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No. 20° July 1985

The story so far Mot entirely dwelling on the
past (although nothing would
be better fitted for an archacological society!),
we begin as promised with some musings on ERAS
which started life a quarter of a century ago.

The East Riding Archaeological Society had its
beginnings in the autumn of 1960 with a series of
six public lectures entitled "Archaeology: Digoing
up the Past" (start to tremble if you attended
them!). . They were organised by the Departnent of
Adult Tducation, University of Ilull, and Kingston
upon Mull Museums and were held in the Victoria
talleries above the City Hall. Perhaps fev need
reminding that it was the drive and enthusiasu of
John Bartlett, the newly arrived Director of the
Museum, who was the catalyst that broucght the
Society into existence and stimulated so much
interest in the subject. Tor there were a number
of others already immersed in archaeology at that
time, but one feels a vital spark was lacking.

In many ways indeed the foundation of ERAS was a
resurrection and revitalisation of a rolec previous-
ly performed by the long defunct Tast Riding Ant-
iquarian Society, through whose Transactions some
of the best local archaeolocical and historical
researches had been published.

Subscription to the series of lectures which
were held in September and October was five shill-
ings (0.K. you younsg ones, 25p), or two shillings
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(10p) if you were a student, valne for money

if ever there was any given Lhe ecavalcade of
archaeological celcbrities anpearine veekly.

Glyn Daniel (The Antiquity and lvolulion of lMan);

Dr. Kathleen Kenyon (Fxecavations at Jcrlcho);

Prof. T.¥. DBruce (The Dead Seca Secrolls); Dr. '
J.K.3. St.Joseph (Air Photography and Archacolosy)s;
Prof. Ian Richmond (A Task Force of the Roman
Invasion at Hod Hill, Dorset); and Prof. Maurice
Reresford (The Deserted Medieval Villare of
UTharram Percy). The meetings were chaired by

Fred Brooks, Reader in Medieval History, Univers-
ity of Hull, who was to become the Socicty's

first Chairman too, elected to that office at

the last of the meetings on 26th October which
became in fact the inausural meeting of BRAS.

The first meeting of the Society proper, at
which the Constitution was formally adopted,
took place on 9th January 1961. The spcaker for
that evening was John Yacher, his subjcct the
Roman Fort and Town at Broush on Humber. The
cracking pace of the weekly meetings that had
set the wheels in motion, publlcn]ly at least,
relaxed now, and February, March and April saw
lectures by Ted "right on the TFerriby Poats,
Bill Varley on Castle Hill Almondbury, and Peter
Tenham on Roman York. TRAS was up and running,
and for the princely sum of one suineca (1. 055,
worth an awful lot more than £5 is today, or
10s.6d. (525p) for associates and ntudents, the
Society was open to everyone who was interested
in the archaeolosy of the Riding in pnrtlcular
or just archaeolosy in eneral.

HJull Muscums in Hisgh Street was very much the
G.10.9. of the Jociety with John Bartlett as its
lone-serving Mon. Secretary from the very bepinn-
ing. Mappily, the Museum contact is still firmly .
nmaintained today, and TRAS without Tull Museunm
support would be difficult to imagine. But there
vere well defined links with nearby places of
higher learning too. Besides the Chairman, bLhere
vas Bill Varley, Ken MacMahon, and Unll Ihivera-

- 3 -
ity's Professor of Classics, one A.['. Norman, on
that first Committee. IFrank Norman, we are very
pleased to say, is BRAS's newly elected Chairman
in our Silver Jubilce year —not as he likes to
jokingly infer as a further demonstration of the
Socicty's digeing capabilities, but as a tangible
and hanpy link with the Society's orisins 25
yvears agol

