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Dear All,
Welcome to the 39th Edition of ERC Justice Updates your regular newsletter
from the Edmund Rice Centre, on all sorts of matters relating to human rights,
first nations and environmental justice.
As we slowly find our way in 2021 and wonder what new events, obstacles,
joys and everyday happenings will come into our lives. Let us reflect on what
Harold Whitman has to say:

As always please send us anything you would like included in Justice
Updates. Your suggestions and comments both positive and negative or
indeed any information that you would like to disseminate amongst the wider
Edmund Rice Network - it is all much appreciated.

Don't forget to forward Justice Updates onto anyone or let me know their
email address and I will subscribe them.
Previous editions are available at https://www.erc.org.au/newsletters

Peace
Marita
Communications Project Officer,
Marita McInerney

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers are advised that there may be
articles in this publication with names and images of deceased people.

The Climate Council's ground breaking Report authored by Prof. Will
Steffen & Dr. Simon Bradshaw* which was released on January 27th 2021
had some startling findings:

*A friend and colleague of the Edmund Rice Centre.
The latest science projects that by 2100 annual deaths from extreme
heat worldwide will outstrip all COVID - 19 deaths recorded in 2020.
In 2019-20, we ushered in a new and dangerous era of megafires that
ravaged Australia, Brazil, Siberia and the US West Coast.
The cost of extreme weather disasters in Australia has more than
doubled since the 1970's, reaching $35 billion for the decade 2010
-2019.
We are on track to eliminate all of Australia's and the world's tropical
coral reefs.

Climate-related hazards have affected six times more people in the
Asia-Pacific than in the rest of the world combined.
Ignoring climate change is deadly. Australians are now paying the
price for our own and the world's failure to reduce emissions quickly
enough or deeply enough.
We need bold, concerted action across all levels of government,
business, industry and community to reduce Australia's emissions
to net zero as soon as possible and prepare for worsening extreme
weather events.

Prof. Steffen believes "Australians are five times more likely to

be displaced by a climate change-fuelled disaster than
someone living in Europe. In the Pacific that risk is 100
times higher."
He goes on to say: "No developed country has more to lose

from climate change-fuelled extreme weather, or more to
gain as the world transforms to a zero-carbon economy,
than Australia does".

Recognising Australia’s ancient wisdom
Phil Glendenning AM*, 'Refugee Council of Australia 26th January
Statement'
*Phil Glendenning is Director of the Edmund Rice Centre for Justice & Community
Education as well as President of the Refugee council of Australia.

Media Release, 25th January 2021

Recognising Australia as home to the world’s oldest continuous living
culture is central to the nation achieving its potential as a successful and
open multicultural society.
Much is being said this week about whether January 26 is a suitable date for
the national day. Many Australians have concluded that we can do better than
focus on the day a convict settlement was established in Sydney in 1788. It
marks a day of great pain for Indigenous Australians as a seminal event in their
dispossession but it also limits the vision of what Australia is and can be.
This was even clearer to me last week when I made a long overdue visit to
Uluru. I have previously seen Uluru from the air and heard many times from
Indigenous friends about its significance as the place from which the ancient
songlines radiate across the continent.
Around Uluru, the desert oaks stand straight and tall, as if paying attention to
this monolith’s significance and sacredness. Uluru is more ancient and majestic
than any human-built structure and stands as a symbol of Australia’s
connection to the people who survived and thrived for more than 60,000 years

in this continent’s harsh climate.
Instead of celebrating the achievements and culture of Indigenous people, all
too often our First Nations people have been diminished and dismissed.
Australia is only beginning to realise collectively what a fundamental mistake
this has been.
Recognising the history and custodianship of Australia’s Indigenous people can
only enhance us, as Prime Minister Scott Morrison alluded to when announcing
this month’s change of a word in our national anthem. “Changing ‘young and
free’ to ‘one and free’ takes nothing away, but I believe it adds much,” he said.
“It recognises the distance we have travelled as a nation. It recognises that our
national story is drawn from more than 300 national ancestries and language
groups and we are the most successful multicultural nation on earth.”
We have long way to go before we can truly claim to be the most successful
multicultural nation on earth and much of the territory which needs to be
covered involves respecting and learning from Indigenous Australia. We
collectively have a lot of listening to do, both to come to terms with our nation’s
history and to be inspired by the wisdom collected over millennia by our First
Nations.
Read More:
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/recognising-australias-ancient-wisdom/?
fbclid=IwAR346WYxmobvZGLOBwWlhG2XqKL3kj2oOkFziJVSURcwidk9PC6vrsCOyw

