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Dear All,

This 55th Edition of ERC Justice Updates, our regular newsletter from the

Edmund Rice Centre, comes to you at a time when it is hard to see much

goodness in our world.

So as each new day comes in this world full of injustice, inequity, much

sadness and many challenges let us always remember those who have lost

hope and can see no future. For them we as an Edmund Rice community must

continue to practice those three tenets of Edmund Rice: Compassion - 

Liberation -  Presence.

If you have a story or any material you would like to include in Justice

Updates  - please do send along. 

Please note that if you come up against a paywall in any of the articles below -

please contact me at: mmcinerney@edmundrice.org  and I will send you the

full article.



Previous editions are available at https://www.erc.org.au/newsletters.

Peace & Blessings

Marita

Communications Project Officer,

Marita McInerney

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers are advised that there may be

articles in this publication with names and images of deceased people.

A recently released Report by the Climate Council entitled: Rising to the

Challenge:addressing Climate and Security in our Region. A snapshot of the

key findings are as follows:

• Australia faces substantial climate and security risks on its doorstep

and without urgent action, climate change will reduce security in our

region.

• Water has long been a contested resource in Asia and climate

change is worsening the situation.  Any conflict over water in our

region could have profound consequences for Australia.

• Pacific Island countries as well as others like Bangladesh, Vietnam

and India face significant threats from sea level rise, which is likely
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to increase displacement and forced migration.

• Australia failed to use COVID -19 to invest in a renewables led

recovery. Less than 2% of of its economic stimulus on climate

solutions. in comparison Canada spent 74.5% and the UK more than

20%.

• Australia has fallen well behind the US, UK, Japan New Zealand and

others in analysis of climate and security risks. In 2018, a Senate

inquiry called for a national climate and security threat assessment -

but this has not occurred.

Key recommendations include:

• To address the root cause of climate-fuelled insecurity, the science

is clear that Australia should reduce its emissions by 75% (below

2005 levels by 2030 and achieve net zero by 2035.

• Help accelerate decarbonisation in our region and globally shifting

from fossil fuel exports; work with the private sector to help repower

the region's economies and end all support for fossil fuels.

• Increase support for climate change adaptation through Australia's

development assistance program.

• Support regional and global initiatives for the effective governance

of water resources.

• As part of the 2022-23 Federal budget papers, publish a statement

on the budget as a whole addresses the climate and security

challenge.

• Ensure a process for engaging the whole of the nation, including

communities, businesses, cities, academics ,the NFP sector and all

levels of government in developing solutions to the challenges of

climate change and security.

Full report available: https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/resources/climate-security-

region/
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     COP26 webinar recording + taking action

It lifted our spirits to see so many of you join us for our pre-COP26 webinar last

Friday. On behalf of us all at the Edmund Rice Centre and Pacific Calling

Partnership - thank you.

If you were unable to make it to the webinar, you can access a recording here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqLXYdiKiG4

Please take climate action prior to COP26

Our webinar had a strong focus on listening to Pacific Islander voices on

climate change and taking climate action ahead of the United Nations climate

conference (COP26) starting in just over 5 weeks- on 31 October.  Here's what

you can do in the next 5 weeks:

• Send a letter to Australian leaders via our Stand with Tosy campaign:

https://pcp.good.do/standwithtosyandthepacific/Email-to-Leaders/.

Please share this campaign with your networks.

• Join the banner campaign: https://www.arrcc.org.au

/banners?utm_campaign=f4cj_resources&utm_medium=email&

utm_source=arrcc

led by the Australian Religious Response to Climate Change and put up a

banner on a building which your organisation owns or has an association

with.  Details of how to organise this are here. Make sure you send us a

photo and look out for our Edmund Rice Centre banner coming soon!

• Sign the Healthy Planet, Healthy People petition led by the Laudato Si'

movement.

https://thecatholicpetition.org/ You can do this as an individual or as an

organisation.

ERC COP26 School Resource
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If you work at, or have connection with a school, you may also like to use our

COP26 school resource available here: https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net

/erc/pages/44/attachments/original/1631851678

/School_Resource_for_PCP.pdf?1631851678.

