
  
 

The Falchuk-Jennings Thriving Communities Action Plan  
  

Five State Reforms to Create Jobs and Put Money Back in Taxpayers’ Pockets  
  
Tackling the skyrocketing cost of living in Massachusetts is the most urgent problem we face.  A key 
cause:  our broken housing market.  For years, supply has failed to meet demand, resulting in significant 
cost increases that freeze many people out of the market – and sometimes out of the Commonwealth – 
and squeeze so many others who spend far too much of their hard-earned pay on rent or a mortgage.   
  

Housing is a jobs issue.  Economic research shows that housing costs have been a primary constraint on 
economic growth in Massachusetts. To grow jobs we need to make sure plenty of housing gets built.     
  

Housing is also a family issue. Almost all seniors want to “age in place,” staying as long as they can in 
their own homes or communities.  Young people and families also need homes they can afford.   
  

These facts have been known for many years, but current state policy – more than any other factor – 
stands in the way of achieving results.  These years of inaction, however, mean an enormous opportunity 
for new jobs, a more affordable cost of living and sustained economic growth.     
  

The Falchuk-Jennings Administration will work with the Legislature to empower cities and towns, as 
partners, to plan for the production of tens of thousands of new homes through five core, pro-growth 
policies:   
  

1. Empower cities and towns by making it in their financial best interest to develop new housing.   
  

2. Broaden the Safe Harbor from 40B developments for communities that enact significant local 
zoning reforms allowing as-of-right housing, with Safe Harbor extensions as housing is built.    
  

3. Minimize frivolous lawsuits that block development of needed housing.  
  

4. Enhance the profit motive for new private investment in down market areas, historic buildings, 
and redevelopment, while supporting communities affected by gentrification.   
  

5. Improve inter-agency coordination of planning and infrastructure spending among State 
agencies, and expand professional capacity of municipalities to plan and grow.    
  

With these long overdue policy changes that empower cities and towns to create visionary development 
plans to meet the housing needs of every generation, we can increase the supply of housing for 
tomorrow’s workforce and our changing population, realize the economic potential of so many cities and 
towns – and help taxpayers keep more of their hard-earned pay in the process.  
  

To read our complete, detailed Thriving Communications Action Plan, visit 
www.falchuk2014.org/thriving   
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