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This is second year of the Pacific Calling Partnership’s Kiribati-Australia-Tuvalu Exchange Program 

(KATEP) run in conjunction with Kiribati Climate Action Network (KiriCAN) and Tuvalu Climate 

Action Network (TuCAN). PCP brought two young climate change leaders from Kiribati - Ms 

Tiiringatea Iataake, and Mr Meteka Raoi, and two from Tuvalu - Ms Merenita Kitara, Mr Walter 

Esela to Australia for a two week educational package aimed at providing them with opportunities to 

improve their knowledge and skills and develop their experience and confidence in climate change 

advocacy.     

The program began with an orientation process and the working out of course agreements about what 

everyone hoped to gain from the two weeks and how best to achieve it. 

The young people had their own goals which were: 

 To develop the courage to speak out loud and learn how to fight for climate justice 

 To learn how to better tell our stories in Australia  

 To grab the heart of all Australians and to inspire people around the world 

 Learn more about climate change and how to reduce the problems it creates  

 Learn what the future choices for Kiribati and Tuvalu are 

 To understand the Australian mentality and learn about Australia’s actions on climate 

change 

 To get Australians to listen and act, to take Pacific Islands more seriously and to see the 

point of view of Pacific Islanders 

 Experience different things including cultural exchange 

 To become a leader, develop the skills of leadership and gain knowledge to help my 

helpers 



Reflection and evaluation of 

KATEP program 

 

At the end of the program, during 

their final reflection and 

evaluation process Walter, 

Tiiringatea, Meteka and Merenita 

felt that all of the above goals 

were achieved to varying degrees. 

In particular they noted that they 

had developed confidence and 

courage to speak out loud about climate change and what is happening in Kiribati and Tuvalu. They 

were proud to have touched the hearts of the Australians they spoke with and were heartened to know 

that many were inspired to action on their behalf, taking seriously the concerns of Pacific Islanders. 

Understanding the “Australian mentality” was more of a challenge which highlights the need for all of 

us to continue to develop greater cultural awareness and understanding of each other. One of PCP’s 

goals for the future is to build closer links between TuCAN, KiriCAN and PCP, to get to know 

Tuvalu and Kiribati better, to hear Tuvalu and Kiribati stories, and to build links with individual 

Tuvaluan and Kiribati people. 

 

On returning home, Tiiringatea sent the following:  

 ‘thank you for everything. Now I know what am I going to do for the climate change. 

I can speak louder, I cannot shy anymore. so now I can do the best if I have a chance, SO now I start 

to show all my neighbour that the place for planting is not need the big place and also no more 

burning leafs. thank you’ 

 

 

Workshop Component of the Program  

Most of the first week provided skills development in the following areas: 

 Communicating about climate change: 
o Making effective presentations 

o Opportunities to practice in front of the PCP team 

o Help with speaking clearly in English  

o Help with preparing power point presentations 

 Sharing stories: 
o Tips and practice in story-telling  

o Help in preparing stories from their own experiences that make important points 

about climate justice, at the same time as resonating with the listeners 

 Contributing to discussions and meetings 
o Practice in making statements and answering questions 

o Understanding culture and cultural differences 

o Introduction to Australian culture 

o Communicating across cultures 

o Skills in financial accountability 

 The effects of climate change on Pacific Islands  
o Climate Justice 

o Introduction to the science of climate change 

o Updates on latest predictions for Pacific Islands 



o Science activities 

o Food and climate change 

 Media skills: 
o Practice in preparing media releases 

o Practice for media interviews 

o Confidence building activities 

 Becoming an Advocate 
o Political advocacy skills 

o Introduction to Australian political system 

o Introduction to Australia’s responses to climate change 

 Reflection on Learning 
o Opportunities throughout the course  to reflect on what they were learning through 

documenting and recording experiences and by sharing with each other 

 

Some examples of specific Workshops: 

Cultural preparation 

In a participatory workshop led by Geraldine Kearney the notion of “social location” and the process 

of enculturation (the culture we are born into) were discussed. The process of acculturation – what we 

take on from another culture- was also discussed with examples of how each of these things is 

experienced.  

Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang led a session on culture shock and highlighted some of the symptoms: 

homesickeness, social withdrawal, feeling lonely, lack of confidence, feelings of insecurity, feeling 

misunderstood. 

The young people were assisted in learning coping strategies; firstly acknowledging their feelings and 

recognizing that culture shock is normal. Learning strategies such as how to disengage from a 

situation temporarily, assessing their own reaction and why they might be upset or uncomfortable. 

They were reminded to talk with the Program Director or fellow KATEP participants as they too may 

be feeling similarly. Finally they were offered suggestions of things to do on their own. For example 

keeping a diary or journal, reading or listening to music and getting some exercise!  

 

Preparing stories  

Participants were encouraged by Jill Finnane to start to build up a bank of stories with a message as an 

excellent way to assist people to understand what is happening in their life and country. Some of the 

key pointers included: What is the message? When did it happen? Where? Who the people are 

involved? What did they say? Don’t jump to the next message before giving the message again, and 

finally include hope! 

The four participants brainstormed “when we tell our stories we will try to…..” and came up with: 

…speak loudly and clearly, keep each story short, be prepared and don’t distract. Make sure to make a 

clear link between the message and the story and also make sure to use your face to help tell the story.  

 

 

Campaign skill-share with OXFAM 

                                                                              

An informative and interesting interactive program 

was held between KATEP participants and Simon 

Bradshaw from OXFAM. The focus was on 

communicating climate change: overcoming 

common challenges; knowing our strengths and 



how to draw on them; seeing connections between experiences of the effects of climate change in the 

Pacific and in Australia; and finally some lessons on how we can be effective campaigners, both at 

home and internationally.  

 

Advocacy and media 

Phil Glendenning ran a number of practical workshops to prepare the team to speak with the media 

and politicians in particular, as well as other groups and communities. Some key points were: 

keep it simple and personal, focus on “the now”, use stories from one’s own experience, know your 

audience whether it be politicians, schools, media or broader community members. 

The team had lots of opportunities to practice their skills, to develop their stories and build their 

confidence.  
 

Financial accountability 

Geraldine Kearney from the Good Samaritan Sisters led a workshop addressing financial 

accountability. KATEP participants were given pointers around their financial responsibilities based 

on RAT.  

1. Responsible – keeping records, receipts and invoices in relation to transactions. 

2. Accountable – making sure records are accurate. 

3. Transparent - Being honest and trustworthy 

 

 

Outreach Component of the Program 

 
The outreach component provided opportunities to put all these skills into practice in meetings on 

climate change in the Pacific with politicians and with supportive organisations such as schools, 

community organisations and churches. It included: 

International permaculture day: The participants were invited to visit a demonstration permaculture 

food garden where they gave their first presentations, answered questions and chatted with the 

audience in an informal atmosphere. They also had the opportunity here to compare food growing 

strategies with those in their home islands. 

  
Meetings with Members of Parliament and a branch of a political party 

The KATEP team accompanied by members of PCP held meetings with Australian members of 

parliament to present their case and advocate for their people. They spoke with courage and 

conviction about their personal and country’s concerns for the future of their island nations given 

rising sea levels, overpopulation, increased high tides impacting on sea walls and neighbouring 

villages, as well as increased salinity in their water supply. The politicians were Matt Thistlethwaite 

MP(Australian Labor Party) Malcolm Turnbull MP (Liberal Party), Stephen Jones  MP(ALP) and 

pictured 

 

 

 

 

left with Craig 

Laundy MP  (LP)  

 

right with Julie 

Owens MP (ALP)  
 

 

 



  and below with Hon. Phillip Ruddock MP (LP)  

 

 
 

Meteka and Walter also attended the May Dulwich Hill Labor Party branch meeting in the electorate 

of Anthony Albanese where they called for greater solidarity between Australia and its Pacific Island 

neighbours. The branch passed the following motion which was then sent to the Federal Electorate 

council of Grayndler which also passed the motion: 

 

Dulwich Hill/Lewisham ALP Branch acknowledges the profound impact of climate 

change on the way of life and the very existence of many of our Pacific neighbours, 

such as Tuvalu and Kiribati.  

