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Dear All,
Welcome to the 37th Edition of ERC Justice Updates your regular newsletter from
the Edmund Rice Centre, on all sorts of matters relating to human rights, first nations
and environmental justice.
As we think back over 2020 and ponder what has been one of the most difficult and
challenging years for many people - let us think of those who have suffered and in
many cases died and also the forgotten, vulnerable and persecuted people who rely
on others to bring their plight to the attention of those who have the power and
means to change their lives. Let us reflect on the words of Thomas Merton:

As this will be the last Justice Updates for 2020 I do hope you have found the content
useful, uplifting and also challenging. It has been a wonderful learning experience
for myself in this year of great upheaval & change. Your feedback has been
welcomed and much appreciated. Justice Updates will resume towards the end of
January.
May you all have a peaceful, blessed, safe Merry Christmas and a Happy COVID-free
2021 with your friends and family.

Don't forget to forward Justice Updates onto anyone or let me know their email
address and I will subscribe them.
Previous editions are available at https://www.erc.org.au/newsletters
Peace
Marita
Communications Project Officer,
Marita McInerney

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers are advised that there are articles in this
publication with names and images of deceased people.

Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) is an international, independent,
medical humanitarian organisation founded in France in 1971. MSF
Australia in their December Newsletter reports some startling stories and
figures in the many regions of the world it works in.
In Central African Republic
Provided preventative malaria treatment to a total of 32,670 people
including 6,531 children and 135 pregnant women in September

Between January & September 2020 it treated 40,000 people with malaria
compared to 23,000 in the same period in 2019
On October 10th World Mental Health Day a focus on Mental Health provided
by MSF in countries which people have experienced much violence, COVID -19
patients & their own staff revealed:
In low and middle income countries 76-85% of people with mental
disorders do not receive treatment.
HIV Care by MSF
Myanmar - Yangon HIV project has provided care to 17,000 people over
26 years. The aim was to develop a program focused on bringing care
and dignity to HIV patients.
Globally 690,000 people died of HIV related causes in 2019, and 12.6
million were without treatment (UNAIDS).
Over 70,000 people received HIV treatment under direct MSF care in
2019. 74,000 received treatment in programs MSF supported.
In Lebanon the devastating explosion in Beirut on 4th August 2020
Killed around 200 people & injured around 7,000 and left thousands
homeless.
82% of Beirut mental health patients with a pre-existing condition before
the blast say their symptoms have increased in severity since the blast
180 people have received mental halth support in Beirut between 10th
August and 30th September.

GLaWAC

Victoria just gave 2 billion litres of water back to Indigenous
people. Here’s what that means for the rest of Australia
Troy McDonald & Erin O’Donnell, The Conversation, 30th November 2020
For the first time in Victoria’s history, the state government has handed back
water to traditional owners, giving them rights to a river system they have
managed sustainably for thousands of years.
The two billion litres of water returned to the Gunaikurnai Land and Waters
Aboriginal Corporation this month means traditional owners can now determine
how and where water is used for cultural, environmental or economic purposes.
The decision recognises that water rights are crucial for Indigenous people to
restore customs, protect their culture, become economically independent and
heal Country.
The hand-back to Gunaikurnai people is the crucial first step in a bigger,
statewide process of recognising Indigenous people’s deep connection to
water. It also serves as an example to the rest of Australia, where Indigenous
rights to water are grossly inadequate.
Water’s rightful home

Gunaikurnai people hold native title over much of Gippsland, from the
mountains to the sea.
The water hand-back comes ten years since this native title was secured, and
since Gunaikurnai people entered into the state’s first Traditional Owner
Settlement Agreement with the government. Under this agreement, GLaWAC is
a joint manager, with Parks Victoria, of ten parks and reserves in Gippsland,
including the Mitchell River National Park.
Victorian water minister Lisa Neville said the hand-back was a key milestone in
her government’s 2016 Aboriginal Water Policy. That plan aims to:
recognise Aboriginal values and objective of water
include Aboriginal values and traditional ecological knowledge in water
planning
support Aboriginal access to water for economic development
build capacity to increase Aboriginal participation in water management

GlaWAC engages closely with government agencies that control how water is
shared and used and these partnerships are highly values. But it is only
through owning water that traditional owners can really control how water is
used to care for country and for people.
For the moment, the water will be ssstaying in the river. Its use will be decided
after discussions between GLaWAC and Gunaikurnai community members.
Barriers to water ownership

In 2016, the Victorian government committed A$5 million to a plan to increase
Aboriginal access to water rights, including funding for traditional owners to
develop feasibility plans to support water-based businesses.
There are significant barriers to reallocating water to Victoria’s traditional
owners. Water is expensive to buy, hold and use. Annual fees and charges can
easily run to tens of thousands of dollars a year in some locations.
Using water to care for Country supports well-being, the environment and other
water uses, including tourism and recreation. But, unlike using water for
irrigation, there may not be any direct economic return from a water hand-back.
This means water recovery for traditional owners must include ways to cover
fees and charges.

