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OUR MISSION

We support diverse faith and spiritual communities contribute to
greener, healthier, more resilient neighbourhoods.
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2016 HIGHLIGHTS

AV, 4.000-6,500 Website —
- Page views per month Subscrib _=E
"W 800-1,500 ae | S=—-

Website users per month

150+ 10,000+

Green Events & Actions Event & Action Participants

Active Faith Faith Traditions

800 + Communities 20 Represented

11 Faith Building Audits

o 30+ Partner
[ Green Certifications Organizations
/I Green Sacred Space Awards

1 Individual Award Facebook Likes

25 Blog posts n 855

(20% more than 2015)
21 Media articles

Newsletter Subscribers , 8 8 O

2,450

(with a 25-35% open rate) Twitter Followers

@ Rohan Gupta, John Caserta, Steve Stomp, Darbo Scalante, from The Noun Project



Together we are
stronger...
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EXECUTI VE DI RECTO

Faith communities contribute to the well -being of
neighbourhoods and communities across the country, but we
can do a better job of it when we partner with other groups.

2016 was a year where we heightened collaborations with
community stakeholders in an effort to build a stronger network
towards a more sustainable, more just Canada.

In this report, we are excited to share updates about the work
webve been doing to this end,
relationships wedbve made over

- >
D «Q

From partnering with the National Trust for Canada on how to
regenerate places of worship, and working with the United
Church of Canada andBuildGreen Solutions to track and reduce
carbon at church, to learning how to become good allies to
Indigenous people and take their lead when it comes to climate
action, the past year was one of forging new relations and
strengthening older ones.

As always, my hope is that our 2016 Annual report will inspire
your faith community to bigger and bolder action.

AN~

Lucy Cummings
Executive Director, Faith & the Common Good
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FAITH COMMUNITIES SERVING CLIMATE -

VULNERABLE NEIGHBOURS

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue’s
Greening Committee presents a joint program on

Emergency Preparedness

Led by Boris Rosolak from the

City of Toronto's Office of
Emergency Management.

Preparing your Faith Community

for an Extreme Weather Event - Part 3.

= Eastminster United Church
== 310 Danforth Avenue. 6:30 - 8:30 pm
No Charge. All Kosher p
To register for this free event, please go to Eventbrite.ca.

AGENDA

6:30 - 6:40 pm - Welcome

6:40 - 7:30 pm - "Emergency Preparedness — What you need to do to be ready”
7:30 - 8:00 pm - Group Role Playing; what to do when

8:00 - 8:20 pm - Report back on role playing: what group did well/didn't do well
8:20 - 8:30 pm - Closing

Greening Sacred Spaces is a division of Faith & the Common Good (FCG). FOG is a network of people from
Hfferent faths ancl s who call Canaca home and BEllEVE In WoAing Iowands the common good. AS
people of different faith taditions, we affim common values of peace, paricipation, humen nghts,

ecological Inter-selationship, eco-sustainability and compassion foe all beings as comes

[~ 2 Faith & the
s Common Good

ay

Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue,
100 Eider Street, Toronto ON M3H 567
416 632.3838 | beby.org

Our changing climate means that extreme weather events are no longer once-

Above left: Emergency
Preparedness workshop
at Beth Emeth Bais
Yehuda, synagogue,
Toronto.

in-100-years occurrences. In response to this reality, in 2016, we worked with
many organizations to raise awareness on the important roles that faith
communities can play in serving their neighbourhoods during extreme weather
emergencies.

We undertook much of this work in collaboration with out partners at CLARION

Above right: Donna Lang
presents a cheque

(Community-Led Action for Resiliency in Our Neighbourhoods,
www.clarionhub.ca), a cross-sectoral, voluntary coalition working to promote

towards supplies to
Eastminster United
Church, a designated
resilience hub.

L to R: Donna Lang, b
Gloria McPherson,co-

ordinator for their Out of b
the Cold program, Rev.

Sarah Boucier Mifler, and

Gerald Gordon, Building

Manager.

Fi

nal |

community-based emergency preparedness and climate adaptation hubs at the
neighbourhood level across Canada.

