
 

 
 
February 8, 2017 
 
The Honorable Matthew Shea  
Member, House Judiciary Committee 
John L. O'Brien Bldg., 204A 
P.O. Box 40600  
Olympia, WA 98504-0600  
 
RE: HB 1015 (Shea) Lifting CPL Restrictions in certain Gun Free Zones 
POSITION: Support 
LOCATION: House Judiciary  
 
Dear Representative Shea, 
 
On behalf of the members and supporters of Firearms Policy Coalition, I respectfully submit our support to 
House Bill 1015, repealing loopholes in state law which allow banning the lawful carry of firearms for 
self-defense by CPL holders on property owned or controlled by the government. 
 
We thank you for authoring this thoughtful measure, recognizing that the fundamental human right to 
self-defense, and, the enumerated right to keep and bear arms does not stop when entering a “gun-free zone,” 
rather, it is simply being infringed--at great risk to those inside these zones. 
 
Of incidents the FBI classifies as mass shootings, the vast majority occur in “gun free” zones. These “gun free” 
zones often have little if any security measures at all, thus relying on the naive assumption that criminals, 
terrorists, and the criminally insane will obey these laws and posted requests. Criminals by their very definition 
do not obey the law. Disarming law abiding citizens only creates soft targets which will obviously continue to be 
targeted for their lack of ability to resist an armed attack with parity.  
 
Notable incidents of lawful armed response thwarting attacks are commonly ignored by media outlets and 
anti-rights advocates because they (thankfully) never rose to the level of being a “mass shooting.” As you 
know, all CPL holders are vetted and background checked, while those who would prey on others need not 
bother registering with the state.  
 
HB 1015 would do the right thing and empower lawfully armed citizens to defend themselves and others. The 
idea that responsible citizens should continue to be disarmed to appease those with fanciful ideals of a utopian 
society is not only misguided, it begs the question; how many more innocents must die in “gun free” zones 
before holders of these fanciful utopian ideals admit responsibility for creating more victims?  
 
We strongly urge the passage of HB 1015 and commend the author for addressing this issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
Philip Watson 
Legislative Advocate 
 
Cc: House Judiciary Members 

 
4212 N. Freeway Blvd. Suite 6, Sacramento, CA, 95834  

firearmspolicy.org 
 


