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March 13, 2015 

California State Capitol, Room 3160 

10th and L Streets 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Assemblymember Mullin, 

FairVote is a national, non-partisan organization that works to promote fair, functional, and 

representative democracy for voters. FairVote has a history of working with people across the 

political spectrum for over 20 years, advocating for electoral structures and reforms that provide 

better representation for all. Though we are based in Maryland, one of our board members, David 

Wilner, is a California resident, and we support good electoral policies across the nation. We write 

to express support for ACA 2, which would authorize citizens that are 17 years of age and residents 

of California to vote in primary elections if they will be at least 18 years of age by the date of the 

corresponding general elections.  

Currently, 17-year-old California residents who will be 18 by the time of a general election cannot 

vote in the primary associated with that election. Unfortunately, this prevents voters who can cast a 

vote in a general election from having a say in who will be on the general election ballot. FairVote 

supports allowing 17-year-old residents to vote in primary elections first and foremost because it is 

the fair and sensible thing to do. These voters deserve an opportunity to help decide which 

candidates are on the ballot in the upcoming general elections.  

Furthermore, 17-year-old primary voting is good policy because of its positive impact on turnout—

especially among young voters, who currently vote at the lowest rates. Only 25.1 percent of 

California voters participated in 2014 primary elections, and a meager 5.2 percent of 18-year-olds 

cast a vote in the corresponding general elections last November. Research shows, however, that 

the earlier in life one casts a vote—even by a few months—the more likely they are to form a life-

long habit of voting. This has played out in states that have adopted the policy. In 2013, Illinois 

joined nearly 20 states in allowing 17-year-olds to vote in primary elections. In the 2014 Chicago 

primaries, 17- and 18-year-olds turned out at higher rates than voters in their 20s, 30s, and 40s.  

Allowing 17-year-olds to vote in primary elections is a common sense policy that prepares young 

voters for the voting experience and engages them in the democratic process before casting a vote 

in general elections. FairVote encourages the California State Assembly to put voters first and pass 

ACA 2 to achieve more fair and representative primary elections and increase turnout among young 

voters.  

Sincerely yours, 

Austin Plier 

Communications and Outreach Specialist, FairVote 

The Center for 

Voting and Democracy 

6930 Carroll Ave., Suite 610 

Takoma Park, MD 20912 - (301) 270-4616 
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