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f\ctyclerk\election\0424-2599 canvass stf rpt Santa Monica, California
Council Meeting May 11, 1999

TO Mayor and City Councill
FROM City Clerk

SUBJECT Resolution of the City Council of the City of Santa Monica Accepting the
City Clerk’s Official Canvass and Official Statement of Votes Cast for the
Special Municipal Election Held on Apnil 24-25, 1999. and Declaring the
Results Thereof

INTRODUCTION

On April 24-25, 1999, a special municipal election was held in the City of Santa Monica
for the purpose of electing one member to the Santa Monica City Councll {o fill an
unscheduled vacancy with a term ending November 2000

The City Council alsc placed one measure, a charter amendment. on the ballot
requiring a majonty vote of those voting in order to pass The measure placed on the

ballot read as follows

PROPOSITION | Shall Santa Monica Cify Charter Section 1806(b) be
amended to provide that a tenant in a controlled rental unit cannot be
evicted unless the tenant has committed a matenal and substantial
violation of the lease which the landlord has not waived or otherwise lost

the legal nghts to use as the basts for an eviction?

BACKGROUND

On September 25, 1998, Councilmember Asha Greenberg tendered her resignation
from the City Councii due to moving her residence outside of the City boundaries At its
regular meeting of October 13. 1998, the City Council accepted Councilmember
Greenberg’s resignation and declared her seat vacant Section 603 of the City Charter
provides for filling of any unscheduled vacancy on the Council by appointment within
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thirty days after the office I1s declared vacant and, that if not filled, a special election be
called to fill the vacancy The City Council did not fill the vacancy within thirty days and
on December 22, 1998, adopted a resolution calling a special election to be held over a
two-day period on Saturday and Sunday, April 24-25, 1999

Although the City usually consolidates all its special and regular elections with Los
Angeles County in order to encourage high voter turn out and to minimize costs.
because the date the special election was scheduled was off-season, consolidation with
the County was not possible In addition, because of the unprecedented nature of
holding a two-day, weekend, stand-alone election in the City, the City Clerk was

directed to use all means available and necessary to advertise the election

ELECTION RESULTS

For this election there were 54,156 registered voters in the City There were seven
candidates on the baliot for the Counclil vacancy Candidate Richard Bloom receved a
mayjority of 7,848 votes that equaled 54 0% of the total ballots The charter amendment
passed with a total of 10,231 equaling 71 8% of the vote The number of ballots tallied
was 14,8698 Out of that number 5,183 were absentee ballots (with a few provisional

inciuded) and 9,686 voted at the polls for a final 27 5% turnout of voters

REPORT ON TWO-DAY WEEKEND ELECTION

Precinct Workers

Staff was prepared to have difficulties recruiting precinct workers that would agree to
work both election days and/or work during a weekend Staff was gratified to secure,
within a reasonable time, poll workers who committed to work both days In addition,
staff had a waiting list of over 100 people that were willing to be precinct workers On
the days of the election there were the expected worker cancellations due to unforseen
events However, staff was able to substitute workers quickly and all the precincts were

staffed as planned
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Precinct workers attended a mandatory 90-minute training class on the procedures
established for the two-day election and on the process for securing the “live” (voted)

and unused (unvoted) ballots at the end of the day on Saturday

Polling Sites

The County precincts were consolidated from 66 into 34 City precincts  Although staff
made every effort to utilize the polling sites used by the County in previous elections,
fifteen of the sites were not available for the entire two days and were not available
because of the weekend Staff was diigent in secunng thirteen conventional
(residences, schools, hotel lobbies, etc ) polling sites to replace those that were
unavallable. except for two Out of this necessity arose the concept of using two coffee
shops as polling sites Based on the comments received by staff, the use of the two
coffee shops as polling sites was a novelty and appears to have been beneficial

A number of members of the public called our office prior to the election to express
concerns regarding, and/or to protest the change in polling places The callers were
understanding once staff explained the reasons for the changes Staff provided polling
site location information continuously via the telephone during the last two weeks before
the election and from 7 00 am , to 7 00 p m , the Friday before, and on Saturday and
Sunday of the election Precinct boards were provided with a city-wide polling site map

to assist them in directing voters to their appropnate polling place

After the end of the absentee voting period on March 26" and through 7 00 p m , on
Sunday of the election. staff provided home delivery and pick-up service of ballots to a
number of individuals physically unable to go vote at the polls

Student Worker Program
The three local high schools. Samohi. St Monica’s. and Crossroads. were invited to
participate in the Student Precinct Worker Program The requirements for students

wishing to participate were that they be U S citizens, seniors with a minimum of 2 5
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grade point average and that they attend a precinct worker training class At the outset
twenty-one students signed up to participate However, for various reasons sixteen
students canceled and five students worked on Saturday and Sunday of the election
Reports from the Precinct Inspectors where the students were assigned indicate that
the students performed their duties in a competent and efficient manner The students
were paid the same stipend as the precinct clerks. $50 for the first day and $75 for the
second day

Advertising

Staff advertised the election in various ways In coordination with the School District,
notices were sent home one week before the election with elementary, middle, and high
school students notifying voters of the election and reminding them to vote Six
banners were placed at major intersections throughout the City from April 5-25, 1999
Fifteen panels were placed on the outside of the Big Blue Buses from March 8-26,
1999. advertising the deadline to register to vote, and from Apnl 5-25. 1999, reminding
people to vote on the election days

Staff included notices in Our Times, Seascape and in the Rent Control News, as well as
on the City's Webpage and on City TV During the Santa Monica Festival on Apnl 17,
staff hired an individual to dress as “Uncle Sam” walking on stilts who distributed sun
visors advertising the election to attendees Finally, after voting at polling sites, voters
were given red pencils inscribed with | voted af the April 24-25. 1999. Santa Momica

Special Municipal Election!

