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Fire Blessing
May the fire be in your thoughts
making them good and just
may it protect you from all harm
may the fire be in your eyes
may it open your eyes to see what is good in life
may it protect you from speaking against another.
May the fire be in your ears
we pray that you may hear with deep listening
so that you may hear the flow of water
and of all Creation and of the Dreaming.
May you be protected from gossip
and from those things that harm and break down your family.
May the fire be in your arms and hands
so that you may be of service and build up love.
May the fire protect you from all violence.
May the fire be in your whole being, in your legs and feet
enabling you to walk the earth with respect and care
so that you may journey in the ways of goodness and trust
and be protected from walking away from what is true.
Prayer used by Aboriginal people in the Kimberley region
for 1000s of years.
Sourced from Fr. Claude Mostowik msc Liturgy for Pentecost Sunday May 31st
2020.

Dear All,
Welcome to the 23rd Edition of ERC Justice Updates

your regular

newsletter from the Edmund Rice Centre, on all sorts of matters relating
to human rights, first nations and environmental justice.
As we all progress along this strange, unusual road of the year 2020 not
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knowing what is coming next let us remember to:

In this time of great upheaval & change Justice Updates will be coming to
you every fortnight - please send us anything you would like
included. Your suggestions, comments both positive and negative or
indeed any information you think would be good to include, it is all much
appreciated.
Don't forget to forward Justice Updates onto anyone or let me know their
email address and I will subscribe them.
Previous editions are available at https://www.erc.org.au/newsletters
Peace
Marita
Communications Project Officer,
Marita McInerney
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In a recently released report by the Australian Institute of Health and
Welfare (AIHW) re youth justice under supervision:
The level of Indigenous youth between 10 - 17 years over
representation under justice supervision had stabilised between
2014/15 & 2018/2019: i.e. 176 - 172 per 10,100.
On an average day in 2018/19 there were 5694 young people overall
under supervision because of their alleged involvement in crime. Of
these indigenous youth were 16 times more likely to be under
supervision.
Although only 6% of young people aged 10-17 in Australia are
Indigenous or Torres Strait Islander - 50% of those under
supervision were Indigenous of Torres Strait Islander.
Overall picture in 2018/19 showed Indigenous youth were over
represented and those in remote areas and of low socio-economic
status had an increased liklihood of coming into contact with the
youth justice system.
Indigenous young people were 22 times more likely to be in
detention & 15 times more likely to be under supervision with the
youth justice system.

The Law Council of Australia's spokesperson Pauline Wright made the
following observations about the Report.
(i) Any drop in youth justice supervision is welcomed
(ii) Latest data only serves to highlight systemic problems.
(iii) Must have complementary Closing the Gap Refresh. Targets are
critical with an aim to reduce the proportion of Indigenous children
entering out of home care which often provides a pathway into the youth
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justice system.

