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Neighbourhood Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

 
 
Community Overview:  
NUUC is a highly spiritual community with approx. 120 
members that was incorporated in 2000 as a 
registered charity.  Well plugged into the 
neighborhood offering the community psychology, 
children and teen, spirituality (historical and in 
practice), music, art and leadership programs. 

 
Solar Story:  
The Neighbourhood Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation was ready to go with a solar project 
even before the microFit program was announced.  In 
early 2009, prior to the announcement, much of the 
ground work for an installation had already been 
completed as NUUC had started on the road to solar 
because they had wanted to live according to their 
principles.  As soon as the microFIT was announced, 
the whole project was approved by the board within a 
month.   
 
There were three individuals from outside of the 
community who played a very important role in the 
project.  These included a banker, a community 
organizer and a utilities consultant.  All three had a 
connection with members of the congregation, sat on 
the green team and helped to drive the project to 
completion. 

 
Lessons Learned:  
“The lesson is, if there is not a lot of energy in your 
community, than forget it.  But if there is, then it's 
really worth doing.” 

 
Memorable Moment:  
The City of Toronto nominated NUCC for a green 
award and came and did a video montage of the 
green team.  Although NUCC was runner-up for the 

award, the whole experience, including the awards 
function qualifies as the most memorable moment. 

 

Solar Project Summary 
Location: Toronto, Ontario  
Installation Type: Solar PV 
Capacity: 22.80 kW 

Technical Specs:  
114 –  Canadian Solar – 200 watts 
114 –  Enphase 200 – micro-invertors 
Orientation: South facing roof mounted fixed   

Installed Cost: $220,000  
Installer: Intervolt Electric Lmt. 
Financing Mechanism:   Half of the installation was 
financed by an interest free loan from the City of 
Toronto.  NUUC also issued 110 debentures for 
$1000 each at 5% interest paid annually (privately 
held). The remaining amount was financed by private 
donations. 
Brief Timeline: 
Project proposed to faith 
community board September of 2009 
Project approved by faith 
community board September of 2009 

Fund raising begins December of 2009 

Fund raising ends February of 2010 

Project begins June of 2010 
Commissioning - project 
ends: August of 2010 
FIT/microFIT contract 
start date: September 15th, 2010 
Estimated Annual Revenue: $15,000 
Expected Payoff Period: 14 years  
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Parish of Huntley 
Carp, Ontario 
 

 
 
Community Overview: 
Three-point rural/suburban Anglican Parish in West 
Carleton 
 
Solar Story:  
This project was born of a desire to lead by example 
in the care of the earth, and to generate income as 
well as electricity.  The initial idea came out of the 
need to replace a church roof.  That roof was 
inappropriate due to shading issues, so it was moved 
to the parish hall roof, and all three churches were 
involved.  The Parish received a grant of $5000 from 
the Ottawa Sustainability Fund.  This grant was 
instrumental in getting this project off the ground, as 
we were able to undertake an engineering study of 
the hall’s structure without committing any church 
funds at that early stage of the project.  Three 
estimates were gathered.  Factors considered in the 
selection process included reputation, experience, 
technology and price.  All three were strong 
contenders, so the final selection came down to 
technology and price.  The technology discussion 
revolved around inverters.  We chose micro-inverters 
due to increased efficiencies and difficulties siting 
series inverters in our building.  An added bonus is on-
line monitoring.  Ottawa Solar Power was chosen and 
the OPA and Hydro One contracts were applied for.  
There followed extensive meetings, discussions and 
information sessions within the solar committee, 
Parish Council and the wider parish community to 
determine willingness to proceed and develop a 
funding plan.  Most of the funds were borrowed from 
the various church and parish accounts, to be paid 
back with interest by year 12 of the 20 year contract.  
The rest came from parishioner donations.  Power 
started flowing into the grid on September 9, nine 
months to the day after the first consideration at a 
Parish Council meeting. 
 
Lessons Learned:  

Good information well delivered combined with a lot 
of good listening can move mountains.   

 
Memorable Moment:  
When the church, which started out absolutely 
opposed to the project, became the project's 
strongest supporter. 

