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Dear All,

Welcome to the 51st Edition of ERC Justice Updates, our regular newsletter

from the Edmund Rice Centre, on matters relating to human rights, first

nations and environmental justice.

How does one live, grow and stay positive and hopeful in the disrupted and

disjointed world we currently live in?  Let us reflect on the words of Martin

Luther King:

If you have a story or any material you would like to include in Justice

Updates  - please do send along.  Also any feedback is much appreciated and

please feel free to forward the newsletter on to those who may be interested.

Previous editions are available at https://www.erc.org.au/newsletters.

Peace & Blessings

Marita

Communications Project Officer,



Marita McInerney

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers are advised that there may be

articles in this publication with names and images of deceased people.

In an article entitled: 'First Nations people urgently need to get
vaccinated, but are not being consulted on the rollout strategy', 
Kalinda Griffiths outlines some important facts.

Only 5 cases of COVID - 19 have been reported in Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander people in Australia in 2021.

The highly contagious Delta variant which is spreading in Australia

is of particular concern in higher-risk populations, including First

Nations peoples. Vaccinations of these communities and people

must be carries out more quickly.

First Nations people over the age of 55 have been able to get

vaccinated since March.  Those aged between 16-49 years have only

been eligible since  early June.

Western Australia had completely vaccinated just over 2% of

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population as of June 21st.

In The Torres Strait and Cape York where just under two-thirds of the

population is Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander only 5,277 total

vaccines have been distributed.



In the Northern Territory 17% of total population was fully vaccinated

as of 7th July.  In remote areas 26% of residents had received their

first dose at the by the beginning of July. First Nations people make

up a third of the Northern Territory population.

There is evidence that First Nations people are not being sufficiently

included in planning and implementation of the rollout.

Pat Turner, Head of the National Aboriginal Community Controlled

Health Organisation said this was "deeply concerning".  This rollout

much be managed so that First Nations people and other vulnerable

groups are prioritised. It also means securing better supplies and

putting First Nations people at the heart of the decision-making. 

Read full Story:

https://theconversation.com/first-nations-people-urgently-need-to-get-

vaccinated-but-are-not-being-consulted-on-the-rollout-strategy-

164067?utm_medium=email&

utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%201

3%202021%20-%202000419643&

utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2013

%202021%20-%202000419643+CID_e9942bdb6c6e3593ee57b85561bb1c74

&utm_source=campaign_monitor&

utm_term=First%20Nations%20people%20urgently%20need%20to%20get%20

vaccinated%20but%20are%20not%20being%20consulted%20on%20the%20ro

llout%20strategydid you know



Detail of Stations of a Cross image - Mother and Son- by Dr Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr-Baumann.Credit:Cathy Laudenbach

Tap into your ‘deep spring’ with transformative spiritual
listening

 Stephanie Dowrick, Sydney Morning Herald,July 16th 2021

Driving from the small city of Darwin to the community of Nauiyu Nambiyu (Daly

River) in the Northern Territory is already an adventure. The roads wind and

dip. Wallabies play Russian roulette with drivers. The sparseness then far rarer

lushness of trees tells a novice observer where there is more water

underground, less or none, even this late in the wet season.

I’m on my way to meet and hopefully talk with a woman who so many have told

me, with awe as well as appreciation, “Of all Australians, she walks in both

worlds.” That potent phrase, “walking in both worlds” is also used by Dr Miriam-

Rose Ungunmerr-Baumann herself. Even before we have found her – after

cheerful community help with our searching – it is evident that she lives it. Or

perhaps it’s truer to say that her life-long understanding of white people’s world

allows her to speak with quiet conviction about what those of us who are non-

Indigenous could be, should be, ready to learn from her infinitely older world:

from the art of the many First Nations, from her cultural sophistication, and from

her unshakeable knowledge of what nature itself is trying so hard to tell.



In her January 2021 acceptance speech as Senior Australian of the Year, Dr

Ungunmerr-Baumann offered an invitation that surely resonated with all who

cared to listen. She said, “We have lived in this country for many thousands of

years and 200 years ago we began to interact with white fellas.