The real digging was soon to follow. In 1961
members had the opportunity to excavate every
month from March to August: there was lelton
quarry excavated by John Bartlett, the site that
grev into Rodney Hackey's Romano-British villa
excavation; Tittlethorpe near Rudston, asain led
by John Bartlett, to resolve the date of pit and
rine ditches recornised from the air; Giants Till
Swine and LﬂVm Dwellines at PRarmston, both under
Bill Varley's direction; Wharram Percy was open
to members too by application; and Uinthorpe,
Lockington, where Geoffrey ILloyd followed up his
Romano-British kiln work with excavations of Iron
Are and medieval date. And the diggine went on...
In 1962 there was work at Grassdale Parlk, Brouch
and at Lockington azain, with invitations to
members to participate at ‘harram, Fast lecslerton
Lone Barrow and Drax. In 1963 there was fielduwork
on Beverley Westwood, excavations at Rudston, a
training dig at the Burrs, Brough, and Ferriby
Boat 3 was pull ed out of the Humber foreshore.
1964 saw digging at Maidens Grave llenge, Burton
Mleming, and the first excavation work in Hull's
01ld Town at Humber Street was in search of the
town defences. Ian Stead invited help for work
at Winteringham, Yinterton and Rudston in 1964,
and Rod Mackey was at it acain at Maildens Grave
and also excavating a barrow at Fasineton.
Yharram and Woodhall Manor, Beverley, were also
open to members. In 1966 the Tumber foreshore
beckoned again with work at ifeighton Tock, [Pax-
fleet, which was followed up in 1967 alons with
excavations at Riplinesham, and perhaps most
celebrated and beloved of all 1967 was the start
ofthe barrow dig at TLitllcwood Parm, allkingcton.
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A second season at 'alkington in 1968 carried the
Society on, and Yoodhnall Manor was also worked
acgain by Pill Varley, and onc J.P., Yhitwell, then
of TLincoln MWuscum, advertiscd Tor experienced help
on a HMiddle Saxon site at Hormanby 1o leold. In )
1969 a third season at Yalkinesbhon saw Lhe job
offy and a second «o at Ill's 011 Towun dnfenees
in Morth Yalls "oad introduced a rau recruit
called Armstrons to the Society and crented lots
of enthusiasm for work in the town. Tn 1970, the
vear the subs were increased to £1.50, bhere was
a venture into industrial archaeolosy with Derek
Prooks! Belle Vue Pottery excavation in Iull, as
well as Romano-British work at ilasholme Hall, the
scecne of more recent excitement, a mesolithic
site at Tlowe 111l1l, ¥verincham, and helping hands
to the M.o.%W.'3 Hull Castle dig. Rod Mackey's
several seasons at the YWelton Wold villa site
began in 1971, ilasholme Hall continued, and two
tenements in High Street, Tull were excavated by
John Bartlett. Thines took a turn in 1972 with
the start of a sustained professional archaeoloc-
ical input. An unbroken run of mecdieval urban )
excavations in Hull hegan now for the noxt six
vears, initially with good support from ERAS, but
with the loss of John Bartlett to Sheffield
Museums some of the verve was lost too and the

Society had a quiet spell, larpely stayine indoors.

The old spirit was recaptured somewhat in 1977
(the vear the subs went up to £2.50 — surely just
a coincidence?!) when the first of two consecutive
seasons at Cave Noad, Brouch beean. There was
fSociety involvement too in Lurlk Tane, Neverley
to begin with in 1979, and the Hall Garth bridge
site in 1980 attracted Society support too. 1980
wag an important year in that it saw the formation
of the Field Study Group, that votent little
force, and a rekindling of TRAS initiative in

the field with regular support for a site in
elton Road, Brough, run without professional
involvement. Fieldwalking at Hasholme and Dursca
led bv Peter Malkon stimulated the nced for

more excavation in the area which have lLolken nlace
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since in 1983 and 1984. Support was maintained
for oxcavations in Beverley at Dyer Lane (1982)
and Fasteate (1984). The 1933 Society dip at

The moated site at Arnold hegan with survey in
1982 and has continued this year. Rescue work

at the Brantingham villa site in 1983 and help on
the 1984 chariot burial site at Wetwang Slack has
shown the Society capable of rapid and effective
respounses to rescue threats, and Dave Crowther's
Museum Motes in recent issues of TRAS Hews anply
confirm the Society's continuing role in the
field and the maintenance of a sound tradition
which will never die so long as there are members
dedicated to archaeology and determined to sive
their energies and enthusiasm to it.

