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Listening is the highest form of Hospitality...
Not to change people but offering them space where change can
take place. Henri Nouwen
Dear All,
Welcome to the 27th Edition of ERC Justice Updates your regular newsletter from the
Edmund Rice Centre, on all sorts of matters relating to human rights, first nations and
environmental justice.
In this uncertain and constantly changing world that everyone is living in, where one does
not know what or when the next challenge will confront us. Remember that although
others are faced with more difficult challenges, it incumbent upon us that we care for
ourselves in order to be able to care and show compassion for those less fortunate and
more vulnerable than ourselves. As Stephanie Dowrick says:

In this time of great upheaval & change Justice Updates will be coming to you every
fortnight - please send us anything you would like included. Your suggestions, comments
both positive and negative or indeed any information you think would be good to include, it
is all much appreciated.
Don't forget to forward Justice Updates onto anyone or let me know their email address and
I will subscribe them.
Previous editions are available at https://www.erc.org.au/newsletters

Peace
Marita
Communications Project Officer,
Marita McInerney

A Guardian article on 10th July 2020 by Lorena Allam on the issue of
NSW Aboriginal Land Claims reveals:
More than 37,000 Aboriginal land claims await assessment by the
NSW government including the first one lodged in 1984.
This backlog has been described as a "national disgrace" and a
form of institutional racism.
In 2011 only 3,685 of the more than 29,587 outstanding land claims
had been determined, leaving 25,912 awaiting assessment.
By 2016 there were 29,289 outstanding land claims, of which 197
were more than 16years old, 520 were more than 11years old and
about 15,000 were more than six years old.
James Christian, the CEO of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council said
at the current rate it would take the NSW government 100years to
resolve the 37,000 claims still outstanding.
Christian said: " The most disappointing thing is that successive
governments in NSW have failed to deliver on the beneficial nature
of the of the Aboriginal Land Rights Act, which was designed to

provide some compensation and remedy for ongoing effects of
Aboriginal dispossession." "The land right act should really be
delivering us financial independence and economic prosperity and
it's failing to do that because of of the continued bureaucratic
obstruction."
The leading native title and land claims barrister Tony McAvoy SC
said that "When it was passed in 1983 , the preamble to the
Aboriginal Land Rights Act acknowledged that land is of spiritual,
socail, cultural and economic importance to Aboriginal people and
that the land in NSW has been taken without compensation."
McAvoy continued: "It seems to me that the government is trying to
absolve itself from responsibility by saying it's just a product of
poverty when they are in large part the authors of that poverty."
Read more: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/jul/10/anational-disgrace-37000-aboriginal-land-claims-left-languishing-by-nsw?
utm_term=RWRpdG9yaWFsX0d1YXJkaWFuVG9kYXlBVVMtMjAwNzEw&utm_
source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=GTAU_email&utm_campaign=Guardia
nTodayAUS

First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria co-chairs Marcus Stewart and Geraldine Atkinson say the decision to
set up a truth-telling process is a historic moment for Australia. Photograph: Wayne Quilliam

Victoria to set up Australia's first truth and justice commission to
recognise wrongs against Aboriginal people