In a summary of research undertaken fortnightly by 'Essential Research'
related to the COVID -19 Pandemic. 1073 people responded to an online
survey between the 14th -17th May 2020.
In response to a question re 'Changing attitudes to people' - Over
half of people 56% now feel more +ve towards health and care
workers as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak.
Around one in five people 23% felt more +ve towards people with
mental health issues and those who are unemployed or homeless
21% felt more +ve.
In relation to Employment and Job prospects of the Long-Term
unemployed - 43% of people who were unemployed before the
COVID-19 outbreak disagree that they'll be able to find well-paying
job in their field at their level of experience and 45% disagree there
will be appropriate jobs for them.
In relation to those made unemployed since COVID -19 - less than
one in five (18%) think they'll be back in work straight away. 36%
think it will take them a long time to find paid work & 10% think they
may not find paid work again.
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Torres Strait Islander man held for 2 years in immigration
detention says he's lost everything
A Torres Strait Islander Traditional Owner spent two years in immigration
detention in Western Australia, now he's worried about what will happen to him
if he returns to Country.
Aaron Smith, NITV News, 18th May 2020
Torres Strait Islander Daniel Gibuma said he "lost everything" after spending
28 months in Western Australia's Yongah Hill Immigration Detention Centre.
After his release, Mr Gilbuma said he feels that he is living under "house
arrest."
"When I was locked up, Mum passed away in 2018. Then my brother passed
away, then his son died soon after, and they wouldn't let me out for the
funerals," Mr Gibuma told NITV News this week, from his family home in the
Cairns suburb of Edmonton.
"Then my baby girl, my youngest, got involved with a man and had a kid, and I
was not there to support her. Then she had a second baby that I missed being
part of, that felt hard for me because I couldn't be there to protect her, guide or
give advice."
Mr Gibuma's family name is registered on the Native Title Register as
Traditional Owners of the Torres Strait Island of Boigu, the northern most point
of Australia's territory.
However, Mr Gibuma said it wasn't until Australian Border Force received a
letter signed by 26 Elders from his community last month stating that he was a
Traditional Owner that he was finally released quietly on April 16.
The Department of Home Affairs approached Mr Gibuma two days after a
landmark High Court ruling on February 11 found Aboriginal Australians cannot
be considered "aliens" under the constitution.
Born in Papua New Guinea's Western Province in 1964 when the region was
still an Australian external territory, Mr Gibuma was culturally adopted to his
uncle on Boigu at the age of seven where he grew up.
Like many people living in Australia who were born in PNG prior to
independence in 1975 – when it was still an Australian territory, Mr Gibuma
believed he automatically received Australian citizenship at birth.
He has worked in Australia, paid taxes, voted and received Medicare and
Centrelink benefits throughout his life.
However, after changes to legislation in 1975, thousands of Australians had
their citizenship revoked and were placed on Permanent Stay Visas - often
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without their knowledge.
Then an amendment to the 501 section of the Citizenship Act 1958 by the
Minister of Home Affairs in 2014 allowed visas to be revoked and rights to
reside in Australia removed on character grounds, after a lifetime total of 12
months jail sentence has been accrued. This resulted in several First Nation
people, like Mr Gibuma, being held in detention centres and even deported.
"Every day inside I would be thinking today they may come and take me and
deport me," Mr Gibuma said.
"I saw how there were grabbing people from the centre, the Serco security
that works for immigration.
"I would think tonight they will come into my room at 2am, 3am grab me and
say 'off you go,' that's what they were doing, but then when we were able to get
the touchscreens (phones) inside, they slowed down then as we were filming
them and putting it on the 501 (Facebook) page.
'It's all there, what they do to us, mistreat us, torture us, we name and shamed
them there."
Read More: https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/2020/05/18/torres-straitislander-man-held-2-years-immigration-detention-says-hes-lost

National Sorry Day 2020
As we pause today to remember and pray for the Stolen Generation, let us
also pledge to continue the process of healing, reconciliation and full
recognition of our first peoples in this Great South Land of the Holy Spirit.
Grounded in truth, let us walk together with courage!
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Prayer for Australia
God of holy Dreaming, Great Creator Spirit,
from the dawn of creation you have given your
children the good things of Mother Earth.
You spoke and the gum tree grew.
In the vast desert and dense forest,
and in cities at the water’s edge,
creation sings your praise.
Your presence endures as the rock at the heart of our land.
When Jesus hung on the tree
you heard the cries of all your people
and became one with your wounded ones: the convicts, the hunted, the
dispossessed, the children taken from their families.
The sunrise of your Son coloured the earth anew,
and bathed it in glorious hope.
In Jesus we have been reconciled to you,
to each other and to your whole creation.
Lead us on, Great Spirit,
as we gather from the four corners of the earth;
Enable us to walk together in trust
from the hurt of the past
into the full day which has dawned in Jesus Christ.
Amen.
With thanks to Lenore Parker for sharing this prayer with us.
Source: Jamberoo Abbey, Facebook Post 26th May 2020

Senator Patrick Dodson, Facebook Post 26th May 2020
On National Sorry Day let us remember the abuse of the rights of the
Aboriginal children taken from their mothers and families.
Let us remember the genocide that was intended, and let us celebrate the
triumph of those children despite their adversity.
Let us acknowledge the courage of the nation to apologise to help healing and
for the truth to be heard.

Conversation on Reconciliation with Senator Patrick Dodson:
https://youtu.be/CTZHsxl-U5o
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What is National Reconciliation Week?
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn
about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore
how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.
The dates for NRW remain the same each year; 27 May to 3 June. These
dates commemorate two significant milestones in the reconciliation
journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High Court Mabo
decision respectively.
Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all
Australians as we move forward, creating a nation strengthened by
respectful relationships between the wider Australian community, and
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
Theme National Reconcilation Week - 'In this together'
In 2020 Reconciliation Australia marks twenty years of shaping
Australia’s journey towards a more just, equitable and reconciled nation.
Much has happened since the early days of the people’s movement for
reconciliation, including greater acknowledgement of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander rights to land and sea; understanding of the impact
of government policies and frontier conflicts; and an embracing of stories
of Indigenous success and contribution.
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2020 also marks the twentieth anniversary of the reconciliation walks of
2000, when people came together to walk on bridges and roads across
the nation and show their support for a more reconciled Australia.
As always, we stand on the shoulders of those who came before us, and
Australians now benefit from the efforts and contributions of people
committed to reconciliation in the past.
Today we work together to further that national journey towards a fully
reconciled country.
Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – as individuals, families,
communities, organisations and importantly as a nation. At the heart of
this journey are relationships between the broader Australian community
and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
We strive towards a more just, equitable nation by championing unity and
mutual respect as we come together and connect with one another.
On this journey, Australians are all In This Together; every one of us has
a role to play when it comes to reconciliation, and in playing our part we
collectively build relationships and communities that value Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories and cultures.
Read more for Virtual Events & Information:
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/
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Refugee Imad exploring his new home town Chicago. Source: Supplied

