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A delegation from the Pacific Calling Partnership (PCP) attended the international 

climate conference COP21 in Paris in December 2015.  The delegation consisted of Maina 

Talia and Pulafagu Toafa from Tuvalu, Tinaai Teaua and Rae Bainteiti from Kiribati, Maria 

Tiimon Chi-Fang formerly from Kiribati – now from Australia, and Phil Glendenning and Jill 

Finnane from Australia. The delegation’s main role was to find opportunities for the five 

Pacific islanders to speak out and be heard by the international community while at the same 

time developing their experience and expertise as international climate justice ambassadors. It 

also aimed to cooperate with Kiribati and Tuvalu government delegations and help raise the 

profile of the Coalition of Atoll Nations (CANCC).  

Acknowledgements: 

The Pacific Calling Partnership’s presence at COP 21was made possible by generous 

donations from organisations and individuals. PCP was able to achieve its goals at the 

conference by cooperating with the Tuvalu government and Tuvalu Climate Action Network 

(TuCAN), the Kiribati government and Kiribati Climate Action Network (KiriCAN), 

OXFAM and Climate Action Network Australia (CANA).  

 

Achieving the aims of the delegation proved easier than we expected. Even before we 

arrived in Paris we had been asked to take part in several key Side Events, a television show, 

a film and had received offers from two big organisations to help with getting us access to the 

media. Every day, emails arrived asking for people to be available for media interviews, 

another Side Event or to meet with us for further planning. Within the first few days the 

island delegates had already worked with French, US, Germany, Chinese, UK & Canadian 

Media. There were regular requests too from members of the Coalition of Atoll Nations to 

attend and support events, media conferences and other initiatives they were putting on. In 

addition, Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang was invited to do a speaking tour of Germany following the 

COP in order to raise awareness about the effects of climate change on low-lying islands and 

to update people on the outcomes of the Paris COP. 

 

Some examples of PCP delegation members speaking out: 
Climate Matters: Kiribati-Tuvalu Miami-Beach, 10December 

 

This show (now online) features 

Maria, Maina, Tinaai & Dr Robert 

Kay, a scientist specialising in 

Climate Change in Coastal 

Regions.  In the middle of the 

discussion they sing a heart-

opening song and strike a heroic 

and defiant note, saying that they 

will not abandon their lands. 

http://climatematters.tv/kiribati-

tuvalu-miami-beach/ 
Photo: Planning meeting with the show’s presenter, Stuart Scott. 

 

Edmund Rice Centre Media Release, 1Dec 

Australia fails on real increase in support for most climate-vulnerable 

neighbours.  
The AUD$1billion that Prime Minister Turnbull announced Australia will contribute over the 

http://climatematters.tv/kiribati-tuvalu-miami-beach/
http://climatematters.tv/kiribati-tuvalu-miami-beach/


next five years is not a new commitment and is not new money but will be drawn from the 

Government’s existing aid budget towards building climate resilience and reducing 

emissions. 

"In his Paris speech Prime Minister Turnbull has highlighted the increasing vulnerability of 

some of our nearest neighbours, however his aid announcement means that Australia's 

response to their situation is to continue previous contributions, and not increase support in 

real terms," Edmund Rice Centre Director, Phil Glendenning, said today from the COP21 UN 

Climate Summit in Paris. 

"Whilst Australia's decision to ratify the 2012-2020 Phase II of the Kyoto Protocol is 

welcome and a positive initiative, it is still disappointing that Australia’s recognition of the 

increased vulnerability of our neighbours like Kiribati and Tuvalu should be addressed with 

funds drawn from Australia’s existing and diminishing aid budget," Mr Glendenning said. 

Link: http://www.erc.org.au/?&MMN_position=1:1 

 

French TV article based on interviewing PCP Kiribati delegates 

Representatives of Kiribati come to COP21 to plead their case  

Cécile Baquey, Published 11/30/2015 (French TV): (Google Translation) 

In the Republic of Kiribati, neighboring Polynesia 100 000 inhabitants have the impression 

that the climate change leads to disaster. They claim to COP21 in Paris that the increase in 

average global temperature to 1.5 ° is contained by the end of the century.   