Truth and justice process will recognise ongoing injustices against
Aboriginal people
Lorena Allam, the Guardian, 11th July 2020
Victoria will set up a truth and justice process to “formally recognise historical
wrongs and ongoing injustices” against Aboriginal people, the first state or
territory to undertake such a commission.
The process will work in parallel with the treaty process currently under way,
and will be designed and led by the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria.
The terms of reference for a truth-telling process are yet to be determined but
the “work will begin immediately”, the minister for Aboriginal affairs, Gabrielle
Williams, said.
The First Nations Assembly of Victoria voted last month for a truth and justice
process. The Bangerang Wiradjuri co-chair of the assembly, Geraldine
Atkinson, said there would now be community consultation to determine its
scope and form.
“There are things that we haven’t been able to talk about,” Atkinson said. “We
haven’t talked about the frontier wars. We haven’t talked about the massacres.
We haven’t talked about displacement, you know about the policies of
protection and assimilation.
“And we’re ready to really talk about the over-incarceration of our mob in
prisons, and deaths in custody. So there’s a whole range of things that we want
to be able to talk to community about and get their understanding, and see if it’s
those sorts of things they want to explore during this truth-telling process.”
The Taungurung Assembly co-chair, Marcus Stewart, said this was a “historic”
moment for Victoria “built on decades of activism and generations of
aspiration”.
“It’s one of the most significant milestones that I’ll probably see in my lifetime,”
he said. “Truth telling is critical to everything we need to move forward, to heal
as a state.”
Stewart said cultural safety was vital to the process.
“So that Victorians can listen and hear exactly what the true history of our state
is,” he said.
“I think Victoria has been really good at telling one side of history, and now we

have the opportunity to speak our truth.”
Reparations or redress could form part of a truth-telling process, they said,
noting the state has already established a redress scheme for members of the
stolen generations.
“That was a part of one of the first things that we asked in our first assembly
meeting,” Atkinson said.
“It will all have to be worked out and it’s just really early days, but we want to
make sure it isn’t just about people telling these stories, that there will be
tangible outcome from it.”
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/jul/11/victoria-to-set-upaustralias-first-truth-telling-commission-led-by-first-peoples-assembly?
utm_term=RWRpdG9yaWFsX0d1YXJkaWFuVG9kYXlBVVMtMjAwNzEx&utm_
source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=GTAU_email&utm_campaign=Guardia
nTodayAUS

John Ah Kit served at the helm of Aboriginal organisations including the Northern Land Council.(ABC News)

The Northern Territory's first Aboriginal cabinet minister, John Ah
Kit, has died aged 69.
Key points:
John Ah Kit entered NT Parliament in 1995 and later became a minister
His family described him as a "leader and advocate" for Aboriginal people
His daughter Ngaree Ah Kit said her family was "devastated" by his death

In a statement, Mr Ah Kit's family said he died at Royal Darwin Hospital on
Sunday night.
The statement said Mr Ah Kit — known to many as Jak — would be
remembered as "a leader and advocate for Aboriginal people, their countries,
and their rights".
"His achievements were many, and we will hear stories of these in coming days
and weeks.
"But what we should remember, above all, is his great sense of humour, his
love of country and his love of friends and family."
The ABC is using Mr Ah Kit's full name and image with permission from his
family.
Labor Chief Minister Michael Gunner described Mr Ah Kit as an "important
figure" in the life of many Territorians.
"He was a strong leader and a great counsellor, dedicated to upholding the
rights of Aboriginal people," Mr Gunner said.
"And he had the wickedest sense of humour in the North."
Years as a land rights champion
Born in Alice Springs in 1950, Mr Ah Kit moved to Darwin at the age of four and
went to Darwin and Parap primary schools.After attending Darwin High School,
some of his earlier jobs included selling newspapers and working in an abattoir.
In the late 1980s, he worked with Aboriginal elders as part of a negotiating
team to secure a site in Kakadu National Park to be protected from further
exploration or mining.In 1991, Mr Ah Kit was appointed director of the
Katherine-based Jawoyn Association but several years later, politics beckoned.
In 1995, he was elected as the Labor member for the largely remote Top End
electorate of Arnhem.