“Since then, we have adapted to a new way of living. We learned to speak your

English fluently. For years we have walked on a one-way street to learn the

white man’s, white people’s way. I’ve learned to walk in two worlds and to live in

towns and cities and even worked in them. Now is the time for you to come

closer to understand us and to understand how we live and listen to what the

needs are in our communities. When you come to visit or work in our

communities and leave your comfort zones, I ask that you bring your

knowledge and wisdom, but we ask you also to learn and understand how we

live and function in our communities and listen to what our needs are.”

 ‘Now is the time for you to come closer to understand us and to

understand how we live and listen to what the needs are in our

communities.’

Read Full Story:

https://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/life-and-relationships/tap-into-your-deep-

spring-with-transformative-spiritual-listening-20210520-

p57tkr.html?fbclid=IwAR2sUAS0E8ve3OzEYhw119-9_rlmh-

IDSlalVKkqo4hG94qqhJ_DE-sVVJA



A coalition of 47 Australian justice and health organisations decries the failure to raise the age of criminal responsibility. Photograph:

Jono Searle/AAP

Jailing of nearly 500 children under 13 a ‘failure’ by
Australia’s top legal officers, advocates say

Lorena Allam, The Guardian, 27th July 2021

Justice and health groups say at least 65% of the children jailed in 2020

are Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander

The ongoing “failure” of Australia’s top legal officers to raise the age of criminal

responsibility from 10 to 14 years old has seen 499 children aged 13 and under

sent to jail in the past year alone, according to a coalition of 47 justice and

health organisations.

The coalition – representing welfare, youth and legal advocates, including

Anglicare and Acoss – says attorneys general have “failed” to take action,

“despite being handed an expert report overwhelmingly recommending that all

states and territories and the federal government change laws to keep children

out of prison.”

In 2020, 499 children aged between 10 and 13 were imprisoned. At least 65%

of them are Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander children. 68% of all children in

detention were on remand, meaning they were yet to be convicted of any



crime.

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

The ACT is the only jurisdiction to have committed to raising the age from 10 to

14 years old.

Read Full Story:

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/jul/27/jailing-of-nearly-500-

children-under-13-a-failure-by-australias-top-legal-officers-advocates-

say?utm_term=6357ced115cf3637549dc2261d677c1c&

utm_campaign=GuardianTodayAUS&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&

CMP=GTAU_email

AAP/EPA/Nic Bothma

Radicalism mixed with openness: how Desmond Tutu used
his gifts to help end Apartheid

Andrew McGowan,The Conversation, July 24th 2021

A court in Colombia has recently been working to uncover the dread secrets of

a long and bloody civil war. But rather than identifying perpetrators for death or

imprisonment, it seeks reconciliation of the estranged and restoration of a torn



social fabric.

Like many similar processes around the world over recent decades, this

Special Jurisdiction for Peace was inspired by the most prominent such court,

South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, headed by Desmond

Tutu.

This last public role for the Anglican archbishop embodied what made him the

most influential figure of the new South Africa after Nelson Mandela, and a

world religious leader comparable only to Mother Teresa, the Dalai Lama and

Pope John Paul II in recent times.

Proud of his black African identity and culture, Tutu is an advocate of radical

social change and a staunch proponent of non-violence. A pious Christian, he

is at home with people of other faiths as well as those of none. His capacity to

reconcile opposites and his unflagging hope about the human capacity to

change has been influential in his country, his church and the world.

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

After more time away working with the World Council of Churches, where he

was exposed both to Latin American Liberation theology and the Black

theology emerging in the United States, Tutu became head of South Africa’s

peak ecumenical church body, then successively bishop of Johannesburg and

archbishop of Cape Town.

His criticism of Apartheid become more voluble and wider-known. He earned

the wrath of white leaders for urging sanctions, famously saying in 1983:

   "If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of

the oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse, and you

say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality."

Read Full Story:

https://theconversation.com/radicalism-mixed-with-openness-how-desmond-

tutu-used-his-gifts-to-help-end-apartheid-156499?utm_medium=email&

utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%202

6%202021%20-%202012819774&

utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2026



%202021%20-%202012819774+CID_21d2877d1bf5fa32434f11c461729de9&

utm_source=campaign_monitor&

utm_term=Radicalism%20mixed%20with%20openness%20how%20Desmond

%20Tutu%20used%20his%20gifts%20to%20help%20end%20Apartheid

Kurdish-Iranian born journalist and refugee Behrouz Boochani spent six years in Australian-run detention on Manus Island in Papua

New Guinea. He now lives in Christchurch, New Zealand. Photograph: Martin Hunter/AAP

For eight years, Australia has been taking refugees as
hostages. It’s time to ask: who has benefited?

