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KATEP 2017: a leadership and skills development program for young 

people from the Pacific               
 

The Kiribati Australia Tuvalu Exchange Program (KATEP) is a leadership and skills 

development program run by the Pacific Calling Partnership (PCP) in partnership with the 

Kiribati Climate Action Network (KiriCAN) and the Tuvalu Climate Action Network (TuCAN).  

 

KATEP develops the climate advocacy skills of young people from the Pacific island nations of 

Kiribati and Tuvalu. Each year, participants selected by KiriCAN and TuCAN, come to Australia 

from Kiribati and Tuvalu to take part in the program. 

 

In 2017, the fourth year of the KATEP program, Mangila Kilifi and Erietera Aram represented 

Kiribati and Aso Ioapo and Saineta Sioni represented Tuvalu. 

 

The two week educational and advocacy program took place in Sydney, Australia. It provided 

participants with training in climate change advocacy, leadership skills, storytelling and public 

speaking; it included a two-day visit to Newcastle; an outreach program to educate and strengthen 

Pacific connections around climate change and opportunities to lobby key members of the Australian 

community. It helped develop and solidify the participants’ confidence and experience in being 

climate change activists and leaders.  

 

 
Aso Ioapo, Mangila Kilifi, Saineta Sioni and Erietera Aram   
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Aims and Expectations 

Participants 
 

At the beginning of the program the participants were asked about their expectations of the program.  

Their responses centred around the word ‘hope’ – their hope in a future for their people, their hope 

that they could become good  advocates on behalf of their families and people at home and their hope 

that Australians could get a better understanding of  the impacts of climate change in the Pacific 

islands.  

 

Their goals were to: 

 learn more about the effects of climate change in Kiribati and Tuvalu; 

 gain knowledge and understanding of the issue of climate change, and its impact on their 

islands; 

 help each other develop confidence in sharing their stories; 

 improve their public speaking and advocacy skills; 

 share their knowledge of climate change at home and in Australia; 

 communicate with people; 

 develop skills in using social media to tell their stories and be advocates; 

 develop media skills to answer questions from journalists; 

 learn from each other; 

 have fun and have hope for a better future for the Pacific. 

 

They want Australians to: 

 learn that Kiribati and Tuvalu are at the front line of climate change so that Australians do 

something to change their actions, the things that they do, which  contribute to climate 

change; 

 help “save our country.” 

 

“We are resilient, we are fighting, we exist. We have our culture and families, what Australians have, 

we also deserve.” Erietera Aram 

Facilitators 
 

The PCP’s KATEP program has developed over four years, adjusting or expanding its activities in 

response to opportunities such as the Federal election in 2016 which gave participants and the PCP 

opportunity to meet with and address politicians and political candidates. 

 

Our aim for KATEP 2017 was to:  

 develop the climate change knowledge of young leaders from Kiribati and Tuvalu;  

 educate participants in ways to deal with the effects of climate change by introducing 

practical solutions such as adaptation and mitigation that can be applied at home; 

 develop the participants’ communication and public speaking skills so they can better 

advocate for their nations through story telling at home and abroad; 

 introduce the KATEP participants to a broad and influential cross section of the Australian 

community so they can  

 tell Australians about the effect of climate change on the low lying nations of the Pacific. 
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We did this by running a two-pronged program of workshops and outreach: we conducted a series of 

workshops at the Edmund Rice Centre, attended and hosted meetings and cultural events and 

conducted a field trip to Newcastle.  

 

We felt it was most important that participants: gained a clear understanding of what climate change 

is and how a developed, industrial nation like Australia contributes to climate change; practiced 

making presentations, public speaking and storytelling so as to become advocates for their nations as 

well as being educators, communicators and leaders at home.  

 

Through practice and application, we helped the four participants tell their personal stories which can 

represent all people from low lying Pacific Island nations. 