We encourage you to pass on this resource to your networks as you see fit.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at

cfagueret@edmundrice.org

Thank you for taking action in these precious few days and weeks ahead.

With best regards,

Corinne Fagueret

Coordinator Pacific Calling Partnership

Edmund Rice Centre

http://www.erc.org.au/

Ocean return, Yap, Micronesia (Joyce McClure/Flickr)

Safeguarding Pacific Island seas starts with indigenous
knowledge
Anna Naupa,The Interpreter, Lowy Institute, 17th September 2021

   Some months ago, I was part of a special ocean and culture story-telling

workshop on my home island of Erromango, in southern Vanuatu. There, I

listened to traditional elders recount ancient sea wisdom and oral histories

about ocean connections with other islands, passed down through generations
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over thousands of years. Far away, in the virtual domain, Pacific island

governments were preparing key statements about the ocean to safeguard

Pacific island futures, culminating in the annual Pacific Island Forum Leaders

meeting on 6 August 2021 that produced the “Declaration on Preserving

Maritime Zones in the Face of Climate-Change Related Sea-Level Rise”.

   This forward-thinking Declaration sets an invaluable precedent on maintaining

maritime boundaries, without reduction, in the face of climate change-related

sea-level rise. It aims to mitigate against loss of resources for island nations,

demonstrating a significant interpretation of the UN Convention on the Law of

the Sea (UNCLOS) to maintain rights and entitlements of national maritime

zones despite shrinking coastlines, something that scholars have suggested

provides    the most environmentally just solution.  

   The Declaration strongly positions the Pacific states to present a clear

message to the upcoming COP26 in November 2021 about the ocean-climate

nexus. It is a culmination of a plethora of multilateral strategies and diplomatic

statements regarding the shared stewardship and safeguarding of the Pacific

Ocean, some of which include:

• A statement in March by Pacific Islands Forum Leaders at the 7th Our

Ocean Conference hosted by Palau calling for sustainable ocean

management.

• A commitment at US President Biden’s April Leaders’ Summit on Climate

pledging to work with islands on climate resilience, and coastal and

marine resource management strategies in cultural contexts.

• A call in July by Pacific island countries for the preservation of maritime

zones at the 5th France-Oceania Summit, signalling the clear intent of

Pacific leaders with regards to France, one of the major, enduring colonial

powers in the Pacific with whom many share territorial borders.

   However, as the village story-telling session highlighted to me, the role of

culture in maritime zone preservation is often overlooked and needs greater

prominence in regional diplomacy.

The Declaration’s call for urgent and collective action to secure maritime

zones of Forum member states will require significant diplomatic, legal

and cultural dialogue.

Read full article:

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/safeguarding-pacific-island-seas-

starts-indigenous-knowledge
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Women begging for alms outside a bakery in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Monday. One in three Afghans do not know where they will get

their next meal.Credit...Victor J. Blue for The New York Times

A Million Afghan Children Could Die in ‘Most Perilous Hour,’ U.N.
Warns
Marc Santora, Nick Cumming-Bruce and Christina Goldbaum, The New York

Times, 13th September 2021

   The international community pledged more than $1 billion in emergency aid

as millions of Afghans risk running out of food just as winter sets in.

   Millions of Afghans could run out of food before the arrival of winter and one

million children are at risk of starvation and death if their immediate needs are

not met, top United Nations officials warned on Monday, putting the country’s

plight into stark relief.

   Secretary General António Guterres, speaking at a high-level U.N.

conference in Geneva convened to address the crisis, said that since the

Taliban takeover in Afghanistan last month, the nation’s poverty rate has soared

and basic public services have neared collapse and, in the past year, hundreds

of thousands of people have been made homeless after being forced to flee

fighting.

   “After decades of war, suffering and insecurity, they face perhaps their most

perilous hour,” Mr. Guterres said, adding that one in three Afghans do not know

where they will get their next meal.

