
New England By-Election 
 2nd December  2017 

 
Please note: Jeff Madden (Independent), Tristam Smyth, Dean Carter (Independent), Barnaby           
Joyce (Nationals), Rob Taber (Independent), David Ewings (Australian Labor Party), Donald           
Cranney (Rise Up Australia Party), Jamie McIntyre (21st Century Australia), MEOW-MEOW,           
Meow-Ludo Disco Gamma (Australian Science Party) and Ian Britza (Australian Country Party)            
did not provide responses for inclusion.  
 
Answers are provided in order of ballot listing.  
 
*In the interests of brevity, some answers have been shortened. Please contact            
info@farmersforclimateaction.org.au for a full copy of the responses.  
 
Question One: Farmers across Australia, including New England are on the frontline of             
climate change with extended heat waves, drought, changing frost windows and extreme            
weather events increasing in frequency and severity. Can you outline your policies for             
action on climate change and supporting the agricultural sector and rural communities            
with climate adaptation and resilience?  
 
Richard Stretton: Christian Democratic Party 
We are very concerned about the difficulties that the farmers are having and we recognise that                
many claims are made about climate change and yet if we place all the blame here we will not                   
be taking immediate actions to sort out the issues that we can. It is important to note that the                   
droughts and flood within the whole of Australia has been common for many years in fact                
centuries; Dorothy McKellar wrote in her poem about the sunburnt country of droughts and              
flooding rains and so we know that such seasonal changes are a very much part of the                 
Australian landscape. Even the folklore of our Aboriginal peoples demonstrates the vast            
changes in weather patterns and as such we must consider their wisdom and not rush to wrong                 
conclusions. 
 
It is our considered view water needs to be carefully managed and this will mean that mining                 
and other water uses not related to farming will need to curb their water consumption. We also                 
believe where possible we should encourage off river dams, as well where dams are already               
established we should consider the practicality of river diversion to make the dam an off river                
dam.  
 
Skyla Wagstaff: Animal Justice Party  
We are rapidly changing the climate. It isn’t only getting warmer but less predictable. The AJP                
absolutely understands that farmers, particularly crop and plant based farmers are suffering the             
ever worsening and unpredictable side effects of climate change. 

 

mailto:info@farmersforclimateaction.org.au


There is a huge body of evidence that points at animal agriculture being the largest contributor                
to greenhouse gas emissions worldwide. (References provided) This is not scaremongering or            
about taking peoples livelihood’s away but is about acknowledging the evidence and supporting             
the transition to a plant based agricultural system. Just like the growth in renewables has               
created new, more sustainable jobs so too can plant based agriculture. The difference being is               
that we need to better prepare and support those in the animal agriculture industry to transition. 

 
The AJP has clear objectives and policy solutions to slow the rate of climate change and                
support farmers and those in the community that are most at risk. These objectives include a                
rapid transition to carbon free energy infrastructure, to rapidly transform Australian agriculture to             
allow reforestation by reducing grazing, to prohibit any fossil fuel expansion, implement a             
carbon tax on both the coal and animal agriculture industries, direct carbon taxes into clean               
energy solutions, sustainable plant-based food agriculture systems and education, protect          
existing forests and marine habitats from further destruction  

 
Andrew Potts: Affordable Housing Party 
Climate Change is one of the biggest challenges facing the human race and we need to                
transition to a net zero emissions economy as quickly as possible. The agricultural sector has a                
big part to play in that in hosting renewable energy installations and providing carbon sinks to                
remove CO2 from the atmosphere and that role should be supported with Government funding.              
Hemp is a prime crop for this because it is extremely fast growing, can be grown in a wide                   
variety of climates and is extremely versatile in the range of products that can be produced from                 
it. The longer we leave this issue unaddressed the more it will cost us in the long term so it's                    
smarter to make the investment now. Getting ahead of the curve in developing new clean               
technologies will also be very important for the Australian economy going forward. 
 