Workshops  
The first week of the KATEP program was devoted to helping the participants adjust to their 

surroundings in Australia and providing education about the science of climate change as well as 

developing and practicing communication skills.   

 

The workshops were interactive and participatory, they  included ice breakers, the exchange of stories 

and cultural expression. Some were held outside to enjoy the autumn sunshine and help clear heads 

and refresh minds after hours of learning and work inside.  

Introduction and cultural preparation 
Workshops to:  

 set goals and share hopes; 

 develop familiarity with Australian culture; 

 explore cross-cultural communication skills; 

 understand each other’s learning styles; 

 understand cultural difference and 

 introduce Australian Indigenous history. 

Becoming an advocate 

Workshops to: 

 learn and practice media and communication skills; 

 practice conversing about climate change in the Pacific; 

 practice media interviews; 

 write media releases; 

 understand Australia’s responses to climate change and 

 learn how to lobby. 

Climate Change and the Pacific 

Workshops on: 

 science of climate change; 

 explaining adaption strategies using illustrations; 

 climate justice. 
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Communicating about Climate Change 

Workshops which drew on: 

 ‘Rich Picture’ using paper and pen to illustrate personal story, draw out experiences; 

 sharing personal experiences; 

 preparing and practicing presentations. 

Sharing stories 

Workshops on: 

 engaging with the audience; 

 preparing short stories with a message; 

 practice answering questions and 

 telling a personal story with a concern and ‘ask.’ 

 

Sharing cultural awareness: “During an early workshop I learnt that in Kiribati or Tuvalu it’s 

considered rude to ask questions after a lecture or presentation as asking questions would indicate 

that the presenter has not done a very good job. I explained that in Australia, asking questions is seen 

as a positive as it indicates that people are interested in what has been said and want to know more.” 

Kate Halley, PCP 

Outreach program 
 

The Outreach program gives participants opportunities to apply the climate change knowledge they 

have learnt and practice their communication skills while further expanding their understanding of 

Australian culture, business, media and industry. They are able to experience practically the matters 

they have learnt in theory. The participants shared their stories and advocated for EcoJustice with 

churches, politicians, industry, unions, schools and community groups including: 

 Presentations and workshops at Mount Carmel Catholic College, Varroville’s Climate Change 

Awareness Day; 

 Presentations at the Summer Hill Environment Forum; 

 Meeting with Reverend Seferosa Carroll, Uniting World; 

 Meeting with AMWU State Secretary Tim Ayers and Joe McKenzie; 

 Meeting at Oxfam headquarters with representatives from CANA (Climate Action Network 

Australia); 

 Dinner with Pacific Island leaders; 

 Presentation to students at Santa Sabina College, Strathfield; 

 Courageously Encountering God in Climate Change, Edmund Rice Centre. 

 

“We know about climate change theoretically, but to sit here listening to someone who is living it, is 

special.” Pam Obeid, student, Holy Spirit Catholic College 
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Examples of Outreach Events 

Introduction to the coal industry and alternative energy sources in Newcastle  

3 – 5 May 

Jill Finnane, Ellie Johnston, Dominic Ofner, Vincent Sicari and Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang accompanied 

the four participants on a field trip to Newcastle. 

“Newcastle was very interesting. There is no industry in Tuvalu, but in Australia we saw the most 

dangerous industrial buildings, dangerous because of their contributions to the atmosphere, their 

poisons. It was interesting to compare the life of those people with the lives of people in Tuvalu as, in 

Tuvalu, there are no factories like that.” Aso Ioapa 

Pacific Barbeque and Cultural Celebration 

Sunday 7
th
 May Sydney-based Pacific Islanders shared an afternoon of song, dance and food at a 

barbecue and cultural celebration at the ERC. It was a chance for the participants, on their first visit to 

Sydney, to be welcomed to Sydney and meet with a wide membership of the Pacific diaspora. 

