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ERC JUSTICE UPDATES
December 2019 No.16

Dear All,
Welcome to the 16th Edition of ERC Justice Updates your regular newsletter
from the Edmund Rice Centre, on all sorts of matters relating to human rights,
first nations and environmental justice.
REMEMBER WE ARE HERE TO HELP!
Thanks so much for your wonderful feedback, it is really appreciated. Please
do send us your feedback or any information you think would be good to
include in further updates.
Don't forget to forward Justice Updates onto anyone or let me know their
email address and I will subscribe them.
As one looks back on the year 2019 and the World of Social Justice one could
be forgiven for being pessimistic about where our world and indeed Australia
is heading. One crucial word that comes to mind is 'HOPE' as Desmond Tutu
said:

"Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the
darkness"
Wishing one and all the joys and happiness of the festive season and may
everyone be safe and peaceful during this time.
Previous editions are available at https://www.erc.org.au/newsletters
Regards
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Marita
Communications Project Officer,
Marita McInerney

A Monash University Research project which had an outcome of a new Social
Inclusion Index, 6000 Australians were surveyed over three waves between
May 2017 and December 2018 found :
Almost a quarter of Australians have have experienced a major form of
discrimination
People under the age of 25, LGBTI people, and racial minorities are most
likely to report experiences of major discrimination.
27% of Australians have experienced other forms of "everyday"
discrimination at least weekly, such as being treated with less respect,
harassed, or called names.
Those who have experienced discrimination have a lower sense of wellbeing and a weaker identification with Australia then those who have not.
One +ve finding was that 70% of participants were willing to take action
to "ensure that all people in Australia - regardlesss of race, gender, age
sexuality, disability, class of religion - are treated equally". An example of
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of this willingness was to be prepared to Say 'hello' to people from other
groups.

Indi Clarke, Youth Council Executive Officer NIT; Photo Hannah Cross

Hope for the future of justice at National Indigenous Justice
Forum 2019
Hannah Cross, National Indigenous Times,November 27, 2019
Stories of trauma, injustice and inequality intersected with stories of culture,
connection and hope at this year’s National Indigenous Justice Forum.
Held across two days at Perth’s Pan Pacific Hotel this week and coordinated
by Akolade, speakers and delegates participating in the justice sector gathered
for discussions around the theme ‘Putting an end to Indigenous injustice.’
A keynote presentation from Cheryl Axleby, CEO at Aboriginal Land Rights
Movement and Co-Chair of both Change the Record and National Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Legal Services (NATSILS), saw an overview of
Australia’s colonial history and how that legacy has been carried through to
today’s justice system.
Ms Axleby said Australia’s First Nations Peoples are the most incarcerated
population in the world, and that nine out of ten Aboriginal men born in the
1970s have been arrested.
“This is not something we can solve with minor, discrete policy changes,” Ms
Axleby said in her keynote.
“The mass incarceration crisis is an enduring colonial legacy.”
The accomplished Narungga woman highlighted statistic after statistic
demonstrating the inequities ever-present in Australia’s justice system –
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including that the rate of children being removed from their homes is higher
now than it was during the Stolen Generations.
Ms Axleby called for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to take a seat
at the table where decision-making happens.
“The days of setting policy for us, without us, is over.”
Read more: https://nit.com.au/hope-for-the-future-of-justice-at-the-nationalindigenous-justice-forum-2019/