Behrouz Boochani,The Guardian, 21st July 2021

The government needs our bodies for political power, while the detention

industry needs us to fuel its money-making torture machine. But what has

Australia truly gained?

Eight years have passed since the Australian government mandated offshore

detention for all asylum seekers who arrive by boat, which led to the banishing

of more than 3,000 refugees to Nauru as well as Manus Island in Papua New

Guinea.

Since then, we have heard many tragic stories about the stranded refugees –

stories of death, violence, child detention, family separation and countless

violations of human rights.



We have heard the stories of the hundreds who have been traumatised and the

14 who were killed. We got to know about Reza Barati who was surrounded by

a group of guards and beaten to death. We were told about Hamid Khazaei

who developed a leg infection, ended up in a wheelchair and died while in

custody. Faysal Ishak Ahmed also died in a Brisbane hospital.

When I think about the stories of these refugees, including myself, the first

thought that springs to mind is the abduction of human beings on the sea. We

were kidnapped and forcibly transferred to an island we had never heard of. We

were robbed of our identity. We turned into a string of numbers through a

carefully planned process of dehumanisation. We were led into an evil system

which was designed to diminish our identity.

In addition to being a form of official hostage-taking, the policy provided a

platform for the spread of populist ideas and false claims. Kevin Rudd, for

example, announced this policy just before the 2013 federal election, while

Scott Morrison went to the Christmas Island detention centre alongside a dozen

reporters in 2019 and posed heroically against the backdrop of the sea.

They deceived the public into believing that the offshore detention policy was

like a building that would collapse if one brick were to be removed from it. They

warned against the invasion of boats on Australian shores, but no boats

arrived. What boats anyway? They returned every single one to Indonesia.

Read Full Story:

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/jul/21/for-eight-years-

australia-has-been-taking-refugees-as-hostages-its-time-to-ask-who-has-

benefited?fbclid=IwAR0pN4PTeArxew6YkToODKKVMp37ZJFlD0RHPKnJpv8Y

4UrnUtyYZ9WluCA



 Photo: nauru-wire

Letter to the Prime Minister, Immigration, refugees,
detention. Malcolm Fyfe MSC, Vicar General, Darwin

The letter is to the Prime Minister, individualised versions are being sent

to key Coalition and Opposition MPs and Senators.



OFFICE OF THE VICAR GENERAL

The Honourable Mr Scott Morrison, Prime Minister of Australia.

19.07.2021

Dear Prime Minister,

I am writing this letter on the eighth anniversary of former Prime Minister

Kevin Rudd’s announcement that no person seeking asylum by boat

would ever be resettled in Australia.

Every person arriving after that date was to be subjected to indefinite

detention on Manus Island, PNG, or in the Republic of Nauru, under

‘processing’ arrangements between the Australian Government and those

Pacific states.

Eight years on, 127 people seeking asylum remain trapped in PNG and

108 on Nauru, according to reliable sources.

A closely related issue is the continued long-term detention of refugees

and asylum seekers brought to Australia for medical treatment after

spending years in Australia's offshore processing facilities on Manus

Island and Nauru.

I am writing from the Diocese of Darwin, on behalf of many well-informed

and thoughtful people who are deeply concerned, indeed appalled, by

these consequences of Australia’s current Border Protection Policy.

The offshore processing regime is claimed to be essential as a deterrent

to ensure there are no more asylum seeker or refugee arrivals by boat.

Whatever about that claim’s validity, what is in place is actually a classic

and clear case of legislation that is immoral in the most basic of ways:- an

evil act is engaged in for the purpose of achieving some good outcome.  

How far can one go inflicting suffering on one group of people to prevent

unrelated others from acting in a certain way?



Indefinite detention is just a slightly civilized form of torture.

It has, in fact, similarities with the use of “human shields” in warfare.

Read Full Letter

https://misacor.org.au/index.php/item/3716-letter-to-the-prime-minister-

immigration-refugees-detention-malcolm-fyfe-msc-vicar-general-darwin

Pacific Climate Justice Summit

The Pacific Climate Justice Summit (3rd - 4th August) will bring together a

wide range of key actors from national governments, civil society, faith



communities, development partners and communities with the primary

objective of solidifying a strong human rights and climate justice policy

positions in lead up to the 26th Conference of Parties (COP 26) and beyond.