Climate Change Awareness Day,   Mount Carmel Catholic College 

Monday 8
th
   

Jill Finnane, Geraldene Kearney sgs, Dominic Ofner, Vincent Sicari and Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang 

from PCP, together with the KATEP participants, contributed to the Climate Awareness Day held at 

Mount Carmel Catholic College in Varroville, near Campbelltown. Mount Carmel Catholic College 

holds an annual Social Justice Day for its Year 10 students and students from affiliated schools. The 

aim is to open the students’ minds and hearts to aspects of social justice.  

 

Climate change is intrinsically a social justice issue and the PCP was delighted to present to the 

students. Aso Ioapo, Mangila Kilifi, Saineta Sioni and Erietera Aram sang and danced for the students 

and spoke of their love for their home islands and their fear of rising sea levels. The KATEP  

participants each made a 12-minute long presentation before conducting workshops with students  

addressing climate change issues such as the effects on water health, human rights and the pressure to 

relocate. They spoke about the need to limit greenhouse gases which are causing rising global 

temperatures and the consequent threat of climate change. The students were moved by the young 

Pacific Islanders who fear they are losing their island homes to rising seas.  

 

The day ended with a vigorous and entertaining shared cultural celebration - singing and dancing led 

by the KATEP participants and including Pacific Island students from all the schools.  

Summer Hill Environment Forum 

Monday 8
th
 May  

We attended an environment forum hosted by LEAN, the Labor Environment Action Network where 

Aso, Erietera, Mangila and Saineta had the opportunity to speak directly with politicians - Jo Haylen, 

Member for Summer Hill, Penny Sharpe MLC and Felicity Wade, LEAN convener.  Our participants 

attended the forum energised from their Newcastle Field Trip and keen to illustrate through their 

stories and presentations just how Australia’s dependence on coal and traditional energies impacts 

their island nations.  
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Uniting World KATEP Conversation 

Tuesday 9
th
 May  

Uniting World and Uniting Mission and Education hosted an event at their Sydney city premises. It 

was yet another opportunity for Aso, Erietera, Mangila and Saineta to present to a diverse range of 

church leaders. The event asked that attendees learn how the UCA can become voices for change in 

Australia through ongoing advocacy and care for the environment. 

The Rev Waisea, Aletia Dundas and Jessica Morthorpe from the Uniting Church continued the 

conversations with an overview of the UCA’s engagement with climate change, the Uniting Earth 

Ministry and Eco Leaf awards.  

Courageously Encountering God in Climate Change 

Thursday 11
th
 May  

The ERC hosted this event which focused on Spirituality and climate change. It was hosted by two 

experienced Spiritual leaders, Father Claude Mostowik msc and the Rev Dr Seforosa Carroll, manager 

of the Uniting World’s church partnerships in the Pacific.  

 

People attending showed exceptional fervour in supporting the calls for increased aid and finance for 

adaptation. They included Catholic priests, Protestant ministers, senior students and teachers from 

Catholic schools, nuns and brothers from several congregations, lay leaders from a variety of 

organisations and parishes along with people from the general community and supporters of the 

Edmund Rice Centre.  

They were moved by the stories, song and dance from the Pacific Islanders who shared poignant 

examples of Australia’s role in climate change. Their strength and authenticity came across and 

touched the audience in truly moving ways.  

Field trip to Newcastle 3-5th May 
 

The field trip was a highlight of the program. It enabled participants to see first-hand a mix of 

renewable and traditional energy suppliers including:  

 Centennial Coal 

 Origin Energy Eraring Power Station 

 Newcastle Port and coal loader 

 Awaba Waste Management Facility 

 Lake Macquarie City Council 

 CSIRO Energy Centre 

 

The group spent an inspiring day hosted by Lake Macquarie Council during which they visited 

Centennial Coal and Eraring Power Station (Origin Energy) and the Awaba Waste Management 

Facility. They found it fascinating to hear about the Council's thorough and well-resourced adaptation 

plans to cope with the erosion Lake Macquarie is facing compared with the difficulties their countries 

have in preventing coastal erosion.   