Saturday and Sunday

The opening and closing of the polls was uneventful on both days The turn out was a
total of 4.950 mailed absentee ballots, 4.571 votes cast on Saturday, 5.115 votes cast
on Sunday. and 233 absentee/provisional ballots from the polls Staff visited every
poliing site on Saturday to assist the precinct boards, monitor the process. and answer

questions related to the two-day procedure



Staff's most pressing concern, also voiced by members of the public, was security of
the ballots voted on Saturday Precinct inspectors were instructed to return to City Hall
after the closing of the polls on Saturday, with the voted ballots in a sealed box, and
hand them into the custody of the elections official The polis closed at 7 00 p m By

8 30 p m . all 34 precincts had reported in with the voted ballots in a sealed container,
as well as absentees dropped off at the precinct and provisional votes received, in a
sealed envelope The containers were stored in the City Clerk's vault The
combination to the vault was changed on Friday, the day before, and was known only to
the elections staff The vault was then locked and a Sheriff's Deputy stood guard
overnight until 8 00 a m , on Sunday morning when staff returned The sealed boxes
remained n the vault until 7 00 p m, Sunday, and were then escorted by a an elections
worker and a Police Officer to the central counting area in Council Chambers to process

for counting

Counting of Ballots

A total of 6,150 applications for absentee voting were received and the same number of
absentee ballots was Issued for this election Qut of this number, 4,835 absentee
ballots were returned by voters by the end of the day Saturday. Aprnil 24, 1899 The
Absentee Canvass Board processed (prepared for counting) the absentee ballots
received by mail on Fniday and Saturday The absentee ballots that were dropped off
at the poliling sites on Saturday were processed on Sunday and integrated with the
mailed-in absentees These were the first ballots to be counted by the computer
iImmediately after the polls closed at 7 00 p m, on Sunday While the absentee ballots
were being counted elections staff opened the sealed boxes containing ballots voted on
Saturday, prepared them for the computer, and were counted next The third and final
count on Sunday was the “live” ballots voted on Sunday and delivered by the precinct
inspectors to the central counting place The last precinct reported in at approximately

9 30 p m, and the counting was finished by about 10 00 p m
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There were 233 remaining provisional and absentee ballots after the final count on
Sunday They were a combination of provisional ballots voted on Saturday and
Sunday, and absentee ballots dropped off at the polls on Sunday Final count of these
ballots was completed on Thursday, April 29, 1999

TELEPHONE SURVEY REPORT

As It has been portrayed by the news media, this i1s the first two-day weekend election
that has been held in the State of Califormia and in the nation, in modern times
Because of its uniqueness, staff contracted with Paul Goodwin, of GLS Research. to
conduct a post-election telephone survey The findings and summary are attached as
Exhibit B The report concludes that were the City to switch to a two-day weekend
election. it might increase turnout among voters least likely to participate during
elections held on Tuesdays, including younger voters, minorities, renters, and non-
partisan voters Conversely, such a practice might impact a large block of more
frequent voters for whom a weekend election would be inconvenient or less convenient,

or who would be concerned about cost issues

The survey included a question about an all-mail ballot After being informed of the
benefits of an all-mail ballot, including cost-savings and increased voter participation.

69% of the voters were In support and 24% opposed

RECOMMENDATION
It 1s respectfully recommended that the City Council adopt the resolution certifying the

canvass of the votes cast at the special municipal election

Prepared by Maria M Stewart, City Clerk
Beth Sanchez, Assistant City Clerk

Attachments Resolution
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RESOLUTIONNO 9330 (CCS)
(CITY COUNCIL SERIES)

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF SANTA MONICA ACCEPTING THE CITY CLERK'S
OFFICIAL CANVASS AND OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF VOTES CAST

FOR THE SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION HELD ON
APRIL 24-25, 1999, AND DECLARING THE RESULTS THEREOF

WHEREAS, a Special Municipal Election was held in the Crity of Santa Monica
cn April 24-25. 1999, for the purpose of filling an unscheduled vacancy on the City
Council and to place a measure on the ballot, and

WHEREAS, the provisions of the Elections Code of the State of California for the
holding of elections in Charter cities were complied with and notice of the election was
given In the time. form and manner as provided by law. voting precincts were properly
estabhshed. election officers were appointed. votes were cast, received and canvassed,
and the returns were made and declared in the time, form and manner as required. and

WHEREAS., the Santa Monica City Clerk canvassed the returns of the election
and certified the results to the City Council, and those results are attached and made a
part hereof as “Exhibit A.”

NOW, THEREFCRE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA MONICA
DOES RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS

SECTION 1 The vote totals for the Special Municipal Election held on
April 24-25, 1999, in the City of Santa Monica. as certified by the City Clerk, shall be
and hereby are approved and adopted as the formal vote count of the City of Santa

Monica for said office and said measure of said election



SECTION 2 The names of the candidates on the ballot were
Santa Monica City Council
Richard Bloom
Susan Cloke
Frank E Juarez
Don Gray
Peter R Kerndt
Jon Stevens
Marc J Sanschagrin
SECTION 3 The number of voted ballots cast for Proposition 1 and for the

election to the City Council were

REGISTERED ABSENTEE PRECINCT TOTAL
VOTERS BALLOTS BALLOTS BALLOTS
54,156 5,183 9,686 14,869

SECTION 4 The following candidate was elected to the office of City
Councilmember
CANDIDATE VOTES
Richard Blocm 7.848 (54 0%)

SECTION 5 The measure that appeared on the ballot read as follows

PROPOSITION | Shall Santa Momca City Charter
Section 1806(b) be amended to provide that a tenant in a
controiled rental unit cannot be evicted unless the tenant

has committed a matenal and substantial violation of the



lease which the landlord has not waived or otherwise lost

the legal nghts to use as the bass for an eviction?