Dozens of refugees flown from Australia and PNG to US
despite coronavirus travel bans
Stefan Armbruster, SBS News, 21st May 2020
Australians in the US have been fundraising to support the refugees'
resettlement which has been complicated by the coronavirus pandemic.
Dozens of refugees who have spent years in Australia’s offshore processing
regime have been flown to the United States for resettlement, despite
COVID-19 travel restrictions.
Transfers from Papua New Guinea and Australian immigration detention
centres under the US resettlement program are continuing as the US struggles
to contain the pandemic that has killed more than 93,000 people there.
Thirty-five refugees departed Port Moresby on Thursday morning bound for the
US via Singapore, and one refugee is due to fly to Finland, according to
sources and documents obtained by SBS News.
A handful also departed Australia for the US this week, including several from
the Kangaroo Point hotel being used as an “alternative place of detention”
(APOD) in Brisbane and from community detention in Melbourne.
Sudanese refugee Omar Muhammed Jack farewelled Australia in a social
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media post.
“Finally after 7 dark years, I'm leaving to USA today,” he posted before
boarding the flight in Port Moresby.
“Finally after 7 dark years, I'm leaving to USA today”: Sudanese refugee Omar
Muhammed Jack.
“I’m going to be free forever and it's amazing and exciting for me but still the
happiness (is) incomplete because as long (as) many innocent refugees and
asylum seekers (remain) in unlawful indefinite detention for 7 years in offshore
and onshore.
Read More:
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/dozens-of-refugees-flown-from-australia-andpng-to-us-despite-coronavirus-travel-bans

Resettled refugees in Covid-19 lockdown
Imran Mohammad,The Saturday Paper, Edition No.302, 23rd -29th May
2020
Imran Mohammad is a Rohingya refugee who was held on Manus Island for
four years. He learnt English while in detention.
In 2018, my life changed forever. From being stateless, after seven years held
in refugee detention, I became a permanent resident of the United States. The
outcome is beyond words.
Building trust in humanity was the most difficult part of my new life. I was free
but, emotionally and mentally, I was still a prisoner. I, like other refugees, have
not managed to overcome these emotions. There is no time to heal from our
horrific experiences, and so we move on, masking our true feelings, as though
things are normal. My concern is that there are many of us who will
unknowingly pass the trauma we endured on to the next generation.
Despite having so many odd thoughts that pull me back, I wake every morning
with a desire to gain knowledge. I tell myself that if I don’t try my absolute best
to create a positive future, there will be no one to blame except me.
It took me nine months to complete my high school diploma and I sat my
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college entrance examinations in the fall. Spring saw my first semester in
college. It was demanding and challenging, and I found understanding the
education process the hardest part.
As I can only study at a community college for two years, I had to make sure I
am taking the right classes and they are transferable so I can obtain a
bachelor’s degree from a university. The pressure was tremendous and some
days I felt extremely overwhelmed, but my professors were very helpful.
When Covid-19 interrupted our lives, all of my classes went online. I was
scared because I didn’t know how I would teach myself all these new things.
Statistics and biology were not easy to learn online and it was hard for the
professors to conduct classes. Many students dropped out, but I persevered
and completed semester one.
Despite the initial elation I felt with my college success, Covid-19 brought me
back to square one. Everything seemed pointless once again. I suddenly felt
lost. The atmosphere in America is eerie. People look at each other with fear
and faces are covered with masks. There is no human interaction; it feels like
Chicago, where I am living, is a ghost city.
Not being able to touch another human during this crisis reminds me of
my life on Manus Island and in other refugee camps. But I didn’t let the
systems destroy my internal strength then, and I won’t now.
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/opinion/topic/2020/05/23/resettledrefugees-covid-19-lockdown/15901560009864
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Illustration by Boris SV/Getty Images

