
 

 
 
February 8, 2017 
 
The Honorable Matthew Shea  
Member, House Judiciary Committee 
John L. O'Brien Bldg., 204A 
P.O. Box 40600  
Olympia, WA 98504-0600  
 
RE: HB 1004 (Shea) Possession of Firearms During a State of Emergency 
POSITION: SUPPORT 
LOCATION: House Judiciary  
 
Dear Representative Shea, 
  
On behalf of the members and supporters of the Firearms Policy Coalition I respectfully submit our full support 
of House Bill 1004, a measure which seeks to repeal the state’s “emergency powers” of the governor to ban 
residents’ possession of firearms by executive decree.  
 
During a declared emergency, when public safety and first responder resources would surely be stretched or 
simply inaccessible, citizens would likely be on their own to lawfully defend themselves and others.  
 
As the nation witnessed in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, the Mayor of New Orleans ordered a total ban 
and confiscation of lawfully possessed firearms--at precisely the moment they were most needed to fend off 
dangerous people and restore order. That life and death decision endangered his constituents and law 
enforcement as resources were wasted disarming civilians and separating them from their ability to defend 
themselves from those who would prey on their own neighbors. 
 
Furthermore, the City eventually admitted, as a result of the litigation that followed, that the ban was a 
constitutional and legal overreach. Since Katrina, numerous states have amended their codes as a result of 
responsible and forward thinking measures such as this one, or have been compelled to do so by the courts.  
 
Here in Washington, which sits on a dangerous earthquake zone, these scenarios are not outside the realm of 
possibility. HB 1004 attempts to correct this obviously flawed and failed policy before it’s too late.  
 
For these reasons we urge passage of this important measure and thank the author for his efforts.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
Philip Watson 
Rights Advocate 
 
Cc: Judiciary Committee Members  
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