William Burke: Sustainable Australia Party 
Sustainable Australia supports the science that humans are contributing to climate change.            
Australia should contribute to staying below 1.5 degrees global temperature rise compared to             
pre-industrial levels, by lowering greenhouse gas emissions to levels that meet and exceed its              
international commitments. 
  
This should include: 
◦Funding and subsidising research and development into renewable energy technologies and           
energy efficiency initiatives. 
◦Imposing a moratorium on all new export-based coal mines in Australia. 
◦Imposing a moratorium on all fracking, including for coal seam gas, until a thorough              
independent evaluation of fugitive emissions and groundwater contamination is completed. 
◦Phasing out fossil fuel subsidies (excluding the Diesel Fuel Rebate). 
◦Achieving a sustainable population with slower growth and encourage Australians to reduce            
their individual carbon footprint. 
◦Vigorously lobbying other nations to ensure fair and reasonable global action on greenhouse             
gas emissions. 



◦Adopting a renewable energy target that assists Australia to meet its international            
commitments. 
◦Adopting a global carbon pricing mechanism that does not unfairly penalise trade-exposed            
Australian industries. 
 
Warwick Stacey: Seniors United Party of Australia * 
I support Australia's agricultural industry, and will always do so. It has been the backbone of                
Australia's wealth and prosperity, and is essential for our self- sufficiency in food and all other                
agricultural products. I also believe Australia can be the bread-basket of Asia, which will bring               
wealth to farmers and prosperity to Australia, and I will work towards making this happen. 
Climate Change used to be known as Global Warming. When the world stopped warming more               
than 20 years ago, environmental activists changed the name to 'Climate Change'. 
 
I am sure farmers across New England are experiencing changes in climate in their life-times,               
but that does not mean a cycle of never-experienced-before extreme weather events are             
caused by man. My own great-grandparents were forced from their rural property in Queensland              
during the drought of the 1890s, having held out for a number of years, then having to quit the                   
year before the drought broke. Dorothea Mackellar accurately summed up Australia's weather            
and climate in her 1904 poem My Country. 
 
Peter Mailler: Country Minded* 
The notion of Climate and Environment here refers deliberately to long time-frames of at least               
generational nature. CountryMinded is vitally concerned with seasonal variability in weather           
and biodiversity, but the context of this statement is this longer time-frame and more focused on                
the cumulative impacts of our actions over time. 
 
Science is our best tool for understanding the world around us. Science is responsible for the                
knowledge that has produced the technology we rely on in the modern world. 
 
Over 97% of published scientific papers support the view that human activity is warming the               
climate, largely through the extraction of stored fossil fuels and that such warming has a high                
likelihood of resulting in adverse consequences. This high level of scientific agreement is very              
unusual and other debates that have ultimately been resolved into widespread agreement have             
generally achieved a considerably lower level of scientific consensus.  
 
In view of the above points, society must at least adopt the precautionary principle and agree                
that global carbon dioxide emissions need to be constrained. CountryMinded is willingly,            
ethically, morally and culturally committed to doing no harm and leaving the nation and by               
inference the climate that affects it better than we found it where possible. 
 
However, it remains necessary to encourage and support the sustainable development of            
natural ecosystems to pursue sustainable agricultural production systems to the best of our             
ability and with the best intent to grow the economic prosperity of the nation.  



In response to the issues raised above CountryMinded would: 
• support and extend the Mandatory Renewable Energy Target; 
• provide direct and meaningful support to land managers to facilitate the delivery of             
meaningful ecoservices in the ordinary conduct of their business; 
• support a carbon pricing scheme that does not impinge unfairly on small business or              
agricultural enterprise; 
 
Peter Wills: Australian Greens 
The Greens recognise that climate change impacts many aspects of modern life and must be               
addressed across many policy areas. There is an urgent need to both reduce emissions to limit                
the severity of climate change and to proactively plan for a more hostile climate. 
 
The Australian Greens want net zero, or net negative Australian greenhouse gas emissions             
within a generation.  
 