 

The participants felt that significant players in the coal industry listened to their message and came to 

an understanding as to why the eventual closing of the coal industry is a matter of survival for their 

island countries and a matter of preserving the future for their children. They, and we, came to an 
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understanding of the good intentions and pressures that the coal industry faces.  

 

On day 2 we toured the CSIRO Energy Centre with its solar field and energy research hub. We learnt 

about their wide-ranging renewable energy research programs and the readiness that exists to 

substantially build up Australia's renewable energy.  

We had a shared lunch and made a short presentation to representatives of local environment groups 

such as Climate Action Newcastle, the Wilderness Society and Newcastle Greens as well as the 

Uniting Church Newcastle. The day finished with a tour of the Port of Newcastle and the coal loading 

terminals.    

  

When you live on islands like Kiribati and Tuvalu that are, at most, just three metres above sea level 

and have no excess ground material to dig up, it is a shock to see giant heaps of coal ready for export 

and laden ships leaving port.  

 

“At the CSIRO in Newcastle we saw better ways to get power such as the solar field at the CSIRO. 

That is a better way to go to help us maintain our country, so we don’t lose our future. But KATEP 

gives me hope, it has taught me to speak up for my country. We are resilient and we will continue to 

speak up for ourselves as we are resilient and we don’t want you to forget us.”  Mangila Kilifi  

 

“It was amazing to see a big coal mine and a big coal port but it  was also good to know there were 

people there who want to transition to  renewable energy. But it is hard to imagine a big coal mine or 

power station giving up what they have.” Erietera Aram 

Outcomes 
 

KATEP 2017 was a true exchange program: The PCP team gained valuable insights into the nature of 

climate change and Pacific culture, the participants made great strides in learning about climate 

change and in becoming strong leaders and advocates for their nations. It was a joy to witness the 

participants develop into strong leaders and passionate speakers who could move audiences simply by 

telling their stories.  

 

Their personal accounts and experience of living through climate change illustrates the true impact of 

climate change on humanity. These young leaders illustrate and personify the effects of climate 

change and help us understand the urgent current need for climate action. The emotional relationship 

each participant brought forth opened our hearts and minds. They give us hope.  

Specific outcomes of KATEP 2017 for the participants include: their growth in self-confidence, 

improved fluency in English and increased cross cultural understanding; their knowledge of climate 

change; practice in team work; and the taking home of prepared materials, photos for presentations 

and power point presentations. 

Important results for the PCP from KATEP 2017 
 

We formed links with: 

 Union Aid Abroad Apheda (the Australian union movements’ global justice organisation); 

 the Australian Metal Workers Union; 

 the Labor Environment Action Network ( LEAN) 
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We reached into Corporate Coal through meetings with Centennial Coal in Newcastle; we established  

relationships with state politicians through LEAN and with the Adamstown Uniting Church. 

Media coverage 
Print:  

 'Our country will vanish': Pacific islanders bring desperate message to Australia, The 

Guardian, Ben Doherty, 14 May 2017 

 Contact with Yaara Bou Melhem, Contributing Reporter, Al Jazeera English 
 
Radio: ABC Newcastle, Mornings with Jenny Marchant, Erietera Aram and Maria Tiimon Chi-fang 

interviewed by Jenny Marchant 

 

Film: A film produced in conjunction with Caritas Australia – publication forthcoming. 

Testimonies  

Erietera Aram 
“I just want to say a big thank you for all that you have done for us during the course and our stay 

with you. Everything has put more weight into our skills, knowledge and courage to fight for our 

country. Thank you to PCP team! The team was amazing and I really appreciate your time and 

willingness to help us in many ways. I am hoping to build a better relationship with you for the future 

of our people and country.  

Stay safe and hoping to see you soon, thank you all, from me and my wife and beloved children - love 

and respect to you all!” 

