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Dear All,

This 54th Edition of ERC Justice Updates, our regular newsletter from the

Edmund Rice Centre, comes to you at a time when it is hard to see much

goodness in our world.

So as each new day comes in this world full of injustice, inequity, much

sadness and many challenges let us always remember those who have lost

hope and can see no future. For them we as an Edmund Rice community must

continue to practice those three tenets of Edmund Rice: Compassion - 

Liberation -  Presence. 

If you have a story or any material you would like to include in Justice

Updates  - please do send along. 

Previous editions are available at https://www.erc.org.au/newsletters.

Peace & Blessings

Marita

Communications Project Officer,

https://www.erc.org.au/newsletters
https://www.erc.org.au/newsletters


Marita McInerney

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers are advised that there may be

articles in this publication with names and images of deceased people.



A recently released UNICEF Report entitled: 'The Climate Crisis Is a Child

Rights Crisis: Introducing the Children's Climate Risk Index'.

The report is the first comprehensive analysis of climate risk from a

child's perspective.  It ranks countries based on children's exposure to

climate and and environmental shocks, such as cyclones and heatwaves,

as well as their vulnerability to those shocks, based on their access to

essential services. Findings are startling:

• Approximately 1 billion children nearly half of the world's 2.2 billion

children live in one of the 33 countries classified as "extremely high-

risk".

• An estimated 850 million children - 1 in 3 worldwide live in areas where at

least four of the listed  environmental shocks overlap. 1 in 7 live in areas

affected by five major shocks.

• The 33 'extremely high-risk' countries emit just 9% of global C02

emissions.  Conversely, the 10 highest emitting countries collectively

account for nearly 70% of global emissions. 1 out of these 10 is ranked

as 'extremely high risk.

The Children's Climate Risk Index (CCRI) reveals:

• 240 million children are exposed to coastal flooding

• 330 million children are highly exposed to riverine flooding

• 400 million children are highly exposed to cyclones

• 600 million children are highly exposed to vector borne diseases

• 815 million are highly exposed lead pollution

• 820 million children are highly exposed to heat waves

• 920 million children are exposed to water security

• 1 billion children are highly exposed to exceedingly high levels of air

pollution

A spokesperson for Fridays for Future a group of young climate activists who

authored the report's forward said: " We must acknowledge where we

stand, treat climate change like the crisis it is, and act with the

urgency required to ensure today's children inherit a liveable planet."

Read full details:

https://www.unicef.org/reports/climate-crisis-child-rights-crisis

https://www.unicef.org/reports/climate-crisis-child-rights-crisis
https://www.unicef.org/reports/climate-crisis-child-rights-crisis


Ajmal Ahmadi weeps alone in a room after members of his family were killed in a U.S. drone strike in Kabul,

Afghanistan on August 29, 2021. (Photo: Marcus Yam/Los Angeles Times)

US Drone Attack Kills at Least 10 Afghan Civilians
—Including 6 Children
 Jake Johnson, Common Dreams, 30th August 2021

"The American aircraft targeted us," said Samim Shahyad, whose

father, brothers, and cousins were killed in the U.S. attack.

    A U.S. drone strike purportedly targeting a suspected ISIS-K vehicle in a

residential neighborhood of Kabul, Afghanistan killed at least 10 members of a

single family—including six children—as they were getting out of their car on

Sunday.

  "Too many children have already died from U.S. drone strikes. We

cannot accept one more, let alone six." —CodePink

    Relatives of the victims told the Washington Post that the strike—which was

the second attack the U.S. carried out in Kabul over the weekend—"hit a

nearby vehicle" that the Pentagon claims was an "imminent" threat.

    The civilian victims of the U.S. strike were all "from a single extended family,"

the Post reported.

    Samim Shahyad, a 25-year-old journalism student, told the New York Times

that the U.S. attack killed his father, his two brothers, four of his young cousins,

his niece, and his sister's fiancé. Shahyad added that three of the victims were

girls who were just two years old or younger.

    "The American aircraft targeted us," said Shahyad. "I do not know what to

say, they just cut my arms and broke my back, I cannot say anything more."

    One neighbor at the scene of the attack said in an interview with CNN that

"not much is left of their house and nothing can be recognized, they are in

pieces." The person estimated that as many as 20 people may have been killed

in the U.S. drone strike.



    "Yet another reason why the U.S. must leave Afghanistan," said Trita Parsi,

executive vice president of the Quincy Institute for Responsible Statecraft. "The

military presence, and the civilian deaths it's brought, has become a key

recruiting tool for terrorists."

