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What Experience do you have leading others? 
 
My leadership experiences began as a boy scout in Troop 976 here in Vienna, VA. I 
held numerous leadership posts in organizing the activities and membership of our 
troop and was the Senior Patrol leader for two years before I attained Eagle scout. I 
also, I went to the National Youth Leadership Training for the Boy Scouts of America. In 
college, I held leadership posts in both of the student organizations that I was heavily 
involved with. In my fraternity, I served as secretary for 2 years and then as recruitment 
chair for 1 year. As recruitment chair I led a 5-person committee with a co-chair, and 
engaged 40 fraternity brothers, to plan, organize, and execute 15 events over a 3-week 
period with a working budget go $10,000. 
 
My most recent leadership experience was as the President of the International 
Relations Organization at the University of Virginia. As the Principal director of a 
130-student academic organization and 501c-3 Non-profit, I Led a 12-person executive 
team in organizing three annual Model UN conferences, publishing a semesterly journal 
of undergraduate research, planning a weekly speaker series, training University 
students to compete in Model UN competitions across the country, and I started an 
independent radio broadcast on foreign affairs. Under my leadership, we expanded 
operations by starting a third annual conference, in collaboration with the United Nations 
Association-USA, for adults and students. I also helped train and competed with our 
40-person Model UN team in a successful year to rise from 75th in the nation to 15th. 
 
 
What experience do you have working on a team? 
 
Most of experiences with working on a team overlap with my leadership experiences. 
When I was recruitment chair for my fraternity, I led a small committee to help me plan 
things, but nothing would have come together if we did not have the whole fraternity 
working as a team to get things done. As president of the International Relations 
Organization, the executive committee that I worked with was my team in planning and 
implementing all of our goals and visions. Outside of clubs and organizations, I have 
been on many teams during my 4 years of engineering school. The projects that I 
collaborated on varied from designing and building new product to programming a set 
motors to make drawings. Each team experience taught me something new on how to 
be a team player and work effectively as a team. 
 



What skills/experiences do you feel you would bring to FYD? 
 
First and foremost, I’m new. I have always been informed and engaged on the issues, 
but I never joined a local Democratic group until last November. As a newcomer, I think 
that I bring a fresh perspective to challenge traditions or standard practices that may not 
make much sense and I could help transform the organization. Also, through my 
leadership and team experiences, I have learned how to deal with a great deal of 
situations ranging from financial shortfalls, conflicting personalities on exec, and team 
members who don’t put in the effort. 
 
What do you see as the most important issues and opportunities facing FYD? 
 
I think the most important issue facing FYD right now is engaging youth voters and 
getting them to turn out to the polls to vote for the democratic candidates in 2017, 2018 
and beyond. We should be working with local high schools and colleges to have a 
coordinated approach our engagement efforts. Additionally, we should build 
partnerships with the plethora of new progressive organizations that have sprung up 
since the 2016 election. All of these groups are not necessarily for the democratic party, 
so it is key that we build partnerships where our interests align. The biggest threat to the 
resistance movement and the momentum building up to 2017 and 2018 is the 
disillusionment of these new activists and young voters. If we do not present a clear and 
positive vision forward we will not be able to harness this energy and turn it into victory 
at the ballot box. 
 


