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Challenge: 

1. Canada has fallen behind our international partners on development spending. In 2014 Canada’s Official 
Development Assistance -- which includes funding for international foreign aid and emergency humanitar-
ian response-- has dropped to historic lows spending just 0.24% of Gross National Income1 compared to 
0.30% spent by our OECD partners.2 

2. We are spending much less today than we have previously. Since the launch of the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals (MDGs) in 2000, Canada’s ODA spending has hit a ceiling of 0.34% of GNI under both the 
Liberal Government of Paul Martin (2005) and Conservative Government of Stephen Harper (2010).  

3. In 2012, Canada spent more than $1 Billion USD more ($5.56B) than in 2014 where we spent just $4.42 
billion. 

 
Opportunity: 

1. Canada has an additional international agenda and the Liberal Government has made commendable com-
mitments to an enhanced development agenda. Prime Minister Trudeau’s government has committed to 
implementing the 2030 sustainable development agenda (SDGs), resettling at least 25,000 Syrian refugees, 
tackling climate change that disproportionately impacts developing countries3, including reproductive 
health to existing commitments to maternal and child health4, and focusing these efforts on the world’s 
poorest and most vulnerable, including support for fragile states.5 To address these issues effectively we 
need funding levels that match our ambition. EWB and Canadians across the country ask the Gov-
ernment of Canada to commit to predictable annual increases in ODA. 

 
Recommendations for Budget 2016 
EWB and Canadians across the country ask the Government of Canada to commit to predictable annual increases in 
ODA:  

1. Commit to a return to an ODA budget at least on par with the OECD-DAC average total in the 2016 Fed-
eral Budget (0.30% of GNI in 2014). 

2. The Government of Canada can—and should—enhance the country’s leadership role through actions out-
lined by the Prime Minister and in the Ministerial Mandate Letters in addressing global poverty by aspiring 
to surpass Canada’s 2005 and 2010 official development assistance (ODA) levels of 0.34% of GNI before 
the end of the 42nd Parliament, as a step toward meeting the United Nations’ target of committing 0.7%. 

3. Commit to maintaining the principal focus of ODA on poverty reduction for the poorest by maintaining 
focus on sub-Saharan Africa and increasing funding to the world’s poorest countries. 

                                                 
1 Gross National Income is defined as the total domestic and foreign output of residents of a country: https://en.wikipe-
dia.org/wiki/Gross_national_income 
2 The OECD Development Assistance Committee average ODA spending as a percentage of GNI was 0.30% compared to just 
0.24% of GNI for Canada 
3 Canada committed $2.65B CAD to the Green Climate Fund to help developing countries tackle climate change on November 
27, 2015: http://pm.gc.ca/eng/news/2015/11/27/prime-minister-announces-investment-global-climate-change-action 
4 Commitment made at the Munk Debate on Foreign Policy: http://ipolitics.ca/2015/10/16/liberals-would-fund-abortion-services-
under-maternal-health-initiative/ 
5 Minister Marie-Claude Bibeau’s Ministerial Mandate Letter: http://pm.gc.ca/eng/minister-international-development-and-la-
francophonie-mandate-letter 