   The deepening humanitarian crisis tops a dizzying array of challenges

confronting the new Taliban regime as it navigates governing a country propped

up for decades by aid from international donors.

   Speaking to the news media on Monday afternoon, Mr. Guterres said more

than $1 billion in aid pledges had been made at the meeting by the international



community, which is still grappling with how to work with an organization like

the Taliban, with a history of brutality and human rights abuses.

   Across the country, the telltale signs of a humanitarian crisis have grown

more and more pronounced each day. In Wardak Province, less than an hour’s

drive west of Kabul, Afghanistan’s capital, the Taliban’s military campaign

brought the local economy to a standstill this summer. Weeks after the Taliban

seized power, most cross-border trade and many local businesses have yet to

reopen — leaving many without any income even as food prices soar.

   “There is security now, we are happy about that,” said Zakaria, a villager in

Wardak Province’s Chak district and a former Taliban fighter who was serving a

16-year sentence in Pul-e-Charkhi Prison in Kabul when the Taliban seized

power and freed inmates. “But there is no work, the people are not able to

make any money,” he added.

   The price of flour doubled at the local market, Zakaria said. Villagers stopped

cooking chicken and other meat — now a luxury — in favor of less expensive

meals of beans and rice. Many started eating less, uncertain how they will pay

for their next meal.

   Even as widespread malnutrition looms, the hospitals that once treated

people for starvation now face potential collapse. At a local hospital in Chak-e

Wardak, administrators have been unable to pay salaries or purchase new

medicines with banks still closed, according to Faridullah, the facility’s resident

doctor.

Read More:

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/13/world/asia/afghanistan-united-nations-

crisis.html?campaign_id=3&emc=edit_mbau_20210914&instance_id=40298&

nl=morning-briefing%3A-australia-edition&regi_id=132157641&

segment_id=68815&te=1&user_id=cfe005d35b6b49d751e71065346565f7
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Imasi Yousef inside his room at the Villawood Immigration Detention Centre. Credit: Supplied

Villawood asylum seeker’s plea from solitary ‘torture’ amid virus
scare
Sarah Price, The Saturday Paper, September 18 – 24, 2021,No. 367

   Imasi Yousef knows what it is to wait. Orphaned, then trafficked to Europe as

a young child, he slept rough on the streets while he waited for a home. As a

stateless person – accepted by not one country on Earth – he now waits for

permission, sanctuary and citizenship. He waits for freedom. He has waited in

Australian detention centres his entire adult life.

    As the Delta strain of Covid-19 spread through Sydney’s south-west, Imasi

waited inside Villawood Immigration Detention Centre. He watched the news

cycle. Even as the virus made its way into neighbouring suburbs nothing

changed for him and other detainees at Villawood. The centre continued to

operate as normal.

   When we spoke in July, Imasi reported a total lack of personal protective

equipment at Villawood. Detainees had no access to masks, sanitiser or

gloves. The centre was overcrowded, with no provisions for social distancing.

Vaccines, he was told at a meeting with the centre’s management that month,

were not available to detainees. During our conversation Imasi expressed his

own fear: if the virus entered the centre, he would be “locked up more”.

   Late last week a guard at Villawood tested positive to Covid-19. It is unclear

for how long he was infectious while working at the centre. Questions from The

Saturday Paper – to Border Force, centre management company Serco and



healthcare provider International Health and Medical Services – have gone

unanswered.

   This week, Imasi was told he is the only close contact of the infected guard.

He was ordered from the centre’s gym and immediately placed into quarantine.

He was not allowed to take his own belongings. He is being held in a high-

security cell. There is no window. The lights are automatic: they cannot be

dimmed or turned off. For the first time since Covid-19 arrived in this country,

Imasi has been given a mask. He is told to put it on and stand away from the

door when food is delivered to the floor of his cell.     

The room is designed for punishment, it is not for quarantine. It makes

me feel like I have done something wrong – like I am the most wanted

man in the world. I am going crazy here. I need help.

