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NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER
LETTER FROM OUR COORDINATOR

Former Prime Minister of Tuvalu Mr Enele Sopoaga with Corinne Fisher and Maria Tiimon at a recent function in Sydney
Dear PCP Supporters,
The events of the last few weeks have brought a mixture of feelings to the Pacific Calling Partnership team. Having been in the position of
Coordinator for the last 10 months, it is clear to me, however, that our work is more relevant than ever, as I hope you will agree after reading
the various reports of our activities included in this newsletter.
The Climate Strikes of 20 September 2019 saw 350,000 individuals marching in 100 locations across Australia, as well as millions more
worldwide. Action is hope and the strikes certainly filled our hearts with renewed energy to continue our work. Since then, however, bushfires
have continued to rage in Australia and overseas, the Australian drought shows no signs of abating and governments across the globe,
including our own, still persist in their unwillingness to do what is needed to avoid the worst impacts of the climate crisis.
This situation is deeply distressing to many of us. At the same time, I know in my heart that this is no time to give up. Although it may be
difficult to discern it at times, we are making progress. One such example of progress can be seen in the growing public discourse linking the
need to find solutions to the climate crisis that address both environmental and social outcomes, solutions that protect our planet and address
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the growing inequities present in our communities, solutions that create a better world for humans and the other species with whom we share
this earth.
“A true ecological approach always becomes a social approach; it must integrate ques ons of jus ce in debates on the environment, so as to hear both the cry
of the earth and the cry of the poor.” (Pope Francis, Laudato Si)
This approach has defined the work of the Pacific Calling Partnership since its inception in 2006 and, increasingly, it is also defining the
direction of the public debate on the climate crisis. This is a welcome development and a deeply hopeful one too.
I hope you enjoy reading about our activities over the past 2 months. Thank you for your support- it is truly invaluable.
Yours in determination and hope,
Corinne
_____________________________________________________
Corinne Fisher
Coordinator Pacific Calling Partnership
Edmund Rice Centre for Justice & Community Education
15 Henley Rd (PO Box 2219)
Homebush West NSW 2140 (near Flemington Station)
Ph: +61 2 8762 4200 / 0421 831 889
Please note I work on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays

IN-COUNTRY TRAINING IN KIRIBATI

On August 3rd 2019 the Kiribati Australia Exchange Programme held the workshop on climate change, leadership and advocacy. The
workshop was held at the Marist Brothers’ Maneaba for two days Saturday and Sunday 3rd – 4th August 2019. Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang and
Teruabine Anna Nuariki ran the two days’ workshop. The workshop involved a lot of sharing in smaller and a bigger group.
There were 10 participants who were all so keen to learn not just about climate change, advocacy and leadership but they also wanted to
learn about what ways and how could they get more involved in any action work at the grassroots level.
The objectives of the workshop were:
1. Becoming a climate leader
2. Effects of climate change on the Pacific Islands- adaptation
3. Sharing their stories and linking them with culture
4. Making effective presentations
5. How to work with media
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6. Choosing and planning your project
The first morning session started with participants choosing a picture prepared by Jill and Maria on how they feel about climate change and
the workshop. Each participant chose different pictures that
represented their feelings about the workshop and knowledge on climate change. The participants then shared their expectations and feelings
from the picture they had chosen. During the sharing all participants said that their knowledge on climate change is limited but they are aware
that rising sea level, erosion and the continuous changing patterns of the weather are caused by climate change. They are very well aware of
the impacts of climate change. Participants also shared that they are looking forward to this workshop with their hope that at the end of these
two days’ workshop, they will learn and know more about the impacts of climate change and also gained the skills in leadership and advocacy.
On day two, the participants spent 20 minutes going through day one and shared to the whole group what they had learnt. Maria and Anna
observed that there was more confidence in each participant in sharing their reflections with one another. Their homework for day 2 was to
prepare a presentation on climate change. The story include;
a) Brief introduction
b) The event
c) Time (when, where, how)
d)Your key messages
After this session, there were more lessons and practices on telling effective stories and how to face the media. This KATEP program was
lucky to have the participation of a journalist from Melbourne who stays with the Marist Brothers at where the workshop hosted. She voluntarily
attended the workshop and offered to give a session on social media and media to KATEP participants. At the end of the workshop she did
some more with the participants on the media and interviewed them on camera. Later they were put in groups to discuss and plan their
projects that they will carry out till phase 2 of KATEP later this year or early next year. They decided to have two groups which will be led by
Teruabine Anna Nuariki and Terakunene Kambati. The first group project is cleaning up South Tarawa from Bonriki to Betio. Group B is led by
Teruabine Anna Nuariki and Maretati one of the participants focused around expressing feelings through poetry on issues that people are
facing due to climate change. These poems can then be used at future workshops and events.

VISIT TO CANBERRA

Ten Delegates from the Inter-congregational Voice on Climate Change visited Parliament House in Canberra to meet with MPs and Senators
on 17th and 18th of September. The ten delegates divided into three teams to enable the maximum number of Parliamentarians to be visited.
PCP team provided secretariat services to enable the visit. This involved
Making contact with 70 politicians
Negotiating with those who were prepared to meet to arrange a time table of meetings
Providing a training day on lobbying and advocacy on 5 September which included:
How to conduct a parliamentary meeting, including preparing the meeting agenda and the Parliamentary briefing note background issues and asks
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Media – communicating about climate change in the Pacific post Pacific Island Forum
Climate Justice
Preparing short stories with a message, use of photos
Requests coming from the Pacific (PIF, PIDF) Addressing Coalition and Labor positions on a future without coal.
Pope Francis - faith and climate change
Science of climate change – what is happening in Australia and the Pacific and what is predicted – why it is essential to work
towards less than 1.5 rather than 2 deg. rise.
Compiling preparatory materials, fact sheets and biographical notes on each politician
Preparing a Parliamentary Brief kit for each politician
Dividing the delegation into 3 teams in order to fit in the 24 politicians who responded with a booking
Vincent accepted the invitation to join the delegation and took on the role of one of the team leaders and media organiser
Helping organise follow up letters to MPs who met with the delegation and to MPs who apologised because they were unable to meet.

The Parliamentarians visited:
The three teams consisted of Vincent Sicari, Lynne Crilley, Janice Ruff and Merrilyn Lee in Team 1, and Jeff Reagan, Jan Barnett, Jill
Shirvington, and Geraldine Kearney in Team 2. Team 3 consisted of members of Team 1 and 2, Lynne Crilley and Geraldine Kearney, and was
formed to meet with Parliamentarians when the other teams were occupied with other visits at the same time.
Reflections from members of the delegation:
Anxious, nervous at first but gradually felt more relaxed
Learnt a lot
what they did can make a difference
logistics worked well - regarding the logistics, learnt about how changeable appointments are right up to the last minute and that is just
normal for Parliament House
very worthwhile exercise
briefing kits useful
could have had more information on Politicians
Café meetings built the team and allowed for pooling of experiences and ideas
Parliamentary staff very good humoured and helpful

We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of Australia as the traditional owners and custodians of the land. We commit ourselves to actively work alongside them for
reconciliation and justice. We pay our respects to our Elders; past, present and future. As we take our next step we remember the first footsteps taken on this sacred land.
Our mailing address is:
Pacific Calling Partnership
Edmund Rice Centre
PO Box 2219
Homebush West, NSW, 2140
Australia
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