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DATE & TIME PETITION RECEIVED: 

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH RANKED-CHOICE VOTING 
 
 

DATE OF ISSUANCE:  October 28, 2014 
Filing Deadline for the November 2015 Ballot: January 22, 2015 

                                             18 month petition expiration date: April 28, 2016 
 

 

Freedom of Citizen Information:  Before a registered voter signs any initiative petition, signature gatherers must 
offer the voter the opportunity to read the proposed initiative summary and fiscal impact statement prepared by the 
Secretary of State. 
 

 
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED INITIATIVE 

This initiated bill provides ranked-choice voting for the offices of United States Senator, United States Representative to Congress, Governor, State Senator and State Representative for 
elections held on or after January 1, 2018. Ranked-choice voting is a method of casting and tabulating votes in which voters rank candidates in order of preference, tabulation proceeds 
in rounds in which last-place candidates are defeated and the candidate with the most votes in the final round is elected. 

ESTIMATE OF FISCAL IMPACT 
 

This initiated bill proposes to implement ranked-choice voting for the offices of United States Senator, United States Representative to Congress, Governor and state legislative 
candidates for general elections and primaries held on or after January 1, 2018. The Department of Secretary of State would require a General Fund appropriation of $761,344 in fiscal 
year 2017-18 and $641,440 in fiscal year 2018-19 to print an additional ballot page, update the ballot tabulating machines, lease additional ballot tabulating machines, purchase 
additional memory devices, lease a high-speed vote tabulating unit and contract 2 limited-period Special Deputy positions to oversee the central ranked-choice voting counting 
process. The Department of Public Safety would require a General Fund appropriation of $75,926 and a Highway Fund allocation of $72,948 in fiscal years 2017-18 and 2018-19 for 
overtime and fuel to retrieve, secure and return election ballots. As most of the expenditures are on-going rather than one-time start up, costs in subsequent years are anticipated to be 
in a similar range. 
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CIRCULATOR’S OATH 
I hereby make oath that I am the Circulator of this petition;  that I personally witnessed all of the 
signatures to this petition; and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, each signature is that of the 
person whose name it purports to be. 
 
Signature of Circulator _____________________________      Printed Name __________________________ 

 
 
Signature of Notary ________________________________    Printed Name __________________________ 
 
 
Subscribed to and sworn before me on this date: ________________ (Date must be completed by Notary) 
 
Date my Notary Commission expires:  ________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGISTRAR’S CERTIFICATION 
 
Municipality _____________________________       TOTAL VALID ________       TOTAL INVALID ________ 
  
I hereby certify that the names of all the petitioners listed as valid appear on the voting list as qualified 
to vote for Governor. 
 

 
 Signature of Registrar:  _______________________________   
 
 
 Date petition certified:   _______________________________ 
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AN ACT TO ESTABLISH RANKED-CHOICE VOTING 
 

 
 
 
 
To the Legislature of the State of Maine: 
 
In accordance with Section 18 of Article IV, Part Third of the Constitution 
of the State of Maine, the electors of the State of Maine, qualified to vote for 
Governor, residing in said State, whose names have been certified on this 
petition, hereby respectfully propose to the Legislature for its consideration 
the following entitled legislation:  “An Act To Establish Ranked-choice 
Voting”. 
 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §1, sub-§27-C is enacted to read: 

27-C.  Office elected by ranked-choice voting. "Office elected by 
ranked-choice voting" means any of the following offices: United States 
Senator, United States Representative to Congress, Governor, State Senator 
and State Representative, and includes any nominations by primary election 
to such offices. 

Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §1, sub-§35-A is enacted to read: 

35-A.  Ranked-choice voting. "Ranked-choice voting" means the 
method of casting and tabulating votes in which voters rank candidates in 
order of preference, tabulation proceeds in sequential rounds in which last-
place candidates are defeated and the candidate with the most votes in the 
final round is elected. 

Sec. 3.  21-A MRSA §601, sub-§2, ¶J is enacted to read: 

J.  For offices elected by ranked-choice voting, the ballot must be simple 
and easy to understand and allow a voter to rank candidates for an office 
in order of preference. A voter may include no more than one write-in 
candidate among that voter's ranked choices for each office. 

Sec. 4.  21-A MRSA §722, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2009, c. 253, 
§36, is further amended to read: 

1.  How tabulated.  The Secretary of State shall tabulate all votes that 
appear by an election return to have been cast for each question or candidate 
whose name appeared on the ballot.  For offices elected by ranked-choice 
voting, the Secretary of State shall tabulate the votes according to the 
ranked-choice voting method described in section 723-A. The Secretary of 
State shall tabulate the votes that appear by an election return to have been 
cast for a declared write-in candidate and shall tabulate the votes that appear 
to have been cast for an undeclared write-in candidate based on a recount 
requested and conducted pursuant to section 737-A, subsection 2-A. 