100% of electricity in Australia to come from renewable sources as soon as possible, by               
increasing the renewable energy target (RET) and, in addition, measures such as feed-in tariffs              
and regulations to support a range of renewable energy generation and storage.  
 
We need to identify and strategically manage the likely impacts of climate change on the               
sustainability of our current agricultural practices. Assistance and incentives for land managers            
to encourage long-term risk-reduction strategies including adaptation to likely climate change           
impacts. 
 
Question Two The New England region features a growing number of renewable energy             
installations - offering significant benefits for farmer hosts and regional communities           
while supporting the transition to a clean energy future. Can you outline your policies for               
the future of Australia’s renewable industry?  
 
Richard Stretton, Christian Democratic Party 
We believe our energy production must be as diverse as possible using the best possible               
means to produce electricity – the critical factors cost of the production of electricity, cost of the                 
productions of the plant and equipment needed, the life span of the components of the plant, the                 
pollution impact during the whole process including the production of the plant and equipment,              
the process of producing electricity and the final recycling and the disposal of the plant and                
equipment – with this in mind we will call for a full enquiry into the whole process so direct                   
comparisons can be made and from that recommendations of best practice in electricity             
production . Most of this falls in the state area of responsibility and so federally it would in many                   
areas be an advisory role.  
 
Skyla Wagstaff: Animal Justice Party  
AJP supports the sourcing of clean energy that minimises habitat destruction or other harmful              



impacts on animals and the environment. It is a key objective of the AJP to greatly support                 
renewable energy as a priority in protecting and strengthen Australian natural resources.  
Australia is blessed with such unique ecosystems that are in serious threat for our future               
generations and this is as a direct result of the past failures of decision makers in particular the                  
current government. 
Whilst the need for action is urgent we must ensure that those that are most affected and that                  
those that can make the most difference are listened to, are supported and are encouraged               
along rather than dragged along. We cannot afford a one step forward, two step backward               
approach. We need a government that can make decisions for the next 20-30 years not for the                 
next election cycle. 
 
Andrew Potts: Affordable Housing Party 
I believe Australia can and needs to transition to a net zero carbon economy using a mix of                  
solar, wind, geothermal and tidal power generation using pumped hydro for base load supply. 
This can be achieved by properly funding the Clean Energy Innovation Fund, Clean Energy              
Finance Corporation, Australian Renewable Energy Agency and the CSIRO. 
Pumped hydro does not remove water from the supply for agriculture and pumped hydro              
infrastructure hosted on agricultural land could potentially provide an additional income stream            
for the farmer. 
Using pumped hydro to move water from one dam to another at different elevations on a                
property could also use a farm's stored water resources to bank electricity for the farmer and                
nearby communities. 
 
William Burke: Sustainable Australia Party 
As outlined above, we see renewable energy as the future. Along with stabilising Australia’s              
population (energy demand), we should transition to renewable energy as a matter of urgency. 
 
Warwick Stacey: Seniors United Party of Australia*  
I believe renewable energy will be developed to the extent that it is much more efficient than it is                   
today. Whether it is cost-effective or not is another matter. 
 
I do not support the huge government subsidies provided to renewable energy operators. Since              
2007, government interference in energy markets via RETs and huge subsidies for renewable             
energy operators have distorted the market and contributed to the five-fold increase in electricity              
prices, disconnections for more than 100,000 households and businesses, financial stress for            
more than 250,000 households and businesses, base load unreliability, blackouts, and the            
threat of further blackouts. If elected, I will demand that government cease all RET subsidies               
immediately and let renewable energy operators survive or fail on their own merits. 
 
I will also demand that energy operators not be permitted to act as energy retailers. 
Furthermore, I will demand that a national conversation be commenced about clean coal (ultra              
supercritical coal-fired power plants) and nuclear energy. Australia has the highest deposits of             



clean coal and uranium, which we export, but refuse to use in our own country, for our benefit.                  
This is hypocrisy, industrial suicide and stupidity of the highest order. 
 