 

As the highest per capita emitter of carbon and an exporter of resources who’s 

processing adds further to carbon intensification, Australia has a special 

responsibility to commit to a wide-ranging global agreement to cut emissions.  

 

We also have particular responsibilities to our Pacific neighbours to support them to 

adapt to climate change and to help them respond to the very immediate threats to 

their economic and environmental sustainability. 

 

 

Media Coverage 

The meetings were very successful in raising awareness and in some instances the politicians 

expressed an interest in visiting Kiribati and Tuvalu.  

 

The meeting with Matt Thistlethwaite  MP held on Maroubra Beach received excellent media 

coverage in the Southern Courier with beautiful photos: 
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/city-east/pacific-island-leaders-journey-from-kiribati-and-tuvalu-to-southeast-

sydney-for-climate-change-action/story-fngr8h22-1227343595405  

 

Also Merenita gave her very first radio interview for Radio Australia.  
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/radio/program/pacific-beat/tuvalu-climate-activist-in-sydney-calls-on-big-

countries-to-pay-attention-to-pacific-islands/1446836Â   

  

 

 
 

 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/city-east/pacific-island-leaders-journey-from-kiribati-and-tuvalu-to-southeast-sydney-for-climate-change-action/story-fngr8h22-1227343595405
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/city-east/pacific-island-leaders-journey-from-kiribati-and-tuvalu-to-southeast-sydney-for-climate-change-action/story-fngr8h22-1227343595405
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/radio/program/pacific-beat/tuvalu-climate-activist-in-sydney-calls-on-big-countries-to-pay-attention-to-pacific-islands/1446836
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/radio/program/pacific-beat/tuvalu-climate-activist-in-sydney-calls-on-big-countries-to-pay-attention-to-pacific-islands/1446836
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/radio/program/pacific-beat/tuvalu-climate-activist-in-sydney-calls-on-big-countries-to-pay-attention-to-pacific-islands/1446836


Religious leaders listen and give advice on advocacy  

Religious leaders from the Conference of Leaders of Religious Institutes (CLRINSW) and the 

Australian Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC) came together to listen to the young 

leaders and share with them 

some advice and give support.  

As with everyone else they 

were very moved by their 

stories and commended them 

on the power of what they 

were presenting. Some of 

their suggestions were:  

 

 Link the power points 

presentations together so there 

is less fiddling in moving 

from one person to the next – 

this included some practical 

help afterwards to link them 

ready for their big seminar 

day coming up 

 Place the lap top in 

front of you so you are always facing the audience and can do your own moving on 

 Show photos of things you talk about eg not just the hospital that was flooded but also the 

sports building the sick were moved to. ‘If you just say sports complex Australians picture in 

their minds the kind of sports complex we have in Australia not the very simple one in 

Kiribati.’ 

 Speak louder 

 

 

Meeting with Australian Youth Climate Coalition (AYCC) 

 

We had difficulty making contact with the 

AYCC and when we finally did there was 

difficulty in fitting them into the program as 

most of them are university students.  

Eventually we arranged a short meeting 

during the lunch hour at the Santa Sabina 

Seminar with Millie Anthony, the NSW 

Schools Coordinator for AYCC. It is hoped 

that future KATEP programs will be able to 

include more involvement with AYCC. 
 

 

 



 CLRI (NSW) Student Seminar Day at Santa Sabina College 

This seminar was attended by 15 schools with mostly senior high school students and their teachers. 

There were about 150 students.  

The KATEP four provided key note presentations 

and Tiringatea danced. Despite their difficulties with 

English they then actively joined in different 

morning workshops with the students with Merineta 

twice helping to conduct a workshop on food and 

climate change. During the afternoon they joined 

with 

students 

in their 

school groups to consider what the schools could do in 

response to what they heard. At the end, many of the 

school groups asked if they could have their photos 

taken with the KATEP team.  

