
 

February 10, 2017 
 
The Honorable David Taylor 
421 John L. O'Brien Bldg 
Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 
RE: HB 1190 (Taylor) Gun Owner Privacy 
POSITION: SUPPORT 
LOCATION: Judiciary 
 
Dear Representative Taylor,  
 
On behalf of the members and supporters of the Firearms Policy Coalition I wish to extend our 
full public support for your bill HB 1190, a bill which seeks to end the state’s needless and costly 
database of lawful pistol owners, their personal information, and their firearms owned. 
 
The sensitive information in this database contains all of a citizen’s identifying information, SSN, 
DOB, driver license #, CPL #, address, occupation, height, weight, hair color, eye color, race, 
and last but not least, all information about purchased firearms.  
 
The wide ranging potential for internal or external abuse of this centralized, private information 
is stunning. The potential harm to the public in security, finance, and privacy would be immense 
should this database become public, or be abused in any way. 
 
It is also highly conspicuous how we lack any legitimate information at all on how many, and 
what crimes (if any) have every been solved using this database. The state has spent many 
millions of taxpayer dollars implementing and maintaining this database. And to what end?  
 
If it is prohibited person that we seek to keep away from firearms, then let us do so with those 
that are flagged as such. Lawful purchases can and should remain private after their transaction 
has been approved by the state and completed.  
 
There is no vital government need served by knowing how many, nor what type of firearms a 
law abiding citizen owns--no more than how many or what kind of books a citizen has in their 
library. 
 
We urge the passage of HB 1190 and commend the author for addressing the important issues 
of privacy and firearms rights. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
Philip Watson 
Rights Advocate 
 
Cc: Judiciary Committee Members, House Leadership  

4212 N. Freeway Blvd. Suite 6, Sacramento, CA, 95834  
firearmspolicy.org 