Peter Mailler: Country Minded* 
Providing energy security is vital improving commercial investment in industry and driving            
economic activity going forward. It is a primary responsibility of our elected representatives to              
provide certainty and confidence for private investment. Private investment that accompanies           
investments made by governments creates a multiplier effect on the value achieved for the              
community from careful use of taxpayer funds. 
 
Renewable energy opportunities exist throughout regional Australia. The New England is           
blessed with excellent resources for solar, wind and hydro generation with storage. 
Australia has not yet adequately planned for optimised investment and development in            
renewable technologies. The New England has an exceptional opportunity to demonstrate and            
benefit from leadership in this field. 
 
Energy generation close to energy consumption eliminates transmission losses and provides a            
key means to reduce the cost of operating transmission infrastructure by eliminating the need              
for line upgrades while meeting increasing demand for energy. Putting clean generators close             
to loads will significantly reduce retail cost of power over time.  
 
If elected, then immediately post election CountryMinded will arrange an energy strategy            
planning forum for New England. The forum will incorporate input from local governments, state              
planning, regulators, network operators, developers, investors and research agencies (including          
universities). 
 
This process would streamline development opportunities for renewables in the region. By            
minimising development risk, we minimise the final cost of energy. 
 
The most important ultimate outcoming is improving consumer and investor confidence by            
ensuring affordable and reliable supply of power. 
 
The costs of undertaking such a planning project will certainly be significantly lower than the               
overall cost of the current adhoc development model and provide significantly better commercial             
outcomes. The overall costs will be minimal if undertaken in a cooperative research model              
incorporating joint commercial and government funding.  
 
It is essential that an integrated planning and assessment model is implemented with input from               
commercial and government interests. The process must not hobbled by excessive           
bureaucratic interference. At present, the bureaucrats time is consumed with adhoc           
development enquires many of which will go nowhere. They will therefore understand that a              
pre-approval of specific zones will considerably reduce their workload. The pre-approval will            
make the them much more effective and this will engender the support of the bureaucracy. 



 
Peter Wills: Australian Greens 
The climate challenge is an opportunity to transform Australia into a carbon-neutral powerhouse             
that creates new jobs and a cleaner planet. 
 
Australia needs to plan for a future that does not rely on fossil fuels for export or electricity                  
generation. Just transition assistance should be provided to communities and workers affected            
by closure of fossil fuel based mining and electricity generation industries. 
 
The Greens policy is for 90% Renewable by 2030 Australia wide, and in NSW case 100% by                 
2030. In New England North West we're already there: The combined capacity of the Glen               
Innes/Inverell Sapphire, White Rock, and Moree solar and wind projects will be 3x the              
residential power needs of the entire region, making us a net exporter of clean renewable               
power. 
 
Question Three; New England farmers have been impacted by competing land use from             
the fossil fuel sector with coal mining and coal seam gas / fracking highlighted as core                
issues of concern. Can you outline how you will protect Australia’s prime agricultural             
land from the impacts of fossil fuel exploration and development?  
 
Richard Stretton CDP 
Our considered view is that coal seam gas extraction ought not to take place unless a totally                 
safe extraction method is found, we believe the so called shortage is industry driven so as to                 
place pressure on the resistance to coal seam gas so as to gain access to all areas where coal                   
seam gas is potentially found. The potential damage to our underground water cannot be              
overstated for once damaged the process of cleaning the contaminations is not even known as               
yet and so much water can be unusable in a land where water, at times is very scarce. As to                    
coal mining – it is most wise to carefully evaluate all farming land and other significant land that                  
ought to be preserved for current use and not mined. We are concerned that the current mining                 
practices are not as we would like to see them as often the excessive water use and a lot of                    
degrading of the land in and around the mine so we will create stronger regulations to address                 
these concerns.  
 
Skyla Wagstaff: Animal Justice Party  
Fossil fuels, including natural gas, will not be part of any final clean energy solution to climate                 
change. It makes no sense to transition to natural gas, only to have to replace it with something                  
better in the near future. AJP recommends that there should be no expansion of natural gas                
use, whether from coal seam or other sources. AJP recommends that current natural gas use               
be rapidly phased out in favour of clean energy technologies. 
We must protect our land, our waterways, our environment for the benefit of all. To have large                 
global companies come in and damage our environment forever just so they can export gas or                
coal for the benefit of the few is not the Australian way. 
 



