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February 7, 2017 
 
The Honorable Laurie Jinkins  
308 John L. O’Brien BLDG 
PO Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 
The Honorable Jamie Pederson 
235 John A. Cherberg BLDG 
PO Box 40443 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 
RE:  HB 1731 (Jinkins) and SB 5552 (Pederson) Firearms transfers 
POSITION: SUPPORT IF AMENDED 
LOCATION:  House Judiciary and Senate Law and Justice 
 
Dear Representative Jinkins and Senator Pederson, 
 
On behalf of the members and supporters of the Firearms Policy Coalition, we wish to address the bill 
HB 1731 and SB 5552 and offer our full support if amended.  
 
By offering this bill it is understood and acknowledged that there are many flaws within the state’s 
current firearms background check and “transfer” law. We want to thank the authors for bringing 
these important issues to light. As introduced, these measures modestly address some issues that 
could put otherwise innocent people in jeopardy of criminal liability. It is for that, we thank you.  
 
However, it is our intention to further address pressing issues in the same code sections that could 
offer additional fixes, saving the state and consumer alike in time, money, and unnecessary 
bureaucracy.   
 
Federally Licensed Collectors of Curios and Relics 
 
Washingtonians who are vetted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and licensed by the 
Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (BATF), prior to the passage of I-594, were able to conduct 
some limited transactions, and only with those firearms deemed by the BATF to be “curio and relics.” 
They could do so across state lines without intercession by a “dealer.” They must keep a log of their 
transactions and submit to inspection by the BATF and have regular license renewals. 
 
This license is known as an “FFL 03: collector of curio and relics.” The firearms involved are at least 
50 years old and/or have some sort of value associated with their historical significance. Currently, 
these licensees are unclear about their status in Washington, HB 1731 and SB 5552 are well 
positioned to restore much needed clarity for these federally licensed collectors’ status in 
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Washington, allowing them to add to their historical collections as licensed and vetted, bona fide 
collectors exercising their federal license without state-level criminal liability. The authors should 
consider exempting these licensees from the transfer requirements just as the measures exempt in-
laws, or at the very least, clarify their collector activities. 
  
Concealed Pistol Licenses 
 
Current law in Washington State does not allow for conducting a private “transfer,” “trade,” nor “sale” 
by individuals whom have undergone the strictest background checks in the nation without going 
through a Federally Licensed Firearms dealer (FFL). The Washington State Concealed Pistol License 
(CPL) is a state which requires fingerprints and thoroughly background checks every CPL applicant 
against state and federal databases of prohibited individuals.  
 
State and federal law dictates that CPL holders whose licenses were issued on or after July 22, 2011, 
qualify as exempt from future background checks when purchasing a firearm.1 
 
Under federal law, those who have been issued a qualifying state CPL are exempt from background 
checks if those permits were issued:  
 

1) Within the previous five years in the state in which the transfer is to take place 
2) After an authorized government official has conducted a background investigation, including 
a search of the NICS database, to verify that possession of a firearm would not be unlawful.2 

 
Immediate revocation of a Washington State CPL occurs if the holder of the CPL enters a prohibited 
category. Current state law forces two CPL holders to enter a brick and mortar Federally Licensed 
Firearms dealer, transfer the firearms, and pay any associated fees to the dealer. That is a needless 
process if both transferees hold CPLs which are current.  
 
Reforming an Antiquated Sale and Transfer Law 
 
The current state law, contradictory as it is, piggy backs on the FFL background check law that is 
more than 20 years old. Thus, piggy backing on the old system requires individuals to sometimes 
travel long distances and incur expenses for any firearms transactions; including trades, sales, or 
simple possession for lawful purposes. 
 
As a much more viable alternative, the state could simply form an automated system allowing 
individuals to confirm the CPL ID number is valid, thus making the current law a much less 
burdensome system to comply with.  
 
This type of system could allow the more than 500,000 Washington State CPL holders to conduct 
their own personal matters in a manner which would not be needlessly duplicative, expensive, and 
time consuming like the current obtuse ban on any type of “transfer” without entering an FFL and 
paying fees. Such a system would also increase compliance with the law by making the system 

                                                 
1 https://www.atf.gov/rules-and-regulations/permanent-brady-permit-chart  

2 18 U.S.C. § 922(t)(3), 27 C.F.R. § 478.102(d) 

https://www.atf.gov/rules-and-regulations/permanent-brady-permit-chart
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easier, simpler, cheaper, and more friendly for firearms owners and enthusiasts.  
 
Furthermore, this type of user friendly system would encourage individuals to undergo the more 
thorough CPL background check; therefore, verifying applicant eligibility to engage in transactions 
with better efficiency and higher success rates than the antiquated and duplicative brick and mortar 
FFL system. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
/s/ 
Philip Watson 
Rights Advocate 
 
 
Cc: Bill Co-sponsors, Committee Members, House Leadership 


