
 

 
February 14, 2017 
 
The Honorable Knute Buehler 
900 Court St, NE 
Room H-389 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
RE: HB 2523 (Buehler) Authorizes Legal Theft of a Firearm 
POSITION: OPPOSE 
LOCATION: House Judiciary Committee 
 
Dear Representative Buehler,  
 
On behalf of the members and supporters of the Firearms Policy Coalition, I submit our full opposition to HB 
2523, which authorizes gun dealers to accept for “safekeeping” a firearm surrendered by a family or household 
member of a person who they believe is at risk of causing physical injury to self or others with firearm.  
 
HB 2523 would encourage any current or former roommate, in-law, blood relative, or sexual partner an 
individual has ever had to take their gun, without their knowledge, and drop it off at a gun store, which would 
be under no obligation to inform the rightful owner (if the dealer was even able to confirm whom that person 
was) of that firearm that they are in possession of their private property.  
 
The failure to provide any process to define “risk”, provide notification, tracking of the firearm, or hold 
household members accountable for bad actions is simply irresponsible. We predict that the resulting stolen 
firearms reports would more informative than anything revealed by this measure. 
 
The fact that anyone a person has ever had sex with, or any distant relative may steal a firearm without 
informing the person, drive it to the other side of the state and give it for “safekeeping” to a dealer, who in turn 
has no duty to inform the owner -- is counter to the foundational values of privacy, property, and due process 
rights.  
 
Besides being a clear violation of individual private property rights, due process, privacy, and likelihood it will 
encourage mischief and theft, this measure attempts to debase the individual, fundamental and enumerated 
right to keep and bear arms.  
 
For the reasons listed above we oppose the passage of HB 2523, or any other similar attempts to undermine 
our members fundamental and enumerated rights. We urge the committee to reject this measure. 
 
In Freedom, 
 
/s/ 
Philip Watson 
Legislative Advocate  
 
Cc: House udiciary Committee, House Leadership 
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