 

          

 

This email was received from one of the students the next day.  

‘My name is Charlotte Mackenzie and I attend Stella Maris College. Today I attended a 

'Student Social Justice Seminar: Human Rights and Climate Justice' at Santa Sabina 

Strathfield. 

Today I was inspired to make a difference. The other people who I attend the day with and I 

would like to go back to our school and present the lessons we learn to our whole school. 

However what would make this easier would be the use of power points. Is it possible to be 

send the 3 power points that the people from the islands they talked about? If so it means that 

we can talk to 1000+ people about the cause, making a huge impact!!’ 

 



 

Community events 

Three events invited broader support from the 

Pacific Islander and PCP networks. They were the 

welcome event at the beginning of the two week 

program, the Community Celebration on the 

second Saturday afternoon at the ERC, giving an 

opportunity for cultural exchange of music, dance 

and story, and the Certificate award ceremony on the final afternoon. Pepetua Latasi, who is President 

of the Tuvalu Climate Action Network (TuCAN), and is currently studying for a Masters in 

Environmental Science at Sydney University, 

provided strong support, advice and 

encouragement to the young people by joining in 

several of the events.  

 

Richard O’Brien, who as a representative of the 

Irish government visited both Kiribati and Tuvalu 

many years ago and joined a PCP delegation to 

Kiribati last year, journeyed all the way from 

Canberra to take part in the community celebration.  

 

 

Outcomes 
The PCP Team as a whole benefited from listening to not only the prepared stories & presentations of  

Meteka, Merineta, Siringatea and Walter which were extremely powerful & seemed to become more 

so each time we heard them; but also the day to day chatter and personal stories of just how they lead 

their daily lives in their communities.  How many people live in your home and how much privacy do 

you have is an often asked question,  the answer to which many of us here in Australia cannot 

imagine.  The stories related to drought such as no possibility of a shower when water is needed for 

drinking.  These stories brought home to us to the reality of everyday living in the communities these 

four young people come from. 

 

Their stories opened our eyes to the realities of just how difficult it can be with communication via 

internet and phone being sporadic.   They showed the other side of difficulties in organising their 

travel arrangements to Australia and the delay in Meteka coming due to visa issues.  We learnt that 

this is how everyday life is for them, something that we find frustrating in the least is for them the 

norm. 

 

Extracts from testimonies prepared by the participants 

 Merineta “Tuvalu is highly vulnerable to sea-level rise due to climate change. During cyclone Pam 

my home island Nui was destroyed badly. All the houses were destroyed and all the stuff inside, so 

everybody had to evacuate and move to a primary school classroom… I want you to come and see it 

for yourself…I am a mother of a 7 month old baby and I am worried about his future and his life. All 

of the children of Tuvalu have a right to life – a right to an environment with good quality… I love my 

country, I love my people, I love my traditions, I love my culture and I don’t want to lose them 

because of climate change. We all want to stay in our own land because it defines who you are.” 

 



 

Walter “Hi, my name is Walter. I want the world to know that we are suffering from climate change. 

We are experiencing long periods of rain and longer periods of drought… Due to these changes my 

family’s garden is destroyed. It has been inundated by salt water. I want the world to know that we 

exist, that there are people called Tuvaluans in this world; and I want us to face climate change 

together. 

I want the world to help us with things we can’t get on our own: funding for renewable energy, ways 

to stop coastal erosion, awareness projects in my community, and other ways to store water. If you 

don’t think this is enough, I invite you to come and stand where I am standing, to look through my 

eyes. Go for a visit to Tuvalu and see for yourself. 

 

Tiiringatea’s testimony  
The impact of climate change is very real in Kiribati. I want you to see that Kiribati is suffering from 

climate change. All people who live next to the sea are feeling scared because the seawater is rising 

and destroying their houses and food crops. Last month Kiribati was hit by cyclone Pam and many 

people lost their homes. 

They have their sea wall but it breaks with the big waves and then the sea goes inside their house. 