 

Solar Project Summary 
Location: Carp, Ontario  
Installation Type: Solar PV 
Capacity: 9.40 kW 

Technical Specs:  
40 –  Conergy P235 – 235 watts 
40 –  Enphase M215 – micro-invertors 
Orientation: South facing roof mounted fixed   

Installed Cost: $63,094  
Installer: Ottawa Solar Power 

Financing Mechanism:   Cooperative model - 
Borrowing from Church and Parish, Parishioner 
donations and grant received from the Ottawa 
Sustainability Fund. 

Brief Timeline: 
Project proposed to faith 
community board February of 2011 
Project approved by faith 
community board May of 2011 

Fund raising begins January of 2011 

Fund raising ends June of 2011 

Project begins July of 2011 
Commissioning - project 
ends: September of 2011 
FIT/microFIT contract 
start date: September 9th, 2011 
Estimated Annual Revenue: $8,245 
Expected Payoff Period: 12 years  
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Islington United Church 
Etobicoke, Ontario 
 

 
 
Community Overview:  
Our Mission: To be an open, friendly and caring 
church where people of all ages are invited to 
discover, explore and develop their spirituality in 
Christ's name. Islington United Church began nearly 
160 years ago as part of a Methodist circuit - a village 
church where a preacher on horseback would stop 
once a week for a worship service with the local farm 
people. Today we are a large, thriving urban/ 
suburban congregation at a busy intersection in a 
major international city. The current neo-Gothic 
sanctuary, constructed in the late 1940s, reminds us 
of our past, as we look upward for strength and 
guidance for the future God has in store for us. The 
beauty of the soaring arches help us to remember 
God's great love for all the world.  
 

Solar Story: Why we have elected to undertake 
these actions. 
 
There are really three (but probably more) dimensions 
in the answer to this question: 

• The spiritual 
• The responsible 
• The practical 

The Spiritual Dimension 
A New Creed of The United Church of Canada (Voices 
United No. 918) calls on us to “live with respect in 
Creation.” The Bible makes many references to the 
natural world – the teeming seas, the lilies of the 
field, the cooing of the turtle dove, the fruitfulness of 
the land, the rivers and gardens, the little sparrow… 
Just as Jesus taught us that he cares just as much 
about one person, one small action, as he does about 
the whole world in the story about the shepherd who 
left his flock of sheep to search for one lost lamb, 
similarly nothing is too small or to insignificant to be 
important to God. In the story of Noah’s ark, Noah 

was told to save every creature, not “as many as 
possible.” The rainbow covenant was intended for 
every living creature, all of whom God loved and 
loves. Genesis 2:5 has a reference to humankind’s 
relationship with the Earth which has often been 
translated into English as “to till it” (with the 
implication of extraction and exploitation) but the 
original text is more correctly translated as “to keep 
it” (with the implication of conserving and sustaining 
through time). We are called to love and care for this 
wonderful world, a gift from God to all living 
creatures, of which we are an integral part. 

The Responsible Dimension 
This brings us to the point that we are all intricately 
connected – with each other, with all other creatures, 
and with all other parts of the world. Ultimately, 
what hurts one, hurts all. Climate change is one big 
example of this truism. Although first called “global 
warming”, the issue is far broader. Massive climate 
changes are experienced in many ways – more 
frequent and more violent hurricanes and tornadoes; 
devastating floods in one part of the world and 
terrible droughts elsewhere. Even here in Canada it’s 
been a wet spring in some areas while droughts have 
contributed to the forest fires in northern Alberta. 
The human cost in our nation is rather modest, 
however, when compared with the impact of drought 
in so much of Africa, for example. There are many 
factors that drive climate change but human activities 
are an important one in the form of carbon dioxide 
released into the atmosphere. Individually, each of us 
cannot save the planet. Collectively, all of us can 
make a difference. Solar power is one contribution we 
can make – reducing the need for natural gas-, oil- 
and coal-powered electrical generating stations which 
lead to the detrimental production of carbon. With a 
hard look at the ecology of our planet – God’s temple 
– we see that we are spoiling our Earth in many ways. 
The time has long since come to find creative 
solutions to protect our environment – solutions that 
take the future seriously and promote living in 
harmony with nature and all people. 