Read More:https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-07-12/first-nt-aboriginal-cabinetminister-john-ah-kit-dies/11000476

Decolonisation and healing a nation
Max Black, maxblackhole.com, 9th June 2020
All colonial countries are built on a lie.
And like a house built on a rotten, irreparable foundation, the only real solution is to knock the
whole thing down and rebuild it. We can try and reform it of course, but everything will always be a

work around solution, so long as the rotten core identity of white supremacy remains our
foundation then reform will only ever delay the inevitable.
Because that house is going to collapse one way or another, our only real choice is to decide
whether we will control the deconstruction in a safe and organised manner, or whether we wait for
the house to collapse onto our heads.
White supremacy was used to justify colonialism, as a consequence, white supremacy became the
founding culture of every colonised country.
It is the centerpiece of every colonial identity. Because colonists and their descendants have no
other roots to remember. They are too far removed from the old country to share in its history and
culture, while at the same time the land they now occupied had no history they could share in,
because they brought genocide against it.
The central theme and attitude of colonists everywhere became domination. Dominating the
foreign land and dominating the Indigenous cultures, aggressively, relentlessly.
All of it driven and rationalised by colonial white supremacy.
Resistance to this from Indigenous populations only created more animosity towards them.
Between the ensuing genocide and the reckless exploitation of the occupied land, hate and greed
fueled expansion cemented white supremacist ideology as the core culture of the emerging
society, this attitude in turn became the foundation of national identity.
This means that our systems of government were from the very beginning devoid of justice. And a
society that isn’t built on justice can’t possibly be peaceful.
Read more:
https://maxblackhole.com/2020/06/09/decolonisation-and-healing-a-nation/?
fbclid=IwAR0HOkrykVLOE7pUGwqXhUUsxJDvqeal16qVjAySzDuslJCEG24xdJFLzss

Eyes on Offshore Facebook Post 18th July 2020
Manus To Mantra

They sent to Manus and Nauru almost 3000 asylum seekers which included children, women, families,
minors and single men, we were detained fenced detentions which had container rooms and tents with
no air conditioning in a temperature which is minimum 30°, tents were shared by at least 25 men and
there was one long room shared by 120 men.
We have been tortured, beaten to death, starved, and medically neglected while we were detained there.
Some of us went back home when they couldn't take situation any longer, some were forcibly removed
and deported to their home country, and the lucky ones were rescued by US and they started their lives
there.
After 7 complete years Australian government are still keeping some of us in detentions and hotels in
Australian soil, around 120 locked up in #Kangaroo point hotel in Brisbane and around 65 refugees are
locked up in #Mantra hotel and a few in #MITA and #MITA.
Today isn't only our 7th anniversary it also means that we are starting our 8th year of detention and we
have no doubt that this Government would keep detaining another year or more if we don't stand against
them and fight against this cruel policy of torturing innocent refugees.
We are tired more than ever, everyday we are seeing one of us who is giving up of life, we have been in
survival situation for 7 years, we are locked up in rooms 24/7, we don't get sunlight, fresh air or even
space to walk.
Let us all stand ending this indefinite detention.
Finally we would like to thank to those of you who stand us from day one who never got tired, never given
of us and still continuing to support and fight for us, we also appreciate everyone who even supported us
one minute of their time, thank you, we will never forget you, we love you from our heart.

Iranian refugee Masoumeh Torkpour with her son Daniel, in the last picture they had taken together. They
have not seen each other in 10 years and Daniel lives in Canada. Masoumeh, who is now 60, says: ‘My
only happiness is having a phone and waiting for my son to call me’.

‘My only desire is to hold my son’: the grief of indefinite
detention
Saba Vasefi, The Guardian, 19th July 2020
A 60-year-old Iranian refugee has spent more than eight years in Australia’s
immigration detention system despite a court ordering her release.
The detainee, Masoumeh Torkpour, who is understood to be the oldest female
refugee held in Australia’s system of immigration detention, is one of the many
refugees who are blocked from gaining a visa due to stringent “character” tests
– but cannot be sent back to the countries from where they fled.
A number of these refugees have now been detained for over a decade.
In 2018 a refugee tribunal, held in Melbourne, ordered that Torkpour should be
issued with a temporary protection visa, which would allow her release. During
the hearing, community groups offered to assist Torkpour’s transition out of
detention.However, she continues to languish in detention at the Melbourne
Immigration Transit Accommodation.
“My only heartfelt desire is to hold my son Daniel one more time in my arms
and feel his heartbeat and his warm breathing again after 10 years,” Torkpour
told the Guardian.
Her son Daniel says he has been hoping for the past 10 years to see his
mother not just behind the screen or on the phone but to feel her hands and
kiss her.