‘We are something other, and that other is deeply rooted in two things: this extraordinary land and 60,000 years of its human
occupation.’ Photograph: Rick Rycroft/AP

Australia Day is an annual reminder of the theft of a nation. As it
is, it can never unite us
Richard Flanagan, The Guardian, 25th January 2021
A national day’s purpose is to unite. We cannot be one until we
acknowledge both the horrors and glory of our Indigenous past
For a long time I have not felt part of Australia, not felt Australian, not wanted to
be known as Australian. The national events and achievements to which we’re
meant to thrill always felt to some degree embarrassing and ridiculous, from the
winking kangaroo mascot at the Brisbane Commonwealth Games to the boxing
kangaroo and the idolisation of Alan Bond, a corporate criminal, to the endless
Anzackery of recent years and our determined involvement in America’s forever
wars to the point of war crimes.
Over the last three decades, as we became a meaner, more militarised, more
racist and more arrogant country, the national honours every year felt an ever
greater national humiliation as billionaires’ children, prominent politicians and
big-time burghers took out the top gongs. We gave Cathy Freeman the bottom
gong, Margaret Court the top. Go figure: it’s not hard. Ben Roberts-Smith was
lauded as a national hero and put in charge of the Australian of the Year and
you felt it, you understood what was being said.

And when they gave Australian of the Year to an Indigenous man who tried to
use the award to throw light on the appalling situation of his brothers and
sisters, the nation – or the ugliness of us – turned on him. Meanwhile Australia
Day, which once seemed to have the small virtue of irrelevance and
meaninglessness, now had too much meaning and none of it was good.
We had become known internationally as small and nasty – the nation that
pioneered the punishment of the innocent and the weakest in the theatres of
cruelty that were Nauru and Manus, the nation that burnt and yet kept on
subsidising the biggest fossil fuel export industry in the world, the nation of war
criminals, human rights offences, and, in the Christchurch mass murderer, of
murderous white nationalists. The radical right, the white supremacists with
their program of violent overthrow, began claiming national symbols, national
meanings, national identity, and the Liberal party – the dominant party of
government since 1996 – began claiming the cries and slogans of the far right
as their own.
In 2018 government senators voted for a motion declaring “It is OK to be white”.
Though later disowned, at the time the vote was supported by the likes of
Christian Porter and Matthias Corman. Only a few weeks ago our acting prime
minister – Michael McCormack, the man who last year blamed the summer
apocalypse on exploding horse shit – happily deployed the radical racist right
slogan “All lives matter”. Our prime minister, when not on holiday, will happily
tell Cricket Australia what to do rather than censure his own MP, Craig Kelly,
who, in the week of the attack on the US Capitol – its home of democracy –
repeated Trump’s big lie that the election he overwhelmingly lost was stolen.
Trump was impeached, Kelly was protected.
But out there, beyond all the officially sanctioned lies, there was still an
extraordinary land that shaped us all, though we could never see it.
Read More:
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/jan/25/australia-day-is-anannual-reminder-of-the-theft-of-a-nation-as-it-is-it-can-never-unite-us

Australian ‘patriots’ wrap themselves in the flag of a colony
Henry Reynolds, Pearls & Irritations, 1st February 2021