The Practical Dimension 
Finally, some are probably thinking that this is all 
very fine and good and, of course, we care about 
Creation, fulfilling our obligations to our fellow 
creatures, leaving our children and grandchildren a 
planet that is more wonderful than we found it , but 
… can we afford it? Well, actually, yes Islington can. 
The upfront cost of the solar panels and their 
installation will be funded readily out of Islington’s 
trust fund. What’s more, the revenue generated from 
the production of electricity by the solar panels 
results in a payback period to the trust fund of about 
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ten years. This is because we will be connected to the 
Toronto Hydro electrical grid and the power our 
system generates will be fed into the grid at a 
guaranteed rate of 80.2 cents per kilowatt hour for a 
period of 20 years. This revenue stream will not only 
pay for the installation but provide income to the 
church for the duration of our contract. Of course, we 
continue to purchase electricity from Toronto Hydro 
at the going rates. At present, these are dramatically 
lower than 80.2¢/kWh. Once we’ve paid for the 
installation, our income will depend on the difference 
between what we are being paid and what we are 
paying for the power we use. 

Lessons Learned:  
A successful project requires: 
1. Solid Proposition 
2. Great People 
3. Good Supplier 
 

Memorable Moment:  
20 Oct. 2011 - After hook-up of Sunny WebBox & saw 
solar production on monitor - new it was real! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Solar Project Summary 
Location: Etobicoke, Ontario  

Installation Type: Solar PV 
Capacity: 11.5 kW 

Technical Specs:  
48 -  Heliene 240W Model: HEE215M A66 
2 -  SMA 5000 US  240v AC 
Orientation: South facing roof mounted fixed   

Installed Cost: $80,000 
Installer: Solar Grid with Intervolt Electric Lmt. 

Financing Mechanism:    Loan from Islington United 
Trust Funds 
Brief Timeline: 
Project proposed to faith 
community board November of 2010 
Project approved by faith 
community board June of 2011 

Fund raising begins January of 2011 

Fund raising ends April of 2011 

Project begins August of 2011 
Commissioning - project 
ends: October of 2011 
FIT/microFIT contract 
start date: October 18th, 2011 
Estimated Annual Revenue: $13,000 
Expected Payoff Period: 7 to 10 years 
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First United Church  
Owen Sound, Ontario 
 

 
 
Community Overview:  
We worship God together as a friendly Church family, 
open to all, encouraging personal growth and inviting 
commitment to God and all creation. 

 
Solar Story:  
There was much opposition at first, mainly because of 
roof problems in the past and a 3-woman committee 
without much credibility. However, we had great 
backing from the property and finance chair right 
from the beginning.  Great Support from Presbytery 
(instant almost) approval.  Financially fairly easy to 
fund because people really want to invest in the 
environment, especially for personal financial gain of 
5% per annum, and money for the church as well.  It 
helped to get lots of advice/support from 
knowledgeable church members; engineers; 
accountant; lawyer; elders regarding previous funding 
projects; minister on board and very helpful; chosen 
installer also good with explanations, reassurance as 
needed, and a discount for churches $3000.00.  We 
had a great electrician, who provide very good notes 
re: installation challenges, a thorough explanation of 
costs and lots of enthusiasm for the project. To date, 
we’ve generated approximately 4000-5000 kWh’s 
however we are still waiting for our first payment.  
Much local interest, church well-esteemed, new 
members because of forward-thinking profile, 2nd 
United Church in Ontario to hook up, other churches 
seeking advice re process etc., our own church 
looking for other ways to be green now, nay-sayers 
won over.  Their remains much concern about 
repayment of debentures if project fails. 
 

Lessons Learned:  
Keep working in spite of opposition, as they are not 
working as hard as we are, in the long run, and 
eventually fall to the wayside. i.e. one can 

accomplish anything with due respect for others and 
enough hard work. 

