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Thank you for volunteering
I would like to say a big thank you for expressing an interest in volunteering with European
Movement UK.
Volunteers are essential to any campaigning organisation, and European Movement UK is no
different. They are central to everything that we do.
It’s down to people like you giving up your time that we have grown into the UK’s largest proEuropean network. It’s down to people like you that we have been able to get tens of thousands of
activists out campaigning on a regular basis over the past few years, and a get a million people
marching on the streets of London twice during our time with the People’s Vote campaign.
And it’s down to people like you that our movement will grow even stronger in the future.
Founded in 1949, our organisation has been around for over 70 years and with your help we will be
round for at least another 70 years.
Take a look at this handbook to see some of the roles we have available, and then sign up for one or
more of them at www.europeanmovement.co.uk/volunteer.
The exact tasks we need volunteers to do will change on a week by week basis, due to the nature of
British politics and other challenges that we currently face. However, there will always be something
available for anybody whether you have specialist skills to offer or whether you’re just looking to
help us with general tasks.
Once again, thank you for expressing an interest in volunteering for European Movement UK, the
UK’s largest, and oldest, pro-European network. I look forward to seeing you soon.

Hugo Mann
Director of Organisation
European Movement UK
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About European Movement UK
The European Movement is the UK’s largest, and oldest, pro-European Network.

Who we are
We are a grassroots organisation, with a community of tens of thousands of activists and over 120
branches or local groups across every nation and region of the UK.
We are an independent all-party pressure group campaigning for a close relationship with European
Union, and to ensure that European values, standards, and rights are upheld in British law postBrexit.

70 years of campaigning
The European Movement was founded 70 years ago by Winston Churchill as an international
movement that exists to promote European values of peace, prosperity, and international
cooperation.
Following the 2016 referendum, the European Movement UK campaigned in coalition with other
pro-European campaign groups as a founding member of the People's Vote campaign.

The world is changing and we are changing with it...
In a post-Brexit world with a weakened and divided opposition, we are playing the vital role of
holding the government to account, particularly in regards to Brexit. Furthermore, we are
campaigning for European progressive values in the face of the strengthening far-right.

Our Mission
Our mission is to fight for our close relationship with Europe and to ensure that European values,
standards, and rights are upheld in the UK.
In a post-Brexit world, our values are at risk, from the undermining of human rights to compromising
environmental standards. We are campaigning to maintain European values in the U.K.
To achieve this mission we are working with our tens of thousands of activists, our membership
community, and our partners in Europe through the European Movement International network.
Together we are advocating for European values, standards and rights to be maintained in the UK.
We are acting now to ensure that the future we have been fighting for over the past 70 years is
upheld. Find out more about what we do.
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Volunteering with us
Volunteering with European Movement UK
can be a hugely rewarding experience.
As the UK’s largest, and oldest, pro-European
network the work that we do is broad. It
ranges from advocacy to community building,
from holding the government to account over
Brexit to building and supporting our network
of grassroots activists around the UK, and
everything in between.

So whether you’re looking to add some
experience to your CV, or just looking for
something different to do in your spare time,
you will be contributing to the essential work
that we do across the UK.
Volunteering is also a great way to meet new
people whether it be our staff, our local
groups, other volunteers, or the people that
we work with externally.

And as a result, there is a large variety of
volunteering opportunities with us, too.

Getting started
The first step to volunteering with us is to
complete our volunteer sign up form at
www.europeanmovement.co.uk/volunteer
Some of you may have previously indicated
that you wished to volunteer with us while
our old volunteer programme was active.
However, it’s important to sign up again if you
wish to continue volunteering with us as part
of the new programme.

Most of our volunteer opportunities are
flexible, meaning that they can fit around your
schedule and you can help whenever you are
free for as much or as little as you’re able to.
In addition to our general volunteering, which
is suitable for anybody and which makes up
most of our volunteering opportunities, we do
occasionally have specialist or long-term
volunteer positions and internships available.

This is because the new form helps find out
what skills you have, and what you’re
interested in helping with, so that we can
match you to volunteering opportunities
more effectively.

For these roles we may have specific
requirements regarding availability and
duration of volunteering. We may also ask
that you submit a CV or portfolio for
consideration.

Once you have completed the form we will be
in contact with you to tell you what projects
are currently running that you might be able
to help with.