Of course behind all this, excursions, publicat-
jons, lectures and dinners have continued too
over the years and resular bulletins issued by
the Hon. Secretaries of the Society have been
the forerunners of the present newsletter format,
which came into being in May 1979, and which
serve to chronicle the Society's history. Oount-
less other unrecorded events, personalities and
diversions must have coloured the tableau these
twenty-five years past. This is merely the
sketchiest of reviews. There are undoubtedly
many an unsung hero or heroine, and just as
certainly many others too,better qualified than
this writer to speak for the Society's fun, games
and achievements; we may hear from them yect.

In the meantime, here's to the next twenty-five
yvears, and perhaps the next review in 2010 ADI!!

Arnold II: The search continues During April of
this yenr work
resuned on the Arnold moated site near Long Riston.
The excavation is being carried out by members
of the ERAS Field Stndy Group. It is hoped that
Further excavation will vield more information
about the medieval and TIron Age topography of the
site. To this end a series of trenches have been
dupg at various points across the site and two
small areas have been opencd out.
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ARNOLD 1ta126418 Work is currently concentrating on a small area
in the north-west corner of the moated platform.

; also been recovered from two ditches necarby.
' Both ditches run in an east-west dircction, the

\\ FExcavations here have revealed several pits,
W“H}““WIHXWIY ditches and gullies at a very shallow depth, just
§N\W\\y\ L l}HI{””””HH]””/f below the topsoil. With the exccption of one,
§¥Mh\h“[“{””1””!{”H:”H””muhy b ) the pits have proved very unproductive as repards
=23 ?anumnumny' / dating evidence. However, the one exception con-
== i ily\' )”3HMnnunmuuuﬂ , : tained several large sherds of Iron Apge pottery.
S e RSN N A considerable quantity of Iron Ace nottery has
MG T e, = . quanti by w pottor,

southernmost of which is slicshtly curved and
still currently under excavation.

temporary with the moat itself has again remained
elusive so far, but the most substantial feature
excavated to date which is clearly related to the
moated landscape 1is a cobbled surface in the south-
east corner of the site. This appears to be of
17th or 18th century date and contenmporary with
two structures excavated in 1983 (fis. 1). This
last period of occupation seems to have been con-
fined to the southern half of thc moated platform
only. The only small find made this year of any
note has been a 15th/16th century coin or jetton
of TLouis XII of France, 1498-1515 AD.

Phil Hampel

|
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i Tvidence of medieval structural remains con-
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20th March - The Iron Age [Farm. Peter Reynolds
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....... B = The experimental Iron Ase farm at Putser, Hamp-
- ’ shire, beran as a single-handed ventbure thirteen
yvears azo. Today it is staffed by thirty pconle
recruited through the acency of the Mannower
Services Commission. The project was first pro-

iy
“M“H;lmnu“'

25m posed as an open air laboratory to deal with the
l l l : ! pre-Roman period servineg as a practical test bed
I . . RTaY a > 111 0 arct S ic
Fige 1 Arnold moat with 1983 excavations for }y/quﬂlesc? eneraine fron dI(HNIOOlO;ﬁL?al
shown. work. IFinancial aid was sourht and obtained to

becin the work in 1969, land at Tittle Putser



was acquired by the County Council, and Dr. Peter
Reynolds was engared as conceptlt director.

Conventionally, archaeological infornmation is
comniled bv excavators from prime site datn,
Trom this hypotheses are formulnted — the inter-
pretation of the data. The Butser nroject exists
to test these internretations and in so doins
produces new data — experimental data. The
experimental data can then be compared with the
1nterpretat10ns drawn from the prime data, which
in 95% of cases can be proved to have bheen wrong!
A second hypothesis is therefore proposed and the
cycle continues. The importance of the prime
site data cannot be stressed too hichly; it is
esgsentianl to be able to return to it for re-
examination.