Kiribati, this vast archipelago such as India, but filled with ocean is close to French 

Polynesia. This independent republic since 1979 consists of 33 islands, 23 of which are 

inhabited. These are mainly atolls whose height does not exceed two meters. The main island, 

Tarawa home to half the population of 

Kiribati is 45 kilometers long and 3,000 

meters wide at most. This island is eroded 

by the sea. In some places it only 10 

meters wide. In this island, in some 

places, the population density is 

equivalent to that of Hong Kong or 

Singapore.  Rae Bainteiti, Tinaai Teaua 

Tiimon and Maria are from Kiribati. They 

came to the COP21 to say how their 

islands are threatened by climate change. 

La1ère met them and gives them a voice. 
    Photo: Tinaai being interviewed by media 

"This is the first time I come to a climate conference, said Rae Bainteiti. I come here to say 

that we must absolutely contain the rise in temperature to 1.5 degrees by the end of the 

century if we continue to live our atolls. At home, the salt water seeping into our soil. It is 

becoming increasingly difficult to farm. Last February, during the high tide, huge waves 

invaded Tarawa. For three days, my house is 150 meters from the beach was flooded, as was 

the hospital."    

"My grandmother owns a car and all the family to enjoy, says Rae Baiteiti. This is a car with 

a roommate because we are four brothers and two sisters! My parents work in Fiji, says the 

young man. Before the end of the Second World War, they lived in Banaba, an island of 

Kiribati that Britain is suitable for producing phosphate. All the inhabitants were sent to Fiji 

on Rabi Island after the war. This is where I grew up, but when I arrived in Kiribati at the age 

of 15 years, the land of my ancestors, I was happy. That is why I want to fight for our future 

in Kiribati.  Read more: " http://www.la1ere.fr/2015/11/30/des-representants-des-iles-kiribati-viennent-

plaider-leur-cause-la-cop21-310493.html   

http://www.erc.org.au/?&MMN_position=1:1
http://www.la1ere.fr/2015/11/30/des-representants-des-iles-kiribati-viennent-plaider-leur-cause-la-cop21-310493.html
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A quick on-line interview with Tinaai Teaua 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tYfoNFBRZqs  
 
http://www.scmp.com/magazines/post-magazine/article/1880135/ready-bail-kiribati-struggles-keep-its-

population-afloat 

 

Participation in UNHCR Side 

Events  

Rae Bainteiti was asked by the 

UNHCR to present on a panel 

explaining climate change 

displacement from a Pacific 

perspective. His presentation 

explored the many difficulties I-

Kiribati will face if they need to leave 

their homes. 
Photo: Rae making his presentation 

 

Movement of People’s Side event 

Tinaai Teaua & Rae Bainteiti spoke at a Nansen Initiative event at the invitation of the 

UNHCR (the Nansen Iniative is a joint project of the UNHCR and the Norwegian and Swiss 

Governments to address the needs of people displaced by natural disasters and climate 

change). 

 

Acting for Life meeting and Side event 

Tinaai Teaua, accompanied by Jill Finnane was a youth representative at an international 

NGO meeting convened by French NGO, Acting for Life. The following day at the Acting 

For Life Side Event she was the only female, young person and Pacific Island speaker among 

a group of significant international representatives:  
- Philippe Douste-Blazy, Secrétaire Général Adjoint UN ; President of UNITAID 

- Pierre Encontre, Chief Economist SIDS CNUCED, Geneva 

- Cipriano MARIN, UNESCO representative ,Canaries Islands, Spain 

- Counsellor N.P. Kouback, Embassy of Vanuatu to UE and UN 

- Minister Armoogum Parsuramen, Rodrigues, Rep. of Mauricia 

- Prof Fred Celimene, CEREGMIA, Martinique 

- Prof Harry Cocossis, Eagean Sea, Grèce 

- Samouth Neb, Director of Tourism, MINTUR, Cambodia 

- Mohamed Wais, Director of Tourism, Djibouti  

- Yves Marre, Watever Foundation, Bangladesh 

- François Vellas, Director of Tourism department Acting for Life 

Tinaai stole the audiences hearts and minds as she dynamically described some of the effects 

of climate change in Kiribati. She explained the fears that young people have for their future 

because of climate change. She also spoke about important solutions that need support, like 

planting mangroves, building strong well-constructed sea walls and appropriate education for 

young people so that they can migrate with dignity 

 

Tuvalu Side Event 'It's about our very survival' 

Phil Glendenning was invited to introduce the heads-of-state of Tuvalu & Kiribati at the COP 

'Side-Event' convened by Tuvalu Climate Action Network and an international lobby-group 

for Indigenous peoples, Tribal Link Foundation. The event was organised by Maina Talia. 

