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Who is Farmers 
for Climate 

Action? 
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We are a movement of farmers, 
agricultural leaders, and rural Australians 
working to ensure farmers are a key part 

of the solution to climate change.

We support farmers to build climate and 

energy literacy, and to advocate for 

climate solutions—on and off farm. 

We are independent, non-profit and 

non-partisan.
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Next to science and medicine, farming is 
amongst the most trusted professions.  

The Australian Beliefs and Attitudes Towards Science Survey 2018



What do we do?
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We engage through a 
community organising 

approach, working directly 
with farmers to recruit and 

empower other farmers.



What do we do?
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We inform through 
capacity building, 

up-skilling farmers in 
climate science & policy. 

We are a trusted, 
non-partisan voice. We link 
the best experts in the lab 
to the best experts in the 

field.



What do we do?
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We mobilise by inspiring 
famers to achieve and 

advocate for climate action 
behind and beyond the 

farm gate.
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What do we want to achieve?

FOCUS AREA 2

Farmers 
mobilised to 
drive a clean 

energy 
transition

FOCUS AREA 1

Australian 
agriculture is 
climate smart

FOCUS AREA 3

Rural and 
regional MPs 

champion climate 
action & 

renewable 
energy for 

regional Australia

FOCUS AREA 4

Agricultural 
leaders 

champion 
climate action
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How is climate change 
affecting agriculture?
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The climate is 
changing 
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● Since 1910, Australia has warmed by 
more than 1 °C: 8/10 ten hottest 
years since 2005.

● Heat waves more frequent & and 
more intense

● Fire weather risk increasing; fire 
season growing longer

● Droughts worsening, becoming more 
frequent

● Average annual rainfall decreasing in 
the south, increasing in the north.











Climate Risks: 
Direct
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● New/shifting pests, weeds & diseases

● Declining ecosystem services, e.g. 
pollinators, beneficial insects, etc. 

● Impacts of extreme events on soil health, 
farm infrastructure, etc.

● Impacts of higher CO
2
 on crops/pastures, 

food/feed quality, weeds, etc. 

● More fire weather, longer season 

● Heat & others stresses on people & animals

● Surprises (e.g. heightened frost risk)



Climate Risks: 
Indirect
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● Supply-chain impacts, e.g. water, feed, 
labour, electricity, etc. 

● Cost/availability/adequacy of insurance

● Wider impacts on communities, critical 
infrastructure, services, investment, export 
markets, migration, etc. 

● Impacts on community health & wellbeing; 
loss of place and cultural values

● ‘Transition risks’ (e.g. policy changes, 
community expectations, investor 
decisions, new technologies, etc.)

● Legal liability 

● Long-term uncertainty, unpredictability
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A 4°C World? 

Source: https://www.climatechangeinaustralia.gov.au/en/climate-projections/climate-analogues/analogues-explorer/
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Farm Performance 
& 

Food Security

Adaptation: 
building readiness 

& resilience

Mitigation: 
reducing 
emissions from 
agriculture

Co-benefits

What is 
Climate-Smart 
Agriculture?

CSA is any kind of primary production that 
maintains or improves farm performance & food 

security, adapts and builds resilience to a changing 
climate, and reduces agriculture’s contribution to 

climate change.
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What are the options?
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25Source: Commonwealth Department of Environment and Energy
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Regenerating soil carbon can boost 
farm performance & resilience, as well 

as help reduce climate risk  



27

Trees & native bush can be integrated 
into farming systems for multiple 

climate, productivity & other benefits
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A focus on livestock health &  
productivity can significantly reduce 
emissions
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Fertiliser use can often be made much 
more efficient without affecting 

production 
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New, clean energy 
systems & energy 

efficiency can help 
farmers take control of 
costs, with benefits for 

whole communities 
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Careful pest, weed & disease 
management can help cut costs & 

emissions from the supply chain 
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Precision water management 
can save money & hedge 
against climate risk
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Careful landscape design & 
whole-farm planning can 

identify new opportunities & 
long-term land capability in a 

changing climate   
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A diversified, ‘mix-and-match’ 
approach can yield new 
income streams & synergies 
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Getting Started
• Start an honest, forensic analysis of the business—assets, risks, skills, 

readiness, carbon footprint, etc.

• Get good advice on how the climate, markets & society are changing

• Take a whole-farm approach to planning

• Look for ways to diversify income & spread risk

• Look for ways to improve efficiency, precision & flexibility

• Explore techniques & technologies to reduce emissions

• Explore ways to ‘hit two birds with one stone’, i.e. co-benefits

• Consider retiring & regenerating degraded land

• Explore insurance & finance options (e.g. multi-risk insurance) 

• Make alliances with other producers, researchers, NGOs, etc.

• Network & share information & experiences

• Focus on tactical, ‘no-brainer’ changes in the short-term but being flexible 
& open to more strategic, transformative adaptation 



Co-benefits & Opportunities
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● Better handle of what you’re already doing 
& what you can do

● Efficiency dividends, more control of costs

● Lift productivity, resilience & farm 
performance overall

● Less regulatory, market & reputation risk

● New markets, diversified income

● Better relations across the value chain

● New alliances, networks, skills & knowledge 

● Better chance of public incentives & 
assistance

● Better, more informed input into policy
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Some Emerging Projects 

Spatial tools developed as part of NECMA’s Embedding Climate 
Adaptation in Agriculture project: 
https://www.necma.vic.gov.au/Solutions/Climate-Change/Embedding
-Climate-Adaptation-in-Agriculture

Growing Southern Gippsland 
https://www.growingsoutherngippsland.org.au/

Agriculture Victoria’s On-Farm Internet of Things trial (field day on 5 
September)  
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/digital-agriculture/on-farm-in
ternet-of-things-trial



CSA Toolkit
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FCA is developing a CSA toolkit to help you:

● Get a better handle on the on-farm sources 
and sinks of carbon emissions

● Take stock of what you’re already doing 
and look for opportunities to do better 

● Develop CSA strategies that match your 
needs, values and goals

● Find more detailed information and 
support

For more info on CSA go to:

https://www.farmersforclimateaction.org.a

u