The reconstruction of houses is the most visgnal
ect of the project, but this only represents
of the work. In experimental work circular
-ructures are easicr to reconstruct than rect-
ngular ones, and three types of this form were
lu; rated.

DRRNGS A

)

g e
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Pimperne Down House: is essentially a cone struct-
ure. Walls five feet high were found to work,

and principal rafters wJtlnrr outside the wall
rere also found to work, and this fits well with
the excavated dnta. At 45 feet Aiameter, 1600
sq.Tt. of space is enclosed. The clay daub of

the walls, only one part of the whole strunctural
effort, amounts to ten metric tonnes and requires
2 lot of people to »nrepare and apply. The free
span of the roof is 32 feet and requires 11 tonnes
of timher and 5 tonnes of thqtoh (dry weights).
This is with only a six inch thatch, whereas a
fifteen inch covering is actually nocoqsarv to

do the job pronerly, so these are conservative
weishts. Over 200 trees were required for the
building, which demonstrates that Iron Are man
needed mana~sed timber not wild for building
purposes. UYoodland manacement, it is arcued, 1is
of very ancient origin.

Moel v faer THouge: is a smaller structure. Two
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cattle are housed in it over a six month winter
and a phosphate count is measured.

Maiden Castle House: has been monitored over
twelve years and it remains serviceable. The
effect of the structure on the environment, and
the reverse, is examined. Iixperience shows that
the pitch of a thatched roof must be 45" or steep-
er, otherwise it becomes sodden and collapses.
Tremendous resources are required to build stone
houses compared with timber constructions. For

a modest round house of stone 52 tonnes of lime-
stone is needed. It is clear from the experiments
conducted that what are often termed Iron Age
"huts" probably had a 1life span of 150-200 years.

The project aims to understand the Iron Ave
economy., The plants, their cycles, storage
needs and the whole milieu of Iron Acge life is
under investirsation. Historical sources refer to
grain, leather and hunting dogs as Britain's
principal resources in the period. It is sugg-
ested that Britain could have becen the bread-
basket of Rurope in the Iron Age. There is
little evidence from the island of cultivating
implements, but Scandinavian rock carvings give
us a picture of the methods employed. JSodbuster
and seed furrow ploughs are depicted. TIn Horth
Italy sodbuster ploughs and men wielding hoes
are represented. An ard from Denmark has been
reconstructed and tested, pulled by Dexter cattle,
the closest modern breed parallel to the Celtic
shorthorn which by careful selection was bred
from the larger wild beast. The plouch and
cattle tonether are found to produce good tilths
and do not damage the subsoil. The sodbuster on
the other hand does scar the subsoil.

The evidence of prehistoric cereal grain and
its pollen is used to replicate prehlstorlc
crops. Spelt wheat and emmer wheat are excellent
varieties beins stable plants. They are being
cultivated and thoroughly studied nt Butser in
Spring and Autumn sown ficlds. The following
observations are made: Common cleavers contamin-
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ate autumn sown crops; carbonised seed evidence
from excavations might be indicative of horticult-
ure close in around the houses; Chenopodium album
(Wat Uen) is not a weed, as now treated in modern
asriculture, but is rich in protein and a better
food than cabbace and spinach which have replaced
it. Moderncereanls are srown atlt Putser as a com-
parison: they are weak and easily choked out hy
weeds, whereas emmer and spelt survive well in
competition and ¢ive good yields. Peas and beans
are also tested. A curious foeature of wheat
pollen is that it has been found to travel only
one metre from the growing plant, and vet it

has been identified in bogs. It is suggested that
the pollen in these instances may actually be
Timothy Grass and not wheat at all.

