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Mr Oliver Kask 

Chair, The Council for Democratic Elections 
Venice Commission 
 

Dear Mr Kask 
 
We must begin by congratulating you and your team on your excellent work upholding 

democratic standards and protecting the rule of law. 
 
For some time, we have had concerns about declining democratic standards in our own 

country and we believe an intervention by the Venice Commission would be timely and 
supportive. Our concerns are fairly wide-ranging and involve the exclusion of specific groups 
of voters as well as an increasing sense that both the European elections this year and the 
EU referendum 2016 did not reach the standards we would expect from a well -established 

democracy. 
 
The specific instances of concern are: 

 

 The breach of spending rules and data-protection laws during the EU referendum in 
June 2016. 

 The exclusion of non-UK EU citizens residing in the UK from the franchise for the EU 

referendum. 

 The government’s approach to the European Elections last month, which involved 
leaving planning very late and put intolerable pressure on electoral services 
departments of local authorities. 

 The disenfranchisement of UK citizens resident in other EU countries whose postal 
votes did not arrive in time. 

 The disenfranchisement of non-UK EU citizens due to the two-step process for 
registration in the UK and including a declaration by post that citizens were not 
voting elsewhere in the EU. 

 
These individual instances where the UK has not met adequate democratic standards form 
part of a picture of a democracy under pressure and we are not convinced that our existing 

government has either the will or the capacity to address these issues.  
 
We would appeal to you to offer your legal expertise in support of our democratic standards 

and to undertake an investigation into the issues raised here.  
 
With thanks and best wishes, 

 
Molly Scott Cato MEP 
Claude Moraes MEP   
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Richard Corbett MEP 
Jackie Jones MEP 

Seb Dance MEP 
Wajid Khan MEP 
Clare Moody MEP 
Jude Kirton-Darling MEP 

Theresa Griffin MEP 
Julie Ward MEP 
Derek Vaughan MEP 

Ellie Chowns MEP  
Magid Magid MEP  
Gina Dowding MEP  

Alex Phillips MEP  
Catherine Rowett MEP 
Scott Ainslie MEP 

Jean Lambert MEP 
Keith Taylor MEP  
Jill Evans MEP 

Alyn Smith MEP 
Aileen McLeod MEP  
Catherine Bearder MEP 
Bill Newton Dunn MEP 

Barbara Gibson MEP 
Lucy Nethsingha MEP 
Irina Von Wiese MEP 

Dinesh Dhamija MEP 
Luisa Porritt MEP 
Chris Davies MEP 

Jane Brophy MEP 
Sheila Ritchie MEP 
Anthony Hook MEP 

Judith Bunting MEP 
Caroline Voaden MEP 
Martin Horwood MEP 
Phillip Bennion MEP 

Shaffaq Mohammed MEP 
 
 

 