How Indigenous songs recount deep histories of trade between
Australia and Southeast Asia
Aaron Corn, The Conversation, November 29th 2019
In 1983, the prolific Yolŋu (Yolngu) educator and musician, Mandawuy Yunupiŋu,
composed his first ever popular song, Djäpana: Sunset Dreaming. A decade later,
this song would become an iconic Australian hit as Yunupiŋu’s band, Yothu Yindi,
rose to stardom in the early 1990s.
At a time when other Yolŋu popular bands were emulating imported country and
gospel styles, the composition of Djäpana: Sunset Dreaming changed music history.
It drew on the Manikay tradition, the vast body of public ceremonial songs that were
bestowed on Yolŋu clans of northeast Arnhem Land countless generations ago by
the original ancestors who named, shaped and populated their homelands.
This revolutionary artistic act initiated an entirely new genre of popular music from
Arnhem Land, with Yothu Yindi at its vanguard, which would build new bridges with
audiences worldwide. Yet, unknown to most listeners is that this song echoes long
histories of early engagements with Southeast Asian visitors that remain integral to
Yolŋu ceremonial law to this day.
A song of homesickness
While other early hit songs by Yothu Yindi like Treaty and Mainstream inspire hope
for a better future, the mood of Djäpana: Sunset Dreaming is sorrowful. It was
composed when Yunupiŋu was working away from home as an Assistant Principal at
Shepherdson College in Galiwin’ku on Elcho Island in Arnhem Land, while his wife
and young children remained on the mainland some 150 kms to the east on the
Gove Peninsula.
After work one evening, Yunupiŋu sat with his guitar and, in the fading light of the
setting sun, channelled his homesickness into song. The lyrics that came to him
reminded him of home: warwu (sorrow), djäpana (coral sunset), rräma rrämani (coral
sunset clouds), dhurulaŋala galaŋgarri (fading coral sunset).
They affirmed Yunupiŋu’s own deep ancestry through the Gumatj Yolŋu clan and
drew on a Gumatj Manikay series of distinct song subjects for the clan’s country of
Bawaka on Port Bradshaw. The series remembers early Southeast Asian visitors.
Specifically, the lyrics were drawn from a terminal song subject from this Manikay
series, Djäpana (Coral Sunset).
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Read More: https://theconversation.com/friday-essay-how-indigenous-songsrecount-deep-histories-of-trade-between-australia-and-southeast-asia-123867

Thanksgiving: The National Day of Mourning
Allen Salway, papermag.com, 21 November 2018
Allen Salway is a 20-year-old Diné, Oglala Lakota, Tohono O'odham student, writer
and community organizer from the Navajo Nation.
Being a young, Native student in America during October to late-November is
complete mental exhaustion. This time of year in particular, society continuously
pushes us into oppressive climates where we are gaslighted through a series of
holidays that either reimagine history, play on and exploit painful stereotypes, or
both.
Columbus Day dresses up the genocide of our people as 'civilizing us,' Halloween
perpetuates the stereotypical "Indian," and the worst yet is Thanksgiving: the most
nationalized, white-washed version of history ever to happen to a marginalized
group. On top of the very real, everyday problems Natives currently still face, like
living without running water or electricity, respected national institutions readily erase
our history on this holiday. They mock us by wearing brown shirts to mimic our skin,
using us in their plays and crafting sacred cultural items — like dream-catchers and
headdresses — for classroom festivities.
Bear in mind, we Native Americans were prohibited from practicing our own culture
until just under 40 years ago. But still, schools take aspects of our culture and distort
them for fun and offensive activities, in the name of teaching 'history.' I've witnessed,
for instance, schools allow students to make up their very own 'Indian name' (which
by the way, was a special ceremony for me conducted by a Medicine Man and
Woman).
These practices are extremely detrimental to Native youth because it effectively
teaches us that the blatant racism against us is acceptable and allows a highly
negative representation of our culture to be portrayed in the media. This also has a
lot of negative impacts, furthered by the way the U.S. government treats us as a
demographic.
I want to highlight the recent incident in North Dakota where Natives lost their right
to vote (reminder that we were also the last to receive it). Natives are also exposed
to mass amounts of racism during the first year of our Western educational journey
(pre-k), which has been normalized for so long that even my parents had a hard time
pin-pointing it. I myself was usually the only Native student enrolled and was put into
school plays where I was given the role of the 'happy Native boy bringing food to
share with the Pilgrims,' followed by a feast where we give 'thanks' and come
together as one. In reality, the actual history behind Thanksgiving day is dark and
twisted.
"To me, Thanksgiving is a reminder of our resistance as Indigenous People
navigating this settler society that continuously tries
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to erase and destroy us, yet we are still here."
Read More: https://www.papermag.com/thanksgiving-native-american-history2620937254.html

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE
Bishops Commission for Social Justice, Mission and Service

