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About The Pacific Calling
Partnership
The Pacific Calling Partnership (PCP) is an initiative of the Edmund
Rice Centre for Justice and Community Education (ERC) and began
in 2006 in response to Pacific Island calls for solidarity in the face of
climate change.

Moving home during a storm
surge in Kiribati – July 2019

PCP seeks out and provides opportunities for Pacific Islanders to tell
their stories and promote understanding of the impacts of climate
change on their homelands. Small island nations do not have the
resources to counter the negative impacts of climate change and look
to nations like Australia for solidarity and support.
PCP is committed to collaborating with our island neighbours, such as
Kiribati and Tuvalu, to communicate and amplify their climate change
messages both within Australia and internationally.

Key PCP Activities
in 2019

Phase 1 (November 2018) consisted of a threeday workshop facilitated by ERC Director Phil
Glendenning with PCP Project Officers Jill Finnane
and Vincent Sicari.

Delivering Climate Leadership and
Advocacy Training

Phase 2 (November 2018 to March 2019) then saw
workshop participants design and implement 3
distinct projects together with a TuCAN mentor.
These projects focused on climate change as it affects
Tuvaluan women, the use of grasses to stabilise
eroding coastal areas and climate change education
in local schools.

The Kiribati-Australia-Tuvalu Exchange Program
(KATEP) has been a key PCP initiative since 2013.
It combines community capacity building, climate
leadership/advocacy and climate justice training. It
also emphasises the importance of learning exchange
between our three countries. In 2019, PCP delivered
KATEP in Tuvalu, Kiribati and Australia.

Finally, Phase 3 (March 2019) required participants to
present their projects to the PCP team and explore
how the work begun could best be progressed.
Phase 3 also involved further leadership and climate
change training, culminating in the making of seven
short videos of the participants taking their climate
change-related messages to the Australian people.

A. KATEP in Tuvalu (March 2019)

Introductory KATEP training with the Ekalesia
Kelisiano Tuvalu (EKT) Protestant Church

Climate leadership training (Phase 3) with the
Tuvalu Climate Action Network (TuCAN)

In addition to the TuCAN program, the EKT invited
PCP to deliver introductory KATEP training to
members of their youth groups. The result was a
highly successful two-day workshop conducted with
15 young members of the EKT Church.

Working in partnership with TuCAN, PCP
Coordinator Corinne Fisher and Project Officer
Vincent Sicari delivered Phase 3 of a climate
leadership program for local, emerging young
leaders.

A vote of thanks by the Rev. Galahad T Kilei,
President of the EKT was given to PCP:

“Thank you for your tremendous
contributions, by sharing your
insights, your support, inspiration
and motivations that triggered the
minds and thoughts of our young
generations to be aware and to
challenge such global issues that
are affecting their future.”

PCP Coordinator Corinne Fisher receiving thanks from the
EKT Church (9 March 2019)
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Phase 3 KATEP participants in Tuvalu (March 2019)

EKT youth group / KATEP participants discussing the
concept of climate justice (March 2019)

PCP Coordinator Corinne Fisher filming Inna Iosefa’s message to
Australians (March 2019)
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B. KATEP in Kiribati
(May & August 2019)
Introductory KATEP training (May 2019)
While in Kiribati with ERC Director Phil Glendenning
in May 2019, Corinne Fisher and PCP Pacific
Outreach Officer Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang conducted
a one-day introductory KATEP training workshop
in conjunction with the Kiribati Climate Action
Network (KiriCAN). This workshop was delivered
to 25 young I-Kiribati people from different
denominations and communities.
Climate leadership training (Phase 1) with the
Kiribati Climate Action Network (August 2019)
In August 2019, Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang and KiriCAN
member and former KATEP graduate Teruabine

“… Our well water was flooded
and contaminated and since
then we cannot use it anymore.
My children were the most
affected ones and they had
diarrhoea and I was very
concerned as I know there were
a lot of babies and children
lost their lives as a result of
diarrhoea…. My family are
considering to move out from
where we live, but that is the
sad thing because we do not
want to leave our home….”

