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RESULTS
Nine in ten of the farmers surveyed are concerned about damage to the climate. They 
also say they are experiencing rapid change on their land, and in regional weather patterns. 
In their life-time, or time farming, two-thirds of farmers said they had observed changes in 
rainfall patterns.

THE MOST COMMON CHANGES OBSERVED (FROM HIGHEST TO LOWEST) WERE:
• In rainfall patterns (67%)
• More frequent or intense droughts (47%)
• More frequent or intense rain events or flooding (46%)
• More frequent or intense heatwaves (44%)
• Increased soil and air temperatures (42%)
• Changing planting times (41%)
• More frequent or intense bushfires (22.5%)

Other changes that were reported included: unpredictable weather events, fewer frosts, dust storms, drying 
soil, stronger winds, altered fruit flowering and harvesting times, more pests and disease, and less snowfall.

10% of farmers reported no observable changes.
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LOOKING AHEAD, THE IMPACTS THAT MOST CONCERN FARMERS ARE: 
• More unreliable rainfall 
• Higher temperatures, which increase evaporation rates 
• More frequent or intense heatwaves 
• Direct pollution from mining fossil fuels such as coal and gas 
• Increased bushfire risk 
• Price rises for input costs e.g. grain, due to global extreme weather events 
• Increased invasive pests or weeds
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More unreliable rainfall 51% 25% 15% 3.5% 5.5%

Increased invasive 
pests or weeds 23% 27% 32% 10.5% 7.5%

Increased bushfire risk 31% 26% 28% 9% 6%

More frequent or 
intense heatwaves 39% 29% 20% 6% 6%

Price rises for input 
costs 28% 25% 28% 11% 8%

Direct pollution from 
mining fossil fuels 38% 20% 22% 12% 8%

Higher temperatures 45% 29% 15% 5% 6%
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Eight in ten farmers 
support Australia 
moving toward 100% 
renewable electricity 
(83%), while another 
10% said they are 
unsure, and 7% did 
not agree.
 Farmers are already adapting to the impacts of 
climate change, and many are also finding ways to 
reduce their own emissions. 

 Of the 1151 farmers who volunteered such 
information, the most common measure taken was 
water management such as storage or more efficient 
use (912 had already put this in place).

 Meanwhile, 457 farmers reported changing their 
crops or livestock breeds, and more than 600 farmers 
said they had installed solar power or batteries on 
their property.

 Other common climate adaptation measures 
reported were: planting trees, changing their crop 
mix, hosting wind turbines, altering grazing patterns, 
moving their operation to an area with higher rainfall, 
drought management, crop rotation, increasing 
soil health, changing farm system to enable rapid 
destocking and restocking and installing shade cloth.

 The single, biggest barrier stopping farmers from 
doing more is cost (with 83% of farmers citing this 
issue) followed by a lack of support from industry or 
government (48%) and lack of information (16.5%). 
Other issues reported were: red tape, time constraints, 
finance, reliable advice and suppliers and political 
uncertainty. 

 Meanwhile, 9% of farmers said there are no such 
barriers.

 86% of farmers want their agricultural sector 
representatives do more to advocate for stronger 
action on climate change, such as adopting 
supportive policies and using their political influence 
to lobby on their behalf. The other 14% did not.

 88% of farmers want politicians elected to 
represent farming regions to do more to advocate 
for stronger action on climate change, such as 
supporting renewable energy and cuts to carbon 
pollution. The other 12% did not.

 Of the 741 farmers who reported wanting more 
information they were most keen to find out about:

• Renewable energy opportunities for farmers or 
rural communities (84.5%)

• Assistance to help farmers cope with the 
impacts of climate change (59%)

• Research and development into ways to reduce 
agricultural emissions (58%)

• Carbon farming programs (57.7%)
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The survey was designed and promoted by 
Farmers for Climate Action - a newly formed 
group of farmers and agricultural leaders 
-  that is an associate member of the National 
Farmers Federation (NFF). 
 The survey was officially launched at Henty Field 
Days in New South Wales in late September with more 
than 500 one-on-one conversations conducted with 
fellow farmers over a three-day event. 

 Representatives of the group also attended 
and promoted the survey at the NFF National 
Congress, other field days and the 2016 National 
Landcare Conference. Further, it was promoted on 
the NFF website, through more than 50 farming and 
agricultural networks, as well as selected rural media.

 The final number of surveys completed was 1338 
with farmers of every sector and living and working in 
every state and territory represented. As depicted in 
the chart below the highest proportion are based in 
NSW, followed by Victoria, Queensland, West Australia, 
South Australia, Tasmania, the Northern Territory and 
Australian Capital Territory.
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