“There is no word to say who can take the place of someone else’s mother,”
Daniel says.
He describes the time apart from his mother as leaving a gap in his life.
The 2018 tribunal found that Torkpour should be issued a temporary visa
because her mental health issues – including OCD, depression and adjustment
disorder – were being exacerbated by the difficult conditions of detention.
Read More: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/jul/19/my-onlydesire-is-to-hold-my-son-the-grief-of-indefinite-detention?
utm_term=LTIwMDcxOQ%3D%3D&utm_campaign=GuardianTodayAUS&utm_
source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=GTAU_email

Priya and Nadesalingam and their Australian-born daughters Kopika and Tharunicaa.

Mother from detained Tamil family medically evacuated from Christmas Island,
supporters say
Paul Sakkal, www.watoday.com.au, July 19th

The mother of a Tamil asylum-seeker family detained on Christmas Island has been medically
evacuated to Australia, according to lawyers and friends of the family.
A series of court orders have stopped the federal government from deporting parents Priya and
Nadesalingam and their Australian-born daughters, Kopika, 4, and Tharunicaa, 3, to Sri Lanka
since they were moved to Christmas Island last August.
The parents came to Australia separately by boat in 2012 and 2013 following Sri Lanka's civil war
and established themselves in Biloela, near Gladstone. The couple claims they face persecution in
Sri Lanka due to links to the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

Mother Priya was allowed to leave Christmas Island to travel to Perth Hospital on Saturday night in
order to undergo a CT scan for "debilitating" abdominal pain, to the family's supporters.
Priya had gone to hospital for treatment multiple times over the past two weeks for the ailment,
they said.
"Priya has been unwell for a number of weeks and we have been asking for the family to be
transferred for a considerable period," lawyer Carina Ford said.
"To separate this family unit is heartbreaking at a time when part of our country is in lockdown and
being advised to stay together as a family unit."
Biloela social worker and family friend, Angela Fredericks, said she was deeply concerned about
the situation and argued it was "completely unjustifiable to spend so much money on the continued
detention of our self-sufficient friends."
"If the family were on mainland Australia they could have easily arranged for the scan that Priya
needs. The financial cost of this exercise, coupled with the traumatising effect of separating Priya
from her husband and children is just plain wrong."
Read More: https://www.watoday.com.au/national/mother-from-detained-tamil-family-medicallyevacuated-from-christmas-island-supporters-say-20200719-p55ddh.html

July 30 World Day Against Trafficking in Persons
Theme: ‘Committed to the Cause - Working on the Frontline to End Human
Trafficking’
NSW urged to take its hand off the anti-slavery law 'pause button'
Anna Patty, SMH, 20th July 2020
Catholic lawyers have accused the state government of stalling the start of anti-slavery laws that
would force it to confront the risk of forced labour in its own supply chains.
The St Thomas More Society, a guild of Catholic lawyers and judges in NSW, has written to NSW
MPs to express "dismay" about the government's two-year delay in implementing the Modern
Slavery Act. Britain's first anti-slavery commissioner Kevin Hyland has also urged NSW to
implement what he says is world-leading legislation.
The NSW government announced a parliamentary inquiry into the act after it was passed
unanimously by Parliament in June 2018. The inquiry supported the enactment of the act by
January 1 next year with some amendments including a three-yearly review.
A spokeswoman for Premier Gladys Berejiklian said the government "is carefully considering the
committee’s recommendations".
The act goes further than Commonwealth legislation by establishing an anti-slavery commissioner

