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At least $150 million needed to start realising Tame’s call 
for better prevention in schools 

In her Press Club address today Grace Tame laid out 3 key asks to better our nation. One 
was adequate funding for prevention education to stop this abuse and violence before it 
starts.  
 
Gender equality and safety advocates Fair Agenda have pointed to the gap between what 
the federal government has committed and what’s needed to start properly delivering 
respectful relationships education in schools across the nation. 
 
 
In her speech Ms Tame said just $1.36 million, or 11 cents per student per year was going to 
schools program Respect Matters.  
 
 
Fair Agenda points out that experts have been calling for $150 million (over four years) to 
begin a national roll out of expert-led upskilling for educators across the nation's schools. 
 
Executive Director of Fair Agenda, Renee Carr said:    

“The Morrison Government needs to invest at least $150 million for expert-led work 
to prevent gender-based violence across the nation's schools.” 

“Just last year the Morrison Government celebrated the launch of new school 
resources that featured the infamous milkshake consent video, and a myriad of other 
harmful and confusing materials. To actually prevent violence, our children need 
them to not only provide proper funding, but also for them to invest it in expert-led, 
evidence-based work.”  

“That means federal investment in expert-led upskilling of the educators we’re asking 
to have these conversations with our young people - not just shiny advertising 
campaigns.”  

“To stop gender-based violence at the start the federal government needs to invest in 
supporting educators to: respond to tough questions, role model positive behaviours, 
appropriately support any student survivors in the room when they’re covering these 
topics,  and to challenge harmful attitudes in the classroom, yard and hallways." 

 
“Young people deserve clear and frank education that helps them understand how to 
ethically navigate relationships, and to recognise and challenge unacceptable or 
coercive behaviour. They need training that will actually change behaviour and 
prevent abuse. That means expert-led upskilling for educators in schools." 
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About: Fair Agenda is a community of 43,000 Australians campaigning for gender equality: 
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