It’s time to get Australia’s offshore detainees to safety
Media Release December 6, 2019
Bishop Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv has expressed deep concern over the
repeal of legislation that gave doctors decision-making power in the transfer of
refugees and asylum-seekers requiring medical treatment from offshore detention
facilities to Australia.“
These arrangements were essential in ensuring sick people received the medical
care they desperately needed. The ‘Medevac’ legislation put an end to needless
deaths – 12 occurring prior to the legislation. It operated without a massive influx of
asylum-seekers and without undermining the Government’s control of Australian
borders.
“The lives of a very vulnerable group of people are now placed at risk once more,”
said Bishop Long, the chair of the Australian Catholic Bishops Commission for Social
Justice, Mission and Service.
Bishop Long was part of a recent Australian Catholic delegation to Papua New
Guinea to express solidarity with refugees and asylum-seekers who have been
detained indefinitely in inhumane conditions in places such as the Bomana
Immigration Detention Facility. The Catholic Church, through its agencies like
Caritas, is rendering assistance and support to those men.
“What we witnessed and heard confirms an alarming destruction of the physical and
mental health of people already harmed by the offshore detention system,” he said.
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“It is the result of systematic cruelty. Detainees are malnourished and not getting
basic food, medical treatment and other support. Some have been in detention for up
to seven years.
“With the repeal of Medevac, the onus is on Minister Dutton and Prime Minister
Morrison to explain how they will ensure that these people will have their human right
to medical treatment respected.
"Australians do not want this kind of treatment meted out to sick and vulnerable
people in our name.
“I join with a growing number of Australians who are calling on the Government to
reconsider New Zealand’s offer to receive 150 refugees. For the sake of the Godgiven dignity of more than 500 men, women and children detained offshore, the
Catholic Church calls for the Government to ensure timely and durable resettlement
options in Australia and other secure countries,” Bishop Long concluded.
Media contact: Gavin Abraham • 0408 825 788 • media@catholic.org.au

Those who helped the medevac repeal bill to pass should hang their
heads in shame
Nick Martin, The Guardian, 4th December 2019
I am a doctor, not a politician; I simply want timely medical care to be given to
those in need of it. Today Australia became a little crueller
Along with many other doctors in Australia, I watched today in dismay as the
medevac repeal bill was passed in the Senate. Much was made of the secret deal
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that Tasmanian senator Jacqui Lambie had been offered, then denied by the LNP.
Whatever the truth is will be hard to discern. The details about what will happen to
those people on Nauru and Papua New Guinea who are currently in the medevac
system are also unclear at this stage. This is not unexpected; nobody who has had
any dealings with this government expected any less than dirty tricks, distractions
and outright untruths, which we have listened to for the past few weeks as the
rhetoric heated up, selected medical details were leaked to trusted news outlets and
ministers trotted out well-rehearsed dog-whistling lines. It’s incredibly disheartening
to see senators spouting tired old racist tropes about rapists and murderers.
Medevac repeal bill passes after Jacqui Lambie makes 'secret deal' with Coalition
Read more
I watched the events unfold on my computer at work and then got back to a full
clinic – business as usual. The doctors who worked so hard to campaign for the
medevac legislation, those who spoke out publicly and attracted opprobrium and
abuse from those in Australia who seem to delight in the ongoing cruelty being
inflicted on these vulnerable people, will also be back at work seeing patients, with
no interest in whether those patients are child molesters, fraudsters or murderers.
We simply see a patient; the government apparently sees a way to achieve a
political gain by disparaging the statements from every medical college.
Medevac gave unwell people offshore a glimmer of hope that their cases would be
assessed on medical need. It appears that we now go back to the old situation, with
the government spending thousands upon thousands of dollars trying to prevent
cases being brought to court, only to fold at the last minute, which is what happened
before. What a thoroughly pointless, expensive exercise. The rates of physical and
mental suffering in this retained cohort used as effectively a human shield are
unbelievable. To know it is all so preventable is just heartbreaking.
Read More: https://www.theguardian.com/australianews/commentisfree/2019/dec/04/those-who-helped-the-medevac-repeal-bill-topass-should-hang-their-heads-in-shame?
fbclid=IwAR0bU2qg87aYdRdv3QoSdJ9Ng8p26H4Lc7F5JGYTQY__Ix89djAtkzYJa2
Y
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Pope: Make the world more human by guaranteeing the dignity of
the disabled
On the occasion of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, December 3rd,
Pope Francis recalls how the promotion of the right to participation plays a central
role in combating discrimination and promoting a culture of encounter and quality of
life.