When such a role is available, details will also
be made available on our website and
through other channels.

We may also ask more about the sort of
projects that you are looking to get involved
with, for anything that comes up in the future.
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Volunteer roles
There are lots of ways that you can contribute to the work that we do, regardless of your interests
and availability. Some of these are listed below.
Please note that, due to the Coronavirus outbreak, all roles will be home based until further notice.
Once the situation is resolved, those which may be able to work from our office are noted below.

Office / Admin Assistant

Fundraising Assistant

This role doesn’t require any previous
experience, just a passion for the work of
European Movement UK, a pro-active
attitude, and basic computer skills.

Do you have fundraising experience, either in
the charity sector or in industry?

The main purpose of this role is to help our
team with the smooth operation of both the
organisation and its campaigns. Tasks will vary
each week, but can include:
•
•
•
•
•

Basic research tasks
Preparing and shipping shop orders
and local group supplies
Processing membership packs for our
new members
Admin tasks such as database entry
Helping us to prepare for events

Location:
Hours:

Our office in Central London
Various

Perhaps you have experience in liaising with
major donors, crowdfunding, or running
fundraising events?
If so, then why not volunteer with European
Movement UK as a Fundraising Assistant.
The main purpose of this role is to help ensure
that European Movement UK has the means
to be as effective as possible in its campaign,
community outreach and advocacy work.
Tasks could include:
•
•
•
•
•

Helping us prepare grant applications
Liaising with major donors
Working at fundraising events
Identifying new fundraising sources
Helping us with crowdfunding

Skills required:
•
•
•

Previous fundraising experience
Professional work ethic
Willingness to learn

Location:
Hours:

NB: There may be opportunities to help us
with administrative tasks if you do not live in
London, or if you are unable to travel to the
office. Please contact us for details.

Home / Central London office
Various

If you express an interest in this role we will
be in contact after your application to discuss
your fundraising experience and to talk more
about current opportunities.
We may also ask for a copy of your CV.
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Events Assistant

Graphic Designer

European Movement UK regularly holds
campaign, advocacy, fundraising, member,
and social events. We are looking for people
that can help make them a success.

Do you have experience creating professional
and engaging graphics for digital or print
media? If so, then we have regular volunteer
opportunities for a graphic designer.

The main purpose of this role is to work with
our Operations and Events Manager to deliver
professional events that engage our members
and raise the profile of our organisation.

The main purpose of this role is to help our
digital, comms, and campaigns teams by
designing graphics, leaflets, magazines,
merchandise items, and strategic documents.

Tasks could include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Helping to set up for the event
Greeting and registering attendees
Answering questions from the public
Liaising with speakers and other VIPs
Handing out materials
General tasks

No previous experience is required, however
we welcome applications from people with
professional experience as specialist roles are
sometimes available.

Skills required:
•
•
•
•

Proven organisational skills
Experience of graphic design
Knowledge of Adobe Suite or
equivalent
Willingness to learn

Location:
Hours:

Many of our events are held in London, but
we do also hold events in other locations
around the country whenever we can.
Location:
Hours:

London and nationwide
Various

Home / Central London office
Various

For this role you can either volunteer for one
day per week, or can be contacted when
design work is available. Please indicate your
preference when signing up.
You will also be asked to submit a CV or
portfolio following your application.

Please note that all events are currently on
hold due to the Coronavirus outbreak.
However, we have numerous events
planned for the next 12 months, and our
events programme will restart as soon as
Public Health England and other health
authorities advise us that it is safe to do so.
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Video Editor / Producer

Policy / Research Assistant

Do you have experience creating professional
and engaging videos for social media or
events? If so, then this is the role for you.

If you have an interest or previous experience
working in politics, policy, or advocacy, then
this is a role for you.

The main purpose of this role is to help our
digital and events teams by crearing videos
that they need for ongoing projects.