 
Memorable Moment:  
Being up on the roof on March 8th, with the 
electrician, throwing the switch to activate the 
panels. 

 

 
 

Solar Project Summary 
Location: Owen Sound, Ontario  

Installation Type: Solar PV 
Capacity: 9.88 kW 

Technical Specs:  
52 –  Yingli – 190 watts 
52 – Enphase 190 micro-invertors 
Orientation: South facing – fixed roof mounted 

Installed Cost: $75,000  
Installer: Sunfish Solar 
Financing Mechanism:   Funds were raised fully by 
issuing debentures 
Brief Timeline: 
Project proposed to faith 
community board May of 2010 
Project approved by faith 
community board September of 2010 

Fund raising begins June of 2010 

Fund raising ends October of 2010 

Project begins November of 2010 
Commissioning - project 
ends: December of 2010 
FIT/microFIT contract 
start date: March 8th, 2011 
Estimated Annual Revenue: $10,500 
Expected Payoff Period: 20 years  
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Hillcrest Mennonite Church 
New Hamburg, Ontario 
 

 
 
Community Overview:  
A mid-sized Mennonite fellowship founded in 1964, 
with a membership of approximately 250 and located 
on the outskirts of New Hamburg.  “We gather to 
encourage and support one another, learn about living 
a life with passion and integrity, wrestle with 
personal, social and environmental issues and have a 
lot of fun along the way.” 

 
Solar Story:  
Rob Yost, the member who spearheaded Hillcrest’s 
solar project and who sits on the Facilities and 
Finance Team as the Green Advocate, was inspired to 
pursue a solar project when he first learned about the 
Green Energy Act and the proposed Feed In Tariffs 
during the spring of 2009.  The Church’s roof had an 
ideal orientation (though they ended up installing a 
ground mounted system).  When first proposed, Rob 
received very positive feedback from the pastor and 
Ministry Coordination Team leader.  The idea was 
soon presented to his team and they also were 
receptive to the idea.  The team soon worked through 
some of the issues and received some quotes and had 
decided to install a 10 kW tracking system in a corner 
of their parking lot.  Rob then lead a few adult 
Sunday school classes where members were educated 
on renewable energy, its importance and value and 
also on the specific plan that the team had for the 
project.  This culminated in an after church meeting 
to discuss the project in great detail where Rob also 
invited guest speakers, a home owner from Kitchener 
who had a system on his house for a few years already 
and Darren Kropf, the Creation Care Coordinator from 
MCCO (Mennonite Central Committee Ontario).  Two 
weeks later at our AGM, they voted and approved the 
project as presented! 
 
Lessons Learned:  
“Educating the congregation on the reasons why we 
should install a solar system and keeping them 
informed of our progress along the way through the 

planning stages was imperative.  Also, I assumed that 
the financial cost of the system would be the biggest 
obstacle.  I spent too much time going over the 
financial benefits and not enough time going over the 
environmental/social benefits and the moral 
obligation to do something about climate change.  I 
also believe there needs to be a solid plan for what to 
do with the financial "profits", profit can be a tough 
thing for churches to deal with, but it really is just 
another gift that needs to be used wisely.” Rob Yost 
 

Memorable Moment: 
A toss up between: 
1. The vote to pass the motion to go ahead 
2. The day the system was connected to the grid 
 

  
Solar Project Summary 
Location: New Hamburg, Ontario  

Installation Type: Solar PV 
Capacity: 9.87 kW 

Technical Specs:  
42 –  Conergy P235PA 
2 –  Aurora Power One PVI 6000 
Orientation: Dual axis tracker – ground mounted   

Installed Cost: $80,000  
Installer: Fritz Construction Services 

Financing Mechanism:   Fifty per cent of the 
$80,000 initial investment was funded through the 
Mennonite Savings and Credit Union and 50 per cent 
was funded through 10-year debentures sold in $1,000 
increments to members of the congregation. 
Brief Timeline: 
Project proposed to faith 
community board May, 2009 
Project approved by faith 
community board February, 2010 

Fund raising begins July, 2010 

Fund raising ends November, 2010 

Project begins December, 2010 
FIT/microFIT contract 
start date February 17, 2010 
Estimated Annual Revenue: $13,500 
Expected Payoff Period: 7-8 years  
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Laidlaw Memorial United Church 
Hamilton, Ontario 
 

 
 
Community Overview:  
Laidlaw Memorial United Church is a beautiful old 
building built in 1912.  The community boasts 140 
members and an average Sunday worship attendance 
of approx. 80 people. 

