
	  
 
 

 
______________________________________________________________ 

What Services Need Federal Funding? 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Specialist family and domestic violence services  
 
Specialist women’s services are the critical pillar of any response to family violence.  
They provide a unique, specialist understanding of the nature and dynamics of family 
and domestic violence; assessment and management of risk, and provide a safe 
space for women and children living with family violence.  

 
To escape danger, it’s critical that women and children in need have 24-hour 
specialist, accessible and culturally safe integrated support – including Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander women, women from culturally and linguistically diverse 
communities and women with a disability. But right now, the federal government 
aren’t providing these specialist services with the resources they need to support all 
the women reaching out for their services.  
 
The most recent data on emergency accommodation services across the country 
(including women’s refuges) shows that they were forced to turn away 2,800 women 
seeking to escape their abusers because of inadequate resourcing. In Victoria alone, 
there are 70,000 police attendances at family violence incidents, yet outreach 
services are only funded to respond to 6,000.  
 
What’s even more horrifying is that family violence services expect current levels of 
demand to increase – which means this service gap stands to increase. 
 
Legal assistance services 
 
For those trying to escape a violent abuser, access to free legal advice and 
assistance is critical. In order to escape, a woman will often need community legal 
assistance to find out where she stands with family law, including how she'll be able 
to keep her children safe; how she'll be able to access shared funds or property; and 
untangle debts and loans that might have been put in her name by her abuser. 

 
Community Legal Centres provide critical support in all these areas - but they don’t 
have the funding they need to provide that support to everyone who needs it. The 
most recent data shows that a third of the work Community Legal Centres do is 
family violence related; and that they are forced to turn away more than 150,000 
people annually. 
 
Family Violence Prevention Legal Services are a critical specialist Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander legal assistance service who provide assistance to those 
affected by family violence, do education and advocacy work in communities to 
reduce violence. This year an indexation freeze meant their ability to deliver their 
existing services was effectively cut by $464,000. What’s more, they don’t have the 
government funding they need to respond to all the demand for their services – 
estimated at more than $28 million. 



	  
 
Men’s behaviour change programs 
 
Working with men who use violent and controlling behaviour is critical to preventing 
and minimising the harm of family violence. Men’s behaviour change programs work 
towards the safety and well being of women and children by attempting to engage 
men who use violence on a transformative journey towards non-violence.  
 
Men’s behaviour change experts are calling for further investment in national 
minimum standards and accreditation to ensure all agencies are delivering the 
programs in line with best practice; integrate perpetrator accountability across the 
justice and social service system, and to expand on current men’s behaviour change 
services – estimated to require $56 million of federal funding. 
 
Primary prevention programs 
 
Primary prevention focuses on strategies to prevent violence before it occurs – a 
critical component of a whole of system approach to reducing and stopping violence 
against women and their children. It involves challenging the deeply ingrained 
attitudes, social norms and power inequalities that give rise to men’s violence against 
women. 
 
Primary prevention work can take years, if not a generation, to achieve - therefore 
long term funding at a level sufficient to affect whole of community change is 
important. But achieving a reduction in violence against women will never by 
achieved ‘project by project’ - therefore Australia needs a significant scale-up and 
systematisation of primary prevention work in a coordinated way across settings and 
jurisdictions. 
 
Experts say Australia needs significant investment in primary prevention, both the 
infrastructure needed to coordinate and sustain change; and funding for the 
immediate expansion and development of programs, including: 
 

● Expansion of best practice Respectful Relationships Education,  
● Expanding The Line campaign to reach broader audiences, 
● Working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities to develop 

customised programs, 
● Working with organisations across the community to promote gender equality, 
● Supporting local government to drive prevention activities at a local level, 
● Continuing programs focused on media reporting of violence against women, 

to make sure media coverage addresses the attitudes that lead to violence 
and doesn’t reinforce them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you or someone you know is impacted by sexual assault, domestic or family 
violence, call 1800RESPECT on 1800 737 732 or visit 1800RESPECT.org.au. In an 
emergency, call 000. For more information about a service in your state or local area 

download the DAISY App in the App Store or Google Play. 