Anna Nuariki delivered Phase 1 of a climate
leadership program for local, emerging young leaders.
This program involved 10 participants who were keen
to learn not just about climate change, advocacy and
leadership but also about how they could get more
involved in grassroots action.
On Day 1, participants said that their knowledge of
climate change was limited but that they were aware
that rising sea levels, erosion and the continuous changing
weather patterns were caused by climate change.
On Day 2, participants learnt about story-telling and
presented their own story of climate change. This is
an extract from one of these presentations:
“… Our well water was flooded and contaminated and
since then we cannot use it anymore. My children
were the most affected ones and they had diarrhoea
and I was very concerned as I know there were a lot
of babies and children lost their lives as a result of
diarrhoea…. My family are considering to move out
from where we live, but that is the sad thing because
we do not want to leave our home….”
Participants then divided into small groups to discuss
and plan climate-related grassroots projects. The first
group project will focus on planting mangroves and
cleaning up South Tarawa from Bonriki to Betio. The
second group project will focus on expressing feelings
through poetry on issues that people are facing due
to climate change. They will then display these poems
at future community workshops and climate-related
events.

Kiribati KATEP participant (August 2019)

KATEP participants in action (August 2019)
Pacific Calling Partnership Annual Report 2019

5

KATEP participants in action (August 2019)

C. KATEP in Australia (June 2019)
In June 2019, the PCP funded two participants from
Kiribati (Teruabine Anna Nuariki and Rakunene
Kambati) and two from Tuvalu (Litia Homasi and
Iunipa Lusama) to attend former U.S Vice-President
Al Gore’s Climate Reality training in Brisbane. This
training is highly regarded internationally and was
a magnificent opportunity for PCP, KiriCAN and
TuCAN participants to further their understanding
of the climate crisis.
Following the completion of this training, the four
KATEP participants travelled to Sydney where they
attended several additional training workshops,
meetings and events organised by PCP. These
Pacific Calling Partnership Annual Report 2019

included visits to politicians, trade union leaders, schools
and NGOs, sharing their stories on how climate change
is affecting their lives and the urgency for Australia to
take strong and immediate climate action.
Upon completion of his KATEP experience, one
participant, Rakunene, reflected on how he now
had a starting point from which to move forward
in Kiribati, saying the program had enabled him to
“come out of his box”.
It is particularly pleasing to know that since this
KATEP program, Anna has secured a position in the
Kiribati Government (climate change area) and Nipah
was employed by the Tuvaluan Government working
on the 2019 Pacific Island Forum.
6

KATEP participants with NSW Parliamentarian James Griffin (June 2019)

The KATEP team in the NSW Parliament with Penny Sharpe, MLC
(3rd from right) and other NSW State Labor politicians (June 2019)

Rakunene at the Climate Reality Project in Brisbane (June 2019)

with Senator Arthur Sinodinos (June 2019)
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Building broader Pacific Island
links and amplifying the Pacific
Voice
PCP visit to Kiribati (May 2019)
In May 2019, ERC Director Phil Glendenning, PCP
Coordinator Corinne Fisher and PCP Pacific Outreach
Officer Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang, along with Zhi Yan
from Caritas Australia, travelled to Kiribati for a oneweek visit with 3 main goals:
•
•
•

Meeting with key Kiribati government officials
Meeting with key community members; and
Delivering an introductory KATEP workshop in
partnership with KiriCAN (as described above).

During this trip, PCP was privileged to meet with
key NGOs based in Tarawa, as well as the Australian
High Commissioner Bruce Cowled and then Catholic
Bishop Paul Mea.
The PCP team also had the opportunity to plant
mangroves as part of an adaptation program
organised by KiriCAN. The PCP team is always
honoured to listen and learn from real human impact
stories of climate change, as well as continuing to
retain the relationship PCP has developed with
church and community leaders. PCP’s strategic
planning depends heavily on the learning received on
these visits.
PCP at the Pacific Island Forum (August 2019)
In partnership with Simon Bradshaw from Oxfam
Australia, ERC Director Phil Glendenning attended

the Pacific Island Forum (PiF) held in Tuvalu
in August 2019. PCP also supported a KiriCAN
representative, Clare Anterea, to attend this event.
During the PIF, Simon and Phil liaised closely with
Maina Talia (TuCAN) and other civil society Pacific
Island representatives, working with the PCP team
in Sydney to maximise media coverage of this event
within Australia and internationally. Clare’s presence
ensured that the voice of Kiribati civil society was
clearly heard.
UN Climate Change Conference (COP 25), Madrid,
November 2019
Along with Oxfam Australia, Caritas Australia and
the Pacific Islands Climate Action Network (PICAN),
PCP sponsored Teruabine Anna Nuariki (KiriCAN)
and Maina Talia (TuCAN) to attend COP 25 in Madrid.
Anna and Maina are both KATEP graduates and
eminently qualified to tell the stories of Pacific people
fighting for the future of their low-lying island nations.
In Madrid, Anna and Maina had the opportunity to
address international audiences at side events.