With the theme “The Rising Tide: A United Pacific for Climate Justice”, the

Summit will provide an opportunity to identify key priorities relating to climate

justice. The Summit will also create a strong foundation for partnerships

amongst key stakeholders to promote human rights & climate justice. The

event also aims to enhance understanding and raise awareness of

intersectional climate justice, by exchanging knowledge and learnings from

policy, programmes, and practice.

To register:

https://docs.google.com/forms

/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUklRa25EuBH4YvWNp7tR7PItfK7zdJbnxUavSstBCuUBPGQ

/viewform?fbclid=IwAR2qgnDIjlXrFwmysp9uW6WCR9YWG8HxL3QNgfsAGJO

usVwubqMNWMDOVNw

A photo depicting two threats to the Great Barrier Reef: coal ships anchored near Abbot Point and a flood plume from the Burdekin

River (February 2019); such plumes can carry pollutants and debris to the Great Barrier Reef. Matt Curnock

Not declaring the Great Barrier Reef as ‘in danger’ only
postpones the inevitable



Jon C. Day,Scott, F. Heron & Terry Hughes, The Conversation, July 24th

2021

After much anticipation, the World Heritage Committee on Friday decided

against listing the Great Barrier Reef as “in danger”.

The decision ignored the recommendation of the International Union for

Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and the UNESCO World Heritage Centre — a

recommendation based on analyses by Australian scientific experts of the

reef’s declining condition.

In many ways, the outcome from the committee was expected. The Australian

government fought very hard against this decision, including lobbying all the

committee members, as it has done in previous years.

There was consensus among most of the 21 committee members to not apply

the in-danger listing at this time. Instead, Australia has been requested to host

a joint UNESCO/IUCN monitoring mission to the reef and provide an updated

report by February, 2022.

This decision has only postponed the inevitable. It does not change the

irrefutable evidence that dangerous impacts are already occurring on the Great

Barrier Reef. Some, such as coral bleaching and death from marine heatwaves,

will continue to accelerate.

The reef currently meets the criteria for in-danger listing. That’s unlikely to

improve within the next 12 months.

..............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................

The draft decision had expressed concerns that Australia’s progress:

has been largely insufficient in meeting key targets of the Reef 2050 Plan

[and the] deterioration of the ecological processes underpinning the [Reef

has] been more rapid and widespread than was previously evident.

Read Full Story:

https://theconversation.com/not-declaring-the-great-barrier-reef-as-in-danger-

only-postpones-the-inevitable-164867?utm_medium=email&

utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%202

6%202021%20-%202012819774&



utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2026

%202021%20-%202012819774+CID_21d2877d1bf5fa32434f11c461729de9&

utm_source=campaign_monitor&

utm_term=Not%20declaring%20the%20Great%20Barrier%20Reef%20as%20i

n%20danger%20only%20postpones%20the%20inevitable

REFLECTIONS

Facebook Post Jamberoo Abbey 21st July 2021

A few "Messages from Everywhere" from the wonderful Naomi Shihab

Nye. 

While our bodies might be shut in and sometimes shut down, the

messages from everyone and everywhere are there for us...stay

strong...stay safe...keep looking up!

Messages from Everywhere

light up our backyard.

A bird that flew five thousand miles

is trilling six bright notes.

This bird flew over mountains and valleys

and tiny dolls and pencils

of children I will never see.



Because the bird is singing to me,

I belong to the wide wind,

the people far away who share

the air and the clouds.

Together we are looking up

into all we do not own

and we are listening.



Pace - e - Bene Non Violence Inspirations

"Compassion is not a relationship between the healer and the wounded. It

is a relationship between equals. Only when we know our own darkness

well can we be present with the darkness of others. Compassion

becomes real when we recognize our shared humanity."

—Pema Chodron



We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of Australia as the traditional owners

and custodians of the land. We commit ourselves to actively work alongside them for reconciliation and

justice. We pay our respects to the Elders; past, present and future. As we take our next step we

remember the first footsteps taken on this sacred land.

The Edmund Rice Centre wholeheartedly supports and endorses the

ULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEART

and urges all Australians to get behind this wonderful statement.



Our mailing address is:
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