The main purpose of this role is to help our
digital and communications teams with our
ongoing campaign work, and to increase
European Movement UK’s research and policy
writing output.
Tasks could include:
•
•

•
•
Tasks will vary, but could include:
•
•
•

Filming content, such as interviews or
campaign events
Creating videos for social media, or
VTs for events
Clipping news or speeches

Researching specific topics
Writing reports, either for public
release or to help with our campaign
strategy
Helping to shape our policy and
strategy
Monitoring government
announcements and media outlets to
ensure that European Movement UK
can react to any developments or
changes of policy

Location:
Hours:

Home / Central London office
Various

Skills required:
•
•
•
•

Proven organisational skills
Experience in videography, video
editing, and video production
Knowledge of Adobe Premiere,
FinalCut Pro, or similar
Willingness to learn

Location:
Hours:

Home / Central London office
Various

You may also be asked to submit a CV or
portfolio following your application.
We are currently contacting video editors
whenever work is available. Longer term
volunteering may be available in the future.

Coder / Programmer
If you are an experienced programmer or
coder, either for websites or software, then
you could help us with programming tasks.
We are especially looking for people who
have experience working with NationBuilder,
but anybody with coding experience via any
platform or programming language is
welcome to apply.
Location:
Hours:

Home / Central London office
Various

We may also ask to see a portfolio of your
work, depending on your experience.
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Press / Media Assistant

Digital / Social Media Assistant

If you have press or media experience, then
we have ongoing volunteering opportunities
as a Press / Media assistant.

European Movement has a strong social
media presence and distinctive brand, with a
following of 100,000 across various channels.

Perhaps you are a journalism student or used
to work for a news organisation. Or perhaps
you just have a lot of contacts in the press
industry through a previous job.

We occasionally need extra pairs of hands to
help maximise engagement with our followers
and to further strengthen our network.

The main purpose of this role is to assist our
Communications Team to engage the press
and raise the profile of European Movement.

Tasks could include:
•
•
•
•

Helping in the design and execution of
digital or social media campaigns
Identifying opportunities for growth
Writing content for social media
Assisting with social media at
European Movement events

Skills required:
•
•
Tasks will vary, but could include:
•
•
•
•
•

Writing articles or press releases
Getting stories about our work, and
our events, in local or national press
Increasing our list of press contacts
Identifying press opportunities
Liaising with the press and media at
European Movement events

Skills required:
•
•

Experience working with the press
Proven organisational skills

Location:
Hours:

Home / Central London office
Various

Proven communications or social
media experience
Experience in writing engaging
content for social media

Location:
Hours:

Home / Central London office
Various

Photographer / Videographer
If you have photography or videography
experience then our communications and
events teams regularly need help.
Tasks could include:
•
•
•

Taking photos / videos of events
Filming interviews with key people
Taking photos / videos of campaign
activity

Phone Canvasser

…and much more.

We occasionally run canvassing sessions from
our London office, where volunteers call a list
of people such as supporters or MPs and ask
them to take a specific action.

General Volunteer

We’ll provide a full script and a list of people
to call – all you need is a friendly and
confident phone manner.

Sometimes tasks don’t fit into a category. If
you’re happy to help us out in any way then
sign up as a general volunteer and we’ll be in
contact when opportunities arise.
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Young Volunteer Team
European Movement UK is committed to
encouraging young people to get involved,
both with the pro-European movement and
with volunteering more widely.

You can join the team by selecting the option
on the main Volunteer sign-up page.
This team is open to people aged 16-25 (*)
who would like to volunteer with us.

To help us with this we have created a young
person’s volunteer programme, called the
Young Volunteer Team.
This team will do the following:
•
•

•

Encourage young people to volunteer
Provide additional opportunities for
young people to participate in our
movement at every level
Identify volunteer opportunities with
us that will give young people new
skills and experience.

Read the separate team guide for more info
about the Young Volunteer Team.

(*) You must be 16 years old or above to
volunteer with us, except for at events. See
the FAQ pages for details.

Local Group Volunteers
Our branches, and local affiliated groups, are
the core of everything that we do.

They have been working tirelessly, both
leading up to the 2016 referendum and in the
years since, fighting for our values.
They were also central to the People’s Vote
Campaign receiving as much visibility as it did
in communities across the country. And they
were one of the reasons that attendance at
the People’s Vote marches reached 1 million
people on not one but two occasions.
You can find details of your local group at:
www.europeanmovement.co.uk/our_branch
_network

We have over 120 local groups all over the
UK, from Canterbury to Cardiff and from
Devon to Dundee.