Key speakers were Prime Minister Sopoaga of Tuvalu, and President Anote Tong of Kiribati. 

The leaders of two Small Island Developing States discussed the plight and survival of  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tYfoNFBRZqs
http://www.scmp.com/magazines/post-magazine/article/1880135/ready-bail-kiribati-struggles-keep-its-population-afloat
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indigenous peoples in regards to climate change. They spoke of the struggle and the pain that 

Kiribati and Tuvalu are currently going through, and the worse scenario if no serious action is 

taken in Paris. They raised the question of how to maintain their rights within a foreign 

country, as climate refugees.  

Discussion highlighted strategies that local communities and governments in the Pacific are  

taking to adapt to climate change, build resiliency and ensure cultural survival. 

 

 

Loss and damage: who should pay? 

To a large packed hall, Maina Talia took the stage with Julie-Anne Richards from Climate 

Justice Programme and Lili Fuhr from Heinrich Boell Foundation. 

This Side Event focused on the fact that the poor and vulnerable are paying for loss and 

damage with their homes, their land and their lives. Meanwhile the fossil fuel industry make 

trillions in profits. It explored a concrete proposal to address this injustice and the theme of 

polluter pays.  Maina spoke movingly about the quantifiable loss and damage that Tuvalu 

faces including loss of land, changed and more remote fishing and longer droughts combined 

with rising sea level making the water lens become brackish means that access to water is 

solely reliant on rain water tanks. He spoke of the 

unquantifiable when he spoke about how 

the Tuvaluan word fauna means land and also means 

placenta. Tuvaluan have a traditions that when a 

baby is born a hole is dug, the placenta buried and a 

coconut tree planted. It symbolises for them how 

they are rooted to the land. The large audience was 

moved by the depth of feeling and culture behind 

this story. He also spoke about how they face 

questions of retaining sovereignty, culture and 

language. 

The Climate Justice Programme is proposing that 

there be a fossil fuel extraction levy paid into the 

Loss and damage Mechanism starting with $2 per 

tonne of CO2 and increase the levy each year. 
       Photo: Maina and Tinaai at another Side Event 

Film 

Rae Bainteiti from Kiribati starred in a US produced short film re climate change being shot 

in Paris during the COP. It will eventually be broadcast worldwide.   

 

Radio 
Maina and Jill, comment on the final Paris Accord on Radio National's PM news and current 

affairs show: http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2015/s4371853.htm 

 

Examples of Pacific Governments Leaders speaking out:  

New Pacific Island Initiative: "Pacific Rising" 
On December 9 the Coalition of Atoll 

Nations on Climate Change announced 

the creation of "Pacific Rising": A 

Marshall Plan for Surviving Climate 

Change  
Leaders (pictured) from the Republic of 

Kiribati, Republic of Maldives, 

http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2015/s4371853.htm


Republic of Marshall Islands, Tokelau and Tuvalu announced their visionary plan at an event 

co-hosted with the Prince Albert II Foundation, Conservation International and the Mary 

Robinson Foundation. Pacific Rising” is an initiative intended to secure the survival of the 

people living on these low-lying islands. It aims to be much like the Marshall Plan that 

helped Europe recover from the devastation of World War II.  It differs from the Marshall 

Plan, in that the leaders of the CANCC are designing adaptation strategies to stop a refugee 

crisis and save the lives and culture of their people before the full weight of the disaster 

strikes. 

The leaders of Kiribati, Maldives, Marshall Islands, Tokelau and Tuvalu taking charge: they 

are acting now, for their very survival to design adaptation by developing technology, 

fostering enterprise and by Preserving culture. 

Video: Sea Level Rise in the Pacific  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nA3FmrIJTTo.   

 

Launch of Movie 'We are the Frontline' 
This excellent film was launched on Sunday 6th December by the Coalition of Atoll Nations 

on Climate Change (CANCC) at an event attended by PCP delegation. The CANCC nations 

believe that being climate vulnerable islands on the frontline comes with a responsibility to 

share their story, not only for their people but also for the millions of others next to be on the 

frontline.  Link:   https://youtu.be/GKSPSJDRTKM  

 

The COP agreement  
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/l09r01.pdf 
 

Pacific Government representatives  comment on the agreement: 
Fiji PM Bainimarama “While this agreement was probably the best we could negotiate 

among so many countries, we must remain very clear-headed about the fact that our work is 

just beginning. An agreement is only as good as its implementation, and it will be up to us to 

make sure that all nations live up to this agreement”.   