Read full story:

https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/politics/2021/09/18/villawood-

asylum-seekers-plea-solitary-torture-amid-virus-scare
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107th Migrant & Refugee Sunday Sunday 26th September 2021
Pope Francis has chosen the theme, Towards An Ever Wider “We”, for the

107th World Day of Migrant and Refugees.

TOWARDS AN EVER WIDER “WE”

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

   In the Encyclical Fratelli Tutti, I expressed a concern and a hope that remain

uppermost in my thoughts: “Once this health crisis passes, our worst response

would be to plunge even more deeply into feverish consumerism and new

forms of egotistic self-preservation. God willing, after all this, we will think no

longer in terms of ‘them’ and ‘those’, but only ‘us’” (No. 35). 

   For this reason, I have wished to devote the Message for this year’s World

Day of Migrants and Refugees to the theme, Towards An Ever Wider “We”, in

order to indicate a clear horizon for our common journey in this world.

   The history of this “we”

   That horizon is already present in God’s creative plan: “God created

humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and

female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful

and multiply’” (Gen 1:27-28). God created us male and female, different

yet complementary, in order to form a “we” destined to become ever more

numerous in the succession of generations. God created us in his image, in the



image of his own triune being, a communion in diversity.

   When, in disobedience we turned away from God, he in his mercy wished to

offer us a path of reconciliation, not as individuals but as a people, a

“we”,meant to embrace the entire human family, without exception: “See, the

home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his

peoples, and God himself will be with them” (Rev 21:3).

   Salvation history thus has a “we” in its beginning and a “we” at its end, and at

its centre the mystery of Christ, who died and rose so “that they may all be one”

(Jn 17:21). The present time, however, shows that this “we” willed by God is

broken and fragmented, wounded and disfigured. This becomes all the more

evident in moments of great crisis, as is the case with the current pandemic. 

Our “we”, both in the wider world and within the Church, is crumbling and

cracking due to myopic and aggressive forms of nationalism (cf. Fratelli

Tutti,11) and radical individualism (cf. ibid., 105). And the highest price is being

paid by those who most easily become viewed as others: foreigners, migrants,

the marginalized, those living on the existential peripheries.

   The truth however is that we are all in the same boat and called to work

together so that there will be no more walls that separate us, no longer others,

but only a single “we”, encompassing all of humanity. Thus I would like to use

this World Day to address a twofold appeal, first to the Catholic

faithful and then all the men and women of our world, to advance together

towards an ever wider “we”.

Read full message In Australian Refugee & Migrant Resource Kit

https://www.acmro.catholic.org.au/resources/migrant-refugee-kit/booklet/1310-

migrant-and-refugee-kit-2021/file

Environment minister Meaghan Scanlon (L) with members of the Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation Sunday. (Facebook)

Paradise found as World Heritage Area reinstates traditional
name
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 Dan Butler, NITV NEWS, 20th September 2021

 The Butchulla word for paradise, K'gari, will be restored as the official

name of Fraser Island after approval from the World Heritage Committee.

Butchulla Traditional Owners have welcomed the approval of their application

to restore the traditional name of Fraser Island.

   K'gari, meaning paradise, has already been reinstated as the title of the

World Heritage Area which straddles the island and the mainland, comprised of

woodlands, rainforest and pristine beaches.

   Now, the entire island will be known by its original name.

   Veronica Bird is the General Manager of the Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation.

She said the news was momentous.

 "We're absolutely ecstatic," she told NITV News.

   A ceremony was held Sunday to mark the occasion, with an official

celebration set for October 24, the 7th anniversary of the Butchulla people's

successful application for native title.

   The return of the traditional name is the culmination of a drawn-out fight on

the part of Traditional Owners.

   "(This has been) a long-time call from Butchulla Elders, many of whom were

present yesterday," said Ms Bird.

"Some of them, unfortunately, did not to see this come to fruition like so many

of our battles, because it's such a long journey."

   Having received approval at a state and federal level for the name change,

the final determination came from the United Nations International World

Heritage Committee.

   Queensland environment minister Meaghan Scanlon said the necessary

steps are now underway to ratify the name change.

   Ms Bird said the process was achieved with significant support from local

stakeholders.

