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ST. LUKE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH

URBAN SIDEWALK COMMUNITY
GARDEN
Empty spaces that had once held city shade trees for more than 30 years have been
transformed by St. Luke’s Parish through the installation of gardens to grow fresh produce
for the local St. Luke’s Table meal program. These gardens are now a valuable community
asset and have brought back to life a treasured local green oasis that had turned into a
grey corner of the dense urban neighborhood.

BACKGROUND
The removal of dying ash trees on the Bell Street
side of the building provided an opportunity
for both the parish and St. Luke’s Table. Empty
spaces where the trees used to be sparked an
idea for a new type of garden. It is very visible,
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and demonstrates that faith communities can care
for creation while working to improve local food
security.
Removal of the trees meant that St. Luke’s had
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three empty garden beds sitting on interlocking
brick. Located close to the entrance to St. Luke’s
Table, it was easy to visualize a connection between
a garden and the kitchen inside. The organizers
visualized the kitchen making use of fresh produce
to augment the offerings they provide to streetinvolved visitors five days a week.

OUTDOOR GREENING CASE STUDIES
was refreshing and uplifting to see plants growing
rather than just the hard surfaces of walls and
sidewalk that seemed very bare after the trees
had been removed. Also they were pleasantly
surprised that the gardens were respected by
those who passed by (including dog walkers,
smokers and other pedestrians) despite the
gardens’ location at ground level. The volunteers
grew kale, tomatoes, herbs and other plants in
the first year and discovered that the location was
perfect in terms of sun and they found that the
large stone wall helped as a heat sink also.

RESULTS
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PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION
St. Luke’s Anglican parish started the project with
a small dedicated garden team of four volunteers
and some funding from a micro-grant from Faith
& The Common Good’s Ottawa Chapter and some
individual donations to purchase cedar planks and
fresh soil. They were very resourceful and used
old newspapers for mulch and brought water
from an off-site location as there was no access to
water on the garden side of the church. Their trial
run in the first year turned out to be a valuable
learning experience. The garden beds were
far too shallow and the tree stumps and roots
crowded the limited space. The organizers found,
however, that the project was still very valuable
to both the congregation and St. Luke’s Table. It
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For their second year they received advice from
Just Food Ottawa in the spring on the best way to
proceed with their gardens and they also attended
a presentation done by a local horticultural group
on container gardening. They continued with
their garden for the second summer and at the
end of the season (as they were the last garden
approved in the city for funding for the year) they
received funding support from Just Food to create
fully raised garden beds, with two built out of
stone. A local business, Merkley Supply, nearby
provided crushed stone and sand for the base
of the raised beds and also donated engineered
stone and kindly matched it with the stone of the
church foundation.
Now they are seeking to explore more opportunities
to collaborate with other organizations that
have social and health goals and they have also
strengthened their partnership with St. Luke’s
Table.
St. Luke’s Table is working towards
developing a “gardening hub” with volunteers
organized by a designated leader.
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LESSONS LEARNED
Raised bed gardening provides
many benefits: These types of beds are
really practical for small spaces and sidewalk
gardens. The raised beds also make it easier
for seniors and those with mobility challenges
to help with gardening. Keep in mind that the
beds should not be too wide as you want to
be able to easily reach into the middle.

Local resources for funding and
knowledge are keys to success:
St. Luke’s appreciated all the local resources
including funding support for local community
gardens and educational opportunities on
various gardening topics through both the
community gardening network and a local
gardening club that had a presentation on
container gardening. More funding support for
local community gardens from various sources
would be beneficial. Faith communities can
apply for environmental grants as a charity
but may be more successful if working with
multiple partners.
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Have a “Plan B” for your gardening project: Any type of greening is beneficial
to a parish and its surrounding community. If there are not enough volunteers to maintain
a community garden, consider a landscaping option that requires less maintenance. Add
perennials and shrubs and symbolic plants such as Bleeding Heart (a recommendation of
KAIROS, following the completion of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Report). Any
beautification efforts will be appreciated. It could be as simple as geraniums and chocolate
mint.
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MEMORABLE MOMENTS
St. Luke’s Community Garden has become
an extension of the parish’s mission beyond
the walls of the building. It’s a visible sign
of creation and a means of engaging people
and has helped them become a more integral
part of the community. When the volunteer
gardeners are there, they chat with passersby
who show interest in what’s going on. The
gardeners have often been there when The
Table and the church were not open. On several
occasions, they assisted people in need. It’s
just what happens when ministry isn’t limited
by bricks and mortar!

St. Luke’s Anglican Church
760 Somerset Street West
Ottawa ON
K1R 6P9
StLukesOttawa.ca
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Supported by:
Part of a series of 10 Outdoor Greening
Case Studies developed in Ottawa.
Find the full report at
FaithCommonGood.Org
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