By choosing to stick with January 26 (1788) as Australia’s National Day,
conservatives are celebrating a date that highlights the very worst of British

imperialism – a ‘rule of law’ belonging to a tiny aristocratic oligarchy with a vicious
criminal code defending private property through capital punishment and
transportation.
Australia Day has come and gone again and still no resolution to recurring problems
with the official choice of January 26th. Well-tried arguments re-emerge; old
combatants re-engage. But several things are clear. The controversy will not go
away. The movement to change the date is stronger than ever. Rallies all over the
country are large, varied and passionate. Meanwhile, supporters of the status quo
invariably conflate support for a national day with their fixation on the 26th ; on the
date rather than the day.
The rally in Hobart in the gardens fronting Parliament House was larger than ever
and more varied in social composition and demographics. Well over half the crowd,
through a show of hands, indicated they were attending for the first time. Prominent
politicians, trade union leaders, the Anglican bishop, and Hobart’s Lord Mayor were
on the list of speakers along with Indigenous activists. A common theme was that
Canberra was not hearing the eminently sound arguments.
The intellectual dissonance was highlighted when the rally got under way at noon.
Two minutes of silence was disrupted by the sound of distant artillery fire as the
official national salute boomed across the city. It was not the most thoughtful way to
mark the occasion.
Similar artillery fire had echoed across the Derwent in February 1804 when Hobart’s
‘first fleet’ had arrived, and then again a few months later when the soldiers of the
New South Wales Corp fired their cannon to ward off an attack by the warriors of the
Oyster Bay nation who were threatening the small settlement at Risdon on the river’s
eastern shore.
This year’s debate further exposed the oddity of the conservative cause, which
would be particularly apparent to outsiders. For many countries that commemorate
significant historical events, the date of independence from colonial rule is a key
one. The clear message conveyed by Australia Day is that during two centuries of
settlement nothing can match the significance of the arrival of a fleet of ships
carrying 700 convicts cast out as human refuse.
Clearly, the motivation is to reaffirm our British heritage. That is not in itself
unreasonable. But why choose 1788? Especially when the fleet’s arrival illustrated
British imperialism at its very worst.

Meanwhile, the case for the prosecution overflows. The ‘rule of law’ that arrived with
the fleet was the law of a tiny aristocratic oligarchy with a vicious criminal code
defending private property with capital punishment and transportation. Britain was
still deeply involved in the slave trade. The tragic decision to claim sovereignty and
property over half a continent had no basis in either international or common law at
the time.
It was a monstrous and unconscionable usurpation that predetermined the violence
which was to run like a dark thread through Australian life for generations. The likely
outcome was understood at the time. Jeremy Bentham observed that New South
Wales had been annexed without any treaties with the First Nations. It was, he
believed, an egregious fault that could never be remedied.
Read More:
https://johnmenadue.com/australian-patriots-wrap-themselves-in-the-flag-of-acolony/?
fbclid=IwAR268JPNjXfyRDeyCAScmQUB5LoDtVJBcrR0kz6l52UPE70LkAGMPvxM
Low

The Australian government must pay compensation after the personal details of every asylum seeker held in mainland
detention and on Christmas Island were accidentally published on the immigration department’s website in 2014. Photograph:
Reuters

Australian government ordered to pay 1,300 asylum seekers

whose details were exposed
Compensation to be paid after personal details of almost 10,000 asylum
seekers were mistakenly published online in 2014

Christopher Knaus, The Guardian, 27th January 2021
The Australian government has been ordered to compensate almost 1,300
asylum seekers whose details were mistakenly exposed online in one of the
country’s most shocking privacy breaches.
After almost six years investigating, the privacy regulator has finally released a
report into a 2014 privacy breach that caused a database of almost 10,000
asylum seekers’ personal details to be exposed on the then Department of
Immigration and Border Protection’s website.
The error, revealed by the Guardian, made public 9,258 asylum seekers’ full
names, gender, citizenship, date of birth, period of immigration detention,
location, boat arrival details, and the reasons which led to them to “becoming
an unlawful non-citizen under the Migration Act 1958”.
Every person held in mainland detention and on Christmas Island at the time
was identified in the database.
Children’s details were also published and thousands more in community
detention were also exposed.
It is still regarded as one of the most serious privacy breaches in Australia’s
history and asylum seekers feared the disclosure of their identities would
subject them to retribution in their countries of origin, should they be forced to
return.
The Guardian’s investigation prompted a complaint to the Office of the
Australian Information Commissioner in August 2015. The complainants
requested an apology from the Australian government and compensation.
The final report supports the claim for compensation.
It ordered the department pay compensation to 1,297 participating
complainants. But, despite the length of time the inquiry took, the OAIC has left
the amount up to the department.