When President Tong of Kiribati, 

was asked if the Paris accord would be 

enough he told the BBC: “No, I don’t 

think so. Even with 1.5 degrees, we 

would still have a problem.” The next 

test, he said, was to see “how 

committed” wealthy countries were to 

providing the promised U$100bn for 

the fund to assist vulnerable nations 

suffering loss and damage from climate 

change. 

 

Photo: President Tong had the attention of the media  

 

Tony de Brum, Foreign Minister of the Marshall Islands, during the negotiations, 

repeated the mantra “1.5 to stay alive”. However, while aware the deal was not a panacea, he 

said it offered hope. “We have made history,” he said as the accord was agreed. “With this 

agreement, I can go back home to my people and say we now have a pathway to survival. 

“Climate change won’t stop overnight, and my country is not out of the firing line just yet, 

but today we all feel a little safer.” 
http://www.pina.com.fj/index.php?p=pacnews&m=read&o=967176625566f7d19d4a7367394c3b 
Prime Minister of Tuvalu, Enele Sapoaga said he was pleased with the outcome of COP21. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nA3FmrIJTTo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nA3FmrIJTTo
https://youtu.be/GKSPSJDRTKM
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/l09r01.pdf
http://www.pina.com.fj/index.php?p=pacnews&m=read&o=967176625566f7d19d4a7367394c3b


“We need to work together because without this, there wouldn’t have been a legal agreement 

and we need to be realistic.” “COP21 has set the way for real action to address the effects of 

climate change. I am happy that we worked together with our Pacific sisters. All the 

governments and all ministers who were there worked together,  and for that I am very happy 

for all their contributions. “I think we maintained the momentum and this is something that 

we are to be grateful for through our own collective work. 
http://www.pina.com.fj/index.php?p=pacnews&m=read&o=684395767566f7c24d2d37af0efd5f 
 

Extracts from Reflections by 

Phil Glendenning 
‘This experience of watching the 

leaders and representatives of Kiribati 

and Tuvalu fight for their values, their 

homelands and their place in this world 

reveals yet again that true compassion 

should not come from a position of pity 

or power, but from a solidarity that 

acknowledges that compassion is our 

greatest civilising strength. 
  Photo: Prime Minister Sapoaga, Tuvalu, President Anote Tong, Kiribati and Phil, 

 

Yet, whilst the poor of this world might have the numbers the reality in these forums is that 

they just don't have the clout on their own. And that's the key to this, they cannot be left 

alone, nor can we leave them alone. We have to engage in the struggle for human beings to 

live as human beings on this planet, together. In our very small way this is what we are 

seeking to do here. 

 

The need for compensation for loss and damage will not buy their silence of the front-line 

most vulnerable states on the urgent issue at hand, the need for their countries and people to 

survive. There is a sense that this idea is being pushed meaning so that if they accept 

resources for loss and damage already suffered, that would diminish the importance of 

reducing emissions internationally that would protect the future. It is clear from President 

Tong and PM Sopoaga they will have no truck with any outcome that trades away their future 

existence as nation states. This is the stuff of real courage, made all the remarkable when you 

consider that Tuvalu has the same population as Lithgow, and Kiribati has 8,000 people 

less than Toowoomba. 

 

Malcolm Turnbull's presentation was decidedly underwhelming. The Kyoto 2 commitment is 

a welcome gesture, appreciated. However with no realistic commitments, it is a gesture 

without grunt. He said that climate change is threatening our neighbours increasingly but 

has offered no new money for the new challenge, only to continue what had been pledged 5 

years ago ($200m a year). This is false optimism without the substance to give it meaning 

 

The truly inspirational thing here so far has been to watch the leaders and representatives of 

Kiribati and Tuvalu defend and fight for their very survival. Whether they have just emerged 

form a meeting with Barack Obama, addressing the world's press, or helping a few of us - a 

long way from Homebush -  get over the line in terms of understanding what they need, they 

never lose their heart, enthusiasm and humour,  Amazing people and such a loss to the planet 

if the communities and cultures that produced them is lost to the world.’ 4 Dec 2015 
 

http://www.pina.com.fj/index.php?p=pacnews&m=read&o=684395767566f7c24d2d37af0efd5f


Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang’s reflection on her speaking tour of Germany 13 - 

19Dec  
Monday 14

th
 December:  I travelled from 

Hamburg to Bremen by train where I met 

four members of the Pazifik-Netwerk. All 

of them had been to the Pacific and one 

who had actually been to Kiribati did her 

research on migration with dignity. I 

shared with them on the outcome of 

COP21 and the perspective of the Pacific 

Islands on the outcome.   