The measure did receive the required votes, and therefore was approved by
the following vote
Proposition |
Yes 10,231 (71 8%)
No 4,010 (28 2%)

SECTION 8 The City Clerk shali enter on the records of the Santa Monica City
Council, a statement of the result of the election showing (1) the total number of votes
cast for the office and the measure In the election, (2) the names of the persons voted
for. (3) the text of the measure voted upon, (4) the office that candidates were running
for. (5) the number of votes given at each precinct to each person. and for and against
the ballot measures and (8) the total number of votes given to each person, and for and
against the ballot measure

SECTION 7 The City Clerk shall mmediately make and defiver to the person so
elected a Certificate of Election signed by the City Clerk and authenticated The City
Clerk shall also administer to that person elected the Oath of Office prescribed in the
Constitution of the State of Califormia and shall have that person subscribe to it and file
it in the office of the City Clerk The persons so elected shall then be inducted into the

office to which he has been elected



premiums for the purpose set forth in this Section Employees shalt have the
right to volunteer for this assignment by causing their names to be placed on an
availability ist Assignments shall be made from the list on a rotating basis to
employees who are qualified to perform the duties required for the filming
assignment. However, If an insufficient number of volunteers are available from
that list to serve a particular project, the City may assign any qualified
employee(s) who are willing to work such project. The Police Bepartment shall
supply the necessary two-way radio communication between the employee and
the Police Station and transportation from the station to the filming site.
Subject to the provisions of this Section, the administration of this program shall
be performed by the City at its discretion and this Section shall be promulgated
as Police Department rules and regulations Employees who are given filming
assignments shall receive a bonus of $50.00 for each day assigned to movie
overtime.

This provision of the MOU shall only apply to employees represented by MEA

as long as employees covered by the Santa Monica Police Officers” Association
(SMPQOA) MOU are eligible to receive this benefit.
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OFFICIAL CANVASS

SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION - APRIL 24/25,1999

I. MARIAM STEWART. City Clerk of the City of Santa Monica. State of
California, do hereby certify that the attached 1s a true and correct Canvass of the votes
cast for all candidates for the office of MEMBER OF THE CITY COUNCIL and for
PROPOSITION 1, duning the election held on Apnl 24-25, 1899

t further certify that the total ballots cast is as follows

REG ABSENTEE SATURDAY SUNDAY TOTAL
VOTERS  BALLOTS CAST BALLOTS CAST BALLOTS CAST BALLOTS

54,156 5,183 4,571 5,115 14,869
| further certify that the total votes cast for the office of City Councilmember i1s as

follows
COUNCILMEMBER ABSENTEE SATURDAY SUNDAY TOTAL

CANDIDATE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE
Richard Bloom 2,593 2,519 2,736 7.848
Susan Cloke 1,673 1,508 1,695 4,876
Frank Juarez 250 182 253 685
Don Gray 78 59 66 203
Peter Kerndt 217 100 132 449
Jon Stevens 50 25 25 100
Marc Sanschagrin 177 _102 119 398
TOTALS 5,038 4,495 5,026 14,559

| further certify that the total votes cast for each candidate, per precinct, 1s as
follows
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| further certify that the total absentee. Saturday and Sunday votes cast per
candidate, by precinct, are as follows

For Richard Bloom

Precinct Absentee  Saturday Sunday Total
01 35 29 20 84
03 34 22 28 84
06 87 93 72 252
07 ag 85 80 244
10 44 52 48 144
15 25 32 31 88
16 100 79 79 258
18 102 87 111 300
20 124 113 1056 342
29 56 65 63 184
32 89 108 114 311
35 90 79 92 261
38 70 49 39 158
41 93 104 89 286
43 72 54 83 209
46 95 72 87 254
50 58 65 o8 221
52 75 53 83 21
60 76 51 66 183
61 26 44 64 134
62 53 63 79 195
65 61 48 74 183
67 80 87 122 289
68 65 64 59 188
69 70 88 83 241



72
76
78
81
87
92
93
94
95
TOTALS

63
96
70
83
68
72
115
105

142
2,593

For Susan Cloke

Precinct
01
03
06
07
10
15
16
18
20
29
32
35
38
41
43
46
50

Absentee

96
127
40
149
90
36
56
39
29
88
49
42
16
34
41
38
29

92
98
79
110
60
92
96
99
107

2,519

Saturday

148
122
51
35
121
59
71
25
15
73
38
27
13
22
33
26
33

94
106
112
115

65
116

89

99

92

2,736

Sunday

157
148
66
38
104
56
35
26
32
126
44
34
13
21
39
30
29

249
299

308
193
280
300
303

341
7,848

222
315
161
162

90

76
287

103
42
77

113
94
91



52 24 09 30 63

60 31 16 19 66
61 12 24 21 57
62 33 25 19 77
65 26 09 23 58
67 45 31 53 129
68 36 15 18 68

€9 38 61 52 151

72 70 56 52 178
78 58 62 58 179
78 65 65 83 213
81 24 27 36 87
87 61 78 82 231

92 25 54 53 132
93 45 26 33 103
94 43 21 32 96
95 38 —18 _22 _78
Totals 1,673 1,508 1,695 4,876

For Frank Juarez

Precinct Absentee Saturday Sunday Total
01 01 01 02 04
03 04 03 02 11
06 03 01 M 05
07 10 00 00 10
10 03 08 02 13
15 02 00 03 05
16 08 06 02 16
18 03 00 02 05
20 0z 01 02 05



29 06 06 06 18

32 04 04 02 10
35 06 00 03 09
38 02 03 01 06
41 05 01 06 12
43 08 01 03 13
46 06 02 03 11
50 12 05 09 26
52 04 12 12 28
60 08 11 10 28
61 09 12 26 47
62 21 11 28 60
65 05 08 06 19
67 05 02 10 17
68 17 20 15 52
69 03 1 09 23
72 07 08 12 27
76 11 03 16 30
78 13 14 16 43
81 05 03 07 15
87 29 09 14 52
92 08 12 10 30
93 07 01 05 13
94 05 01 03 09
95 _07 _02 _ 03 2
Totals 250 182 253 685