Andrew Potts: Affordable Housing Party 
Agriculture and aquifers should always come before mining. You can only mine the land once               
and if it's done wrong you can ruin the water table. Environmental considerations need to be                
taken very seriously when approving any mining projects. 
We need to stop investing in dirty 19th Century technologies in powering our society. 
 
William Burke: Sustainable Australia Party 
As outlined above, we would put a moratorium on all new export-based coal mines, and any on                 
prime agricultural land. We would also have a moritoroium on all fracking, including for coal               
seam gas 
 
Warwick Stacey: Seniors United Party of Australia*  
As noted (last paragraph of answer to Q. 1. above), I support agriculture. 
I support all mining where appropriate environmental safeguards are in place and mining is              
properly regulated. I also support CSG if it is approached and conducted with a comprehensive               
cost-benefit analysis, full disclosure of facts, and with significant benefits to the community and              
to Australia. 
 
In considering competing industries (in this case agriculture and mining), rigorous cost-benefit            
analysis must be conducted to assess both industries in a given geographical area and              
determine which offers the greater medium and long-term benefits. Community consultation is            
also essential (no government by fiat from far-away Canberra or Macquarie Street), and             
widespread benefits for locals (jobs, training, skills and prosperity) and for Australia (revenue via              
taxation) must be evident and confirmed. 
 
Peter Mailler: Country Minded* 
CountryMinded is committed to the prioritisation of agriculture and the protection of agriculturally             
important natural resources. 
 
CountryMinded is also committed to objective evidence based policy. In the situation of             
extractive industries and the conflicting science, biased as it may be, the precautionary principle              
must prevail. Consideration must be given both to the likelihood of a particular outcome and the                
severity of a particular outcome. 
 
In relation to disruption of essential ground water supplies and its impact on current and future                
production, CountryMinded is conservative in its view and would necessarily oppose any            
extractive industry that poses a threat to these resources. 
 
The onus of proof must lie with the extractive industry proponents to prove that their intended                
activity will have no lasting impact on the productivity of the agricultural landscape. 
In response to the issues raised above CountryMinded would: 
• Oppose CSG and the extension of coal extraction until there is no risk to groundwater               
assets, productive agricultural land and human health. 



• Prioritise the right of agricultural enterprise over extractive industries in access           
negotiations. 
Ultimately the Water Trigger under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Act is the final              
legislative protection, but it only applies to big coal and coal seam gas proposals. The current                
review of the Shenhua Watermark mine by the Department of Environment is a significant test               
of the Coalition’s commitment to this. 
 
Peter Wills: Australian Greens 
The overwhelming scientific evidence of human-induced global warming demands that all           
nations substantially reduce greenhouse gas emissions and bring about a transition away from             
fossil fuels to 100% renewable energy.  
 
New South Wales, as a major coal producer, has a particular responsibility to end the reliance                
on coal and urgently begin the transition to a low carbon and energy efficient economy. 
 
Given that coal mined in NSW is a major source of greenhouse gases, The Greens are                
committed to phasing out the coal industry and its replacement with a jobs-rich, clean energy               
economy 
 
Coal Seam Gas (CSG) is not a 'clean transition' fuel because of the potential for substantial                
fugitive methane emissions associated with extraction and distribution. CSG may prove to be             
more damaging to the climate than coal. 
 
The Greens advocate that, agricultural land is identified, assessed and protected from extractive             
industries.  
 
The Greens have been fighting alongside the farmers of the Liverpool Plains since 2008,              
supporting the community every step of the way, and were the first party to do so. 
 
Question Four: Many New England farmers are leading the way in championing            
regenerative agriculture and carbon farming. Can you outline how your policies will            
provide the right framework to maximise the benefits of carbon farming for the New              
England electorate? 
 