and penalties. It requires companies with an annual turnover of more than $50 million to report on
the risk of slavery in their supply chains.
The threshold under the Commonwealth Act is $100 million.
John McCarthy QC, a former Australian ambassador to the Holy See, said the act had more teeth
than its Commonwealth counterpart. It would also turn a spotlight on the NSW government's own
procurement of construction materials and medical equipment produced by companies that have
been suspected of using forced labour.
"What we are missing as a result of the act not being proclaimed is that there is no program that
has been put in place to measure the exposure of the NSW government, which is the secondlargest procurer in the Commonwealth, to modern slavery risks in its procurements," he said.
President of the Thomas More Society, Michael McAuley, a barrister and Associate Professor of
Law at the University of Notre Dame Australia, said the NSW government had failed to take
effective action to ensure women working in Sydney massage parlours are "doing so freely, and
are adequately protected".
He said the federal government's new Modern Slavery Expert Advisory Group included
representatives from business but none from trade unions or the legal profession. Telstra,
Bunnings, Country Road Group and David Jones are among the companies represented.
The UK's former anti-slavery commissioner Kevin Hyland said Australia had taken a leading role in
its anti-slavery legislation and "NSW took a step further". "Only by having good legislation will we
start to see this for what it is, which is a serious crime," he said. "To see some slippage on the
effectiveness of legislation ... would be quite disappointing."
A consortium of more than 117 organisations that represent academics, lawyers, community and
faith leaders have also come together to urge the NSW Premier to end the delay and bring the
Modern Slavery Act into force.
Read More: https://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace/nsw-urged-to-take-its-hand-off-the-antislavery-law-pause-button-20200604-p54zej.html

NEW PCP ONLINE COURSE

Dear PCP Supporters,
The Pacific Calling Partnership is pleased to announce our new online climate
leadership course- the Australian Pasifika Climate Leadership Program.
This course has been specifically designed for members of the Pacific Island
community living in Western Sydney and we would love it if you could help
promote this opportunity to your Sydney-based Pacific networks. Course
applications close on Monday 3 August 2020.
The course will involve weekly online learning modules from mid-August to midOctober 2020, followed by the implementation of a climate advocacy project
chosen by each participant from October to December 2020.
As an emerging leader, participants will develop the relevant skills and
knowledge needed to play a role in building climate awareness and action in
Pacific Island communities, as well as the broader Western Sydney community.
Participation in the course is free and there will be a small allowance provided
to participants.
Thank you very much for your support and keep well and safe.
If you have any questions, or if we can be of assistance to you in any way,
please do not hesitate to contact us via return email.

Until next time,
Warm Regards
Corinne Fisher, Coordinator PCP, and all of us on the PCP team

TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PETITION
Call on Parliamentarians to protect Torres Strait Islanders' right to their Island Homes
Supported by the region’s land and sea council Gur A Baradharaw Kod (GBK) and represented by
lawyers with leading environmental law non-profit ClientEarth, Torres Strait Islanders are taking a
climate change complaint against Australia to the Human Rights Committee of the United
Nations. This case is the first of its kind in the world.
The Islanders will ask the UN committee to find that international human rights law means that
Australia must increase its emission reduction target to at least 65% below 2005 levels by 2030,
going net zero by 2050, and phasing out coal.
You can Help them to send their message to Australian PM Scott Morrison by signing this
petition. Here is the link to the petition page.

http://ourislandsourhome.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR0NQQNp6JyUZQalqLxBZZjOYVShLYK_xWfeu8nDcejin-jQ0ToWTyor5k#sign

Jim Pia in Papua New Guinea, is part of the Pacific ‘youth bulge’ and is just one of many struggling to find employment.
Photograph: Dickson Sorariba/The Guardian