If there isn’t a group in your area, why not
start one? Get in contact with us for
information.
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Accessibility and Diversity
European Movement UK is committed to
maximising accessibility and diversity at our
events, in our campaigns, in our volunteering
opportunities, and in our whole movement.
Our staff were responsible for the accessibility
and diversity guides for all of the People’s
Vote marches. These were widely regarded as
being extensive and as providing an excellent
level of information regarding accessibility at
the events.

We recently launched an accessibility
consultation, from which we will create a
report on accessibility in our movement, and a
guide to maximising accessibility at major
protest events and rallies.
Our volunteer programme takes accessibility
and diversity seriously and we will never
disadvantage anybody who wishes to help
If you have any questions, please e-mail
accessibility@europeanmovement.co.uk.

Further information
Below you can find further information about volunteering with European Movement UK, and
answers to some common questions.

Where will I be based?

Who is there to support me?

We are flexible. For most of our roles it is
possible to work from home or from our head
office in Central London.

You will be supported at every step of the
volunteer process by Scott, our Operations
and Events Manager. He has experience of
managing volunteers within the education
and music sectors as well as at major events.

However, please note that due to the
Coronavirus outbreak our office is currently
closed. All staff and volunteers will be working
from home for the foreseeable future.

Is there an induction and training?
All new volunteers will be given an induction
which will give you opportunities to learn
about the work of European Movement UK,
and to meet our key members of staff. You
will also be given all the tools and information
that you need to complete your tasks.
Specialist roles will also receive additional
training, to make sure that they have the skills
that they need to complete their volunteer
tasks in full.

He was also the Assistant Organiser of the big
People’s Vote marches, with responsibility for
volunteers, logistics, materials, and
accessibility.
For some roles you will also have the support
and support of other staff members such as
Carys, our Head of Digital and Mackenzie, our
Head of Communications.

Do you pay travel expenses?
Unfortunately we are unable to pay travel
expenses for our volunteers.
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How much time do I need to offer?
We are flexible and would appreciate any
time that you can offer.
For most of our volunteer opportunities we
have two models:
•

•

Volunteers who wish to contribute
one or two days per week on an
ongoing basis
Volunteers who wish to be contacted
by us whenever we have
opportunities to help.

Should you need to bring anything with you
this will be specified to you in advance.
For our more specialist roles, including
graphic designer and video editor, we would
ask that you use your own laptop or other
equipment needed to perform your tasks.

Is there an age limit for volunteers?
For safeguarding reasons you must be 16
years old or above to volunteer with us, with
the exception of at events.

Please specify which you would prefer when
submitting your volunteer application.

People under the age of 16 can volunteer at
most of our events if they are with a parent or
guardian over the age of 18 at all times.

What are the benefits for me?

There is no upper age limit for volunteers.

In addition to helping with our essential
campaign and advocacy work, our volunteer
roles offer a range of opportunities for
someone looking to gain experience in a busy
organisation. You will:
•

•
•

•

Gain hands on experience of working
in a grassroot led cross-party pressure
group
Gain the opportunity to engage in a
range of areas of our work
Learn important working skills such as
communications, membership, and
campaigns
Meet lots of new people and make
new friends

We are also happy to provide a written
reference to people who volunteer with us on
a longer term or ongoing basis.

What should I bring with me?
For the majority of our volunteering
opportunities you don’t need to bring
anything with you. We will provide everything
that you need to complete your tasks.

Are there any restrictions on who
can volunteer?
As mentioned in a previous question you must
be 16 years old or above to volunteer with us
in most circumstances.
Other than that, we have no restrictions. We
actively welcome people of any:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Age
Gender
Ethnicity
Sexual orientation
Gender identity
Nationality or national origin
Religion or belief
Ability or disability
Marriage or civil partnership status.

I have specialist skills to offer, or
would like to help in another way.
If you have specialist skills to offer us, or
would like to help us with something that is
not covered by this handbook, please email
volunteer@europeanmovement.co.uk
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Contact Us
Do you have any questions about volunteering with European Movement UK? Or do you have any
specialist skills to offer that are not mentioned above?
If so, we would love to hear from you!
You can contact us by e-mail or by phone:
E-mail:
Phone:

volunteer@europeanmovement.co.uk
020 8126 1400 (press the option to speak to the Operations and Events Team).

THIS DOCUMENT IS ALSO AVAILABLE.
IN LARGE PRINT AND PLAIN TEXT.
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