 
Solar Story:  
In 2008, Laidlaw Memorial United Church was a 
community faced with a dwindling membership, 
continuous budget deficits and a facility requiring 
multiple retrofits including a failed roof.  Slowly, bit 
by bit, the community tackled their budget deficit by 
making small energy and money saving measures in 
just about every aspect of their facility.  From 
installing a 7-day electronic set back thermostat, 
turning off the pilot lights when not in use, turning off 
the water heater in the summer to moving the heat 
ducts from the ceiling to the floor, setting up a 
convection current and making the gym warmer and 
using less fuel.  In the process, they realized that they 
were going green. 

 
When it came time to deal with the cost of a 
replacement roof, it was proposed that the Church 
investigate the possibility of installing solar panels 
through the microFIT program in order to help pay for 
it.  As they say, the rest is history as a mortgage loan 
was taken out to help pay for the new steel roof and 
the solar installation.  On June 4, 2010, the project 
went live. 

 
Lessons Learned:  
Going green is a gift from God, and that For God so 
loved the world (not just people, the world, Gaia, 
creation, the whole earth!) 
 

Memorable Moment: 
1. The day a McMaster University Student toured the 

project, and exclaimed, "you're not just talking 
the talk, you're walking the walk." 

2. The posting of the You Tube video 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccIgfCF-L14 
 

 

Solar Project Summary 
Location: Hamilton, Ontario  
Installation Type: Solar PV 
Capacity: 10 kW 

Technical Specs:  
60 – Day4Energy DAY4 48MC (170W) Panels 
2 – 5000 w SunnyBoy 500 US Invertors 
Orientation: South Facing Fixed – 18 degree angle  

Installed Cost: $68,621  
Installer:  Direct Current Renewable Energy Lmt. 

Financing Mechanism:  Mortgage Loan 
Brief Timeline: 
Project proposed to faith 
community board October, 2008 
Project approved by faith 
community board September, 2009 

Fund raising begins October, 2008 

Fund raising ends October, 2009 

Project begins April of 2010 

Project ends  
FIT/microFIT contract 
start date June, 2010 
Estimated Annual Revenue: $9,800 
Expected Payoff Period: 6.5 years  
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Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 
Maple, Ontario 
 

 
 
Community Overview:  
As Canadians we believe that our country is the most 
beautiful in the world. What better way to show our 
love for this wonderful land than to strive for a safer, 
cleaner environment. 
"Love of Country is part of Faith" Holy Prophet 
Mohammad (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) 
 
Solar Story:  
AMJ Canada has embarked upon a 'Green Initiative' to 
promote the use of renewable energy amongst its 
thousands of community members in Canada. We are 
doing this by implementing renewable energy 
solutions in all our properties including mosques, 
offices and community centers. We are also educating 
and encouraging community members to invest in 
green technologies and adopt renewable energy 
solutions in their homes and businesses. 
 

Lessons Learned:  
The implementation of this project demonstrated how 
powerful community involvement is and how it can 
serve the best interest of the community as a whole 
by providing learning opportunities while working for 
greater good of humanity 
 
Memorable Moment: 
Volunteer involvement, this project was installed by 
GEP with the support of many of the community 
volunteers. Enthusiasm and excitement among the 
community volunteers was very visible. 
 
Other Energy Projects: 
In addition to solar hot water, AMC has installed a 3.7 
kW wind turbine and has helped to fund and install 
solar PV projects in various locations in Africa. 