The regulator has created five categories of loss or damage, depending on the
severity of the impact, which the department will need to award to various
asylum seekers.
Category one is for those who experienced “general anxiousness”,
embarrassment or trepidation from the breach, while category four is for those
who suffered “the development or exacerbation of a mental health condition”
which resulted in a referral or treatment.
Category five is reserved for those who suffered “extreme loss or damage”. No
further detail is provided for what might constitute such a case.
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
RACS principal solicitor Sarah Dale said she was “pleased to see it publicly
recognised that the Department of Home Affairs breached the fundamental
right to privacy of thousands of people seeking asylum in Australia”.
Dale said no decision would alleviate the distress of those “who have already
experienced so much pain”.
“This breach meant that any person searching the internet could access the
personal information surrounding thousands of people applying for protection in
Australia,” Dale said. “This includes authorities and indeed even the
perpetrators of the persecution, in the countries from which they fled.”
Australia’s privacy principles charge government agencies with ensuring
records are protected by enough “security safeguards as it is reasonable in the
circumstances to take, against loss, against unauthorised access, use,
modification or disclosure”.
Read More:
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/jan/27/australiangovernment-ordered-to-pay-1300-asylum-seekers-whose-details-wereexposed?
utm_term=ee50a38757da4caf8fbec210bc7cb536&utm_campaign=GuardianTo
dayAUS&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=GTAU_email

Rohingyan refugee Don Khan in hotel detention this week. Credit: Supplied

Fight to free refugees in hotel detention
While dozens of refugees brought to Australia under medevac were
unexpectedly released into the community on temporary visas this week,
grave fears remain for the men left behind in detention.
Elle Marsh, The Saturday Paper, January 30th – February 2021
Ramsiyar Sabanayagam, a 29-year-old Tamil, met Don Khan, a stateless
Rohingyan, inside Australia’s offshore detention centre on Manus Island in
2013. Sabanayagam remembers seeing Khan walking past his compound five
times a day to pray, and once stopped Khan to ask about his religion. “I am
Hindu, he’s Muslim,” says Sabanayagam. “He said, ‘That doesn’t matter, okay?’
” After eight years together in detention, Sabanayagam thinks of Khan as a
brother.
In 2019, both men required medical treatment and were transferred to Australia
under the now-repealed medevac legislation. But since arriving on the
mainland, Sabanayagam and Khan have been held indefinitely in alternative
places of detention (APODs), hotels in Brisbane and Melbourne. Both say they
haven’t received adequate medical care.
Last Wednesday, January 20, the refugees detained at the Park Hotel
Melbourne in Carlton – including Sabanayagam and Khan – were split into

group meetings. There was nervous energy in the air: rumours had been
circulating for a month or so that some of the medevaced detainees would be
released into the community. “Do you have someone who can support you in
the community?” government staff began to ask the men, quietly, around
Christmas. But after years in detention, the men had learnt not to get their
hopes up.
Sabanayagam says his group, of roughly a dozen men, were told by an
immigration official they would all be released the following day. “Everyone
made a noise of happiness,” he recalls. “Really, I couldn’t believe it. Eight
years, they’ve never said any good news!”
Over the next two days, 46 refugees – some who had been detained in hotel
rooms without fresh air for more than 20 months – were released from the Park
Hotel into the community on bridging visas. But Khan was not among them. He
and 12 others remain indefinitely imprisoned in the hotel without any
explanation of why they cannot leave.
Khan says he is happy for his friends who were released but hasn’t been able
to sleep in the past week. He can’t stop thinking, “Why am I still here?”
To begin to understand why Home Affairs finally relented and allowed dozens of
medevaced refugees into the community, lawyers in the refugee sector say you
need to go back to a case decided in the Federal Court last September. It
concerned the detention of a Syrian refugee, Mahmoud, who came to Australia
as a child, and the outcome, lawyers say, was a watershed.
Mahmoud’s lawyer, Alison Battisson, successfully argued for his release from
detention under the legal order of habeas corpus, an 800-year-old writ that
requires a detained person be brought before a court to determine whether they
are being legally detained. Battisson claimed the Australian government hadn’t
taken appropriate steps to return her client to Syria, or to progress his migration
case, and the judge agreed – finding Mahmoud’s detention to be unlawful.
To read full article - please contact me at
mmcinerney@erc.org.au