Aso Ioapo 
“KATEP was a great opportunity to come and learn a way that I can voice out the range of impacts of 

climate change on Tuvalu. It is especially important for me to show out to the world how we are 

suffering now. We need some help and support from developed countries. 

Support would be finding some way that we can adapt my island to prevent events that damage the 

island such as sea level rise, king tides, cyclones and drought.  

In Australia I have learnt how to talk to people, to face leaders and politicians, to tell them what is 

happening in my island. KATEP brings me hope that I can work for a better future for my people in 

Tuvalu, especially for the new generation, the children. It has empowered me how to do something for 

a better life for my country and children.” 

Mangila Kilifi.  
“Thank you so much for giving us the time you spent to work with us as a good team, 

running the workshops and training us is very great and enjoyable time. I thought now, it's a 

great opportunity for me to do it right and act now for the sake of me especially as a young 

person now and the benefit of my people in Kiribati too. I know that without you the Pacific 

Calling Partnership we cannot put our message about the impact of climate change we are 

facing now around the world and especially to our big brother Australia. On behalf of myself, 

I am thankful and very appreciate your great energy, companion and your working hard for 

us to approach all the important and key people in Australia and share our stories.  

Now no worries, I will keep in touch with KiriCAN here, share the new skills I have received 

from you all and to be part of their work now and in the future. I am grateful and give my 

great energy for Kiribati and fight for the future for the young ones and to keep my beautiful 
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and lovely islands forever in ways to adaptation  that we have been shared too in our 

presentation there. So, if there are communities, schools, politicians and other people they 

want to come and visit our place to see the real impact of climate change, we will welcome 

them.  

Thank you and forgive me with all the faults I made during my stay and I hope we will meet 

again for many years from now.” 

Saineta Sioni 
“I am very thankful to the PCP for selecting us to be part of the program so I can learn more about 

climate change. Last week I went to a Newcastle coal mine and waste management centre and learnt 

that power stations burn coal. I want a future; want a family, because now I have the skills and 

knowledge to take part in any workshops run about Climate Change.” 

Participant profiles 

Erietera Aram 
Erietera is 28 and lives in Tarawa, Kiribati. He works with the Kiribati Department of Fisheries 

and is a volunteer coordinator for the International Coastal Cleanup in Tarawa, Kiribati. He 

has a certificate in Ocean Resources Management and dreams of opening libraries on all the 

islands of Kiribati. 

“I grew up in the southern islands of Kiribati which had limited resources. It was difficult to get 

schooling. I managed to get to high school but reading would just make me go to sleep. Then I 

discovered reading as learning and I want the next generation to love reading, to have it in their 

hearts.  

I have two children, a son and daughter. Every year my wife and I talk about leaving Kiribati and 

moving to another country, to give our children more opportunities. But we and our children are i-

Kiribati, Kiribati is our home, it has our language, traditions, culture and we don’t want to lose it.  

Kiribati is going under water. We are having more storms and more powerful waves. The coal mine 

and coal port in Newcastle were amazing but it was good to meet people there who want to transition 

to renewable energy, although it is hard to imagine a coal mine or power station giving up all that they 

have.  

We want to adapt to climate change as we want to exist forever in our beautiful islands so it was 

empowering to see the commitment to renewable energy. We won’t accept that climate change is 

destroying our country and we will find ways to adapt, and push the big companies causing climate 

change to stop. 

Climate change is about justice. It is causing conflict in our country, for example, when a village has 

to move because the sea has flooded into the village, the people move further inland. But that land is 

owned by other people and there is conflict. Our islands are not big enough for us to just get up and 

move to higher land. Leaving our country is the very last option.” 
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Mangila Kilifi 
Mangila is 19, from Tebwameamea Temaiku village, Kiribati.  Mangila is in her second year of 

study for a Bachelor of Commerce in Tourism and Hospitality Management at the University of 

the South Pacific in South Tarawa.  