Read More:

https://www.commondreams.org/news/2021/08/30/us-drone-attack-kills-least-

10-afghan-civilians-including-6-children

A Hazara man carries bread across a makeshift bridge in Afghanistan’s Bamyan Province.

Afghans in Australia: ‘I am human first of all’
Sarah Price, The Saturday Paper, August 28th – September 3rd, 2021  No. 364

In Sydney, a Hazara refugee wakes each morning and waits to hear from

his mother in Kabul. He says he is drowning in fear.

   When he fled Afghanistan nine years ago to travel by boat to Australia, Ali left

his mother and younger siblings behind. He was 17 years old. Taliban militants

had recently dragged his father off a bus and executed him by a roadside. His

sister was missing and presumed dead and Ali’s mother feared he would be

next.

   From his home in Western Sydney, where he lives with three other Hazara

refugees from Afghanistan, Ali agrees to speak to The Saturday Paper on the

promise of anonymity. If the Taliban learn that an Afghan family has a relative

living abroad, they will kill them immediately, he says. “There is no question.

https://www.commondreams.org/news/2021/08/30/us-drone-attack-kills-least-10-afghan-civilians-including-6-children
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2021/08/30/us-drone-attack-kills-least-10-afghan-civilians-including-6-children
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They will say, ‘Your family is living in an infidel country’, where the country does

not believe what they believe.”

   Since he arrived in Australia Ali has called his mother in Kabul every day. In

the past few months – as foreign troops withdrew and the Taliban conducted its

swift and strategic takeover of the country – Ali’s conversations with his mother

have become more and more distressing. She is anxious and afraid. She

worries constantly that the Taliban will target her children. Belonging to the

ethnic Hazara minority, the family is considered progressive in their pursuit of

education, women’s rights and freedom of speech. “We value education,” Ali

says. “We value human rights. We value equality when it comes to men and

women. Not only are we a minority, but our beliefs and values put us at risk of

genocide with the Taliban.”    

   When international troops arrived in Afghanistan two decades ago they

brought with them protection and hope, Ali says. Refugees began to return

home. Despite poverty, and people having lost family members to years of civil

war and the Taliban regime, there was a sense of motivation to move on. A

more dynamic society began to emerge: girls’ schools opened; a free media

was established; people from diverse ethnic communities, and women, were

accepted into nearly all aspects of public life. “People lived more purposefully.

There was a feeling that we can build a country. People wanted to forget what

had happened during the civil war and move on with a brighter future. It was

really hard for people to support their siblings or kids to go to university, but

they did. People tried really hard to be able to follow the idea they were

dreaming about. They wanted to improve the country, not just their own lives.”

 “Why does it matter how I got here? I have my family in Afghanistan dying at

the hands of the Taliban, and Morrison comes on TV and tells me, ‘I don’t

care.’ ”

Read Full Story:

https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/politics/2021/08/28/afghans-

australia-i-am-human-first-all/163007280012364
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Refugee Employment Experience: Struggles, Strategies &
Solutions
This Report by an Edmund Rice Centre Research Team headed by Farhad Adrian

was recently highlighted in a Media Release by Liverpool City Council.

Mayor Waller welcomes ‘eye-opening’ report on refugee employment

    Mayor of Liverpool Wendy Waller welcomed the recommendations of a new

research report by the Edmund Rice Centre for Justice and Community

Education, investigating the struggles and challenges refugees face finding

work in Australia.

   The report titled Refugee Employment Experiences: Struggles, Strategies

and Solutions made four recommendations to help refugees’ job-seeking

experience in Australia. These include providing more tailored support, shifting

the focus of services from offering training to creating employment

opportunities, engaging with refugees and refugee communities as partners

and addressing discrimination against refugees and other migrant job seekers.

Read Full Media Release

https://www.liverpool.nsw.gov.au/council/Media/media-releases/august-

2021/mayor-waller-welcomes-eye-opening-report-on-refugee-employment
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Mullah Morrison and his Christian Taliban

Chris Sidoti, Pearls & Irritations, 1st September 2021

The problem with Scott Morrison is not that he uses his office to implement

Christian values. The problem is that he doesn’t.

   Few Australian prime ministers have worn their religion on their sleeves as much

as Scott Morrison. Australia’s first Pentecostal prime minister declares his Christian

belief publicly and frequently. He praises and promotes those of similar views, even

to attempting to get into a White House state dinner a person criticised by the Royal

Commission into Institutional Child Abuse and later charged with offences relating to

failing to report child abuse. His regular participation in the parliamentary prayer

group is often the subject of comment. He allowed himself to be filmed at church

during the last election campaign. He is very much a public Christian.

