
Dear Mr. Byford: 

Thank you for the work you do and for the proposals that you and your team are responsible for 
since you have led the New York City Transit Authority. I am particularly grateful for your efforts 
to increase accessibility in our city; however, the recent proposal to eliminate a large amount of 
the express bus service in the northwest Bronx seems to be at odds with those efforts, as the 
decrease in express bus service will have a very significant negative effect on many of our 
neighbors, particularly our senior citizens. 

While I chair the Aging Committee of Bronx Community Board 8, I write this letter to you as an 
individual who knows many of the people who would be hurt by these cuts. Many people have 
spoken to me about their strong opposition to eliminating express bus service for much of the 
day. This past Sunday I visited Riverdale Senior Services and the overwhelming concern my 
senior neighbors shared with me was that they would lose express bus service. They shared 
with me how they use the express bus to get to necessary doctor appointments in Manhattan, 
not to mention their trips to the theatre and other cultural institutions. 

Eliminating all Manhattan-bound express buses after rush hour would be a hardship for our 
seniors, particularly for those who do not live near a subway. Here in the northwest Bronx, we 
have far fewer public transit options than much of the city, particularly Manhattan where the 
decision to cut express bus service is being made. In the northern areas of the Bronx, the 
elimination of the express buses for most of the day means a long bus ride to a subway that 
likely does not have a working elevator. Many people would be forced to take expensive taxis or 
to drive into Manhattan, something which we all agree should not be encouraged. Moving ahead 
with the proposed service cuts singles out the people of the northwest and north Bronx, largely 
senior citizens. 

I understand that the cost to the MTA of express bus service is considerable, but there must be 
other, less impactful ways to save money. I implore you to re-examine these proposed cuts to 
my community. Our neighborhoods, especially our older population, cannot afford to lose this 
vital service and lifeline into Manhattan. Thank you. 

        Sincerely, 

         

Eric Dinowitz