Lydia O'Kane, Vatican News, 3rd December 2019
In his message marking the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, Pope
Francis notes that “great progress has been made towards people with
disabilities in the medical and welfare fields.”
But he highlights the fact that even today there is still a culture of waste with
many disabled people feeling that “they exist without belonging and without
participating.”
Protection of rights
The Pope stresses that “all this calls not only for the rights of people with
disabilities and their families to be protected”, but, he adds, “it also urges us to
make the world more human” by removing prejudice.
It is necessary, Pope Francis writes, “to take care of and accompany people
with disabilities in every condition of life, also making use of current
technologies”, so that they can actively and with dignity participate in both civil
and ecclesial communities.
He also says, that the accessibility of places and quality of life need to be
promoted, taking into account all the dimensions of the human being.
Hidden exiles
In the message, the Pope emphasizes “the many ‘hidden exiles’ who live in our
file:///C:/Users/ajafar/Downloads/ERC Justice Newsletter December 2019 .html

9/18

3/31/2020

*|MC:SUBJECT|*

homes, our families and our societies”.
“I am thinking”, he continues, “of people of all ages, especially the elderly, who,
also because of their disability, are sometimes felt as a burden, as
‘cumbersome presences’, and are in danger of being discarded, of being
denied concrete job prospects to participate in the construction of their own
future.”
Pope Francis stresses that “we need to develop antibodies against a culture
that considers some lives” first or second class. This is a social sin”, he says.
A change of mentality needed
On this International Day of Persons with Disabilities, the Pontiff invites people
to “have the courage to give a voice to those who are discriminated against
because of their disability.”
“Making good laws and breaking down physical barriers is important”, the Pope
writes, “but it is not enough, if the mentality does not change.”
Concluding his message, Pope Francis encourages “all those who work with
people with disabilities to continue with this important service and commitment,
which determines the degree of civilization of a nation.”
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PCP staff Jill Finnane and Maria Tiimon Chi Fang with their message: “For Kiribati and Tuvalu climate is a
matter of SURVIVAL.”

PCP support School Strike for Climate event 29 November2019.
School Strike for Climate (SS4C) organised a peaceful ‘sit-in’ outside Liberal
party HQ in William St, Woolloomooloo. This student led and coordinated event
on 29th November saw thousands of people, including a number of PCP staff,
participate. The organisers showed solidarity with bush fire communities by
hearing from a young student and another speaker of their horrific experiences
of losing their homes to bushfires and the far reaching impacts this has had on
them and their communities. Organisers also used the event as a fundraiser for
bush fire relief. The morning started with a welcome to country followed by a
number of impassioned pleas for action from indigenous leaders. Several
school students also spoke with great passion and clarity urging the
government to act on climate change now. We were then treated to a moving
performance of John Lennon’s song “Imagine” by a student. To conclude the
event, pieces of coloured material were passed out for people to write their own
climate message on, to be sewn together like prayer flags. PCP staff Jill
Finnane and Maria Tiimon Chi Fang with their message: “For Kiribati and
Tuvalu climate is a matter of SURVIVAL.”

Attendance at COP 25 in Madrid
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Mr Enele Sopoaga being interviewed at the Moana Blue Pacific Pavilion at COP 25 in Madrid.