   And he is criticised on that basis. Some call for a strict separation of church and

state, while failing to recognise that Morrison is not acting on behalf of any church.

Others accuse him of seeking to implement a Christian agenda in law and policy.

Others again say that he is hypocritical, professing Christianity while pursuing anti-

Christian policies.

   My criticism of Scott Morrison, and it is trenchant criticism, is not that he is using

his office to implement Christian values but that he is not. And I don’t see him as

hypocritical so much as plain wrong.

   The basic issue is how Morrison understands Christianity. The term “Christian”

covers a very broad church indeed, far broader than the present Liberal Party’s

much-proclaimed broad church. Indeed, many strands of asserted Christianity really

can’t be considered Christian, however much their adherents think they are.

   We don’t have to revert to the dark days of heresy hunting and inquisitions to be

able to acknowledge that some beliefs and values are Christian and some are not.



Some beliefs and values are mainstream Christianity, some are peripheral and some

are over the edge, outside the ballpark. Mainstream beliefs are those laid down in

the Nicene Creed of 325, with some amendments and interpretative differences

since.  Mainstream Christian values are love, compassion, justice, truth – the

two great commandments of love of God and love of neighbour, the Golden

Rule of doing to others as you would have them do to you. Oh, and

forgiveness.

Read More:

https://johnmenadue.com/mullah-morrison-and-his-christian-taliban/

Aunty Zarna Carter (middle) is moved to tears by the thanks of Kym (left) and Lindsay Thomas (right). (ABC Rural: Lucas Forbes)

Tears as landholder gives Flinders Ranges land to traditional
owners
Lucas Forbes,Country Hour SA,www.abc.net.au, 26th August 2021

The hand-back ceremony began with a warning from one of the Nukunu

elders: "There will be tears today".

Key points:

• A landholder gives 12.1 hectares (30 acres) of land in the Flinders

Ranges to the Nukunu Wapma Thura Aboriginal Corporation

• The land is to be used for cultural practices but could also be used to

produce native foods

• NWT leader encourages all Nukunu people to visit the property

   In fact, there were a few tears of joy as Zarna Carter, a non-Indigenous

landholder, freely gave the Nukunu Wapma Thura (NWT) Aboriginal

Corporation her 12.1-hectare (30-acre) property in the Flinders Ranges.

https://johnmenadue.com/mullah-morrison-and-his-christian-taliban/
https://johnmenadue.com/mullah-morrison-and-his-christian-taliban/


   As a result, Ms Carter has been welcomed into the Nukunu nation's family

and was called Aunty by the elders.

  About 30 people attended a hand-back ceremony recently where Aunty Zarna

officially signed the property over to the NWT.

   She said she had the idea for the transfer after she wanted to

environmentally rehabilitate the area but realised it might be beyond her.

   "I wanted the best for this count  and the best way was to involve them — and

it seemed like that was the most respectful way — was to actually give that

back to them, which was always theirs anyway," she said.

    I've gained a whole new family and I've gained people whose understanding

of the way this country works is very sophisticated."

   The handover has been in the works since last year, but Nukunu elder and

NWT director Lindsay Thomas said he was still trying to mentally process it.

   "[Aunty Zarna's actions] just gave me faith in the human race," he said.

"[When she told me she wanted to donate the land] I just thought, 'This is

incredible. I can't believe it'. I didn't think they made people like this in the world

any more."

   Nukunu elder and NWT chair Kym Thomas said he had never heard of

someone just giving their land to an Indigenous group.

   "She now becomes our adopted Aunty as well, so that's a new member of the

family," he said.

Read Full Story

https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-08-26/flinders-range-property-handed-