Dr. Reynolds was able to touch on only a small
part of the extensive work of the Butser project.
It survives, the audience was reminded, by selling
science to the publiec!
Chariots at Garton? In September 1985 a British
Museum excavation at Garton-
on-the-Wnlds led by TRAS member Dr. TIan Stead
takes un the Iron Age chariot burial theme once
arain. Members will undoubtedly recall last
vears discovery of three chariots at Wetwang Slack
excavalted by the umberside Unit's John Dent,
which brought this rare Iron Age burial rite so
sensationally to our attention once more thirteen
vears after Tony Brewster's spectacular find in
the same quarry. 198/ was not without its con-
troversy though, and here Dr. Stead pnaints the
backeround to this years excavation plan and
outlines his own views on the subject.

Many vears ago I started to research into the
Arras Culture and soon became disillusioned by
the lack of associated {inds and the poor quality
of the records of nineteenth century excavations.
It was obvious that new excavations were needed
in order to recover reliable data, and because
the vast majority of the burials had little in

—_
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the way of grave-goods it was also obvious that
chariot burialswere needed to nrovide grouns of
associated artefacts. In 1959 I explored the
Arras cemetery, with the aid of Martin Aitkin
who broursht up his proton magnetometer -- then n
verv new aid to archaeolory. Some seven acres
were surveyed — there were no chariot burials
but we did identifv a couple of curious sguare-
plan barrow ditches.

Today square barrows are no longer a curiosity.
Thanks to aerial photosraohy we can identify
thousands of them and quite a number have been
excavated. Trom 1268 to 1978 I ducs abont 250
between Rudston and Purton Flemins, and others
at Cowlam (1969 and 1972) and Scorboroucsh (1970).
John Dent has dus even more --a cemetery ol AL6
burials at etwang Slack. Individual osrave-grouns
were disappointing, however, and 2all were over-
shadowed by Tony Brewster's chariot burial found
at Garton Slack in 1971. TLast vear even that was
surpassed by John Dent's three chariot burisls
at Yetwans Slack: three more or less contenmporary
burials, each with one elaborately decorated
artefact, provided us with the best oroup of
associated third century "C metalworl not only
from Yorkshire but from the whole of Rritain.

At last we were making nroeress in datine the
Arras Culture.

Tot the least sicnificance of the Wetwans
Slack burials was that we were able to check
their response to a fluxgate magnetoneter.

Larpge areas of square harrow cemeteries had been
surveyed with the marsnetometer at Arras (by
Martin Aitkin), RBurton Fleming, Cowlam and
Scorborough (by Tony Clarke) —no chariot burials
were found for the simple reason that there were
no chariot burials there. Last autumn, armed
with the information from Yetwang Slack, Tony
Pacitto and I carried out detailed seophysical
surveys at several sites and scemed to confirm
that chariot burials produce a very distinctive
pattern of readings on the macnetometer. ‘e
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located one apparent chariot burial at Slingsby
and two in a field south of Garton-on-the-Wolds,
but failed to find any at Huguate (where Tony
Rrewster had had rood reason Lo suspect {our
chariot burials).

The Garton site is particularly interestine
becauce the two relevant barrows are large (ol} O
and ¢lbh.5m across, compared with correupondlnq
measurcmnents of 6.0 to 9.6n for the Wetwang
burials): this may well mean that the barrows
arc earlier than those at Yetwang, and they may
talke us back to the bepinnings of the Arras
Culture. Turthermore, unlike the Wetwang chariot
burials those suspected at Garton are in a cemetery,
and the cemetery scems to have had a long 1life.
I'rom a chronolowl al point of view this site
seens very meortant, so it was decided to dig
here in Deptember 1985 Any members of the
bociety who want to visit the site will he very
welcome --ideally you should come as a group and
I con lelt you know the best time when I see how
the site develops.