They can’t sleep so they go and find another place. The big waves broke the hospital at Betio and 

flooded it with sea water so the patients were moved to the sport complex while waiting for the 

hospital to be fixed 

I am twenty years old… I love and respect my culture. I don’t want to move to another country. 

Without my culture I am nothing… A precious part of my culture is dancing. I love to perform my 

traditional dance because it is not just about entertaining people but it is also our way to show people 

that this culture is very important to us.  

 

Meteka was interviewed by a Southern Courier journalist who quoted him thus: ‘Meteka from 

Kiribati blamed climate change for the strength of the recent cyclone which devastated Vanuatu and 

neighbouring islands. “After the cyclone all of our crops and sustainable food, especially the coconut 

trees, were destroyed,” Meteka said. “Now we have to replant again, but it’s a bit hard now. The 

ground is salty from sand. Also our freshwater which we take from underground is all salty now. Now 

we have to go and get water from another place away from the village.”’ 

 

Comments from school students in the Environment Group at Santa Sabina Girls College                     

Hi Jane and Liz, 

I thought you would appreciate the message below which makes all our efforts worthwhile. I have 

responded to Kate with some suggestions of ways to act and will suggest to Paul Arkell that his Yr 8 

Geog class make this the focus of their project.  

Regards, Kate 

 

‘I just wanted to thank both of you for giving me the opportunity to attend the meeting this morning. 

I feel very privileged and it was an experience that I 

will never forget. For the whole day I haven’t been 

able to get my mind off those two women who opened 

up to us about the personal life stories and how hard 

that must have been for them. I also cannot get over 

the struggle they must been going through, as they are 

fighting for their right to live at home. It did not occur 

to me until today that this is their home and migrating 

them to other countries is simply not an answer. I just 

try to imagine if we as a country were in their shoes 



and how everything would be so different. 

Anyway, since today I have been doing some research  and I’m so happy that I can learn all this 

information. However, I want to do something about it. I know I’m only in year 8, but still listening to 

those 2 women today made me realise it’s up to us to help them. I have to do something or anything to 

help fight for their right to live on their homeland. I was wondering if you had any ideas?’ 

 From Yr 8 Student 

 

After the Wollongong Seminar at which the KATEP four presented and answered questions at a big 

gathering organised by the Catholic Education Office at 

Wollongong and attended by CEO coordinators, teachers, 

university, high school and primary school students, reps from 

local council etc: 

I hope you all managed to find your way home last night safely, or 

at least to the train station.  

Thank you so much for going to all the trouble to bring those 

beautiful people down to Wollongong to give their presentations. 

Each one of them did an 

amazing job and really got 

the message out about climate 

change and the impact it is 

having on their lives and their 

country. They made a big impact and the feedback has been 

nothing but positive. I had a phone call last night from a 

colleague who was at the presentation telling me how moved she 

was and couldn’t stop thinking about what was said…. 

Kind regards 

Josephine Cooks – Community Development Officer, 

Wollongong Catholic Education Office  

 

From TuCAN  
 Does your organisation think it is a good idea to run the program again next year? 

TuCAN strongly believe that the KATEP has been a fruitful program for our young leaders. 

The knowledge and the confidence they gained from the training has inspired those young 

leaders to advocate about the challenges posed by climate change to their lives. A 

continuation of this program would give opportunities to more young people in Tuvalu to 

learn and explore ideas from a different perspective.  

 How has the program improved the advocacy of your organisation? 

TuCAN is looking at ways to engage with wider youths’ network to coordinate in-country 

workshop/training in which those who have done the KATEP training can share their 

knowledge and experience. And at the same encourage youths to engage in advocacy work. 

 What changes would you suggest to make the program easier to administrate? 

May I suggest to explore networking with youth organisations or NGOs (like CAN Australia) 

or other Pacific Islands organisations in Sydney who are doing similar work. Reaching out to 

these organisations will provide broader context of understanding climate change, and to 

learn from one another. 

 Are you happy with the age range of 20 to 30 years or do you believe the participants 

need to be older?  



