Rt Hon Amber Rudd MP Home Secretary
Home Office
2 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DF

Dear Home Secretary
We are writing to you as Labour MEPs regarding the plight of EU
citizens in the UK.
A number of our constituents who are EU citizens living in the UK have
expressed grave concerns about their rights to permanently remain in
the UK, some are being treated unfairly or in a threatening way by the
Home Office since the Brexit vote.
EU nationals have complained that in order to obtain permanent
residency, applicants are being presented with an 85-page form
requiring huge files of documentation, including P60s for five years,
historic utility bills and a diary of all the occasions an individual has left
the country since they settled in the UK. Some have received
letters inviting them to prepare to leave the country after failing to tick
one of the boxes on the form.
As elected representatives we need to represent and protect the rights
of EU citizens living in the UK as well as the rights of British citizens
living in Europe.
The Labour Party has joined us in calling for urgent unilateral action by
the Prime Minister to secure the rights of EU citizens living in Britain and
call on her to abandon her position of refusing to act without securing
equivalent guarantees for the 1.2 million UK citizens living elsewhere in
the EU.
EU citizens have been feeling very anxious about their future since the
referendum result and as their representatives in the European
Parliament we are calling on the government to guarantee the right of
EU citizens currently living lawfully in the UK to remain in the UK after
Brexit. We believe this is a necessary first step before article 50 is
triggered and UK’s Brexit negotiations begin.
Yours sincerely
Labour MEPs