Protecting all human rights protects us all.Credit:Andrew Dyson

Protecting everyone’s rights benefits us all
Hugh de Kretser, The Age, 2nd February 2021
It’s easy for many of us living in a country like Australia to take our human
rights for granted. For most of us, most of the time, Australia is a great place to
live.
But the downside of this can be a complacency about our own rights protection,
and, more importantly, ignorance or misunderstanding about the importance of
protecting the rights of those less fortunate. We need to understand that when
everyone’s rights are protected, our society is stronger and healthier. We all
benefit.
Recently, Australia’s human rights performance was closely scrutinised in a
major UN review that happens every four to five years. Known as the Universal
Periodic Review, the process involves a peer review with other countries asking
questions and making recommendations to Australia to improve our rights
protection.
122 nations participated in Australia’s review, making close to 250
recommendations to improve rights. One key concern was Australia’s very low
age of criminal responsibility, which is out of step with world standards.

Australian laws currently allow governments across the country to arrest,
prosecute and lock up children as young as 10. In just one year across
Australia close to 600 children aged 10 to 13 years were locked away in
prisons.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are disproportionately impacted,
accounting for 65 per cent of the younger children locked away. Evidence
shows there are far better ways of ensuring young kids who are in trouble can
be helped back on track.
The engagement from the Morrison government with the review was lukewarm
at best. As part of the process, the government made only modest, unambitious
commitments to improve rights protection, essentially re-packaging things it
was already doing.
Despite Australian civil society and several nations highlighting climate change
as a human rights issue and the need for Australia to do more, the Australian
government didn’t even mention the issue in its report to the UN.
The Morrison government’s indifference is disappointing and also a missed
opportunity. As a wealthy, stable democracy, Australia could lead the world on
human rights.
There has been progress since Australia was last reviewed five years back.
Marriage equality, legislation to combat modern slavery and the ratification of a
torture prevention treaty are all important steps forward.
Australian governments have delivered generally effective public health
responses to COVID-19 that have saved thousands of lives. Despite its gaps,
the Morrison government also provided a vital safety net for millions facing
economic hardship during the pandemic.
Yet this progress has been undermined by repeated failures to protect rights in
critical areas, particularly around the treatment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples and of refugees and people seeking asylum.
When Australian governments, at both the federal and state level, breach
people’s rights, it is not only morally and legally wrong under international law, it
is against our national interest. Human rights belong to all of us, no matter who
we are or where we are.

Read More:
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/protecting-everyone-s-rightsbenefits-us-all-20210201-p56yc9.html?
fbclid=IwAR1Thw4YErwBUiXpb_lra9PAs0reocALhzrbfMm_WM0VK3omoGqEV
mejLhM

We support every effort by world leaders to #FaceTheClimateEmergency

To help them along we’ve created a list of first step actions that would give us a
fighting chance to avoid a climate disaster.
You can help by signing and sharing the open letter here:
https://climateemergencyeu.org/

REFLECTIONS

Danny Abdalla speech – i4Give Day Launch 31st January 2021
Please allow me to introduce myself. I am Danny Abdallah, I am a loving
husband, but today I address you in my full capacity as a father. The father of
Antony, Angelina, liana, Sienna, Alex and Michael Abdallah, 6 beautiful children
who are my purpose for living.
I must begin by saying how honoured beyond measure both Leila and I are to
welcome such supporting and respected leaders of our wonderful nation and