The discoveries at 'Jetwang last year were
marred by the reaction of a vociferous minority
who provoked the sort of situation the Press
delicht in — "Battle Tines Drawn Over Chariots"!
The impression was given that a ¢roup of out-
siders were plundering Yorkshire's heritace. 1T
hope that this note will help to sel our worl in
context: it is all nart of a long-term research
project --and I have been involved with it for
over a quarter of a century! Together John Dent
and I have excavated more than 700 Arras Culture
burials: if we find what we expect at Garton
then chariot bhurials will still represent less
than 1% of the total. War fromn being outsiders,
we are both Yorkshiremen, John is an archaeolog-
ical Field Officer working for the County Council
and T am a founder member of your Society and
was Chairman of the Humberside Joint Arcnﬂeolop~
ical Committee — the organisation that gave birth
to the 'Tumberside Archaceological Unit.
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As for the ultimate home of the finds, one
senior member of the Society told me last year
that he believed all archacolorical material
shonld remain in the locality in which it was
found. T can't believe that that is the view of
the majority. OCertainly most finds nmust stay
locally = and some o the best things that I have
excavated grace the Tull Museums ( esnecially
the Rudston and RBrantingham mosaic pavements
But part of Yorkshire's heritage must be shown to
the world, in context, at the British Museun.

It is worth reflectin~ that somethins like 207 of
the funding for the work mentioned in this note
came from national sources.

If we find what we anticipate this yeanr, then
the parishes of Wetwans and Sarton will have
provided auite enourgh chariot bhurials to satisfy
the display needs of hoth the Rritish Museum and
the Hull HMuseums, and we should make vet another
significant advance in our study of the Arras
Culture.

Ian Stead

Tditor's footnote: I propose to do no more than
to hold the ring on this one.
Put while we're on the subject, members I an
sure will be interested to know of a new title
in a2 series of British Museum publications,
Celtic Art written by Ian Stead. It is an attract-

1ve and most informative 1little book which con=-
tains nearly a hundred illustrations and photo-
craphs, many in colour, and with a cood deal of
material drawn from the Wast Ridins, It naturally
enouch covers much of the same materinl ngs,

thourh using it differently and going into less
technical detail than, an cnrljor B.HM. publicat-
ion, Barly Celtic lMasterpieces from Britain in

the British !luseun by John Brailsford. But Celtic

Art is altogether wider in scope and is not

constrained by the eﬂsontinlly catalosue format
of Brailsford's work, and for that it is extrene-
1y readable and a well-crafted exposition of the
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subject. It costs £4.95 from booksellers, but

if you are visiting the B.H. you can buy copies
there for only £3. 50 Heartily recommended.

And (not really feeling able to keep out of it!)
if differences of opinion between Mull HMuseums
and the British Museum are to be resolved, a step
in the richt direction might be for one or the
other to offer or request stocks of Tan Stead's
book for sale at the Transport and Archae ology
Museum. Don't forget the punters, you guys!
After Dinner mint To the llon. Treasurer's delight
the annual dinner turned a
modest profit this year, thanks to a tremendous
response. The Middle Age Spread last larch was

a complete sell-out (as well as a complete blow-
ont too!) attracting 166 members and their guests.
Stephenie Armstrong had something to do with 1it,
but the great success of the event was undoubted-
1y down to the combined efforts of many: the
Miversity catering staff tackled and pulled off
some difficult medieval recipes; and the perform-
ances of the Medieval Street Nand were memorable
and turned a lively and enjoyable evening into

a very specilal one. T

Thanks are extended to all
those, but espvecially Val Fairhurst, who provided
herbs for the tables which enhanced the atmosphere
and presentation. The generosity of the donors
wvho supplied prizes for the raffle are also
wurmly thanked — Pat and Keith Simcock, John
¥nowles, Margaret Coates, Angus Smith, Robhert

and Alison Edwards, Tim Schadla-lall, Peter
Cottincham, and the Matador Travel Aqcncy.

We were very fortunate too to be able to welcome
’eter Addyman and his wife, who stepped in at

the eleventh hour for Ken Bartou who was ill

and unable to come as rcuest speaker.