 I believe this age group is feasible given they are going to be future leaders of the 

nation. It is better for them to engage now and to understand the responsibilities they 

will have to face in the future. 

Best, 

Pepe 

 

Credits: 

 Accommodation: women - Dominican Sisters, Strathfield;  men – Jill and Michael Finnane’s place Lewisham 

 Administration/travel arrangements etc: Marita McInerney 

 Course Coordinator: Jill Finnane 

 Cultural Broker: Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang 

 Institutions and community organisations that supported the program: CLRI (NSW), ARRCC, Good 

Samaritan Sisters, Presentation Sisters, OXFAM,  OLSH Sisters, Christian Brothers, Marist Sisters, Marist 

Missionary Sisters, Mercy Sisters, Catholic Education Office Wollongong, Permaculture Sydney, 

 Event catering: Marita McInerney,  Carmel Clark, 

 Home meals: Chi-Fang Namakaina and Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang, Dominican Sisters Strathfield, Vincent and 

Rosie Sicari, Michael and Jill Finnane 

 Members of Parliament who hosted visits: Craig Laundy, Matt Thistlethwaite, Julie Owens, Malcolm Turnbull, 

Philip Ruddock and a visit to local branch in Anthony Albanese’s electorate.  

 Schools involved in the schools program: Waverley College, St Patricks College Strathfield, Santa Sabina 

College Strathfield, Christian Bros High School Lewisham, Loreto Normanhurst, St Mary Star of the Sea, 

Hurstville, Marist College, De La Salle Oakhill, Mt St Benedict College Pennant Hills, St Vincent’s College Pot’s 

Point, Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College, Stella Maris College Manly, plus the Catholic Education Office 

Wollongong and many schools and colleges in the Wollongong Diocese 

 Transport other than public transport: Chi-Fang Namakaina, Marita McInerney, Vincent Sicari, Jill and Michael 

Finnane,  

 Workshops conducted by: Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang, Geraldine Kearney, Phil Glendenning, Jill Finnane, Vincent 

Sicari, Ellie Johnston, Simon Bradshaw. 

 Media: Phil Glendenning,  

 Funding support 2015: Franciscan Friars Justice Peace & Integrity of Creation Committee, Edmund Rice College 

Wollongong, Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Little Company of Mary, Institute of Sisters of Mercy of 

Australia & Papua New Guinea, Marist Sisters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

Message of support from Seimila one of last year’s participants 

Hello Jill,please can you tell me stories of what is happening over there...My mind n my heart 

was there with all of u guys...So please i want to hear every stories from your side....And my 

prayers for your training to become the most successful one and da best ever.... 

 

Send my regards to all members of the PCP and all staffs in the office Edmund Rice Center I 

was hoping i was the one who get the chance to come over there to speak on behalf of my 

country n the Pacific islands....But i do believe that Walter and Merineta are doing their very 

best to reach/or to call out to the world for help. 

 

 

 



Oh Jill did u see pictures of whats happen to us in this Cyclone Pam..it was terrible,and most 

of all...all the islands were affected....Hope Merineta show u guys pictures of cyclone Pam... 

 

Wait for your stories n updates from your side..Really need to hear from u Jill 

 

Luv u guys n all da best GOD BLESS U ALL....N ONLY HIM CAN SEE YOUR 

KINDNESS TOWARDS US SMALL COUNTRIES....HE WILL CONTINUE TO BLESS U 

WITH ABUNDANT LUV N EVERYTHING.. 

 

SEIMILA 

 

 
Hi Jill, 

 

Thanks for the article…and more importantly, thanks for including 

Wollongong in your schedule. 

 

It was such an extraordinary afternoon….their tories, told from the heart, 

touched so many people. The feedback has been amazing. 

 

Thanks Jill……no doubt we will be in touch. 

 

 

kind regards 

 

Ken 

 

Ken Bryant 

Head of Service 

Catholic Life, Education and Mission 

Catholic Education Office 

Diocese of Wollongong 

 

 

 