Read more:
https://theconversation.com/victoria-just-gave-2-billion-litres-of-water-back-toindigenous-people-heres-what-that-means-for-the-rest-of-australia-150674?
utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation
%20for%20November%2030%202020%20%201798417462&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20f
or%20November%2030%202020%20%201798417462+CID_9e4705d182eaad6f902b27707ae5b3b9&utm_source=c
ampaign_monitor&utm_term=Victoria%20just%20gave%202%20billion%20litre
s%20of%20water%20back%20to%20Indigenous%20people%20Heres%20wha
t%20that%20means%20for%20the%20rest%20of%20Australia

Cashless cards stymie self determination
Michele Madigan, Eureka Street, Vol. 30 No.24 , 3rd December 2020

Late last month, with a cheery, ‘I’ll get that in the post to you this
afternoon’, the administration official promised to send the hard copy of
the Inquiry into the Social Security (Administration) Amendment
(Continuation of Cashless Welfare) Bill 2020.
What is contained in the document of course is anything but cheery to those for
whom the legislation is intended. It’s the latest push of the federal government
to make permanent that which their rulers believe is best for the lower classes,
in particular, the First Nations lower classes.
I guess it’s an aside but it seems puzzling that the adherents of opposition to
state control of public services like our railways and telecommunications, at the
other extreme are nevertheless proponents of minute state control of day-today affairs of individual citizens in the system of Income Management (IM).
Surely it’s shameful to the rest of us in our nation that we keep heaping
burdens on those whose life is already so burdensome. As a Ceduna SA
Aboriginal person framed the whole of the Income Management scheme:
‘We’re starting to feel like we’re back in the ration days when white people
managed our lives and everything else and treated us like children. It’s the
same now.

We’re treated like children and so we can’t make decisions for ourselves. We’re
moving backwards, not forwards.’
The stages so far of Australia’s IM regime stretch from 2007 under both
Coalition and Labor governments.
Stage one was BasicCards for over 25,000 people originally as part of the
Northern Territory Intervention. Stage two was BasicCards for the six chosen
nationwide ‘Other Areas’. Stage three was Cashless Cards to the Ceduna
region that is Ceduna/ Yalata Aboriginal Aboriginal Community/ Oak Valley
Aboriginal Community (Maralinga Lands) and to the East Kimberley region.
Later to the WA Goldfields and lastly Bundaberg Qu. All areas with high
percentages of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Stage 4 is the
present CDC bill, which as the Greens dissenting report well summarises:
‘seeks to permanently entrench compulsory income management in the form of
the Cashless Debit Card (CDC) as part of Australia’s social security system.’
'Both First Nations Senators are the signatories on Labor's Dissenting
Report to the current bill. There is much to dissent about.'
Reading the government controlled Senate Committee recommendations
regarding the current bill and then the dissenting reports is like reading about
two parallel universes. In the former, the emphasis, while quoting various
submissions, including from the some thirteen major submitting Aboriginal
organisations, seems focussed primarily on fixing the technical problems of the
process raised. This is not the point!
Read More:
https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article/cashless-cards-stymie-selfdetermination?
utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Eureka%20Street%20Daily%20%20Thursday%203%20December%202020&utm_content=Eureka%20Street%
20Daily%20%20Thursday%203%20December%202020+CID_d6589c19b1841adf80a606e
4b7279d96&utm_source=Jescom%20Newsletters&utm_term=READ%20MOR
E

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 2020

Where, after all, do universal human rights begin? In small
places, close to home -- so close and so small that they cannot
be seen on any maps of the world. [...] Unless these rights have
meaning there, they have little meaning anywhere. Without
concerted citizen action to uphold them close to home, we shall
look in vain for progress in the larger world."
Eleanor Roosevelt

Human Rights must be at the centre of the post COVID-19 world
The COVID-19 crisis has been fuelled by deepening poverty, rising inequalities,
structural and entrenched discrimination and other gaps in human rights
protection. Only measures to close these gaps and advance human rights can
ensure we fully recover and build back a world that is better, more resilient, just,
and sustainable.
End discrimination of any kind: Structural discrimination and racism
have fuelled the COVID-19 crisis. Equality and non-discrimination are
core requirements for a post-COVID world.
Address inequalities: To recover from the crisis, we must also address
the inequality pandemic. For that, we need to promote and protect
economic, social, and cultural rights. We need a new social contract for a
new era.
Encourage participation and solidarity: We are all in this together.
From individuals to governments, from civil society and grass-roots
communities to the private sector, everyone has a role in building a postCOVID world that is better for present and future generations. We need to
ensure the voices of the most affected and vulnerable inform the recovery
efforts.
Promote sustainable development: We need sustainable development
for people and planet. Human rights, the 2030 Agenda and the Paris
Agreement are the cornerstone of a recovery that leaves no one behind.