There's more cood things comins too, I suspect.
A «lance at this years proeramme on the member-
ship card indicates another attractive period
picce in an Bliznbethan Fanfare in which food
and music 1s to be combined once more in like

measure.,.
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Trench Mouth Val Fairhurst reveals all about

the seanier side of the ERAS Pield

Group +...

If the shopkeepers of Horth ewbald noticed
a sndden increase in slue sales last winter,
nerhaps I ought to reassure them that this did
not herald the arrival of a contingent of clue
sniffers at the Old Church Rooms in the viilage.
Mo, it was worse than that: the newcomers were
members of the LRAS Tield Group settine stuck
in to some post-excavation work — a nrocedure
seemingly consisting of transformine larpe
numbers of small pottery sherds into smaller
numbers of larger sherds, with the aid of larwse
volumes of glue and no llttle patience Ve
perhaps felt as though some joker had mlybd to~
gether a shop full of jigsaws and stolen half
tho pieces --and to make matters worse the
"jigsaws" were three-dimensional.
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Despite the tone of the introductory remarks,
prorress has gradually been made and we now have
a number of almost complete late Iron Age pots,
most hand-made but some of a wheel-thrown Belgic
type, previously found no further north than
Draconby in Lincolnshire. This is all pottery
from the Brantingham Cockle Pits excavation carried
out in advance of quarrying in 1983 when DIRAS
members helped to expose a late 2nd/early 3rd
century AD building overlying earlier Iron Aoe
ditches. The building was in an area to the west
of the Roman villa which was excavated by Ian
Stead in the 1960s and in which was found the
mosaic pavement now residing in Hull Museuns.

One of the Iron Ase pots to emerge [rom the
sea of sherds is illustrated on page 15. This
large hand-made pot, about 16 inches high, part-
ijcularly intrigucs us because of a neat hole in
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its base. As yet no conclusions have been rcached
as to its function. 1In spite of the considerable
scope it offers for a reconstruction of life in
Iron Ape Brantinghan, as you will scee, we have

so far discounted the sugsestion that it was
oiurchased at Britain's first rarden centre to
decorate an Iron Arge patio (another first for

Bast Yorkshire??) o

Meanwhile, the stitcky work continues at inter-
vals (narcotic state permitting) in the 014
Church Rooms in Torth MYewhald, courtesy of the
Archaeology Unit of the County Architects Dep-
artment, whose store it is. '

Hull Museum Notes The whiff of acetone is in

the air in the Transvnort and
§rchaeolowy Museun, High Street as well; bring-
inc a new selection of material to viey in the
"Recent Acceassions" displav.

This time we arec featurine the work of 'Museun
conservation staff who have gpent many months
piecing together medieval pottery from archaco-
logical excavations in Inll's 01d Town. The
pottery was made locally and across the 'orth
Sea bhetween the 14ith and 16th centuries, hut
all of it was used, and broken, by the toun
dwellers of Hull when it was a thrivine medicval
port. Some of the pottery is restored and looks
as 1t has not looked Tor 500 wears. Tow thev
are on show for the first tine - nipkins, nanch-
eons, jurs and jars — and show not just the art
of the medieval potter but also the skill and
patience of the modern museum curator.

The material will he on show in the Transport
and Archaeology Museunm until the end of Aurust.

Dave Crowther

South Pank Letter Hello, fans! ot a lot to

1 report on the fieldworlt front
but there have been sone interesting develop-
ments on other lines. In Jannary Keith 'liller

and myself did a very odd execavation on n cotbare
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at NMumberstone. This appeared to be a late
]ch century brick affair until demolition
arted, and a timber- framed building was found
encased in the brick, and thatch beneath the
nantile roof. Iv"n]f and some pecople from the
uit went out to look at it on a FVriday. This
was just as well, as on the Saturday the cottage
7ot in the way of a JCR. ‘e apent a couple of
days disging around in the debris moving heaps
of thatch and drawing up the framing. In the
end ve cot enoursh data to do a reconstruction.

