
To set up a meeting with your candidate, use this email: 
 
--- 
 
Subject: Invitation For Meeting – Budget 2016 
 
Dear [Insert MP Name], 
 
Ahead of the 2016 federal budget, I am writing to you from Engineers Without Borders Canada (EWB) to 
arrange a meeting in-person and discuss how we can enhance the country’s leadership role by the actions 
outlined by the Prime Minister and in the Ministerial Mandate Letters in addressing global poverty. 
 
This past federal election, EWB ran a campaign called #PoliticsAside asking federal nominated 
candidates from all parties to share perspectives about how they can put aside partisan politics in tackling 
global poverty. We engaged 90% of federal ridings across the country, where 171 candidates shared their 
views about the subject. Our success translated into 46 sitting MPs and 13 of 30 cabinet ministers 
including our Prime Minister who have publically stated their perspectives about supporting a united 
effort in global poverty reduction. 
 
Also this past year, EWB, in partnership with the Inter-Council Network of Provincial and Regional 
Councils for International Cooperation (ICN) and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, commissioned 
a Nielsen Opinion Quest public opinion poll to obtain an understanding of Canadians’ perspectives about 
global poverty issues.1 Key findings include: 

 There is a national consciousness in Canada about global poverty reduction, with 94% of 
Canadians saying it is important to improve health, education and economic opportunity for 
world's poorest and 76% of Canadians agreeing we have a moral obligation to help expand 
health, education, and economic opportunity for the world's poorest. 

 Canadians want their government to take a leadership role in global poverty reduction, with 
62% of Canadians agreeing that Canada should be one of the leading countries in providing 
international development. 

 Canadians have a good grasp of how much the government currently spends on foreign aid, 
and 46% believe the government should spend more. 

 
In light of our national campaign and strong public opinion, I would like to ask for the opportunity to 
discuss how Canada could commit to predictable, annual increases to its Official Development Assistance 
(ODA). Moreover, as a member of the riding, I would be keen to understand how we can act together so 
Canada can meet its ambitious agenda in tackling global poverty. 
 
Please tell me a couple of convenient times that work in your schedule so that we may be able to 
meet in-person. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
[Name]  
 
 

                                                           
1 The online survey of 1,008 across Canada and was conducted between January 22-25, 2015.  

 



 