The Australian Human Rights Commission
2020 Human Rights Heros
The Edmund Rice Centre is very happy and proud to congratulate our
colleague Zaki Haidari on being named as a Human Rights Hero for 2020
by the Australian Human Rights Commission. Zaki is a long-standing
ERC volunteer worker and public spokesman on matters impacting on
refugees and people seeking asylum. This recognition is thoroughly
deserved !
Zaki Haidari is a refugee advocate from Afghanistan. After being targeted by
the Taliban when he was 17-years-old, Zaki escaped to Australia. Just three
years later, he won the NSW Government’s International Student of the Year
Award in 2015. Despite being on a temporary protection visa himself, Zaki
advocates for other refugees to be provided permanent protection visas in
Australia, volunteering with the Refugee Advice and Casework Service (RACS).
He is currently running 500 kilometres to fundraise for other refugees to be able
to access legal support.
Read more:

https://humanrights.gov.au/human-rights-heroes
In October 2020, the Commission invited people to tell us your 2020 Human
Rights Heroes for a new online campaign to recognise and amplify the work of
people who have made a contribution to human rights on the ground in
Australia this year. We had no shortage of nominations and it was an extremely
difficult job to whittle them down to the 10 finalists.
The people and organisations we have selected represent the very best of
humanity. They are people who have made a tangible difference in so many
ways, during what has been a very hard year indeed. They are beacons of
hope, kindness and inspiration.
If you would like to join us in celebrating them, please follow us on Twitter,
Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram or YouTube to share our #HumanRightsHero
posts.

Demonstrators rally in support of the Biloela family at the federal court in Melbourne. Photograph: Julian Smith/AAP

1,000 days later: the Biloela family spending their third Christmas
in detention
Josh Taylor, The Guardian, 6th December 2020

Priya, Nades, Kopika and Tharunicaa’s movement is limited and
everywhere they go they are escorted by security guards
When five-year-old Kopika Murugappan goes to school, there is one thing that
sets her apart from her fellow students.
“Recently she started telling us that her friends are asking why she is always
accompanied by guards to school, when they are taken to school by their
parents,” says her mother, Priya.
It has been more than 1,000 days since Priya, her husband, Nades, and their
two children, Kopika and Tharunicaa, 3, were moved from the regional
Queensland town of Biloela, and the family is preparing to spend their third
Christmas in immigration detention, their second on Christmas Island.
They have been the only detainees for more than a year, other than those in a
separate part of the centre who have had their visas revoked after being
convicted of crimes in Australia.
The family can only leave their accomodation to take Kopika to school, or to go
to the recreation centre, and those trips must be authorised by Australian
Border Force at least two days in advance.
They cannot visit friends on Christmas Island, and everywhere they go they are
escorted by security guards.
“When [Kopika] goes to school, she is very happy but when she comes home,
she’s really unhappy,” Priya says.
“She wants to go shopping. She’s really unhappy being in this detention
centre.”
Priya and Nades travelled to Australia seeking asylum by boat separately, and
then married and settled in the regional Queensland town of Biloela, where
their two daughters were born. After asylum claims for three out of the four
family members were unsuccessful, they were taken into detention from Biloela
in March 2018, and ended up on Christmas Island when a government attempt
to deport them in August 2019 was halted by a last-minute injunction.

The family had been put on a flight from Melbourne when the injunction was
ordered. After a short stop in Darwin they were moved to the detention centre
on Christmas Island, which the federal government had reopened to house
asylum seekers transferred from Nauru and Manus Island for medical treatment
under the since repealed medevac legislation.
Speaking through an interpreter, Priya says every day on Christmas Island
drags.
“We spend our day, either in the bedroom or the dining room. It’s really boring
… For us, it’s very depressing and lonely,” she says. “There is no privacy, when
me and my husband are trying to spend time together. We have no privacy.”
Read More:
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/dec/04/1000-days-later-thebiloela-family-spending-their-third-christmas-in-detention

The greening of a Pope
Pope Francis, The Tablet December 3, 2020,
Beyond the pandemic