 
 
 

Solar Project Summary 
Location: Maple, Ontario  
Installation Type: Solar Thermal Domestic Hot water 
Capacity: 7.6 kwh/sq-m/day 
Technical Specs:  
2 – Enerworks Commercial Collector Flat-Plate 25 
Orientation: South Facing Fixed – 45 degree angle  
Installed Cost: $9,600 
Installer: Green Edge Products & Community 
Volunteers 
Financing Mechanism:   Community Donations 
Brief Timeline: 
Project proposed to faith 
community board July of 2009 
Project approved by faith 
community board July of 2009 

Fund raising begins N/A 

Fund raising ends N/A 

Project begins July of 2009 

Project ends August of 2009 
FIT/microFIT contract 
start date N/A 
Estimated Annual Revenue: N/A 
Expected Payoff Period: 4 years  
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Tucker House 
Rockland, Ontario 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Community Overview:  
Tucker House Renewal Centre(THRC) is an 
environmental learning centre based in  a historic 
house built by the Tucker family in the 1870s in 
Rockland, Ontario.  With a mission to promote 
sustainable ways of living in surrounding communities, 
THRC is instigating a Green Design Initiative to make 
the house in a model of sustainability. 

 
Solar Story:  
Tucker House Centre wanted to showcase renewable 
energy by completing a microFIT installation on site.  
As an environmental centre, we wanted to produce 
our own energy and provide an example for 
community members.  It was also an opportunity for 
financial sustainability for our organization. 

 
Lessons Learned:  
One lesson learned was the long timeframe between 
the original idea for the project in Fall 2009 to the 
actual completion in summer 2011.  In particular, 
there was a significant delay between March 2010 
when the application was submitted to OPA and Sep 
2010 when a conditional offer was received.  This 
meant that we could not complete the project until 
the new year and delays with the LDC resulted in a 
delay with our Spring completion.  Patience was the 
key lesson learned in this project! 

 
Memorable Moment: 
Our most memorable event was the June 2011 Green 
Design Launch event that took place at Tucker House 
Renewal Centre.  Although our installed solar array 
was still not officially connected to the grid, we were 
able to tour community members throughout the 
facility and showcase the solar project. 
 

 

Solar Project Summary 
Location: Rockland, Ontario  

Installation Type: Solar PV 
Capacity: 8.55 kW 

Technical Specs:  
45 –  Trina TSM-PA05 235W 
45 –  Enphase M190 
Orientation: South facing, seasonably adjusted 
ground mount 
Installed Cost: $73,000  
Installer: EcoGen Energy Inc 
Financing Mechanism:    
1. Grants received by TD Friends of the Environment, 
the Community Foundation of Ottawa, the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation;   
2. Loans from Community Forward Fund and Private 
loan 
3. Capital Campaign: Adopt-a-solar cell 
Brief Timeline: 
Project proposed to faith 
community board Fall of 2009 
Project approved by faith 
community board Winter of 2009-2010 

Fund raising begins Fall of 2009 

Fund raising ends Ongoing 

Project begins Fall of 2010 

Project ends June of 2011 
FIT/microFIT contract 
start date July of 2011 
Estimated Annual Revenue: $9,500 
Expected Payoff Period: 7 years  
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Scarboro Foreign Mission Society 
Scarborough, Ontario 

 
Community Overview:  
A Catholic missionary society with fifteen staff onsite 
and 25 elderly residents.  A retreat centre also 
averages 35 users a day. 
 
Solar Story:  
Leadership was interested in becoming greener and 
energy conscious.  Went to a workshop on solar and 
got help from GSS.  Looking at costs, where would we 
benefit from the greatest return on our money.  Did 
solar hot water on the section of the building where 
people lived and the kitchen. 

Scarboro Missions supports this interfaith initiative 
and conducted an energy audit of its Toronto central-
house with the assistance of Greening Sacred Spaces. 
From this, Scarboro did several energy and water 
efficient retrofits including lights, insulation, weather 
stripping, thermal windows, and a solar assisted water 
heater. 

A solar water heater will soon be installed to provide 
up to 70% of hot water needs for the residence and 
the kitchen (with 50% of the cost covered by federal 
and provincial grants, and a GSS grant covering 
another $7,500.) 
 