 "Reconciliation sometimes can be a shallow gesture. But I think when

you have successes that are achieved not only through the voice of our

Elders, (but also) with the support from our non-Indigenous community

and our stakeholders, is a wonderful step forward."

Read full story:

https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/2021/09/20/paradise-found-world-heritage-

area-reinstates-traditional-name-1?fbclid=IwAR0Ye05DtlI6-

B9kqdbOAh_BcUaQ1LvVWEUsbxSNpBI4OdMdZXzOVajTJPA
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Yuin man Bruce Pascoe on his property Yumburra near Mallacoota. The Black Summer bushfires burned much of his property.

The two large paddocks where he grows Australian grasses were also burned but have surged back stronger than

ever.Credit:Justin McManus

Call for conversation not screaming match about Aboriginal
history
Bruce Pascoe, Sydney Morning Herald, 11th September 2021

   The last Australian male to win an Olympic medal for the 200 metres was

Peter Norman in Mexico in 1968. On the podium with him were the gold and

bronze medallists, two African-Americans.  The Americans raised their fists in

the Black Power salute. The cheers of the crowd immediately turned to heckling

and then horrible insults. It was the height of the Black Panther movement in

the US.

   Norman was aware that his fellow runners would protest and wore a human

rights badge in solidarity. He didn’t raise his fist, but he wanted to support the

justice of their human rights.

   All three were ostracised by the Olympic movement and vilified by the media

in their home countries. Norman was first abused and then ignored by his

country. Whereas other Olympians were lauded on their return to Australia, he

was shunned for the rest of his life despite his Mexican run not having been

bettered in Oceania to this day.

   The world loves a sportsperson, until they get political. As John Carlos, the

bronze medallist, said: “We are afraid to offend the oppressor.” We are

supposed to forget some parts of our history and if we don’t some consider us

enemies of the state.

   When my uncle encouraged me to follow the family heritage I was amazed at

how quickly that led me into foreign territory. This was an Australian history for

which my education had not prepared me, a story of murder, oppression and



disdain.

    Most families I spoke to mentioned massacres as others might mention

migration. In talking of the late 1800s and 1900s, stolen children became a

punctuation mark for the same families.

   I began to visit libraries so that I could re-educate myself. The information

wasn’t hard to find, but I was puzzled by the complete lack of reference to this

material in Australian public life or schooling. As a school teacher, I was

embarrassed to have swallowed the shallow history I had been taught.

   I was asked to help compile the Wathaurong dictionary and that task gave me

even greater access to libraries and records offices. I began to take notes on

frontier massacres. Those notes became my book Convincing Ground, but

during that research I kept coming upon observations by “pioneers” and

“explorers” of Aboriginal people building wells, dams and houses, sowing seed,

harvesting grain crops and tubers.

   I was astounded that this information was so readily available and yet over 16

years of education across a dozen schools and a university I had not

encountered any of it. Why?

   I began collecting the material that would become Dark Emu and read Peter

Latz, Bill Gammage, Rupert Gerritsen, Katie Langloh Parker, Bain Attwood, Ian

Clark, Philip Clarke, Heather Le Griffon and a host of other archaeologists,

historians and anthropologists. I read from the journals of missionaries,

especially Sievwright, Robinson and Thomas, and as many of the explorers

and magistrates as had written journals.

Read More:

https://www.smh.com.au/national/call-for-conversation-not-screaming-match-

about-aboriginal-history-20210908-p58pvi.html
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'Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the
world on 21 September.

The UN General Assembly has declared this as a day devoted to

strengthening the ideals of peace, through observing 24 hours of non-violence

and cease-fire.

   In 2021, as we heal from the COVID-19 pandemic, we are inspired to think

creatively and collectively about how to help everyone recover better, how to

build resilience, and how to transform our world into one that is more equal,

more just, equitable, inclusive, sustainable, and healthier.'

   Listen to António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations share his

message of peace.

https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace/messages

   The Sydney Peace Foundation was founded on the belief that peace is

possible.  