	  

 
______________________________________________________________ 

How You Can Take Action 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Right now, Australia is in the midst of a family violence crisis. Partners are abusing 
and murdering women in shocking numbers, yet our Government is still leaving many 
women without access to the service support they need to live free from danger. 
 
That means too many women in Australia are left in fear, trapped in their own homes 
– while their partners continue to emotionally, physically and financially abuse them. 
 
Finding a way to escape your abuser is generally difficult and dangerous. In fact, 
when a woman tries to escape her abuser is a time she’s in greatest danger. That’s 
why it’s so important that everyone who reaches out for support to escape abuse can 
access it.  
 
The Government is shaping the next federal budget right now – and very soon the 
Expenditure Review Committee will start deciding which services have their funding 
increased and decreased. 
   
For months Fair Agenda members have been working to make sure full funding is on 
the agenda of the key Ministers responsible for family violence related services. But 
all budget decisions are going to be hard fought – and to secure the significant 
funding increases needed to address the family violence crisis, we’ll need to ensure 
they’re not only hearing the call for action from voters – but also from their 
colleagues.  
 
That’s where you come in. Andrew Broad MP (The Nationals) and Ken Wyatt MP 
(Liberal) are two of the Co-Convenors of the Parliamentarians against Family 
Violence Friendship Group – a cross-party group who says one of their focuses is 
“receiving updates on current efforts to address family violence throughout Australia 
and how those efforts can be improved.”  
 
Can you write a personal letter to Andrew Broad MP or Ken Wyatt MP (or better 
still, both) to ask them to champion the full funding of family violence services 
to their colleagues working on next year’s budget? 
 
Who to address your letter to: 
 
Hon Ken Wyatt AM, MP 
Assistant Minister for Health 
PO Box 6022 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

Mr Andrew Broad MP 
PO Box 6022 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

 



	  
______________________________________________________________ 

Tips on writing your letter 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
The more personal the letter, the more powerful it will be, so include your own 
thoughts and experiences - but here's a structure to help you put together your 
letter:  

• Introduce yourself - Mention where you live and what you do. If you’re a 
Coalition voter you may want to mention that.  
 

• Explain the reason you're writing - Explain why you care about this issue. If 
it has affected you or someone you know, mention this. Then explain that 
you're writing because you're concerned that the federal government are 
leaving women in danger, by failing to provide full funding for the services that 
support women to live free from danger, and which prevent violence in the 
future.  
 

• Let Mr Wyatt or Mr Broad (or better still, both) know that you want the 
government to provide dedicated full funding to the services needed to 
help women escape abuse, and to prevent abuse in the future. That 
means making sure the next budget includes the federal funding needed for 
the services listed above: 

o Specialist domestic and family violence services  
o Legal assistance services  
o Men's behaviour change programs  
o Primary prevention  

 
• Emphasise the importance of dedicated funding. Right now specialist 

family and domestic violence services are often funded through other 
portfolios - and it means they often have no assurances of ongoing 
resourcing. If we expect to tackle this crisis governments need to resource 
the specialists - and that means providing dedicated full funding. 
 

• Urge Mr Wyatt and Mr Broad to champion this within the government - 
and to ask their colleagues in Cabinet and the Expenditure Review 
Committee to make full funding of family violence services a priority in 
budget negotiations. As Co-Convenors of the Parliamentarians against 
Family Violence Friendship Group, Mr Wyatt and Mr Broad clearly care about 
this issue. Ask them to act as an internal champion during the budget shaping 
process - to meet with their colleagues about it, to raise it in meetings and in 
budget discussions - and in Parliament. 
 

• Thank them for their time.  

Don’t forget to take a photo of your letter and send it to us at info@fairagenda.org so 
we can keep track of all the powerful messages being sent. 