For Don Gray
Precinct Absentee Saturday Sunday Total
01 04 00 05 09



03
06
07
10
15
16
18
20
29
32
35
3s
41
43
46
50
52
60
61
62
85
67
68
69
72
76
78
81
87
92

01
05
04
02
04
01
01
0z
01
04
03
01
07
01
02
02
01
02
01
02
04
00
03
04
00
01
05
02
02
01

04
02
02
03
00
00
00
00
01
01
00
01
01
02
02
01
02
01
02
11
01
03
01
02
09
02
00
02
02
01

01
00
0o
00
Qo
02
0o
04
05
03
03
00
02
01
01
00
02
03
02
08
06
01
00
01
03
01
02
04
01
01

06
07
06
05
04
03
01
06
07
08
06
02
10
04
04
03
05
06
04
21
11
04
04
07
12
04
07
08
05
03



93
94
95
Totals

00
03
03

78

For Peter Kerndt

Precinct
01
03
06
07
10
15
16
18
20
29
32
35
38
41
43
46
50
52
60
61
62
65
67

Absentee

07
04
11
24
13
08
06
03
03
11
04
04
03
02
04
05
10
04
07
06
04
03
03

Saturday

05
13
o1
00
02
01
02
00
02
06
02
01
01
00
00
03
04
00
02
00
03
01
05

01
02

66

Sunday

00
00
10
02
02
02
02
05
02
04
03
00
01
05
07
04
03
02
04
01
01
02
14

01

05

05
203

Total

12

22
26
17
11
10
08
07
21
09
V5]
05
05
11
12
17
06
13
07
08
06
22



68
69
72
76
78
81
87
92
93
94
95
Totals

04
06
02
08
04
06
11
03
10
07
07

217

For Jon Stevens

Precinct
01
03
06
Q7
10
15
16
18
20
29
32
35
38
41
43

Absentee

01
02
01
03
02
02
01
01
00
02
03
02
oo
02
02

08
07
05

03
04
06
03
05
01
00
100

Saturday

02
00
00
00
03
00
01
00
01
01
00
00
02
02
00

10

04
04
04
04
04
10
15
01
03
05
02
132

Sunday

00
01
01
00
01
01
02
00
Qo
03
01
01
01
00
01




46
50
52
60
61
62
65
67
68
69
72
78
78
81
87
92
93
94
95

Totals

01 02
a0 00
03 00
01 00
00 01
00 00
01 00
01 00
02 01
00 00
02 03
06 00
02 00
00 02
02 01
02 00
01 03
01 00
01 00
50 25

11

01
02
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
01
00
02
02
02
00
00
02
00
25

04
02
03
01
01
00
01
01
03
00
06
06
04
04
05
02
04
03
01
100



For Marc Sanschagrin

Precinct Absentee Saturday Sunday Total
Q1 02 08 04 14
03 07 05 01 13
06 03 05 08 16
07 13 02 02 17
10 07 02 06 15
15 08 03 00 11
16 03 Q2 06 11
18 03 04 04 1
20 03 02 05 10
29 09 05 05 19
32 01 02 03 06
35 03 01 00 04
38 04 01 02 07
41 04 01 04 09
43 06 07 04 17
46 09 10 04 23
50 03 04 07 14
52 06 01 01 08
60 08 01 02 11
61 01 03 04 08
62 04 00 07 11
65 01 03 03 07
67 06 00 06 12
68 00 01 01 02
69 09 04 05 18
72 07 02 05 14
76 06 03 03 12
78 09 02 06 17

12



81 05 01 02 08

87 05 02 04 11
92 04 08 01 13
93 03 01 01 05
94 08 05 01 14
95 07 _01 __02 10
Totals 177 102 119 398

| further certify that the total votes cast for the measure on the ballot 1s as

follows
ABSENTEE SATURDAY SUNDAY TOTAL
VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE
YES 3,575 3,163 3,603 10.231
NO 1,430 1,208 1,372 4,010
TOTALS 5,005 4,361 4,875 14,241

| further certify that the total absentee, Saturday and Sunday votes cast for the
measure. by precinct, 1s as follows
YES VOTES

Precinct Absentee Saturday Sunday Total

01 64 61 53 178
03 65 59 77 201
06 103 111 98 312
07 165 92 69 326
10 81 92 86 259
15 45 55 44 144
16 122 104 96 322
18 131 93 122 346
20 145 128 128 401

13



20
29
32
35
38
41
43
486
50
52
60
61
62
65
67
68
69
72
76
78
81
87
92
93
94
95
Totals

145
20
112
125
N
133
106
124
86
104
104
41
94
73
112
103
83
94
116
105
104
81
97
148
148
180

3,575

128
89
120
91
63
115
72
92
84
65
73
64
76
59
102
90
113
123
100
104
126
75
116
114
113
119

3,153

128

92
137
110

45
103
105
105
121
108

83

96
116

90
156

75
111
114
115
150
135
101
138
107
116
100

3,503

14

401
27
369
326
199
351
283
321
291
278
260
201
286
222
370
268
307
331
331
359
365
257
351
369
377
399

10,231



NO VOTES
Precinct Absentee Saturday Sunday Total

01 76 121 129 326
03 108 98 a7 303
06 49 35 47 131
07 133 31 31 195
10 73 90 75 238
15 39 37 48 124
16 49 54 34 137
18 23 18 18 59
20 20 06 21 47
29 83 61 110 254
32 39 27 33 99
35 27 13 22 62
38 05 07 1 23
41 19 17 23 59
43 28 22 26 76
46 27 24 27 78
50 34 21 24 79
52 12 13 23 48
60 28 12 20 60
61 13 21 21 55
62 20 34 25 79
65 24 09 23 56
67 20 26 42 97
68 21 19 22 62
69 45 52 31 128
72 58 43 49 150
76 60 68 63 191
78 63 55 67 185