   We strive for a world where humans live in peace with each other and the

https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace/messages
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace/messages


environment. A fair and compassionate world where justice and human rights

are valued, respected and protected.

   We highlight the voices of local and global peacemakers, elevating their

messages of peace with justice and bringing much-needed attention to areas

that call for change.

   On this International Day of Peace, the world is in crisis - nationalism is on

the rise, inequality is more pronounced, and the impact of climate change is

getting more and more urgent. Global extreme poverty has risen for the first

time in over 20 years.

   The disruption of COVID-19 has compounded the forces of conflict and

climate change, which were already slowing poverty reduction progress. The

pandemic is estimated to push an additional 150 million people into extreme

poverty by the end of 2021 (World Bank Poverty and Shared Prosperity

Report).

   The good news is that we can do better. We know that Australia has a key

role to play in promoting and ensuring peace - both here and abroad - and we

ask you to join us in supporting this mission.

    Cabramatta High School (longterm partner of Sydney Peace Foundation)

has a message of peace from their students.

To view this video & Read The Sydney Peace Foundation Statement on the

Government Decision to Own and Operate Nuclear Submarines

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=wm&ogbl#all

/FMfcgzGljvPVXSxrnRbxMtpBtdZshJWP

REFLECTIONS

Jamberoo Abbey Facebook Post 15th September 2021

As we celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, here is a beautiful new poem

by Mark Nepo to ponder on.  I'm not sure that tea leaves have ever been

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=wm&ogbl#all/FMfcgzGljvPVXSxrnRbxMtpBtdZshJWP
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=wm&ogbl#all/FMfcgzGljvPVXSxrnRbxMtpBtdZshJWP
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=wm&ogbl#all/FMfcgzGljvPVXSxrnRbxMtpBtdZshJWP
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associated with Mary before but how refeshing to think of her sorrows as

"creases", softened and released into ease and grace and wisdom...a gift to us

all.

The Inside of Jade

As ancient Buddhists drank tea

to prevent drowsiness during epic

mediations, we drink of each other’s

pain and joy to prevent our souls

from going back to sleep.

In the second chapter of Lu Yu’s

Cha Ching, the holy scripture of tea,

he remarks that the most potent leaves

have creases that have held the sun

which when softened release

an aroma from the Beginning.

This is what a life ushered into

acceptance looks like: crease,

soften, and in time we unfold

with an ease beyond our making.

The tea hut by design is too

small to enter standing, and too

narrow to bring anything with you.

Like the threshold to wisdom

after a lifetime of trouble.

~ Mark Nepo

Pace- e - Bene:   Non - Violence Inspirations

"Peacemaking, like most beautiful things, begins small. Matthew 18 gives us a

clear process for making peace with someone who has hurt or offended us;

first we are to talk directly with them, not at them or around them . . . Straight

talk is counter-cultural in a world that prefers politeness to honesty.

Peacemaking begins with what we can change—ourselves. But it doesn’t end

there. We are to be peacemakers in a world riddled with violence. That means

interrupting violence with imagination, in our streets and in our world."

Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals

Broken God,



whose body is the world,

undo all the violence that dismembers all creation.

Bind the wounds of places we've unmade - gouged earth,

razed forests, toxic waters.

Cry in us songs of resistance

whose tears wipe clean the sea.

Breath giver,
who whispered all that is into being,

arrest our project of extinction, because

extinguished now is the the breath of all your creatures.

Breathe love into us again

for this world we've almost lost,

which you first made - love's exhalation.

Julie Perrin, a prayer, a plea, a bird, 2020

Chapter entitled: Collects for the earth

These short prayers are based on the ancient form of the collect

which gathers up the needs of the day and offers them to the Divine.

We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of Australia as the traditional owners

and custodians of the land. We commit ourselves to actively work alongside them for reconciliation and

justice. We pay our respects to the Elders; past, present and future. As we take our next step we

remember the first footsteps taken on this sacred land.

The Edmund Rice Centre wholeheartedly supports and endorses the

ULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEART

and urges all Australians to get behind this wonderful statement.

Our mailing address is:
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