
 

ELECTION POSITION PAPER 
Housing 

There is no place like home. When you have a home you can care for your family, find a job 

and be part of your community.  

But a secure home is increasingly out of reach.  

Buying a home is not an option for many Victorians and rental prices are skyrocketing. For a 

single mum on a minimum wage no homes in Melbourne are affordable to rent. Across the 

whole of Victoria, she will only be able to afford 3.8% of houses. Without support it’s easy to 

slip into homelessness.
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Because of this there is more pressure on social housing than ever before.  

Over 82,000 people, including 25,000 children, in Victoria are waiting for housing. The list 

grows by around 1,500 people every three months.
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 Not enough is being done to prevent 

homelessness.  

We need all political parties this election to commit to: 

1. support private renters. 

2. support, maintain and grow public housing. 

3. strengthen the standards of community housing. 

1. MAKING PRIVATE RENTING FAIRER, BETTER AND SAFER  

 

As the cost of renting increases and more people renting for longer, fairer residential tenancy 

laws are an important first step to ensuring everyone has a place to call home.  

 

We welcome recent changes to residential tenancy laws, but more needs to be done to 

empower people to stay in their homes and avoid unfair evictions. 

 

We need to provide early support to prevent people being evicted from the private rentals 

during difficult periods, such as escaping family violence or dealing with health issues. Legal 

support helps people stay in their homes.  

 

What’s needed: 

 Help people stay in their homes – fund 50 new community tenant lawyers – at 

one community legal centre alone 154 evictions were prevented, an estimated saving 

to the community of $4.6 million.
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 Not enough community legal centres are funded to 

provide tenancy advice. 

 

 Work to sustain tenancies – community justice partnerships are integrated 

services. To help people maintain tenancy during difficult periods, such as escaping 

family violence, extra support is needed. Programs where social workers and lawyers 

work together have been shown to provide long term security and support.  
 

 Make exercising rights easier and more affordable – create internal appeals 

process in VCAT. Currently appeals from VCAT must be heard in the Supreme Court. 

To keep costs down and make accessing justice more affordable for both landlords 

and tenants, there needs to be an internal tenancies appeals process in VCAT. 

Victoria is the only state in Australia that does not have an internal review mechanism. 
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2. MORE PUBLIC HOUSING  

Only 3.5% of housing in Victoria is social housing (public and community housing). Each year 

1,700 more homes must be built just to keep social housing at existing levels. Double that is 

needed to actually meet current demand.   

 

Recently governments have prioritised the growth of community housing and allowed public 

housing stocks to dwindle.
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The Federation understands community housing plays an 

important role in the delivery of social housing for people who are experiencing disadvantage, 

but on its own it is insufficient. In the context of rising population and increasingly unaffordable 

housing market, investment in public housing is necessary to meet growing demand.   
 
People who experience the greatest disadvantage rely on public housing to avoid 

homelessness. Public housing provides greater security and rights for individuals and families 

through robust and accountable policies and procedures.  

 

What’s needed:  

 Build 3,000 new public and community housing properties each year with the majority 

being public housing  

 Maximise public housing on the public housing renewal sites and publicly release 

development plans to allow residents to provide genuine input to ensure the sites meet 

the needs of our communities 

 

3. STRONGER COMMUNITY HOUSING STANDARDS  

Community housing is housing run by not-for-profit organisations to provide homes to people 

in need. It plays an increasing role in the social housing mix. 

Community housing has grown by 81% since 2009-10. Regulations have not kept pace.
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People in community housing are at higher risk of being evicted than those in public housing. 

A woman with mental health concerns was $2000 in arrears. She had offered to make 

payment of $400 upfront and enter a payment plan. Instead, she was evicted into 

homelessness. 

Community housing is supported by governments and these organisations have an obligation 

to protect people from being evicted and becoming homeless.  

Government needs to ensure tenants have equal housing rights wherever they live. It must put 

in place stronger, consistent and transparent policies and accountability mechanisms for 

community housing providers to support tenants to maintain their tenancies. 

What’s needed: 

 Strengthen the rights and protections for people who live in community housing 

 

WHAT YOU CAN DO? 

Talk to your friends, family and community about the need for everyone to have a home. 

Contact your local MP and tell them you support fairer renting, growing public housing and 

stronger standards for community housing.   

Be active on social media – spread the word #FixtheSocialHousingMix 

Join the campaign – sign up to the Federation of Community Legal Centres campaign to 

support more homes and stronger rights: www.fclc.org.au/more_public_housing   
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