15



81 20 20 37 77

87 93 75 81 249
92 20 41 33 94
93 38 14 18 70
94 28 16 28 72
95 _26 08 _13 __47
Total 1,430 1,208 1,372 4,010

IN WITNESS WHEREOF. | have hereunto set my hand and affixed my
seal this 6™ day of May. 1999

Marna M Stewart
City Clerk
City of Santa Monica

186



Adopted and approved this 11th of May, 1999

('\,

Ram O’Connor, Mayor

I. Mana M Stewart, City Clerk of the City of Santa Monica, do hereby certify that
the foregoing Resolution 9390 (CCS) was duly adopted at a meeting of the Santa
Monica City Council held on the 11th of May, 1999 by the following vote

Ayes Councilmembers Feinsiein, Genser, Holbrook. McKeown,
Q'Connor, Rosensten

Noes Councilmembers None
Abstain  Councilmembers None
Absent Councilmembers None

ATTEST

\mmﬁ

Maria M Stewart, City C}Erk



RESEARCH

May 1, 1999

MEMORANDUM

TO:

BETH SANCHEZ
City of Santa Monica

FROM: PAUL GOODWIN

RE:

GLS Research

Summary of Findings: Santa Monica Post-Election Study

METHODOLOGY

GLS Research conducted a telephone survey of 300 registered voters living In
Santa Monica The study was conducted on Aprnil 26 and 27, 1999, the two days
immediately following the city’s first weekend election The sample was drawn
randomly from the city’s official voter file, and every voter in the city with a
telephone had a equal opportunity of being interviewed The margin of error for a
sample of this size is plus or minus § 6 percent at a 85 percent confidence level

The purposes of the study included the following

To evaluate the public’s response to the weekend election, and assess
whether there is a clear preference for a weekend or for a traditional Tuesday
election, and

To evaluate response to a possible all-mail ballot

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Santa Monica voters show no clear preference when it comes to a weekend
election compared to a Tuesday election Forty-three percent prefer voting
on Tuesday, compared to 39 percent who prefer voting on the weekend

About 60 percent of the Tuesday supporters said they prefer to vote on that
day because they find the weekends to be foo busy or to be a time that 1s

devoted to other activities, such as family, work. travel, or outdoor activities
Another third of the Tuesday supporter expressed a preference for that day
because they are famihar with voting on that day and do not wish to change
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+ The main reason that weekend supporters prefer to vote on those days Is that
they find it more convenient and they have more time to vote Eighty-two
percent of the weekend supporters expressed those views

+ Only 9 percent have “strong personal objections” to a weekend election,
chiefly related to the cost associated with such elections

« The strongest vanation in preference for election days is seen among
homeowners compared to renters 56 percent of homeowners prefer voting
on Tuesday, compared to 34 percent of renters, 27 percent of homeowners
prefer voting on the weekend, compared to 47 percent of renters  In
addition, less frequent voters are more likely than very frequent voters to say
they prefer the weekend election, and young voters also appear more likely to
say they prefer the weekend compared to older voters Less frequent voters
are more likely to be non-white, non-partisans, younger than age 50, and
renters

» Fifty-eight percent agree that they are more likely to vote if the polls are open
two days rather than one This figure 1s highest among those people who
vote least frequently, among renters, and among voters under age 35

+ FEighty-seven percent said they were aware of the election the city held [ast
weekend Voters under age 35 were significantly less likely to be aware of
the election

+ Voters divide evenly on the question of holding city elections entirely by mall
Initially, 47 percent support the idea, and 43 percent oppose it But once
voters learn more about elections by mail (1 € that it saves the city money,
that it increases voting participation, and that they could deliver the ballots by
hand on election day), support rises significantly to 69 percent, with just 24
percent opposed

These figures suggest that by switching to all-weekend voting over two days, the
city 1s likely to facilitate turnout among those voters who are least likely to
participate at present in elections These would include younger voters,
minornities, renters, and non-partisan voters

However, there would remain a large block of more frequent voters for whom a
weekend election would be inconvenient or less convenient, or whom would be
concerned about cost Issues
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When it comes to an all-mail ballot, the survey makes it clear that the city must
transmit some critical information to voters in advance of any such election  Only
after voters learn about the cost savings, convenience, and increase in turnout
associated with mail ballots does majority support for an all-mail ballot emerge
A voter education in advance of any such change would be extremely valuable

DETAILED FINDINGS
Preference Tuesday v Weekend
Voters divide nearly evenly when asked if they would prefer to vote on a Tuesday

or if they prefer voting over a weekend As shown in Table 1, neither option
earns majority support among voters

Table 1
Preference Tuesday or Weekend Elections?
Response %
Tuesday 43
Weekend 39
Votes absentee 4
Other 3

No preference/not sure | 11

BASE (300}

Statistically significant differences in response are shown in Table 2 It indicates
the following

e Those who report voting most frequently are more likely to prefer a Tuesday
election, while those who say they vote only occasionally appear to prefer
weekend voting

« Renters prefer weekend voting compared to homeowners

s People who have never voted absentee are more likely to prefer weekends
than those who have voted absentee

« Peopie who have participated in fewer than 5 of the last 9 elections are more
likely to prefer weekends over more frequent voters

o Finally, It suggests that those who say they did not vote in the weekend
election prefer Tuesdays for voting However, the wide dispanty between
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reported voting behavior among respondents (close to 50 percent
participation) and actual participation (27 percent) makes these results
unrehable

Table 2
Election Day Preference Statistically Significant Differences in Response by
Voting Group