In February, we told the story in a workshop at the Federation of

Canadian Municipalities: Sustainable Communities Conference in Ottawa.
In June, as part of our collaboration with CLARION, we co-hosted a
pioneering event along with the Institute of Public Administration

Canada (IPAC) to engage multisectoral stakeholders in new thinking
around local community response to natural disasters. To do this, we
introduced a role-play simulation (adapted from the City of San
Franciscods Neighbor hood FResigagle men
In September, we presented in Halifax at the 2016 Livable Cities Forum:
Changing Climate, Changing Communities, hosted by Halifax Regional
Municipality in partnership with the Partners for Action Network and

ICLEI Canada.

wor ked the Ci

we closely with

y ’

Management to support Toronto Area faith communities who have committed to
serving climate vulnerable neighbours during extreme weather emergencies.


http://www.clarionhub.ca/

Above left: Regeneration
Works and Partners for
Sacred Pl aces
Presbyterian Church in
Hamilton, ON during the
National Trust for Canada
Conference (October

2016).

Above right: All Saints
Ottawa.

Below right: 7he Raw
Carrot at Paris
Presbyterian Church,
Paris, ON.

Below left: Far mer s 6
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REGENERATION WORKS:
PLACES OF FAITH

1110 1 AAD

Hl“l!ﬂ il

ENHANCI NG THE

BUILDINGS
St. Paul ods
In 2016, along with our partners at The National Trust for Canada, we

continued to build our capacity around supporting a growing number of faith
communities who are struggling to keep their doors open. These important
community assets are in a period of transition across the country. How can
congregations continue to enhance th
order to contribute in a positive way to their communities?

iMl SSI ON PER SQUARE FO

b Working with the Rural Ontario Institute, we received Ontario Trillium
Foundation funding to develop and evaluate tools with the goal of
supporting small and rural communities to work together to turn the
crisis of endangered faith buildings into an opportunity for community
development.

b We conducted a half-day workshop at the National Trust for Canada
conference in Hamilton, ON on Faith Building Usage and Adaptive Re

Mar ket at Torontods Hfsée

Krishna Temple.

FARMERS MARKET

BHT OF BOXBOROUGH STREET

......

WHEE

WK

The locatinm of the mimi larmer’s muarket will be on the drivewsy of the
Hare Krinkaa Contor (Ronboowagh Street snd Avvnse Road)

‘a-’*-vhhl’d—d-.krﬂuf&l-d&l—c
W Suel this m & great wa te ge hack 02 eor meighbosdoed”

FARMERS MARSET
Interested m (heclung Out

- the "ln- Farmer's Market?
Sagn Up for Revsanders st
tavyerl.com/rosedademar kel

b We also conducted a daylong consultation with the Spire of
Sydenham in Kingston, ON focused on helping them think through a
governance structure for their new social enterprise.

b In Ottawa, along with our partners, Greening Sacred Spaces Ottawa
held a dynamic workshop at All Saints Ottawa (the former All Saints
Anglican Church) in Sandy Hill. Participants learned about the key
elements of regenerating a place of faith. Thanks to the Community
Foundation of Ottawa for sponsoring this event.




Above left: i Gr een Audi
public event at
Anglican Church, Brantford,

ON.

Above right: /nsulation on
belfry hatch, walls and floor
at St. John the Evangelist
Anglican Church, Crapaud,
PEI.

Below: St Philipdbs Af pi Ta@Mp e

Orthodox and St
Presbyterian were two of

the churches who took part

in the Cape Breton Green

Audiit program.
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GREEN AUDITS

Across Canada, our comprehensive, walkthrough faith building Green
A@dit supported dozens of faith communities to lower the environmental
flootMArkAf and i mprove the fAmission p

In partnership with our Green Audit, the Anglican Church of Canada

offered dioceses an opportunity to receive a grant to complete a holistic

audit of their churches, including energy, water, and waste. 19 Anglican

Pari shes across Canada participated i
between 2014 and 2015, and in 2016, most of these parishes had much

to show for it in terms of retrofits and upgrading. As well, most

completed public events to showcase the audit.

> Breton, we teamed up with Caj
i&tftteRe?K dney Architectural Conservation Society, and Ecology

Action Centre (Halifax) to deliver a Green Audit program to support Cape

Breton faith communities to conserve energy, lower operational costs,

seek out community partners (program and financial) to support

sustainability goals, and share learnings with the larger community.




Above left: The Ottawa
Presbytery of the United
Church of Canada was a
pilot site for our 2016
Carbon Baseline project.

