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Ambassadors for Children
June Newsletter

Events
Healing and Thriving: A National Summit on the Child of
Immigrants

 Wednesday, June 23rd, 11 am - 3 pm ET

Immigrant children and families face unique challenges that are affected by
federal and state policies. This Wednesday, join our partner organizations for a
discussion of critical topics impacting immigrant children, including federal
immigration policy, the COVID-19 pandemic, mental health needs, racism and
xenophobia, and more: Register here

Take Action
Tell Congress to Cut Child Poverty: Make changes to the Child
Tax Credit permanent

When Congress passed the American Rescue Plan in March, they added a one-
year expansion to programs like the Child Tax Credit, a move that could reduce
child poverty by almost half. 

Expanding the Child Tax Credit is well researched and long overdue. This is a
once-in-a-generation opportunity to end child poverty — but only if we can
make these temporary changes permanent.

→ Make a call: Use our call script and easy-to-use form to call your
members of Congress. We need to send a strong message: the newly
expanded Child Tax Credit is a proven approach to fighting child poverty,
and its improvements should not expire: Call now

→ Sign the petition: More than 280 national and state organizations joined
us in calling for permanent tax improvements to the Child Tax Credit,
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Earned Income Tax Credit, and Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit. Now
we need your voice: Sign now

Resources
→ READ: Ending criminalization in schools

Last Thursday, members of Congress introduced the Counseling Not
Criminalization in Schools Act, legislation that would invest in mental health
supports for students and address the over-policing of K-12 schools. This bill
aims to decrease the criminalization of students, especially students of color
and students with disabilities, and improve social and educational outcomes by
increasing students’ access to counselors, social workers, and other school
personnel. 

We at First Focus Campaign for Children strongly support this bill. Read our
analysis on the impact of punitive school policies by Conor Sasner, First Focus
Director of Education and Child Research.

→ READ: How does the Child Tax Credit reduce poverty?

Expanding the Child Tax Credit is a well-researched approach to dramatically
reducing child poverty. Learn more with our resources:

Watch: The Fight to End Child Poverty: A Conversation with Rep. Rosa
DeLauro
Watch: Tax Policy: It’s A Kids Issue (A Conversation with Sen. Michael
Bennet)
Read: First Focus President Bruce Lesley: Cutting Child Poverty In Half is
Historic 
Share: Twitter Thread: The #ChildTaxCredit is an important tool to
#EndChildPoverty

→ REVIEW: Children’s Week 2021

During our fourth annual Children’s Week, we reminded our leaders that every
issue — from immigration to taxes to health care — is a kids’ issue. Watch our
recorded conversations featuring members of Congress, advocates,
academics, policy experts, and remarks from Secretary of Education Miguel
Cardona.

→ REVIEW: Last week’s SCOTUS decision on the Affordable Care Act
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Last Thursday, the Supreme Court ruled on California v. Texas, a case
challenging elements of the Affordable Care Act. Their decision will keep the
ACA intact and protect the health coverage of more than 3 million children.
Read our statement on the outcome here.

Donate | Invite a friend | Schedule a call with the Advocacy Director

Did someone forward you this email? Subscribe by joining our grassroots
network as an Ambassador for Children.

--
First Focus Campaign for Children 
This email was sent to tsmith32@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here. 
You can also keep up with Lauren Lamb, First Focus on Twitter or Facebook.
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