Pacific Calling Partnership has jointly sponsored Anna Nuariki from Kiribati and
Maina Talia from Tuvalu to attend the United Nations Climate Conference (COP) in
Madrid. Both Anna and Maina are graduates of the PCP KATEP (Kiribati Australia
Tuvalu Exchange Program) and are eminently qualified to tell the stories of their
islands.
This year they are attending the COP in Madrid to help get the Pacific voice heard.
They will tell the stories of the people of the Pacific who are now fighting for the
future of their low lying islands which the United Nations has identified as being
among the most vulnerable nations in the world. The former Prime Minister of
Tuvalu, Enele Sopoaga, and former President of Kiribati, Anote Tong, are also
attending the COP.
At a COP side event, Anna had the opportunity to address an international audience
saying:
"Kiribati is only 2-3 meters above the sea level, which makes Loss and
Damage the biggest threat for my people. Our livelihood, well-being, culture
and security are all threatened by Climate Change. How would you feel if your
country was in that situation?"
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The key issues seeking resolution at this COP are:
Funding for loss and damage - the worst impacts of climate change on the
most vulnerable populations, particularly relevant for our Pacific neighbours.
The rules for carbon markets in the Paris Agreement (Article 6) which Australia
is trying to use to get through its carry over units from the Kyoto Protocol.
Whether there will there be commitments from countries to increase ambition
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the lead up to COP26 in Glasgow next
year.
The South Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP) is managing the Moana
Blue Pacific Pavilion which is providing a platform for discussion, debate and
knowledge-transfer on issues important to the Pacific, including options for
enhancing mitigation and resilience, and amplifying the Pacific’s call for ambitious
global action by all.

Pope Francis meets Jose Gregorio Diaz Mirabal, a member of the Curripaco indigenous community, during a
session of the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon at the Vatican Oct. 8, 2019. (Credit: CNS.)

Theologians praise suggestion to add ‘ecological sins’ to
Catholic catechism
Nick Mayrand, Crux, November 20th 2019
Theologians praise suggestion to add ‘ecological sins’ to Catholic catechism

DAYTON, Ohio - A possible recognition of “ecological sins” in the Catholic
Church’s main teaching document would help “sharpen our consciences in
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matters of ecological abuse,” according to Dr. Christopher Thompson, a leading
moral theologian.
Twice in the past few weeks, Church leaders have used language of
“ecological sin” to highlight acts and habits of pollution of the environment - first
in the final document from the Amazon Synod and more recently on Friday,
when Pope Francis said he was considering adding “ecological sin” to the
Catechism of the Catholic Church.
Such a move would help to cement Francis’s teaching on the necessity of
caring for the environment as a key Catholic teaching.
Thompson, Dean of the Saint Paul Seminary School of Divinity and author of
The Joyful Mystery: Field Notes Toward a Green Thomism, said the language
of ecological sin can bring moral clarity, noting that much will depend on
steering clear of “politically charged language.”
“Our knowledge of the fragility and complexity of our environmental
surroundings has increased dramatically. It seems only prudent to include,
then, this new knowledge into our spiritual discernment about what constitutes
a vibrant Catholic life,” he told Crux.
A reservoir of moral clarity
...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................

Dr. Celia Deane-Drummond, Director of the Laudato Si’ Research Institute
(LSRI) at Campion Hall, Oxford University,
“Transgressions against the earth are intricately bound up with the lives of
human beings; the two cannot be split apart,” she continued.
“Linking issues of poverty with ecology has been part of Catholic social
teaching for some time; and especially prominent in the work of Pope Benedict
XVI, such as in Caritas in Veritate; the difference now is that it is applied
specifically to the Amazonian region with specific implications as to what this
might imply in terms of environmental injustice,” she said.
“These injustices are against future generations in so far as the earth that is
part of a common inheritance is degraded and disfigured as a result of human
actions now, and some regions will become uninhabitable in accordance with
scientific projections where the economy is operational on a business as usual
basis,” Deane-Drummond said.
Thompson said a concern for ecology is older than the modern popes,
suggesting that St. Thomas Aquinas’s classic definition of natural law, “the
rational creature’s participation in the eternal law,” could easily serve as the
definition of integral ecology because “both assume an ordered cosmos in
which the embodied human being dwells, and both seek to articulate principles
for our rational flourishing within that ordered world.”
He also said Catholics especially ought to be at the forefront of ecological
efforts, “since it is precisely our proclamation of Christ, the Logos, the one
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through whom all things were made, that places regard for the environment at
the center of our ethical concerns.”
Read More: https//:cruxnow.com/church-in-the-usa/2019/11/theologians-praisesuggestion-to-add-ecological-sins-to-catholic-catechism/