Prefer

Group Tuesday Weekend

% %
Say they always vote 48 29
Say they occasionally vote 37 51
Say they voted in weekend election 37 41
Say they did not vote in weekend election 49 37
Home/condo owners 56 27
Renters 27 47
Voted in 8 or 9 of last 9 elections 48 32
Voted in 5 to 7 of last 9 elections 48 31
Voted in 0 to 4 of last 9 elections 39 46
Absentee voters 46 30
Never voted absentee 42 43
BASE (300)

Reasons for Preference

There are two main reasons given for preferning a Tuesday election a negative
reaction to the idea of voting on the weekend, and a positive inclination towards
Tuesday voting As shown In Table 3, close to two-thirds of those preferring a
Tuesday vote indicate some concern about weekend voting, with about a third
who have an attachment especially to Tuesday
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Table 3
Why Do You Prefer Tuesday?
Reason %
Don’t Like Weekend Voting 64
Weekend is for family 8
Work on weekends 3
Busy on weekends 24
Out of town on weekends 14
Like to be outside 4
Weekend 1s inconvenient 4
Weekend not traditional 6
Religious objection 1
Prefer Tuesday Voting 33
Tuesday 1s more familiar 16
Tuesday 1s more convenient 9
Just prefer Tuesday 4
Other reasons 4
BASE (130)

Virtually everyone who preferred a weekend vote said that it was more
convenient, as shown in Table 4, only a handfu! said they were against Tuesday

voting in particular

Table 4

Why Do You Prefer Weekends?
Reason %
Like Weekends 87

Weekend more convenient 46

Have more time 36

Less Frantic 4

Just prefer weekend 1
Prefer Two Days 8
Tuesday Too Busy 4

BASE

(117)
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Respondents were also asked if they had any “strong personal objections” to
voting on a weekend Only 9 percent reported such objections Significant
differences In response are shown In Table 5

Table 5
Objections to Weekend Voting Significant Variations in Response

Group Yes No

% %
Home/condo owners 15 85
Renters 5 94
Age 65+ 19 81
Younger than 65 6 93
Republicans 15 85
Nonpartisans 0 98
BASE (300)

We asked voters with significant objections to weekend voting to identify their
concerns Of the 28 with such concerns, 11 reported a concern having to do with
the cost of the election Other responses were too small to classify

Impact of Voting Over Two Days

In total, 58 percent agreed that 'm more likely to vote if the polls are open two
days in a row rather than just one day ” Many of the 34 percent who disagreed
were voters who always vote anyhow For example

s Among voters who have participated In at least 8 of the last 9 pnmary and
general elections (23 percent of this sample), 48 percent disagreed with this
statement These voters will participate regardless of how many days they
have avallable to vote

* |n contrast, among voters who have participated in four or fewer of the last
nine primary and general elections (about half the sample), only 23 percent
disagreed and fully 73 percent agreed
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The impact of having two days for voting 1s likely to be especially pronounced
among voters under age 35 79 percent of them agreed that they would be more
likely to vote given two days Renters were aiso more likely to agree at 66
percent compared to 47 percent for owners Those who vote least frequently
were also among the most likely to say they would vote more often if the polls
were open two days

Table 6
More Likely to Vote if Polls Open Two Days Significant Variations in Response

Group Agree Disagree

% %
18-34 79 17
65+ 53 36
Voted in 8 or 9 of last 9 elections 41 48
Voted 1n 0 to 4 of last 9 elections 73 23
Homeowners 47 47
Renters 66 26
BASE (300)

Reaction to Vote by Mail Proposal

When first presented with the concept of voting entirely by mail, voters divided
nearly evenly 47 percent in favor in favor of it, and 43 percent opposed There
are four significant differences 1n response to this question

s Two-thirds of those who say that they were unaware of last weekend’s
election said they would favor a vote by mail election, compared to 45 percent
of those who said they were aware of it

» Sixty-three percent of those who say they only rarely vote would favor a vote
by mail election, compared to 46 percent of those who say they almost
always vote

o Fifty-six percent of those who say they did not vote in the weekend election
would favor a vote by mail election, compared to 39 percent of those who say
they did vote

o Fifty-six percent of voters under age 35 would favor a vote by mall election,
compared to 38 percent of seniors
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These results would suggest that the least reliable voters are most likely to say
would prefer a vote by mail election

Table 7
Response to All-Mail Ballots Significant Variations in Response
Group Favor Oppose
% %
18-34 56 41
65+ 38 47
Say they voted In weekend election 39 48
Say they did not vote in weekend election 56 39
Say they vote In every election 44 46
Say they only vote occasionally 63 33
BASE (300}

Respondents were then read three statements about vote by mall elections, and
asked If the statements made them more or less likely to favor such elections

All three were favorably received by voters that a vote by mail election would
save taxpayers money, that it would increase voter turnout, and that voters who
forgot to mail their ballot In can deliver them In person on election day

After hearing this information, voters shifted strongly in favor of the vote by mail
plan 69 percent would favor 1it, and only 23 percent would oppose it

Women n particular shifted to favor the plan, with 75 percent in favor of it
compared to 62 percent of men Voters under age 35 also moved strongly favor
it at 77 percent, compared to 60 percent of seniors

Awareness of Weekend Election

Eighty-seven percent said they were aware of the weekend election, including 98
percent of seniors compared to 73 percent of those under age 35 Of those who
sad they did not vote in that election, 76 percent said they were aware of it
Participation in Weekend Election

Fully 48 percent claimed that they voted In the weekend election, far exceeding

the actual 27 percent turnout  Significant differences in reported participation
rates include the following



Summary of Findings Santa Monica Election Study
Page 9

Fifty-four percent of Democrats, compared to 49 percent of Republicans, and
32 percent of nonpartisans

Fifty-three percent of white voters, compared to 20 percent of minorities

Eighty-five percent of seniors, compared to 62 percent of those ages 50-64,
486 percent of those age 35-49, and just 19 percent of those under age 35






GLS Research

Respondent |D#

(1) April 22, 1999
Santa Monica City «

AGGREGATE RESULTS #99336 (N=300)

Gender of Respondent Time Started
1 (Male) 49% Time Finished
2 (Female) 51 Total Time
Political Party
1 (Democrat) 56%
2 (Republican) 22
3 (Non-Partisan) --~--=--------=---=—=—- 16
4 (Other) 6
Hello, I'm from GLS Research, a public opinion research company May | speak to ?