Tuesday 15
th

 Around 7am I got the train 

back to Hamburg. At 10am I ran a workshop on the impacts of climate change in Kiribati and 

the outcome of Paris to the students of the University of Hamburg.  That evening at 6pm I 

met with the Regional group of the Pazifik-Netzwerk and discussed the impacts of climate 

change and again the outcome of COP21 from the viewpoint of Pacific Islands. In this 

discussion I found out that a lot of Germans were very skeptical about the outcome of Paris. 

Germany is a developed country that has more positive policies towards climate change and a 

lot of actions on the ground to combat climate change. 

Wednesday 16
th

 11am Interviewed with Greenpeace media followed by a discussion with 

Greenpeace Germany on the outcome of Paris. After this I travelled to Munster and presented 

at the University of Munster on the impacts of sea level rise and climate change in Kiribati 

and the Pacific. This was the highlight of my trip. The room was packed and more than 30 

students were so keen to learn about Kiribati and the Pacific. Not only that, but after the 

workshop, they told me that they are now thinking about forming a German youth climate 

movement.  

Thursday 17
th

: I took a trip to Berlin where I was interviewed by European News and in the 

evening I gave an update on climate change impacts on small island nations like Kiribati and 

the Pacific Islanders’ perspective on the outcome of COP21 to Berlin members of the Pazifik-

Netzwerk. 

Friday18th: I was interviewed by the National newspaper. The article was published after I 

left. I feel that the most significant achievement of my week in Germany was being able to 

help German people understand the perspective of the Pacific Islands on the Paris 

Declaration.  

Extracts from OXFAM’s report on COP 21  

After sleeping for too long, leaders opened their eyes. In a context of scepticism about 

multilateralism and increasing conflict on the international stage, the Paris agreement will be 

remembered as a rare moment where the world came together. There were 150 heads of 

government present at the start of the talks (the highest number of world leaders ever 

gathered under one roof for one topic) and more than 190 countries made pledges to cut 

emissions, covering 94% of all GHG emissions. 

There are signals that science is finally winning the battle: countries have adopted language 

calling for a 1.5 degree world - the upper limit of safety for many fragile island states and 

Least Developed Countries (LDCs). After 21 years of hard negotiations and six years after 

the Copenhagen debacle, this is a remarkable turnaround…. 

…Tectonic shift in world politics  

The countries that have made the most ambitious commitments in preparation for the climate 

talks in Paris have been those of the developing world. Despite only recently coming to the 

fore as big emitters, countries like India and China committed to an unprecedented scale in 

ambition, especially given their level of socio-economic development. If they stay the course, 



their development paths will start to look very different to that of the current rich powers. 

With the shift in ambition by India and China, the geopolitics of global leadership has started 

to move from under the feet of richer countries. During the summit, Africa signed a deal for 

$60bn over three years from China, which will be used to fund infrastructure, healthcare, 

education and resilience, as well as a debt relief package for Africa’s least developed 

countries. This overshadows climate finance sums tabled in Paris. India announced a multi-

country global Solar Alliance, while the Asian Infrastructure Development Bank recently 

opened its doors. 

In comparison, the EU’s move to revive its old alliance with African Caribbean and Pacific 

(ACP) countries, joined by traditional laggards like Australia, Canada, Japan and the US, 

looked like a last-minute tactical move between countries with fundamentally different 

interests, aimed at isolating some key emerging economies. It remains to be seen whether this 

so-called “high ambition" coalition will be true to its name, and drives ambition after Paris…. 

A mixed-bag agreement 

Despite the joint push from civil society, vulnerable countries and more progressive parts of 

the private sector, powerful governments failed to put our common interest above that of 

narrowly defined and short-term interests. While the destination has become clear, the lack of 

a pathway to stay below 1.5 degrees remains uncertain and dangerous as a result…. 

…Paris has been a landmark agreement, but it won’t be the last. The political world is waking 

up to what a transition away from fossil fuels looks like. But it has only started to understand 

the scale of the challenge to adapt to the impact of climate change on our food system, our 

humanitarian system, our economies and ultimately the livelihoods of hundreds of millions 

around the world. For the world’s poorest and most vulnerable, the struggle for climate 

justice continues. 

 

 