key members of the body of Christ.
On Saturday the 1st of February 2020 my life was turned upside down and
literally changed forever.
7 precious, innocent and adorable children were taking a walk to get some ice
cream on a perfect summers day, a walk many if not all of us have taken early
in our lives with excitement and independence as part of a true Aussie ritual.
What happened next cannot be understood explained or made sense of. My
eldest son Antony, my eldest daughter Angelina and my youngest daughter
Sienna, along with their beautiful cousin Veronique were tragically killed by a
drunk and drugged driver unbeknown to my wife and I.
Then I receive the phone call that no parent should ever receive. Come now
your kids have been in an accident! With my heart pounding and mind racing In
deep desperation I made my way to what is now the scene of the most tragic
accident this nation has witnessed in modern times. 4 children dead instantly, it
was like entering the aftermath of a war zone.
Friends, I am in pain. My days are empty. My heart is aching. Tears or
hopelessness visit me each day… I am dying on the inside and It’s hard to take
much more.
I faced a choice, the choice that I want you all to comprehend if anything as I
share with you.
What path do we take, the path of destruction or the path of construction.
To either react and numb this pain, or respond and face the pain?
We chose to respond, we CHOSE to seek our refuge and our strength, we
CHOSE to obey our father in heaven and forgive.
Many question ‘why don’t you blame God’, but the truth is there is other place
to run to but to God, He is the only one that can carry us through this, my only
mentor in these uncharted waters is Jesus.
Jesus our ultimate example of forgiveness, the one who suffered beyond
measure yet extends forgiveness to all.

We forgive ourselves and we forgive the offender this has allowed us to live in a
state of PEACE and GRACE. And I promise you If my children were here they
would say ‘ Dad, forgive him’.
In this current climate we are living in, this season of uncertainty, we worry
about the future but forget to live in the present.
Time is the greatest and most valuable commodity we are given. Love your
children, keep their love tanks full, my children lived a full live.. and by FULL I
mean full of unconditional love.
Experiencing the power of forgiveness first hand has ignited the purpose for
today, the i4Give day.
Our heart is to share the message and power of forgiveness to every
Australian. This is the legacy of Antony, Angelina, Sienna and Veronique, for
forgiveness to permeate from this tragedy brings purpose to their lives. To be
ruled by unforgiveness, is a life of bitterness and hate, self destructing slowly
and robing yourself of a life of liberty and love.
This is our journey this is our message and the 1st of February marks the day
where we can focus on mental and emotional freedom, a message of hope and
strength to every Australian to overcome pain ands suffering in the only way
that there is. My name is Danny Abdallah and I forgive.
Thank you.
Editor's Note: This is a truly 'from the heart' story - there are more to read on
the website. These two families are an amazing example to us all about how to
really 'Forgive' .
Read More Stories:
https://www.i4give.com/#!/home
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John O’Donohue
Each one of us is alone in the world.
It takes great courage to meet the full force of your aloneness.
Most of the activity in society is subconsciously designed to quell the
voice crying in the wilderness within you.
The mystic Thomas a Kempis said that when you go out into the
world, you return having lost some of yourself.
Until you learn to inhabit your aloneness, the lonely distraction and
noise of society will seduce you into false belonging, with which you
will only become empty and weary.
When you face your aloneness, something begins to happen.

Gradually, the sense of bleakness changes into a sense of true
belonging.
This is a slow and open-ended transition but it is utterly vital in order
to come into rhythm with your own individuality.
In a sense this is the endless task of finding your true home within
your life.
It is not narcissistic, for as soon as you rest in the house of your own
heart, doors and windows begin to open outwards to the world.
No longer on the run from your aloneness, your connections with
others become real and creative.
You no longer need to covertly scrape affirmation from others or from
projects outside yourself.
This is slow work; it takes years to bring your mind home.
JOHN O'DONOHUE
Excerpt from the book, Eternal Echoes
Ordering Info: https://johnodonohue.com/store
Ballyvaughan, Co. Clare - Ireland
https://www.facebook.com/JohnODonohue.AnamCara/posts/393590612310953
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We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of Australia as the traditional owners

and custodians of the land. We commit ourselves to actively work alongside them for reconciliation and
justice. We pay our respects to the Elders; past, present and future. As we take our next step we
remember the first footsteps taken on this sacred land.
The Edmund Rice Centre wholeheartedly supports and endorses the
ULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEART
and urges all Australians to get behind this wonderful statement.

Our mailing address is:
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