REFLECTIONS
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE
CELEBRATION OF THE 53rd WORLD DAY OF PEACE 1 JANUARY
2020
PEACE AS A JOURNEY OF HOPE: DIALOGUE, RECONCILIATION
AND ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION
1. Peace, a journey of hope in the face of obstacles and trial
Peace is a great and precious value, the object of our hope and the aspiration
of the entire human family. As a human attitude, our hope for peace is marked
by an existential tension that makes it possible for the present, with all its
difficulties, to be “lived and accepted if it leads towards a goal, if we can be
sure of this goal, and if this goal is great enough to justify the effort of the
journey”.[1] Hope is thus the virtue that inspires us and keeps us moving
forward, even when obstacles seem insurmountable.
Our human community bears, in its memory and its flesh, the scars of ever
more devastating wars and conflicts that affect especially the poor and the
vulnerable. Entire nations find it difficult to break free of the chains of
exploitation and corruption that fuel hatred and violence. Even today, dignity,
physical integrity, freedom, including religious freedom, communal solidarity
and hope in the future are denied to great numbers of men and women, young
and old. Many are the innocent victims of painful humiliation and exclusion,
sorrow and injustice, to say nothing of the trauma born of systematic attacks
on their people and their loved ones.
The terrible trials of internal and international conflicts, often aggravated by
ruthless acts of violence, have an enduring effect on the body and soul of
humanity. Every war is a form of fratricide that destroys the human family’s
innate vocation to brotherhood.
War, as we know, often begins with the inability to accept the diversity of
others, which then fosters attitudes of aggrandizement and domination born of
selfishness and pride, hatred and the desire to caricature, exclude and even
destroy the other. War is fueled by a perversion of relationships, by
hegemonic ambitions, by abuses of power, by fear of others and by seeing
diversity as an obstacle. And these, in turn, are aggravated by the experience
of war.
As I observed during my recent Apostolic Journey to Japan, our world is
paradoxically marked by “a perverse dichotomy that tries to defend and
ensure stability and peace through a false sense of security sustained by a
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mentality of fear and mistrust, one that ends up poisoning relationships
between peoples and obstructing any form of dialogue. Peace and
international stability are incompatible with attempts to build upon the fear of
mutual destruction or the threat of total annihilation. They can be achieved
only on the basis of a global ethic of solidarity and cooperation in the service
of a future shaped by interdependence and shared responsibility in the whole
human family of today and tomorrow”.[2]
Every threatening situation feeds mistrust and leads people to withdraw into
their own safety zone. Mistrust and fear weaken relationships and increase the
risk of violence, creating a vicious circle that can never lead to a relationship
of peace. Even nuclear deterrence can only produce the illusion of security.
We cannot claim to maintain stability in the world through the fear of
annihilation, in a volatile situation, suspended on the brink of a nuclear abyss
and enclosed behind walls of indifference. As a result, social and economic
decisions are being made that lead to tragic situations where human beings
and creation itself are discarded rather than protected and preserved.[3] How,
then, do we undertake a journey of peace and mutual respect? How do we
break the unhealthy mentality of threats and fear? How do we break the
current dynamic of distrust?
We need to pursue a genuine fraternity based on our common origin from
God and exercised in dialogue and mutual trust. The desire for peace lies deep
within the human heart, and we should not resign ourselves to seeking
anything less than this.
Read full
message:http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/p
apa-francesco_20191208_messaggio-53giornatamondiale-pace2020.html
Prayer for Advent and Christmas 2019
May we each recognise in the light of our places the One who came as a tiny babe
May we always keep or gaze on the Heart of Christ present in all things
May our hearts shine like a beacon in a fearful world
And may the blessing of God who waits to be born in each one of us, remain with you and
those you love, now and always.
Amen
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We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of Australia as the traditional owners
and custodians of the land. We commit ourselves to actively work alongside them for reconciliation and
justice. We pay our respects to the Elders; past, present and future. As we take our next step we
remember the first footsteps taken on this sacred land.

Our mailing address is:
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