From Emergency to Emergence
David Korten Yes! Magazine April 23rd, 2020
The COVID-19 emergency has exposed our societies’ failure to address the
needs of billions of people. Simultaneously, we are witnessing a fundamental
truth about human nature: There are those among us eager to exploit the
suffering of others for personal gain. We can be reassured, however, by how
few of them there are. Their actions contrast starkly with the far greater
numbers at all levels of society demonstrating their willingness, even
eagerness, to cooperate, share, and sacrifice for the well-being of all.
The pandemic has also exposed extreme vulnerabilities in the global market
economy, including its long and highly specialized linear supply chains,
corporate monopolies shielded from market forces, privatized technologies, and
ruthless competition without regard for its impact on people and the Earth.
This is an unprecedented opportunity to rethink how our beliefs, values, and
institutions shape our relationships. We can create a world that works for
everyone or face a future that no longer works for anyone.
Discussions now underway in many community, national, and global forums
suggest a significant widening of what is known as the Overton Window: the
range of public policies that the mainstream population is prepared to consider
at a given time.
This is an unprecedented opportunity to rethink how our beliefs, values, and
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institutions shape our relationships.
read more: https://www.yesmagazine.org/opinion/2020/04/23/coronavirusrebuild-economy/

The Pacific Calling Partnership (PCP) is an initiative of the Edmund Rice
Centre for Justice and Community Education (ERC) and began in 2006 in
response to Pacific Island calls for solidarity in the face of climate
change. PCP seeks out and provides opportunities for Pacific Islanders to
tell their stories and promote understanding of the impacts of climate
change on their homelands. Small island nations do not have the
resources to counter the negative impacts of climate change and look to
nations like Australia for solidarity and support.PCP is committed to
collaborating with our island neighbours, such as Kiribati and Tuvalu, to
communicate and amplify their climate change messages both within
Australia and internationally.
The 2019 Annual Report of the Pacific Calling Partnership can be found :
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/erc/pages/31/attachments/original
/1589846874/Final_PCP_Annual_Report_2019.pdf?1589846874

Laudato Si’: Pope Francis’s encyclical offers a vital contribution
to the post-COVID-19 recovery
Thea Ormerod, ABC Religion & Ethics Report Blog, 18th May 2020
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In his 2015 encyclical, Pope Francis praised environmental organisations but
bemoaned the many impediments to their efficacy. Now, there is reason to be
more hopeful. (Andreas Solaro / AFP via Getty Images)
It’s been five years since Pope Francis’s encyclical, Laudato Si’: On care for
our common home, was promulgated on 24 May 2015. The timing of the
commemorative global “Laudato Si’ Week” (16–24 May) couldn’t be more fitting
for those of us promoting an economic recovery from COVID-19 that tackles
unemployment, rebuilds a resilient economy and addresses climate change, all
at the same time. The reminder of this historic encyclical adds Francis’s moral
authority to the case made by concerned Australian economists regarding how
this practically can be done.
The anniversary comes on the heels of another Australian School Strike 4
Climate on 15 May (online this time). No doubt Francis would be pleased about
that, given his frequent praise of Greta Thunberg and the school strikers more
generally. With his usual talent for pithy messaging, Francis said in his Earth
Day message in April, “still it will be necessary for our children to take to the
streets to teach us the obvious: we have no future if we destroy the very
environment that sustains us.”
In his encyclical, Francis was uncompromising on what it will take to protect our
children’s future:
There is an urgent need to develop policies so that, in the next few
years, the emission of carbon dioxide and other highly polluting
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gases can be drastically reduced, for example, substituting for fossil
fuels and developing sources of renewable energy.
Regarding the challenge of investing in the more sustainable use of resources,
he wrote:
If we look at the larger picture, we can see that more diversified and
innovative forms of production which impact less on the
environment can prove very profitable. It is a matter of openness to
different possibilities …
When Laudato Si’ was written, prevailing opinion held that working to protect
the environment meant sacrificing economic goals, at least in the short-term.
While Francis’s emphasis was on the moral argument for caring about the
environment generally and climate change in particular, long-term, the research
was already showing that the economic costs of acting to mitigate climate
change would be far, far less than the costs of dealing with cascading climate
breakdown. The evidence for this only grows stronger.
However, it now also makes economic sense to act on climate change in the
short-term. The economics of low-carbon technologies has shifted remarkably
in the last five years. Investors are more aware of climate risk and more often
exclude fossil fuel-intensive companies in their portfolios. Environmental, Social
and Governance (ESG) investments have been increasingly delivering equal or
better returns than conventional stocks. Even in the COVID-19 downturn, ESG
investments have been holding up better.
Coal mining is the third fastest declining industry globally, and oil and gas
exploration are together the fourth fastest declining industries. With the
collapse in oil and gas prices they are less profitable than ever before.
Increasingly efficient and competitively priced renewable technologies mean it
has become simply uneconomic to build new coal-fired power stations.
Read More: https://www.abc.net.au/religion/pope-francis-laudato-si-and-ourpost-pandemic-recovery/12259536

