
June 21, 2021 

Dear DAC Delegates, 

The DAC CSO Reference Group is writing to seek your full support for a positive decision on a DAC 
Recommendation on Enabling Civil Society in the coming weeks.  We fully endorse such a 
Recommendation and have welcomed the thorough engagement with the DAC and the DCD in the 
development of this policy instrument over the past several years, including the CSO Reference Group’s 
consolidated feedback from nearly fifty CSOs on a recent draft of the Instrument.   

An OECD DAC Recommendation on Enabling Civil Society will encourage the application by DAC 
members of the collective body of knowledge developed by the DAC through years of analytical work 
and engagement with civil society.  Such a Recommendation is commensurate with the level of trust 
that we feel is reflected in our current engagement with the DAC, as well as the critical importance of 
these issues.   It acknowledges the widening range of conditions affecting civic space and an enabling 
environment for CSOs across a growing number of countries.  In this spirit we hope that the 
Recommendation continues to reflect 

• The importance of specific measures supporting an inclusive and independent civil society and 
fully advancing the respect, protection and promotion of open civic space, in line with 
fundamental rights of peaceful assembly, association, expression and participation; 

• The importance of structuring donor support, including its financial support (core and program-
based support), for civil society as development actors in their own right; 

• The importance of reflecting human rights relating to freedom of association, assembly and 
expression in donor partnerships with the private sector, where private sector initiatives may 
undermine community development and harm human rights defenders; 

• The importance of enabling laws and regulations, reflecting CSOs as actors that have a positive 
impact on terrorism prevention; 

• The importance of promoting and investing in the leadership of local/national civil society actors 
in partner countries or territories; and 

• The importance of all DAC members following the basic principles, values and directions in the 
Recommendation, in the context of their differing legal, institutional and policy frameworks. 

CSOs have welcomed, while also offering suggestions to strengthen, the third pillar in this draft 
Recommendation regarding incentivizing CSOs own development effectiveness.  Many CSOs and CSO 
platforms have been taking measures to address our own shortcomings, which is our responsibility as 
development actors in our own right.  We will continue to do so and be held accountable to high 
standards of practice as reflected in the Istanbul Principles for CSO Development Effectiveness. 

We look forward to a positive endorsement by DAC members for a Recommendation on Enabling Civil 
Society.  The Reference Group stands ready and eager to work with the DAC and all Members in the 
progressive implementation of its commitments, including active participation in the creation of any 
guidance that would follow the Recommendation, as well as in other follow-up and implementation.  

Approval for this Recommendation will send a powerful message about the essential importance of 
inclusive democratic development options, as we together tackle with urgency conditions of growing 
poverty and inequality, a climate emergency and a global pandemic. 

Sincerely, 
XX Endorsing Organizations 



Endorsing CSOs: 