{(MUST SPEAK TC VOTER LISTED. VERIFY THAT THE VOTER LIVES AT THE ADDRESS LISTED,
OTHERWISE TERMINATE.) We've been asked by the city of Santa Monica to conduct a brief, five minute
survey of local residents to learn your views on 1ssues facing the city  This 1s not a sales call and | am not
asking for money All your answers are kept sirictly confidential  {IF RESPONDENT SAYS NO OR NOT
NOW, ASK TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT FOR LATER)

1 As you may know, city elections are usually held on a Tuesday However, this past weekend. the city
held a special municipal election Were you aware of the election the city held last weekend, or not?

Yes. aware: 87%
No, not aware 13
(DON'T READ) DK/NA 0

2 If you had to choose, which would you prefer voting on a Tuesday, or voting over a weekend, on a

Saturday and Sunday? (IF RESPONDENT SAYS HE/SHE ALWAYS VOTES BY ABSENTEE
BALLOT, CODE AS 6. IF RESPONDENT ASKS WHETHER WE MEAN SATURDAY OR SUNDAY,
TELL THEM WE MEAN THE POLLS WOULD BE OPEN BOTH DAYS FOR PEOPLE TO VOTE)

Prefer Tuesday (ASK Q.3) 43%
Prefer Saturday/Sunday {SKIP TO Q.4) 39
(DON'T READ) VOTES ABSENTEE (SKIP TO Q.5) -——-- 4
(DON’T READ) OTHER (SKIP TO Q.5) -----=--r--mmceecenas 3

(DON'T READ) DX/NA (SKIP TO Q.5) -mmermemmemmmmmmemnenee] 1
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IF RESPONSE IN Q.2 IS TUESDAY, ASK Q.3, THEN SKIP TO Q.5:
3 Why would you prefer to vote on a Tuesday rather than voting over a weekend? (RECORD VERBATIM
AND THEN CODE -- PROBE TO FIT INTO CATEGORIES IF POSSIBLE — OTHERWISE CODE AS

OTHER)

(N=130)
(DON'T READ)
Religious objections to weekend voting 1%
Weekend not traditional 6
Weekend 1s time for family 8
Not in town on weekends 14
Work on weekends 3
Busy on weekends 24
Sports on TV on weekends 0
Like to be outside on weekends 4
Confusing/likely to forget if weekends 2
Weekends inconvenient for other reasons 4
Tuesday 1s more familiar/traditional 16
Tuesday more convenient 9
Vote Tuesday on way to work/school/dropping off kids, etc ---- 2
Just prefer Tuesday 4
Other 2
None 0

IF RESPONSE IN Q.2 IS SATURDAY/SUNDAY, ASK Q.4:
4 Why would you prefer voting on the weekend over voting on Tuesday? (PROBE TO FIT INTO THESE
CATEGORIES IF POSSIBLE) (RECORD VERBATIM AND THEN CODE)

(N-117)
{DON'T READ)
Weekend more convenient 46%
Have more time on weekend 36
Like having two days to vote 8
Weekend more relaxed/less frantic--------—---—--o--— 4
More likely to be in Santa Monica on weekend-—---- 0
Usually busy on Tuesday 3
Just prefer weekend 1
Other 1
DK/NA 1
ASK EVERYONE
5 Do you have any strong personal objections to the city having held an election on a Saturday and
Sunday?
YES (ASK Q 6) 9%
NO (SKIP TO Q 7) 90

(DON'T READ) DK/NA (SKIPTOQ7)--0



Santa Monica Study 99336 Page 3

IF YES ON Q.5 ASK:

6 in a word or two. what was your objection to the city having held an election on a Saturday and Sunday?
(PROBE TO FIT INTO THESE CATEGORIES IF POSSIBLE) (RECORD VERBATIM AND THEN
CODE)

(N=28)

(DON’T READ)

Religious objections 7%
Not traditional 4
Day for family 0
Not in town on weekends -——----——-——-——— 7
Work on weekends 0
Busy on weekends 14
Sports on TV 0
Like to be outside on weekends----—-—--—-- 4
Confusing/likely to forget----—----—-—-—---—-4
Inconvenient for other reasons --—--———--—--4
Just prefer Tuesday 11
Cost of weekend election --~-----—--——-----36
Other 10
None 0

ASK EVERYONE
7 Next, please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement (IF AGREE/DISAGREE
ASK) "lIs that STRONGLY or SOMEWHAT?" (ROTATE)

STR Sw SW STR DK
AGR AGR DIS DIS NA
I'm more likely to vote If the polls are open two
days in a row rather than just one day 36% 22% -——-- 15%-----19% -—--- 8%
8 Next, which of the following two statements comes closer to describing your attitudes about voting
(READ BOTH BEFORE RECORDING - ROTATE)
[1 A |voten every election or nearly every election 82%
OR
[1 B !only vote when there 1s something really big at stake 17
(DON'T READ) OTHER 0
(DON'T READ) DK/NA 1

9 And which of these two statements comes closer to your voting behavior (READ BOTH BEFORE
RECORDING - ROTATE)

[1 A Igenerally vote by absentee ballot whenever | can 15%

OR

[] B | generally prefer to vote in person at the polls on election day 81
(DON'T READ) OTHER 2
(DON'T READ) DK/NA 2

10 Last weekend. there was a city election Many people did not get a chance to vote In that election Did
you happen to vote in the election last weekend, or did you not get a chance to vote in that city election
for any reason?