Above right: Green
Beginnings workshop,
Toronto, ON.

Below: Climate action
workshops at St. Joan of
Arc Hall in Toronto, ON
and Centretown United in
Ottawa, ON.

(REATE A (LIMATE =0 o

St Joan of Arc Development & Peace

Join us for a special evening with Donna Lang
and Sr. Janet Speth, CS), talking about

Creening Sacred Spaces

in cur home
and g
in cur Church

Monday, March 7, 7-9 PM

St. Joan of Arc Hall, 1701 Bloor Street West
{ore black east of Keele ssbway. 0n south corner)
Fair trade products will be avalabie for purchase and light refreshments will be seved

Dunne i the Terealo Coondinalor for Fadh & e Common Goad. Thelkr
program, Greening Sacred Spaces, Nas helped over 200 falh
cormuntes in Torons go groen by deveiopng ‘Groon teoms’. improvieg

commungy gardons and planang retmdt and micoft
actons and otkor eavirormontal Kitnos.

4
St Janat Speth, a Ssmr of St Joseph of Teroreo and Board Membar
ol Fat & Ihe Common Good, wil discuss spirbusd gudeines kol

"Wiry guaes your fpah?

the eficianty of relijous buldngs, creating edivie ?
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CLIMATE ACTION

Climate change action  needs all the collaborations it can get.
Supporting faith communities to lower their carbon footprint continues to
be a primary focus of our work and we found many ways to do so.

We organized, participated in, and presented at a wide array of climate
action forums across our network. One of the most interesting
opportunities happened at the North American Muslim Foundation (NAMF)
workshop. Donna Lang presented Green Beginningsto children in grades 5
to 8 from NAMF, in Willowdale, ON. We also discussed ways that the
students could help to mitigate climate change, practice water and energy
conservation, plant edible and pollinator gardens, and limit the amount of
waste that they throw out in the garbage.

UCC Carbon Baseline Analysis

Since 2000, the United Church of Canada (UCC) has called upon its
leaders, bodies, and congregants to assume their respective
responsibilities to take more urgent and intentional action on climate
change. The energy used to light and heat UCC places of worship is one of
the biggest contributors to its carbon footprint, and also one of its biggest
expenses. We were honoured to work with the UCC, along with our

partner BuildGreen Solutions, to assess the carbon output of the UCC
property portfolio as a first step to determine how to bring about a
reduction in its overall carbon footprint.

CLIMATE ACTION AFTER PARIS:
NEXT STEPS FOR FAITH COMMUNITIES
MARDI (5
TINDAL, e ¢
o i O
Eelsmon ool [
e e
GRUENDING, Ecology Ottawa
author of m
Pulpitand Polioes. —
mmame 3\;&.‘:;
mmm .~

8
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CLI MATE ACTI O

Ab}?"e 'ﬁﬂ: University b Fossil Free Faith  Youth from our Vancouver-based partner,
9 orontoos r Fossil Free Faith, contributed blog posts to our website, describing

5;5/;%’;.”;%627 e the different actions they are taking towards a kinder, more

Climate Change & Faith sustainable world. Here are some samples of what they had to
Town Hall, Mary Ward say:
Centre, Toronto, ON. http://bit.ly/2unOnfF
http://bit.ly/1QrimKW
Above right: Poster, http://bit.ly/2sU8tIf
Spiritually Rooted
Direct Action Training, Divestment Fossil Free Faith continues to encourage

Vancouver, BC. conversations about fossil fuel divestment, and to support folks

Below: Fossil Free Who are movi_n_g those cpnversations forw_ard Within_ their diverse

Faithés Maisal oon [aifycommunities. As with FCG, the Fossil Free Faith group spent

Ashkar was one of our 2016 consulting with those in their network, partner

guest bloggers. organizations, and allies, to imagine how to be useful in propelling
systemic and spiritually-grounded action for climate justice.

Spiritually Rooted Direct Action Training

In April, Fossil Free Faith partnered with Salal & Cedar Anglican
community, 350.org and Greenpeace to host a non-violent direct-
action training at the Canadian Memorial United Church in
Vancouver, specifically for people of faith.

In May, Fossil Free Faith participated in the global climate
movement, rallying in massive peaceful resistance designed to
slow the extraction of fossil fuels in Burnaby Mountain and the
Kinder Morgan pipeline.



























