
TORONTO

EXTREME WEATHER FACTS

How does Toronto’s extreme
weather affect your health?

What is the extreme weather outlook
for Toronto within the next 25 years? 

Heat stroke and other heat related illnesses. (In 2003
a heat wave killed 70,000 people in Europe.)

Heat contributes to poor air quality that increases
cardiovascular and respiratory illness, asthma and
seasonal allergies.

Transportation issues: snow, ice, flooding and heat
related damage to roads.

Power and communication outages: felled trees, ice,
increased demand for hydro.

Water insecurity: flooding and drought. Water borne
diseases and water contamination.

Infectious diseases carried by insects, rodents, birds
and ticks migrating to Toronto’s warmer climate. 

Food insecurity and increased food prices.

Psychological stress.

Expect the unexpected! Extreme swings in
weather will be the new normal. 2040-2049  

Heat
Maximum summer temperatures will soar from 33°C
to 44°C. Number of days above 30°C will jump from
20 to 66 days.

Nearly five times the number of heat waves.

Rain
Fewer storms with more rain. Especially in July and
August.

Maximum rainfall in one day will jump from 60 mm
to 166 mm.

Cold
Generally milder winters but with unusual very cold
spells.

Toronto’s extreme weather timeline.

For questions about how extreme weather affects Toronto call City Hall at 311.

2000 - 100 year storm (a 100 year storm is 

rainfall causing flooding that is expected only

once in 100 years–up until now.)

2001 - First ever heat alert. 

2005 - RECORD-Warmest June ever. 41 days over

30°C.100 year storm: August 153 mm of rain fell in

three hours and washed out part of Finch Avenue.

2006 - RECORD year for major storms. Tornadoes

40 kilometers from Toronto.

2008 - RECORD- Snowiest February ever. Wettest

year on record including snow and rain. 

2010 - RECORD  Warmest April ever. Wettest June

ever with 192 mm of rain. 2010 World’s hottest year ever.

2011 - RECORD- July temperature of 37.9°C. 

2012 - 100 year storm. RECORD March heat wave

broke daily record at 26°C.

2013 - RECORD- Daily rainfall July 126.4 mm

caused major flooding. December ice storm plunged

30% of the city into darkness.

2014 - RECORD- World’s hottest year ever.

2015 - RECORD Coldest February ever. 

RECORD-Warmest December in living memory.

RECORD- 2015 World’s hottest year ever.

2016 - RECORD Hottest summer with 39 days at or

above 30°C. Temperatures above 35°C occurred in

June, July, August and September. 

RECORD World’s hottest year ever.  