back-to-traditional-owners-

/100406720?fbclid=IwAR0ipETI5zD3Xm7iLkUXFZdd5fWa7fZ3PTEJPjum7f4o

WH6t-r80oi_jmyw

https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-08-26/flinders-range-property-handed-back-to-traditional-owners-/100406720?fbclid=IwAR0ipETI5zD3Xm7iLkUXFZdd5fWa7fZ3PTEJPjum7f4oWH6t-r80oi_jmyw
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-08-26/flinders-range-property-handed-back-to-traditional-owners-/100406720?fbclid=IwAR0ipETI5zD3Xm7iLkUXFZdd5fWa7fZ3PTEJPjum7f4oWH6t-r80oi_jmyw
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-08-26/flinders-range-property-handed-back-to-traditional-owners-/100406720?fbclid=IwAR0ipETI5zD3Xm7iLkUXFZdd5fWa7fZ3PTEJPjum7f4oWH6t-r80oi_jmyw
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-08-26/flinders-range-property-handed-back-to-traditional-owners-/100406720?fbclid=IwAR0ipETI5zD3Xm7iLkUXFZdd5fWa7fZ3PTEJPjum7f4oWH6t-r80oi_jmyw
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-08-26/flinders-range-property-handed-back-to-traditional-owners-/100406720?fbclid=IwAR0ipETI5zD3Xm7iLkUXFZdd5fWa7fZ3PTEJPjum7f4oWH6t-r80oi_jmyw
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-08-26/flinders-range-property-handed-back-to-traditional-owners-/100406720?fbclid=IwAR0ipETI5zD3Xm7iLkUXFZdd5fWa7fZ3PTEJPjum7f4oWH6t-r80oi_jmyw
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-08-26/flinders-range-property-handed-back-to-traditional-owners-/100406720?fbclid=IwAR0ipETI5zD3Xm7iLkUXFZdd5fWa7fZ3PTEJPjum7f4oWH6t-r80oi_jmyw
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-08-26/flinders-range-property-handed-back-to-traditional-owners-/100406720?fbclid=IwAR0ipETI5zD3Xm7iLkUXFZdd5fWa7fZ3PTEJPjum7f4oWH6t-r80oi_jmyw


Leroy was 10 years old when he was first incarcerated. Source: Aaron Fernandes/SBS News

Content warning: Contains references that some may find confronting

Leroy was incarcerated when he was just 10 years old.
This is what his life is like now
 Aaron Fernandes,SBS News, 29th August 2021

Despite pressure to raise the age of criminal responsibility in Australia, a child

as young as 10 can still be given a custodial sentence in almost all states and

territories. One boy’s experience has seen him strip-searched, assaulted and



locked up for hours at a time, and it hasn’t led to reform.

  Leroy (not his real name) spent his first night incarcerated when he was 10

years old after Western Australian police officers found his fingerprints at the

scene of a burglary.

   He had entered the house with some other children from his neighbourhood

and recognises now how short-sighted it was.

 “We just wanted money to go buy clothes. To go shopping, go buy a

motorbike,” he tells SBS News.

   In most places in Australia, a child as young as 10 can be held criminally

responsible for their actions and given a custodial sentence, so for Leroy, it

meant three and a half weeks at Banksia Hill Detention Centre in Perth's south.

   Leroy is still a minor and that first night remains fresh in his mind.

   “[It was] a bit scary. I didn't like it because there's too much bigger boys there.

And I was probably the littlest one there.”

   “I was getting picked on every single day. It wouldn’t stop, the guards weren’t

doing nothing ... It was frustrating. I didn't have family in there. No one to talk

to. I was alone.”

I was probably the littlest one there ... I was getting picked on every single

day.  - Leroy

   In the years since, he has lost count of how many times he has returned to

Banksia Hill. He guesses there have been more than 30 different occasions;

sometimes staying for days, other times for several weeks.

Violence and solitude

   Those aged 10 to 17 are sent to Banksia Hill, WA’s only custodial facility for

children, from all over the state. In many cases, it means being thousands of

kilometres away from family and community.

   Leroy, who is Aboriginal, says his experiences of Banksia Hill have been

confronting and violent. He says he has been strip-searched multiple times,

assaulted by other detainees, sworn at by guards and placed in isolation.

Read full story

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/leroy-was-incarcerated-when-he-was-just-10-

years-old-this-is-what-his-life-is-like-now/92487041-2aac-45f1-822b-

512331fc5b9b
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House with a sea wall in front of it in Kiribati (Photo: Christan Aslund/Greenpeace)

Pacific islands call for zero carbon shipping by 2050, citing IPCC
report
Joe Lo, climatechangenews.com, 23rd August 2021



Three Pacific nations want to reopen talks on the long term climate target at

the International Maritime Organization, urging higher ambition

   Three climate vulnerable Pacific nations have asked the world’s governments

to agree to aim to make international shipping emissions-free by 2050.

   In a proposal to the UN’s shipping body, the Marshall Islands, Solomon

Islands and Kiribati cited a major report published earlier this month

summarising the latest climate science.

    The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) said to limit global

heating to 1.5C, the more ambitious goal of the Paris Agreement, global carbon

dioxide emissions must fall rapidly and reach net zero by 2050. On current

trends, the temperature threshold is due to be breached by 2040.

   In a letter to his fellow delegates, the Marshall Islands’ ambassador to the

International Maritime Organisation (IMO) Albon Ishoda wrote: “The findings of

the recent [IPCC] report could not be clearer and fill us, the most vulnerable to

this climate emergency, with alarm.”