Richard Stretton CDP 
For many years we have had policies that encourage the planting of trees – we recognise that                 
the value of having trees as the assist in preventing soil erosion and retain vital moisture in the                  
soil. Our incentives to plant trees include tax deductibility for the cost of the trees both at                 
planting and at 5 years of the tree to ensure the future of the trees beyond planting.  
 
Skyla Wagstaff: Animal Justice Party  
Carbon Farming is farming in a way that reduces greenhouse gas emissions or captures and               
holds carbon in vegetation and soils. The AJP supports farming methods that acknowledge and              



seek to remedy the global challenge of climate change through sustainable farming. As stated              
previously, it is the AJP’s view, and that of the multitudes of studies and evidence, that the best                  
way to do this is to phase out animal agriculture. This would mean an expanded plant based                 
agricultural industry that would also need to transition to more sustainable methods such as              
moving away from monocrop farming systems. 
 
Andrew Potts: Affordable Housing Party  
Plant agriculture has a huge role to play in removing CO2 from the atmosphere. Hemp is a                 
prime crop for this, and potentially also non-invasive clumping species of bamboo that are also               
extremely fast growing. However for the hemp industry to truly bloom in Australia there needs to                
be the capacity to process the raw material and there needs to be more government support for                 
growing that side of the industry. 
 
William Burke: Sustainable Australia Party 
Sustainable Australia is supportive of many activities, including carbon farming, that lower our             
carbon and ecological footprints. 
 
Warwick Stacey: Seniors United Party of Australia  
New England farmers are leading the way in carbon farming, and I support this. 
Annual Australian per capita CO2 emissions are in the order of 20 tonnes per person. There are                 
30 hectares of forest and 74 hectares of grassland for every Australian. CO2 is plant food and                 
each hectare of forest and grassland annually sequesters about 1 tonne of CO2 by              
photosynthesis. Crops remove even more CO2 from the atmosphere. 
 
On the continental Australian landmass, Australians are removing by natural sequestration three            
to five times the amount of CO2 they emit. Australia’s net contribution to atmospheric CO2 is                
negative and this is confirmed by the net CO2 flux estimates from the IBUKI satellite CO2 data                 
set. 
 
Australia’s continental shelf is 2,500,000 square kilometers in area. Carbon dioxide dissolves in             
ocean water and the cooler the water the more CO2 dissolves in water. Living organisms extract                
dissolved CO2 and calcium from seawater to build corals and shells. This natural marine              
sequestration locks away even more Australian emissions of CO2 and adds to the negative              
contribution of atmospheric CO2 made by Australia. 
 
Peter Mailler: Country Minded* 
I support a carbon pricing scheme that does not impinge unfairly on small business or               
agricultural enterprise. 

  
It is important for farmers that the production sector is considered separately in any carbon               
pricing scheme to ensure producers are not forced to subsidise consumers for the carbon              
emitted on consumption. 

  



Any carbon pricing scheme must attribute the cost of emissions equitably across the value chain               
where they occur. Farmers will pay the carbon cost of their inputs, but should also be assigned                 
credits for the carbon assimilated in their product as it leaves the farm.  

  
A scheme structured this way will ensure adequate rewards to farmers to incentivise and              
adequately fund regenerative agriculture and carbon farming systems. 
 
Peter Wills: Australian Greens 
Ongoing innovation, research, development and education are essential to maintain and           
improve the sustainability and prosperity of Australian agriculture and ecosystems -- which is             
why the Greens in 2016 announced a $100 million research package over for years for a public                 
Australian Centre for Sustainable Agriculture, to be located in a regional city. 
 
In addition, Greens intend to put the funding for Landcare onto a stable and predictable footing,                
through the establishment of a national Landcare Trust in perpetuity. This will keep Landcare              
safe from the to-and-fro of electoral cycles, and ensure it can be managed for the long term,                 
through predictable funding that is independent of party politics. 
 