The building was an odd affair. It was con=
structed with very rousrh timbers, and some of
the carpentry was pretty crude. The wall posts
vere not joined together below the level of the
wall's top and looked like the less of a table.
Tt had, instead of a chinney, a nud and stud
firehood (don't attenpt this name while

as by their very nature they burn down with
nonotonous rerularity.

Te have no idea ol the cottnge's date; it
could he as late ag the early 19th century, a
sort of Georgian starter home!

Kevin A. T.eahy
A matter of 1life and death Make a note of a

one day school on
Saturday 21st September at the Yorkshire Museum,

York, entitled "Life and Death in Yorkshire 400 -

1100 AD". The meeting is part of OBA Group 4's
nrovramne and speakers for the day are Marcaret
ffaull, Richard Hall, Peter Armstrong, John Hurst,
Dominic Powlesland and Julian Richards. Advance
booking is recommended; the fee is £2.50, which
includes coffee, tea and all the archaeology
you can absorb, but not lunch. Further details
are available from CBA 4's Progsramme Secretary,
Nave Crowther of [ull Huseun.

Chnanses As we approach a newv -session in the
Society's annual prosramme, it is time

inebriated
or uith false teeth!). 'These are rare survivals

to aclknouledse some hard work and devotion to
duty. First, Keith Simcock, our Chairman for
the past thrée yvears and indeed Vice-chairman
for the three years before that, met the immov-
able object of the TRAS constitution a2t the
AGM last April and oteppod down from office.
The oOCLOtV is extremely grateful to Keith for
his orqunluation, conmitment and all-round
chairmanship, so nicely finished off with his
parting presidential address on an aspect of
Invntolonv — the fashionings, transport and
erection of obelisks. This isan't the first
time that Keith has fired his audience with his
own enthusiasm for the antiquities of the Tast,
and we trust it won't be the last. Secondly,
the Society is woins to miss bhe enaeray and
steam provided by ifts leadins stoker over the
past three vears. Tim ncna11Q—Wall has left
the area to take up n senior nanagenent nosition
at Leicester Huseums. Tlm'o tireless efforts
on the Society's behalf will be sorely nissed,
not just for his wort as nrosramnme orcaniser —
and it is to him that we owe the attractive
86/ DTO"rﬂ?WP too --but as a deternined
driving force, always strivines to see the Society
realise its Iull hofnntlJ] Yo haven't ceen
or heard the last of him, I'm sure (althouﬁh
when we have we stand to make a fortune — sce
IRAS Jtews 19, vace 33!1); the first ovportunity
Tim takes to be back amongst us is on Octoher
12th at the ‘R“n/“epnrtmon+ of Adult ducation
day school, details of which accompany thig
issuc.

Promotion Behind the scenes there are stirrines
and a renewed vigour to set TRAR in
sear. A Promotions Sub-committee has heen sel
un to explore and exploit opportunities to
promote the Socioty. Fand-raising and menber
renrulfmonf are primary objectives; the clear
aim is to improve the Society's financinl vos-
ition to make 1t possible to publish the journal,
Bast Ridines Archaeologist, on a recular basis.
The journal is issusd frec to members, no there
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Great Mistakes of Pre-History No.One
"I said Stonehenge, you fools, Stone HENGE!!”

Ny %/ »;//

il
it 8

is a decree of enlichtened self-interest in all
this for us! Ideas and volunteers are required
in equal mcasure. 'lThatever you feel you can do,
or would like to do, your help will be invaluable.
Please join in theeffort. John Knowles (who has
been researching the great mistakes of history

as a sideline!) has asreed to coordinate activit-
ies in the first instance, but we want it to be

a communal effort to generate momentum with
plenty of fresh ideas and offers of help as we
o, Pleasc contact John, before he contacts you,
at 19 Tastoate, Deverley; tel.862933,

kit o ki et e e R A T

The Editor, ERAS News, 37 West End Swanland HUW 3PE