Lessons Learned:  
Government grants for such things as solar water 
heaters can take much longer to come through than 
planned. 

 
Memorable Moment: 
Exciting to see the solar panels go up on to the roof 
and showing everybody how it was going to work.  See 
it all come together, and to know that this was going 
to assist with the hot water. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Solar Project Summary 
Location: Scarborough, Ontario  
Installation Type: Solar Thermal Domestic Hot water 
Capacity: 10.8 kW thermal 
Technical Specs:  
Abacus Solar Hot Water System; Model # Abacus 
AP-30, Abacus Sentinel S6 
Orientation: South Facing Fixed – 45 degree angle  
Installed Cost: $ 59,028.54 
Installer: Generation PV 
Financing Mechanism:   50% Scarboro Missions, 
25% Federal, 25% Provincial, $7ooo.oo to Scarboro 
Missions from Faith & the Common Good 
Brief Timeline: 
Project proposed to faith 
community board August of 2007 
Project approved by faith 
community board N/A 

Fund raising begins N/A 

Fund raising ends N/A 

Project begins January of 2009 

Project ends March of 2009 
FIT/microFIT contract 
start date N/A 
Estimated Annual Revenue: N/A 
Expected Payoff Period: 10 years  
 

photo: Fr. John Carten  
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Richards Memorial United Church 
London, Ontario 
 

 
 
Community Overview:  

"We are a caring community.  Through Worship, 
Teaching, Outreach and Fellowship, we share God's 
love." 
 

Solar Story:  
On December 30, 2010, Richards Memorial United 
Church completed a solar-installation project that 
reflects the United Church of Canada “Mission 
Theme” for 2010 of “Living for the Earth”, with its 
emphasis on care for our environment. This solar-
installation project is a 10-kilowatt, micro-FIT (Feed 
in Tariff) solar system for the large south-facing roof. 
This project is expected to generate 14-megawatt 
hours of green electricity per year. Ontario Power 
Authority (OPA) will purchase this electricity through 
a 20-year contract, at the rate of 80.2 cents per 
kilowatt hour, resulting in about $11,000 of annual 
income for the church. 

Solar-generated electricity at Richards Memorial 
United Church will be an inspiration for both the local 
and larger community. It will reduce carbon emissions 
by 11 tons per year, the equivalent of 2.7 acres of 
carbon absorbing forest. The income generated will 
support the church operating costs and many outreach 
programs. The church and its social action activities 
will be more visible, encouraging people in our 
community to participate in our church. The risk of 
the project is minimal because the solar installation 
costs and the loan interest will be fully paid within 8-
9 years. The income to make the payments on the 
$87,000 loan is guaranteed by a 20-year contract with 
Ontario Power Authority. The solar system is expected 
to last 5 to 10 years beyond the 20-year contract with 
an estimated benefit of another $27,000 to $54,000. 
The 4% interest paid on the borrowed funds will give a 
good return to the United Church Council of Middlesex 

Presbytery for their loan to us of $87,000 to finance 
the project. 

Lessons Learned:  
Don't do installation in the snow - snow storms set our 
project back and increased costs. 

 
Memorable Moment:   
The arrival of the inverter after church on a snowy 
December Sunday. 
 

 
 

 

Solar Project Summary 
Location: London, Ontario  
Installation Type: Solar PV 
Capacity: 10 kW 

Technical Specs:  
50 –  Schuco 230 PSO4 modules 
1 Solectria Renewable/PV1 10KW 
Orientation: South facing roof mounted fixed   

Installed Cost: $87,000  
Installer: Direct Current Renewable Energy Lmt. 

Financing Mechanism:   A 4% interest loan from the 
United Church Council of Middlesex Presbytery. 
Brief Timeline: 
Project proposed to faith 
community board April of 2010 
Project approved by faith 
community board July of 2010 

Fund raising begins September of 2010 

Fund raising ends November of 2010 

Project begins November of 2010 
Commissioning - project 
ends: December of 2010 
FIT/microFIT contract 
start date: December 20, 2010 
Estimated Annual Revenue: $11,000 
Expected Payoff Period: 8-9 years  
 