Bishop Vincent Long's message for the fifth anniversary of
Laudato Si’
My dear friends,
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Five years ago, Pope Francis issued Laudato Si’. That encyclical, on the
environment, called for an ‘ecological conversion’, meaning a deep communion
with all things that surround us.
In that prophetic document, we have a blueprint for a sustainable future that is
based on respect and love for this beautiful planet. The encyclical is offered to
us as timely reminder that we humans are part of the interconnected cosmic
web of creation and we need to live in harmony with it.
Today, we are also challenged to move beyond old patterns of living and
behaviour, both individually and collectively.
In the light of the ecological crisis that demands a conversion of heart and a
change of lifestyle, we must have the courage to align ourselves with God’s
plan for the world.
Only by acting in the best interests of the environment, of the poor and of future
generations can we save this planet from devastation.
We cannot continue ‘business as usual’ and neglect the poor, the afflicted and
the ailing planet, the consequences can only be destructive.
When we are out of touch with the natural world and our spiritual roots, we
deprive ourselves of the antibodies we need to confront adversity.
This ecological crisis we are living through is a symptom of a deeper malaise, a
sign that we have alienated ourselves from the God of life and love; that we
have become dull to the cry of God’s poor and the cry of God’s creation.
Therefore, it is an opportunity for us to recognise our own sinfulness that
contributes to the suffering of Body of Christ, now, at this moment, in the poor,
the dispossessed, the marginalised and our wounded Mother Earth.
It is a kairos for us to further God’s restorative justice in the world.
Laudato Si’ was and is for Catholics and non-Catholics, domestically and
globally to enter into an ecological dialogue and an immediate call to action.
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The moral imperative, of all Catholics, is to respond to this ecological crisis, one
we have witnessed recently through bushfires following on from years of
drought.
Go forth, imagine and enact change in a post COVID-19 world, in your circles
of influence.
Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv
Bishop of Parramatta
Chair, Bishops Commission for Social Justice – Mission and Service
Video of this message:
https://www.catholicoutlook.org/bishop-vincents-message-for-the-fifthanniversary-of-laudato-si/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&
utm_campaign=bishop-vincents-message-for-the-fifth-anniversary-of-laudato-si
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REFLECTIONS
Wild Geese
You do not have to be good.
You do not have to walk on your knees
for a hundred miles through the desert repenting.
You only have to let the soft animal of your body
love what it loves.
Tell me about despair, yours, and I will tell you mine.
Meanwhile the world goes on.
Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of the rain
are moving across the landscapes,
over the prairies and the deep trees,

5/06/2020, 2:08 pm

*|MC:SUBJECT|*

21 of 22

file:///C:/Users/ajafar/Downloads/ERC Justice Newsletter May 2020 ...

the mountains and the rivers.
Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air,
are heading home again.
Whoever you are, no matter how lonely,
the world offers itself to your imagination,
calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting over and over announcing your place
in the family of things.
~ Mary Oliver
…may Christ inflame the desires of all people to break through the
barriers which divide them, to strengthen the bonds of mutual love, to
learn to understand one another, and to pardon those who have done
them wrong. Through Christ’s power and inspiration may all peoples
welcome each other to their hearts as brothers and sisters, and may the
peace they long for ever flower and ever reign among them.
Pope John XXIII, Pacem in Terris, #171

Whenever a human community resists its own destruction or works for its
own renewal; when structural changes serve the liberation of oppressed
peoples; when law subverts sexism, racism, poverty, and militarism;
when swords are beaten into ploughshares or bombs into food for the
starving; when the scores of old injustices are healed; when enemies are
reconciled once violence and domination have ceased; whenever the lies
and the raping and the killing stop; wherever diversity is sustained in
koinônia; wherever justice and peace and freedom gain a transformative
foothold–-there the living presence of powerful, blessing mystery amid
the brokenness of the world is mediated.
Elizabeth Johnson CSJ, She Who Is, p.126
Sourced from Fr. Claude Mostowik's Liturgy Notes Pentecost 31st May
2020
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We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of Australia as the traditional owners
and custodians of the land. We commit ourselves to actively work alongside them for reconciliation and
justice. We pay our respects to the Elders; past, present and future. As we take our next step we
remember the first footsteps taken on this sacred land.
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