Sec. 5.  21-A MRSA §723-A is enacted to read: 

§723-A.  Determination of winner in election for an office elected by 
ranked-choice voting 

1.  Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise 
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 

A.  "Batch elimination" means the simultaneous defeat of multiple 
candidates for whom it is mathematically impossible to be elected. 

B.  "Continuing ballot" means a ballot that is not an exhausted ballot. 

C.  "Continuing candidate" means a candidate who has not been 
defeated. 

D.  "Exhausted ballot" means a ballot that does not rank any continuing 
candidate, contains an overvote at the highest continuing ranking or 
contains 2 or more sequential skipped rankings before its highest 
continuing ranking. 

E.  "Highest continuing ranking" means the highest ranking on a voter's 
ballot for a continuing candidate. 

F.  "Last-place candidate" means the candidate with the fewest votes in 
a round of the ranked-choice voting tabulation. 

G.  "Mathematically impossible to be elected," with respect to a 
candidate, means either: 

(1)  The candidate cannot be elected because the candidate's vote 
total in a round of the ranked-choice voting tabulation plus all votes 
that could possibly be transferred to the candidate in future rounds 
from candidates with fewer votes or an equal number of votes 
would not be enough to surpass the candidate with the next-higher 
vote total in the round; or 

(2)  The candidate has a lower vote total than a candidate described 
in subparagraph (1). 

H.  "Overvote" means a circumstance in which a voter has ranked more 
than one candidate at the same ranking. 

I.  "Ranking" means the number assigned on a ballot by a voter to a 
candidate to express the voter's preference for that candidate. Ranking 
number one is the highest ranking, ranking number 2 is the next-highest 
ranking and so on. 

J.  "Round" means an instance of the sequence of voting tabulation steps 
established in subsection 2. 

K.  "Skipped ranking" means a circumstance in which a voter has left a 
ranking blank and ranks a candidate at a subsequent ranking. 

2.  Procedures.  Except as provided in subsections 3 and 4, the 
following procedures are used to determine the winner in an election for an 
office elected by ranked-choice voting. Tabulation must proceed in rounds. 
In each round, the number of votes for each continuing candidate must be 
counted. Each continuing ballot counts as one vote for its highest-ranked 
continuing candidate for that round. Exhausted ballots are not counted for 
any continuing candidate. The round then ends with one of the following 2 
potential outcomes. 

A.  If there are 2 or fewer continuing candidates, the candidate with the 
most votes is declared the winner of the election. 

B.  If there are more than 2 continuing candidates, the last-place 
candidate is defeated and a new round begins. 

3.  Ties.  A tie under this section between candidates for the most votes 
in the final round or a tie between last-place candidates in any round must 
be decided by lot, and the candidate chosen by lot is defeated. The result of 
the tie resolution must be recorded and reused in the event of a recount. 
Election officials may resolve prospective ties between candidates before 
the election. 

4.  Modification of ranked-choice voting ballot and tabulation.  
Modification of a ranked-choice voting ballot and tabulation is permitted in 
accordance with the following. 

A.  The number of allowable rankings may be limited to no fewer than 
6. 

B.  Two or more candidates may be defeated simultaneously by batch 
elimination in any round of tabulation. 

5.  Effect on rights of political parties.  For all statutory and 
constitutional provisions in the State pertaining to the rights of political 
parties, the number of votes cast for a party's candidate for an office elected 
by ranked-choice voting is the number of votes credited to that candidate 
after the initial counting in the first round described in subsection 2. 

6.  Application.  This section applies to elections held on or after 
January 1, 2018. 

Sec. 6.  Application.  This Act applies to elections held on or after 
January 1, 2018. 
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PETITION CIRCULATOR – MUST: 
  BE A MAINE RESIDENT & REGISTERED VOTER 
  COMPLETE THE CIRCULATOR’S VERIFICATION  
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PRIOR TO SUBMISSION OF PETITIONS TO 
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CERTIFICATION CODE FOR VALID SIGNATURES: 
 

 INDIVIDUAL SIGNING PETITION IS A REGISTERED VOTER 
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PETITIONS (WITH APPLICABLE CODES) ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
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DATE       INDIVIDUAL SIGNED AFTER THE DATE OF CIRCULATOR’S VERIFICATION 
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OF ENTIRE PETITIONS 
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