“…communities are seriously
affected, physically, mentally
and spiritually as they are
becoming foreign people in
their own land. It is taking
their human rights by
uprooting them from their
homes and causing land
dispute.”
Teruabine Anna Nuariki at COP 25, Madrid
(November 20019)

L to r: Pelenise Alofa, KATEP participant, Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang, Zhi Yan (May 2019)
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This is an extract from Anna’s report after COP 25:
“It has been a great challenge hearing different views,
sharing my Kiribati story and taking part in some
meetings and protest actions going on within the
conference room. There arises mixed feelings for
us Pacific islanders where we are also able to share
our tears, pain and disappointment. However, this
really empowers us to gather and discuss how to
move forward. It has been a blessing to have very
strong young people who will push this to the PIF in
Vanuatu in 2020…. We are even planning for the next
COP and are trying to work with TuCAN in doing a
side event.”
Maina Talia, who is currently working towards a
PhD, organised a side event for TuCAN entitled
“Not without my neighbour”. This significant and
widely reported event included speakers Mr Enele
Sopoaga (former PM of Tuvalu), His Excellency Anote
Tong (former President of Kiribati) and Rev. James
Bhagwan (General Secretary Pacific Conference of
Churches).

spoke of his visit to Australia where he alluded to the
bushfires that were beginning to rage at the time,
reminding Australians that “What goes around comes
around” and the need for us to face the common
threat of climate change.
Maina appeared on several panels on climate action
and forced migration, exploring the issues from a
religious perspective.
Maina said: “I am now planning to organise a followup to the 2018 Climate Displacement Conference
we had in Tuvalu to continue to open up that
conversation.”

In his presentation, Rev Bhagwan pointed out that
every piece of coal that is dug up represents a nail in
the coffin of Pacific Islands.

‘Taking part in the KATEP
program in 2014 was very
important training to help
prepare me for the roles I
have played since in climate
campaigning’

At the TuCAN event, His Excellency Anote Tong also

Maina Talia at COP 25, Madrid (November 20019)

Phil Glendenning (3rd from left), Clare Anterea (4th from left), Simon Bradshaw (3rd from right) and Maina Talia (1st from
right) with other Pacific civil society representatives at the 2019 Pacific Islands Forum in Tuvalu
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Community Outreach in Australia

Support for school student-led Climate Strikes

The Inter-Congregational Voice on Climate Change

On 20 September 2019, the ERC closed its office in
Sydney and, led by the PCP team, encouraged its
staff and volunteers to attend the Climate Strike in
Sydney. Then, on 3 November, members of the PCP
team also supported the students’ rally outside the
Sydney Liberal Party headquarters, much of which
was focused on concern for bushfire victims.

The Inter-Congregational Voice on Climate Change
group is separate to, and independent from, the PCP,
but is supported by the PCP through a secretariat
role. The group has recently expanded to 22
congregations, including interstate representatives
who come to monthly meetings when in Sydney. The
group is now in its 5th year and has its own website:
http://pacificclimatewatch.com.au and facebook page.
This year, part of PCP’s secretariat work included
supporting the group to send a delegation to
Canberra. As part of this work, PCP contacted 68
federal politicans, organised a training day to help
the delegation prepare for their meetings and devised
parliamentary briefs, questions and possible areas for
discussion. The ten delegates (including PCP Project
Officer Vincent Sicari) were divided into three teams
to visit the 23 politicians who had made themselves
available for face-to-face meetings.
The Inter-Congregational Voice also wrote to
His Holiness Pope Francis thanking him for his
leadership in moving the church to listen to the poor
and respond to them in friendship, which translates
to our relationship with the peoples of the Pacific. His
constant message of a just peace through Laudato
Si’ and annual peace messages, in particular most
recently for the 53rd World Day of Peace (Peace
as a Journey of Hope: Dialogue, Reconciliation and
Ecological Conversion) speak powerfully.

