
One day seminar, Stirling 
November 22, 2016 
  

Dads’ involvement in early years makes a vital difference to outcomes for children and their families. This 
one day seminar will consider the evidence for why fathers’ involvement matters for health, social care 
and education services and then explore ways to ensure sustained inclusion and involvement of male 
carers in the provision of these services.  
 
As the 2016 Year of the Dad draws to a close, the event will hear the voices of dads and what fatherhood 
means to them, as well as explore the emotional challenges and opportunities that fatherhood presents. 
It will conclude by identifying practical steps for developing dad-inclusive practices for those working in 
statutory bodies and voluntary organisations.  
 
Speakers:  
Mark McDonald MSP, Minister for Childcare & Early Years 
Dr Gary Clapton, Senior Lecturer in Social Work, University of Edinburgh 
Dr Andrew Dawson, Professional Lead for Child Psychotherapy, NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde  
 
Who should attend? 
Social workers, early years workers, teachers, educational psychologists, health visitors, midwives, dads’ 
co-ordinators, voluntary organisations working with children & families. 
 

Organised by Human Development Scotland in partnership with Midlothian Sure Start 

0141 331 2419 | info@hds.scot | www.hds.scot 
A Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation Charity No. SC043664 

Registered office: Victoria Chambers, 142 West Nile Street, Glasgow G1 2RQ 
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Where's Dad? Involving fathers to improve outcomes for children & families 
Golden Lion Hotel, King Street, Stirling 

Tuesday November 22, 2016 
 

 
09.15          Registration and refreshments 
 
10.00     Welcome from the seminar Chair 
  Sally Wassell, Independent Social Worker and Trainer 
        
  Keynote address 
  Mark McDonald MSP, Minister for Childcare & Early Years 
 
10.20    Where is Dad? The cultural issues  
  Dr Gary Clapton, Senior Lecturer in Social Work  
  University of Edinburgh 
 
10.45        Dads’ Voices and Midlothian Sure Start’s research  
  Tim Porteus, Dads Co-ordinator, Midlothian Sure Start 
 
11.00         Refreshments  
 
11.20         The psychology of becoming a dad 
  Dr Andrew Dawson, Professional Lead for Child Psychotherapy                 
  NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde   
 
12.00        Reflection groups; identifying key questions for improving practice 
   Small group discussion 
 
12.45       Lunch 
 
13.30        Film - The Big Deal 
 
14.00        Panel discussion; addressing the key questions for improving practice 
   
14.30        What next? 
  Small group discussion 
 
15.15       Conclusions 

15.30  Close 

Programme 



Where’s Dad? Involving fathers to improve outcomes for children & families 
 Human Development Scotland, Victoria Chambers, 142 West Nile Street, Glasgow G1 2RQ 

 Telephone: 0141 331 2419 , info@hds.scot 
 

BOOK ONLINE AT WWW.HDS.SCOT OR COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW. 

 
Please complete in type or BLOCK CAPITALS. To book, insert the number of places required below. 
For multiple bookings, please supply ALL delegate names & designations.  
 
Please reserve: 
 

 ___  places at £150   
  EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT OF 10% UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30, 2016 
 
 ___  places at £135 (small voluntary organisations only - turnover less than £150,000 pa)  

 EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT OF 10% UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30, 2016 
 
 ___  places at £95  (HDS members only—availability is limited) 
 

    

Title:     Forename:    Surname: 
 

Job Title: 

Organisation: 

Address: 

Tel:     Email: 
 
Please specific any specific needs eg mobility, dietary: ______________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Payment Details 
Please note we will not confirm your place without payment  
 

□ I enclose a cheque for £ ____________ payable to ‘Human Development  Scotland’ 

□ Invoice me quoting purchase order number _______________ 

 
 
 

 
 

I do not want to receive information about any other HDS courses, trainings, events, or services.   
Personal information will be held and processed by HDS according to the Data Protection Act (1998). This information will 

be used by HDS to administer and manage the course or service. 

Cancellations may be made in writing before October 22, 2016 and will incur an administration charge of 
£55. We regret that no refunds can be made after that date.  We are happy to accept substitute delegates 
at any time. 

Booking Form 



Human Development Scotland (HDS) is a registered charity working to improve the mental health and 
emotional wellbeing of individuals, families and communities in Scotland, regardless of context and 
means, and to increase the effectiveness of organisations. We do this through professional training, 
organisational and therapeutic services which draw on the psychodynamic, psychoanalytic and 
systemic ideas that offer a profound understanding of how people relate to one another.  

What we do: 

 Postgraduate training in counselling and psychotherapy at certificate, diploma, masters and 
doctoral-level relevant to working with adults, children and young people 

 Short courses and CPD to foster understanding of personal and professional relationships and their 
impact on people’s mental health and emotional wellbeing 

 Organisational consultancy 

 Clinical supervision for the NHS, local authorities and 3rd sector  

 Therapeutic counselling and psychotherapy for adults, children & families. 

0141 331 2419 | info@hds.scot | www.hds.scot 

About Human Development Scotland 

Human Development Scotland | charity number SC043664  |  VAT Registration No. 162 8100 33 
Registered Office:  Victoria Chambers, 142 West Nile Street, Glasgow G1 2RQ 

About Midlothian Sure Start 

Midlothian Sure Start, established in 2001 and based in Mayfield, Midlothian, is a voluntary 
organisation and registered charity. We run six family support/family learning centres which provide 
early learning and childcare for under 3s. In addition the organisation delivers a wide range of family 
support services to local communities on an outreach basis. These include dedicated projects for 
distinct clients such as mothers and babies, grandparents, and fathers. Midlothian Sure Start works at 
grass roots level, delivering a client-led service within the large semi-rural community it serves.  

What we offer: 

 Individual, couple and post-natal counselling and living life to the full courses 

 Empowering Families- providing therapeutic services for children and families 

 Peer support groups, confidence building and parenting skills  

 Early education and child care- helping children meet developmental milestones.  

 Dads 2 Be courses, Dads support and Dads Inclusion services  

 "A Good Start"- giving babies the best start in life. 

 
0131 654 0489| www.midlothiansurestart.org.uk 