“Kiribati is my home, we have our culture, our language, we tell our stories through dance. I want to 

have children and to teach them our culture. If we don’t act, if we don’t learn to adapt and put in place 

measurers to protect our islands, we could disappear.  

At the CSIRO in Newcastle we saw better ways to get power, the solar system. That is a better way to 

go to help us maintain our country, so we don’t lose our future. But KATEP gives me hope, it has 

taught me to speak up for my country. We are resilient and we will continue to speak up for ourselves 

as we are resilient and we don’t want you to forget us.”   

 

Aso Iopo 
Aso is 35 and lives in Funafuti, Tuvalu. He graduated with a Diploma in Theology from a school 

in American Samoa and is the Program Officer for Peace and Justice with the Congregational 

Church of Tuvalu.  

“I am newly appointed to the Peace and Justice Program Officer for EKT, (Protestant Church of 

Tuvalu) so climate change is within my portfolio, it is a justice issue. 

 

KATEP, for me, is a great opportunity. In Australia I have learnt how to talk to people, to face leaders 

and politicians, to tell them what is happening in my island. KATEP brings me hope that I can work 

for a better future for my people in Tuvalu, especially for the new generation, the children. It has 

empowered me how to do something for a better life for my country and children. 

Newcastle was very interesting. There is no industry in Tuvalu, but in Australia we saw the most 

dangerous industrial buildings, dangerous because of their contributions to the atmosphere, their 

poisons. It was interesting to compare the life of those people with the lives of people in Tuvalu as, in 

Tuvalu, there are no factories like that.” 

Saineta Sioni 
Saineta is 23 and from Funafuti, Tuvalu. She is studying computer science and lives with her 

parents and school aged brother and sister. In 2016 Saineta was an intern with the Climate 

Change Policy & Disaster Coordination Unit under the Tuvaluan Government.   

“My island Funafuti is the main island of Tuvalu. It is so thin that you can stand on one side and see 

across to the other. Tuvalu has always had cyclones but now they are getting more intense and 

dangerous, doing more damage.  

The Tuvalu culture is changing because of changes to our environment. We used to live in local 

houses made out of wood but now they are building concrete houses.  

In March 2013 we had Tropical Cyclone Pam. Four islands lost 30% of their crops and three islands 

lost 90% of their crops. Drinking water was spoilt; we have to use treated water or bottled water.  
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KATEP in pictures 
 

Aso Ioapo, Mangila Kilifi, Saineta Sioni and Erietera Aram holding pieces of coal at the 

Courageously Encountering God in Climate Change event at the ERC 
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Maria Tiimon Chi-fang, Mangila Kilifi, Erietera Aram, Saineta Sioni and Aso Ioapa at a meeting at 

Centennial Coal, Newcastle. 

 
 

 

Rev Sef Carroll, Pearl Wymarra and Ralph Carroll at the Courageously Encountering God in Climate 

Change Event.  
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Irma Knuistingh Neven, Thomas Banda and Dr Usha Harris from Macquarie University with Erietera 

Aram 

 
 

 

Mangila Kilifi, Sister Antonia and Saineta Sioni after Mangila and Saineta sang at the Courageously 

Encountering God in Climate Change event 
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Ellie Johnston and Saineta Sioni 

 
 

 

Jill Finnane and the Rev Charles Rue 
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Erietera, Mangila, Saineta, Maria and Aso 

 
 

 

 

Dominic, Erietera, Jill, Maria, Aso, Saineta and Mangila with two Awaba Waste Management Centre 

officials, left and third left 
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Shared lunch and presentation to Newcastle Environment groups 

 
 

Aso presenting to the Uniting World KATEP Conversation 

 
 

“Leaving Kiribati is the very last option. We need to adapt, if we had the option of coming to 

Australia and working for a couple of years then we could go back home with more skills, 

ideas and abilities.” Erietera Eram, KATEP 2017 