Carols Against Coal
Carols Against Coal is an initiative of Australian
Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC), of
which ERC/PCP is a member. This initiative occurs at
Christmas time when instead of singing Christmas
carols, the lyrics of the carols focus on climate
change. In December, PCP Project Officer Monique
Gooch sang along on behalf of the PCP with other
ARRCC members.
Workshops and Presentations
In 2019 PCP conducted a total of 21 workshops for
schools, church groups, universities and communities.
For example, in October, PCP was invited to speak at
the Climate in the Pub event and also ran a workshop
at the St Scholastica Staff Development Day. In
addition, PCP Pacific Project Officer Maria Tiimon
Chi-Fang ran workshops with two Uniting Church
groups. As always, PCP extended assistance during
the year to a number of international and local
researchers.

The Intercongregational
Voice delegation
to Parliament
House, Canberra,
along with PCP
Project Officer
Vincent Sicari
(second from left)
(September 2019)
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Climate Justice Breakfast
In October 2019, Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang and former
Tuvalu PM Hon. Enele Sopoaga spoke at a Climate
Justice Breakfast organised by Climate Action
Network Australia (CANA) and the Australian
Council for International Development (ACFID). The
aim of this event was to put climate justice more
clearly on the agenda of the Australian climate and
development movement.
New Volunteers
In 2019, PCP enlisted two new volunteers: Monique
Gooch (two days/week) and Johanna Larkin (one day/
week). Both have excellent skills and experience and
are making very valuable contributions to the work
of the PCP.
NGO Partnerships
In 2019 the PCP worked closely with the following
organisations and are deeply grateful for their
support and collaboration: Oxfam Australia, Caritas
Australia, the Climate Council, The Climate Reality
Project, TuCAN, KiriCAN, PICAN, ARRCC and CANA.
Information sheets
In 2019 PCP volunteers Lauren Macrae and Rahad
Islam developed four new information sheets titled
Heritage of Pacific Islands, Climate Change, Climate
Induced Sea Level Rise and Sorting Fact from Fiction:
The habitability of Tuvalu and other low lying islands.
All are now available on our website.
The Coconut Palm Space
Due to our Pacific Outreach officer taking long service
leave during the year, the Coconut Palm Space has
been in recess this year.

Key Media Moments
In January, Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang gave a talk on
ABC Pacific Voice.
In August the PCP team worked with former
President of Kiribati, His Excellency Anote Tong, and
helped organise a range of media opportunities (ABC
Radio, SMH and The Guardian) when he provided
follow-up commentary on the Pacific Islands Forum
in Tuvalu.
In September, PCP Coordinator Corinne Fisher had 2
letters published:

•
•

September: Sun Herald, Climate crisis taking a toll
on the Pacific
September: North Shore Times No way to treat
our neighbours

There were a number of Media Releases throughout
the year, including:

•
•
•
•

January: Will Prime Minister Morrison listen to
our Pacific Island Neighbours on climate change?
April: Labor Climate Announcement welcome but
falls short of Pacific Island Expectations
August: No amount of money can buy Pacific’s
survival in the face of growing climate crisis
August: Australia favours self-interest and coal
over Pacific Nations’ survival

OXFAM Publication, Background Briefing for the
50th Pacific Island Forum
This publication included testaments from former
Kiribati and Tuvalu KATEP participants in the
section entitled No way to treat our neighbours.

PCP Newsletters
In 2019 PCP emailed out a total of 10 newsletters
to 587 supporters. Our newsletters are accessible
through our website.
PCP Facebook
The PCP Facebook page had 1800 followers as at
December 2019. This number is steadily growing.
PCP Twitter
The PCP Twitter page had 280 followers as at
December 2019. This number is steadily growing.
Kiribati students strike for the climate - September 2019
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Thank you to all our
supporters
PCP is extremely grateful for the support and
assistance we receive both in terms of volunteer
hours, as well as funding for our programs
throughout the year. We can only do this work
because of the generous support we receive.
We also wish to extend a special thank you to our
patrons for their ongoing support:

•
•
•

His Eminence Cardinal John Ribat (MSC)
Dr Richard A O’Brien; and
Hon. Dr Meredith Burgmann