Yes, voted 48%
Did not vote 51
(DON'T READ)  DK/NA =--r-mmmemmmmmemmeees 1
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11 Some people have proposed that city elections be held entirely by mail, so that everyone would vote by
mail ballot rather than by voting at the polls on election day Does this sound like something you would
favor or oppose for city elections? (IF FAVOR/OPPOSE ASK) “Is that strongly or somewhat?”

Strongly favor 19%
Somewhat favor 28
Somewhat oppose 17
Strongly oppose 26
(DON'T READ)  DK/NA —-—-mmmmmmeen- §

12 Would you be more likely, or less likely, to favor holding elections entirely by mail if you knew that (READ-
ROTATE) (IF MORE/LESS LIKELY ASK) 'lIs that MUCH (morefless) hikely or SOMEWHAT?" (ROTATE)

MUCH sSw SW MUCH (DON'T READ)
MORE MORE  LESS LESS NO DK/
LIKELY  LIKELY LIKELY LIKELY EFFECT NA

[] a People would have an extended period

in which to turn in their mail ballots.

and could deliver them by hand on

election day If they forgot to mail it in 39% 28%
[1 b Vote by mail elections held in Oregon

and in parts of California resuited in

much higher voter turnout and

participation 44 27 2 7 16
[1] ¢ Holding an election entirely by mail 1s much

less expensive and saves the taxpayers

money 54 18 3 9 13 3

3% —mmmn 14% - 14% ——-2%

i

13 Hawving heard more about elections in which the voting 1s conducted entirely by mail, does it sound like
something you would favor or oppose for city elections? (IF FAVOR/OPPOSE ASK) ‘Is that strongly or

somewhat?”
Strongly favor 35%
Somewhat favor 34
Somewhat oppose 5
Strongly oppose 18
(DON'T READ) DK/NA ———-—--—ee-——- 8
NOW FOR A FEW BACKGROUND QUESTIONS
14 Do you own or rent your home, condominium, Own home --—----—-—-—-—-35%
or apartment, or do you live in a mobile home? Own condo ----==-sae-eme——- 6
Rent: 56
Mobile home -----e-=emmr-- 0
Refused 2
15 With which racial or ethnic group do you White 74%
identify yourself White or Black/African-American ------------=-=-==-=---- 2
European, Black or African- Hispanic/Latino 7
American, Hispanic or Latino, Asian 4
Asian. of mixed race, or of some other ethnic Mixed Race 2
or racial background? Other 2

(DON'T READ) REFUSED -----ermemmmmnmeee 8
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16 Finally. what year were you born in, please? (RECORD LAST TWO DIGITS EXACTLY AND CIRCLE
APPROPRIATE CATEGORY BELOW) (IF REFUSED, ASK) “Well. were you born in (READ RANGES

OF YEARS) "
1980-1974 (18-24) 8%
1973-1969 (25-29) 7
1968-1964 (30-34) 1
1963-1959 (35-39) 14
1958-1954 (40-44) 9
1953-1949 (45-49) 9
1948-1844 (50-54) 8
1943-1939 (55-59) 6
1938-1934 (60-64) 6
1933-1929 (65-69) 4
1928-1924 (70-74) 3
Before 1923 (75+) 9
{DON'T READ) Refused --------—roeeceeeeeeu §
THANK AND TERMINATE

Name Precinct

Address Rep #

City Page #

Zip

Interviewer Cluster #
FLAGS
J/90 0%
N/90 ¢]

Areacode( ) J/92 37

Phone # N/92 59
N/93 30

Date J/94 31
N/94 54
M/96 43
N/96 65
J/88. 52
N/98 77
ABSENTEE
1 time 15%
2 times 6
3 times 2
4 times 1
5 or more times 4

Not reported 72
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building shall be allowed If parking reauired by this Ordinance for the second
unit 1s provided, and all other provisions of this Ordinance are met.

(3) Conversion of existing floor area of the main dwellina. The
creation of a second unit through conversion of part of the existing floor area
of the main dwelfing shall be allowed. provided it does not result in the floor
area of the main dwelling being less than 150% of the floor area of the
second unit, or in violation of the standards of the Uniform Buildina Cede or
Uniform Housing Code.

(k)  Prohibition against rental. The second unit shall not be
rented except to those persons whose occupancy 1s authorized bv
subsection 9 04 13 040(a)

) Deed Restriction. Prior to 1ssuance of a buildina permit. or in
the case of an existing second unit, within 45 davs following the effective
date of approval of a Use Permit. the apphcant shall record a deed restriction
with the Countv Recorder in a form approved by the City Attorney setting
forth the requirements of this Ordinance. including the applicable occupancy

and sale restrictions. This deed restriction shall run with the land.
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WHEREAS, in response, Staff proposed an ordinance, and the Planning
Commussion conducted a public heanng on the proposed ordinance on September 11,
1996, and

WHEREAS, the proposed ordinance, together with modifications suggested by the
Planning Commission, came before the City Council at its meeting of September 24, 1996,
and the Council conducted a public hearing, and

WHEREAS, n the course of that hearing, a significant number of City residents
expressed their concerns about permitting the development of additional second units In
the R-1 distnict, and

WHEREAS, those concerns included increased noise, increased air pollution,
security rnisks, the creation and exacerbation of traffic and parking problems, inordinate
demand on the infrastructure of older neighborhoods which were planned and built to be
R-1, and the lack of quiet, peaceful spaces in the community, and

WHEREAS, a much smaller number of speakers favored allowing second units in
the single family distnicts, and

WHEREAS, at the conclusion of the hearing, the Council deliberated on the
available options and directed staff to prepare an ordinance which would prohibit second
units in the R-1 and OP-1 districts (hereinafter referred to in this section as the "R-1
District"} only; and

WHEREAS, at the October 8, 1986 City Council meeting, the Council considered
an ordinance which clarified the allowance of second units in all multi-family dstricts, and

protubited second units in the R-1 district subject to a imited "hardship exemption," and
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