   He added: “Humanity is at a tipping point. Without immediate and decisive

action to now peak and rapidly reduce the greenhouse gas emissions of all

sectors, states and cultures such as ours will be consigned to history.”

   In 2018, shipping produced more than a billion tons of carbon dioxide

equivalent globally, a 10% increase on 2012 and more than the annual

emissions of Germany.

   World governments’ current plan, agreed after fierce debate at the IMO in

2018, is to reduce international shipping’s emissions at least 50% by 2050 on

2008 levels while pursuing complete decarbonisation. Cargo ships have a life

expectancy of 25-30 years, making the long term goal directly relevant to ships

built this decade.

   Tristan Smith, a low carbon shipping expert at University College London,

said the proposal would remove the initial strategy’s “ambiguity”, making full

decarbonisation a time-limited target not just an “upper bound” of ambition.

   As well as absolute emissions reduction targets, the current strategy says

carbon intensity – the emissions from each tonne of cargo shipped a given

distance – should be reduced 40% by 2030 on 2008 levels. That translates to a

2% reduction each year. Ishoda dismissed this as “business as usual”.

Read More:

https://climatechangenews.com/2021/08/23/pacific-islands-call-zero-carbon-

shipping-2050-citing-ipcc-report

/?fbclid=IwAR0b83VQvNLfM4_Ti6v9VkCytB9ZZlvaZs0eg_aUaYjVUmTXYbfxX
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MIs_Tc

   In the run-up to the global climate summit "COP26" in November 2021,

the world's top Christian leaders - Pope Francis, the Archbishop of

Canterbury and the spiritual leader of Orthodox Christians - have issued a

joint appeal for delegates to "listen to the Cry of Earth" and make

sacrifices to save the planet.

   Ahead of COP26, during the Season of Creation, you are invited to a

special Zoom webinar on the significance of COP26 for the climate

https://climatechangenews.com/2021/08/23/pacific-islands-call-zero-carbon-shipping-2050-citing-ipcc-report/?fbclid=IwAR0b83VQvNLfM4_Ti6v9VkCytB9ZZlvaZs0eg_aUaYjVUmTXYbfxXMIs_Tc
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emergency in the Pacific, as well as what you can do as a member of the

Australian Christian community to ensure that our world leaders "listen to

the Cry of Earth".

   Join Archbishop of Suva Peter Chong, Bishop of Parramatta Vincent

Long, Pacific Conference of Churches General Secretary Rev. James

Bhagwan and Rev. Mata Havea Hiliau Moderator Elect, Uniting Church

NSW/ACT, for a conversation facilitated by Sister Jan Barnett rsj.

Registrations are essential.

To Register click on the link below and fillup the RSVP form at the bottom

of the page:

https://www.erc.org.au

/webinar_cop26_climate_and_the_pacific_a_call_to_action

REFLECTIONS

  Seeking Solace

Seeking Solace, pondering possibilities

For journeys unknown, challenging, and uncertain.

Night, generous in time, allows stillness within

To recall yesterdays lived in other ways.

Solace, now sought among friends

Providing trust to accompany one in the journeys ahead.

(Jude Butcher September 3, 2021 Reflecting upon people in Kabul, as they

face the darkness of life’s journeys ahead, seeking solace in the trust of

others.)
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Br Jude Butcher cfc AM PhD

              Season of Creation - September 1st  -  October 4th

A Prayer for Our Earth

All-powerful God,

you are present in the whole universe

and in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love,

that we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live

as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

O God of the poor,

help us to rescue the abandoned

and forgotten of this earth,

so precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives,

that we may protect the world and not prey on it,

that we may sow beauty,

not pollution and destruction.

Touch the hearts

of those who look only for gain

at the expense of the poor and the earth.

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,

to be filled with awe and contemplation,

to recognise that we are profoundly united



with every creature

as we journey towards your infinite light.

We thank you for being with us each day.

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle

for justice, love and peace.

Pope Francis, Laudato Si, n 246.

Pace- e - Bene:   Non - Violence Inspirations

"Hope is not about what we expect. It is an embrace of the essential

unknowability of the world, of the breaks with the present, the surprises . . . to

expect miracles—not when and where we expect them, but to expect to be

astonished, to expect that we don't know. And this is grounds to act."

Rebecca Solnit, Hope in the Dark

We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of Australia as the traditional owners

and custodians of the land. We commit ourselves to actively work alongside them for reconciliation and

justice. We pay our respects to the Elders; past, present and future. As we take our next step we

remember the first footsteps taken on this sacred land.

The Edmund Rice Centre wholeheartedly supports and endorses the

ULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEART

and urges all Australians to get behind this wonderful statement.

Our mailing address is:
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