In his new book Let Us Dream, the Pope shares a very personal vision of
a fairer world in the aftermath of Covid. In one of the most moving

passages, he describes coming to see that the call to live in friendship
with God and our neighbour is inseparably bound up with care for our
environment
For a long time we carried on thinking we could be healthy in a world that was
sick. But the crisis has brought home how important it is to work for a healthy
world.
The world is God’s gift to us. The biblical story of Creation has a constant
refrain: “And God saw that it was good” (Genesis 1:12). Good means bountiful,
life-giving and beautiful. Beauty is the entryway to ecological awareness. When
I listen to Haydn’s The Creation, I am transported into the glory of God in the
beauty of created things. At the end, in the long duet of Adam and Eve, you
meet a man and a woman enraptured by the beauty they have been given.
Beauty, like Creation itself, is a pure gift, a sign of the God who overflows with
love for us.
If someone who loves you gives you a beautiful and valuable gift, how do you
handle it? To treat it with contempt is to treat the giver with contempt. If you
value it, you admire it, look after it; you do not disdain it; you respect it and are
grateful. The damage to our planet stems from the loss of this awareness of
gratitude. We have grown used to owning, but too little to thanking. My own
awareness of this truth began to take root during a meeting of the bishops of
Latin America at the shrine of Aparecida, Brazil, in May 2007. I was on the
committee drafting the concluding document of the meeting, and at first I was a
bit annoyed that the Brazilians and bishops from other countries wanted so
much in there on Amazonia. It struck me as excessive.
Last year, I called a special synod on Amazonia.
What happened between these two moments? After Aparecida, I started to see
news stories: for example, the government of a well-known island in the South
Pacific bought lands in Samoa to transfer its population there, because in 20
years’ time the island will be under water. Another time, a missionary in the
Pacific told me of when he was travelling by boat and saw a tree sticking up
from the water. He asked: was that tree planted in the sea? The man steering
the boat told him: no, that was once an island.
Read More:

https://www.thetablet.co.uk/features/2/19069/the-greening-of-a-pope

Email PM Scott Morrison Asking Him To Protect The Pacific, Take Climate
Action
This Campaign and the Anote Tong article in the Sydney Morning Herald (see below)
were organised in their entirety by the Edmund Rice Centre and the Pacific Calling
Partnership.

On Tuesday 1 December 2020, a number of high-profile Pacific leaders sent an open letter
(see above) to Australian PM Scott Morrison, urging him to ensure that Australia meets its
international climate commitments ahead of the upcoming United Nations Climate Ambition
Summit on 12 December 2020.
Will you support the call of leaders across the Pacific and email Scott Morrison to tell him
why you care about the climate crisis and what action you want him to take ahead of the
UN Climate Summit on 12 December 2020?
To show your support for this letter,(must be done by Saturday 12th December) go
to: https://pcp.good.do/savepacificislands/
This is an important moment and we need your help.
Thank you for your support.
In gratitude,
Corinne Fagueret
Coordinator Pacific Calling Partnership
Edmund Rice Centre for Justice and Community Education

Flooded homes in the village of Taborio on the Tarawa atoll in KiribatiCredit:Justin McManus

Honour your climate commitments, Australia, signed your Pacific
neighbours
Anote Tong, SMH, 1st December 2020

On December 12, 2020, leaders from across the world will gather virtually for
the annual United Nations Climate Ambition Summit. While the coronavirus
pandemic has meant much has changed in the last few months, Pacific
demands for action on climate change have not.
Indeed, climate change remains the single most pressing security threat to our
Blue Pacific region.
As a member of the Pacific Islands Forum and self-proclaimed member of the
Pacific family, Australia must join us in committing to urgent and decisive
climate action. This is why I, and 14 other Pacific leaders, have jointly signed
an open letter to Prime Minister Scott Morrison urging Australia to honour its
international climate commitments and take urgent climate action.
Ahead of the Climate Ambition Summit and as the Pacific (and indeed the
world) hurtles closer to climate catastrophe, I ask Prime Minister Morrison if he
is now willing to listen to his Pacific family and take steps to help protect all of
us: Australians and Pacific islanders. This will take courage but courage and
leadership are what's needed here.
While the world has been focused on the pandemic, the climate crisis has not
gone away: emissions have continued to rise and we are on track for global
warming of almost 3 degrees by 2100. For my country of Kiribati, this will mean
more intense and destructive king tides and storm surges, longer droughts, loss
of food crops and freshwater, and eventually flooding so intense as to render
our homelands uninhabitable.
It is not just the survival of Kiribati that is at stake. The fate of Kiribati will only
be a small part of the wider global apocalyptic disaster that other parts of the
world will also face – if we do not act in time.
Earlier this year, the world watched in horror as bushfires tore through
Australia, burning some 17 million hectares of land, destroying 3094 homes
and killing 33 people. Without radical climate action, such deadly disasters will
become more frequent and more severe putting the lives of people at risk. As
leaders, we would have failed in our responsibility to protect our people.
It was, therefore, most regrettable that the recent Australian federal budget has
again chosen to support the fossil fuel industry through a “gas-led” recovery

rather than heed the warnings by science and of nature of the clear and present
danger facing our people from the multifaceted impacts of climate change.