Bright lights, big problems: hardship hits career dreams of
Pacific youth
Papua New Guinea is particularly hard hit, with a huge young
demographic that faces few prospects without sufficient skills and
education
Dickson Sorariba & Ben Doherty, The Guardian, 15th July 2020
Jim Pia is awake at five each morning to catch the first bus into the city.
Daily, the 20-year-old fights for a space on the bus from the Bushwara
settlement, on the outskirts of Port Moresby, to ensure he is on time to secure a
place within the capital’s Gordons Market.
From 8am, when the market gates open, to late in the afternoon, Pia quietly
sells his wares – men’s and women’s shoes. This, unintentionally, has become
his daily routine.
“It’s been two years since I completed my studies and came to Port Moresby in
search of my dream,” he tells the Guardian from his stall.
Having finished year 12, Pia took his education further, completing a diploma in
sales and marketing from Kokopo Business College on Papua New Guinea’s
New Britain Island. He is saving to pay for a degree course.
But Pia can still not secure a steady job in Port Moresby despite scores of
applications and dozens of interviews.
He is one among thousands of young Papua New Guineans who have left rural
areas for the bright lights of the big city.
Pia is also characteristic of the Pacific’s youthful demographic, known as the
“youth bulge” , which could prove a dividend for growth and development, or a
timebomb that threatens civil unrest and instability, a new Lowy Institute report
argues.
The Pacific is one of the youngest regions on earth – fully half of the region is
aged under 23 – and it will remain young for decades to come. With birth rates
in some nations nearly double the global average, the youth bulge is not
expected to peak until the middle of the century.
The phenomenon is especially acute in the Pacific’s most populous Melanesian
countries, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, and Fiji, where a third of
people are aged 14 and under.
Read More: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jul/15/bright-lights-bigproblems-hardship-hits-career-dreams-of-pacific-youth?
utm_term=RWRpdG9yaWFsX0d1YXJkaWFuVG9kYXlBVVMtMjAwNzE1&utm_
source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=GTAU_email&utm_campaign=Guardia
nTodayAUS

New Just Comment
Soil, Soul, and Society: A new trinity – not for realists or pragmatists
In the wake of increasing global climate catastrophes, the global population is progressively being
forced into reforming the way that it functions. The need to create a new consciousness, focusing
on our important relationship with the environment has become apparent. As people look to
complex and intricate solutions to immediate problems, there are people who suggest a more

holistic yet simpler response, considering three things, our environment, ourselves and our
community.

REFLECTIONS
Peace is not the product of terror or fear.
Peace is not the silence of cemeteries.
Peace is not the silent result of violent repression.
Peace is the generous, tranquil contribution of all to the good of all.
Peace is dynamism. Peace is generosity.
It is right and it is duty.
Oscar Romero

One of the most beautiful gifts in the world is the gift of encouragement. When someone encourages you,
that person helps you over a threshold you might otherwise never have crossed on your own. There are
times of great uncertainty in every life. Left alone at such a time, you feel dishevelment and confusion like
gravity. When a friend comes with words of encouragement, a light and lightness visit you and you begin
to find the stairs and the door out of the dark. The sense of encouragement you feel from the friend is not
simply her words or gestures; it is rather her whole presence enfolding you and helping you find the
concealed door. The encouraging presence manages to understand you and put herself in your shoes.
There is no judgment but words of relief and release.
JOHN O'DONOHUE
Excerpt from the book, Eternal Echoes

Jamberoo Abbey Facebook Post 20th July
It's always good to start a new week with a sense of calm and peace. Today, we call
on the gentle qualities of our Sprit God to flow and blow...softly!

Softly whispering Spirit, blow gently into our lives.
Blow softly into our minds and bring peace

Blow softly into our thoughts and bring understanding
Blow softly into our concerns and bring calm
Blow softly into our fears and bring courage
Blow softly into our hearts and bring love
Life-giving Spirit breathe your life into our lives each day.
~ Elizabeth Mills.

We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of Australia as the traditional owners
and custodians of the land. We commit ourselves to actively work alongside them for reconciliation and
justice. We pay our respects to the Elders; past, present and future. As we take our next step we
remember the first footsteps taken on this sacred land.
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