Question Five: Farmers across New England are hurting from the skyrocketing cross of             
electricity. Can you outline how your policies are going to address the drivers of energy               
price and reduce the impacts on farmers? 
 
Richard Stretton - Christian Democratic Party 
Most of the cost associated with the cost of electricity is in the hands of state regulators but we                   
believe that our enquiry into the whole of the electricity production including the comparisons will               
produce the most efficient means of production of electricity. Due to the privatization of              
electricity assets there is little that can be done by a federal government unless the assets are                 
returned to government control.  
 
Skyla Wagstaff: Animal Justice Party  
A large driver of the energy price is that we compete with prices on a global scale. We need to                    
give all Australians a fair go when it comes to electricity prices. Electricity is a necessity in our                  
modern world and should be treated as such by governments and suppliers. Just like the recent                
water scandal around the Murray Darling, we must treat necessities such as food, water and               
energy as assets for the benefit of all. The government should be looking to expand innovation                
and renewable energy efforts to create a market whereby the customer is impowered. A rise in                
electricity price stagnates our economy and makes us less competitive. This is most felt by our                
farmers who are trying to be sustainable but competitive. If energy process rise so too does                
their produce and therefore customers will flee to the cheaper imported products. 
 
Andrew Potts – Affordable Housing Party  
If elected I would push to properly fund the Clean Energy Innovation Fund, Clean Energy               
Finance Corporation, Australian Renewable Energy Agency and the CSIRO. Rolling out wind            



and solar power and pumped hydro through rural Australia will bring down energy prices for               
everyone. 
 
William Burke: Sustainable Australia Party 
To immediately address the electricity issue, Sustainable Australia would: 
1. Reserve much more of our export-focused natural gas for domestic use (consumers and              
businesses) 
2. Stabilise Australia’s population (lower local demand) 
3. Invest more heavily in renewable energy 
 
Warwick Stacey: Seniors United Party of Australia  
This question outlines the paradox and contradictions between the push for renewable energy             
via huge subsidies (received with grasping hands by parasitic renewables' rent-seekers), which            
has driven up power prices and delivered unreliable base load, and the natural desire by all                
Australians for cheap, affordable, reliable and clean energy. 
The skyrocketing electricity prices have arisen because of government interference over the            
past ten years in the energy markets and government imposition of political 'solutions'             
(renewables) to technical issues (cheap and reliable electricity generation). 
The only way to address the drivers of energy prices and reduce the impacts of the five-fold                 
increase in the cost of electricity and unreliable base load that has is outlined in the last                 
paragraph of my answer to Q. 2. above. 
 
Peter Mailler: Country Minded* 
CountryMinded is committed to real and meaningful solutions to Australia’s energy needs to             
underpin a viable economy to secure jobs and prosperity for the entire nation. In this context                
CountryMinded will pursue policies that will: 
• Extend the Mandatory Renewable Energy Target 
• Establish a Domestic Resource Reserve policy to guarantee domestic supply 
• Enable new technologies to improve efficiency and reduce emissions of fossil fuels for             
complex transport tasks, eg atomized refined coal or coal water fuel technologies 
• Retain the Clean Energy Finance Corporation 
• Establish an independent Australian Energy Authority with a clear charter and the            
requisite authority to map and implement meaningful solutions to Australia’s energy challenge. 
 
Peter Wills: Australian Greens 
Greens will keep power infrastructure in public hands and ensure pricing justice. Energy costs              
were a fraction of today's prices in real terms when energy was treated as a public utility for                  
public development and public benefit, instead of a private profit centre. Privatisation is a proven               
failure that has delivered more expensive energy to farmers, with big corporations pocketing the              
proceeds.  
 
The lack of a coherent national energy policy from the Liberal-Nationals and Labor has also               
delivered more expensive and more carbon-intensive energy. Both parties in government have            



fumbled this policy for a decade and caused immense financial grief to farmers, and              
environmental damage, as a result. 
 
Authorised by V Morgan-Schmidt, Farmers for Climate Action, Level 1, 1 Franklin St,             
Griffith ACT 2603 