Read More:
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/honour-your-climatecommitments-australia-signed-your-pacific-neighbours-20201124-p56hit.html

Australia’s prime minister Scott Morrison arrives for last year’s Pacific Islands Forum in Tuvalu. Regional leaders are urging him
to do more to counter the climate crisis. Photograph: Mick Tsikas/AAP

Pacific leaders condemn Australia's 'weak' climate target in open
letter to Scott Morrison
Ben Doherty, The Guardian, 1st December 2020
Pacific leaders have condemned Australia’s Paris climate target as “one of the
weakest”, urging Canberra to commit to net-zero carbon emissions by 2050
and abandon its Kyoto carryover credits.
Fourteen Pacific leaders, including former presidents and prime ministers,
foreign ministers, archbishops and other church leaders, have penned an open
leader to the prime minister, Scott Morrison, “as Pacific Islander leaders whose
homelands and cultures face certain devastation from climate change”.
“Pacific island nations have long been leaders in driving global progress to
combat climate change,” the letter says. “However, Australia’s current Paris

Agreement emission reduction target remains one of the weakest among
wealthy nations.”
Signatories included the former Kiribati president Anote Tong, the former
Tuvalu prime minister Enele Sopoaga, the former Marshall Islands Hilda Heine,
Vanuatu’s opposition leader, Ralph Regenvanu, and Cardinal Sir John Ribat,
the Catholic Archbishop of Port Moresby.
The letter urges Australia to commit to net-zero emissions by 2050 and to
develop a long-term low greenhouse gas emissions strategy by 2021. And it
condemns Australia’s use of Kyoto protocol carryover credits, “which legally
cannot, and morally should not, be used to meet Australia’s 2030 Paris
Agreement target”.
“Australia needs the Pacific as much as the Pacific needs Australia,” it says.
“As our children and grandchildren face unprecedented risks due to climate
change, now is the time to stand together and work together to secure their
future safety and prosperity.”
Fourteen eminent signatories urge Canberra to commit to net-zero emissions
by 2050.
Australia was a signatory to the Pacific Islands Forum Boe declaration in 2018,
which said climate change was the single greatest security threat to the Pacific.
Read More:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/01/pacific-leaders-condemnaustralias-weak-climate-target-in-open-letter-to-scott-morrison

REFLECTIONS

POPE'S DAILY MESSAGES
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2020

"Each day, in our heart, we face many choices… If we look within
ourselves, we can see two very different questions arising. One
asks, “What do I feel like doing?” This question often proves
misleading, since it suggests that what really counts is thinking
about ourselves and indulging in our wishes and impulses. The
question that the Holy Spirit plants in our hearts is a very
different one: not “What do you feel like doing?” but “What is
best for you?” That is the choice we have to make daily: what do
I feel like doing or what is best for me? This interior discernment
can result either in frivolous choices or in decisions that shape
our lives – it depends on us. Let us look to Jesus and ask him for
the courage to choose what is best for us, to enable us to follow
him in the way of love. And in this way to discover joy. To live,
and not just get by."
Pope Francis
HOMILY NOVEMBER 22, 2020

Pace e Bene Non-Violence Daily Inspirations
Friday December 4, 2020
"The pain we feel for our world is a living testimony to our

interconnectedness with it. If we deny this pain, we become like blocked
and atrophied neurons, deprived of life's flow and weakening the larger
body in which we take being. But if we let it move through us, we affirm
our belonging; our collective awareness increases. We can open to the
pain of the world in confidence that it can neither shatter nor isolate us,
for we are not objects that can break. We are resilient patterns within a
vaster web of knowing."
—Joanna Macy

We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of Australia as the traditional owners

and custodians of the land. We commit ourselves to actively work alongside them for reconciliation and
justice. We pay our respects to the Elders; past, present and future. As we take our next step we
remember the first footsteps taken on this sacred land.
The Edmund Rice Centre wholeheartedly supports and endorses the
ULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEART
and urges all Australians to get behind this wonderful statement.

Our mailing address is:
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