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Wednesday, February 22, 2017 
 
The Honorable Reggie Jones-Sawyer, Chair 
Assembly Committee on Public Safety 
1020 N Street, Room 111 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Regarding: Assembly Bill 424 (McCarty) 
Position: Oppose  
 
Dear Asm. Jones-Sawyer, 
 
On behalf of the members and supporters of Firearms Policy Coalition, I would like to express our opposition to Assembly 
Bill 424 (McCarty) a measure which seeks to subvert the authority of local education officials to make crucial decisions in 
regards to the safety of their students and staff.     
 
AB 424 removes the long time practice of allowing school district superintendents and/or their designees the ability to 
decide who (if anyone) would be allowed to possess a firearm on school grounds. Even with the passage of SB 707 
(Wolk) in 2015, this authority remained as a recognition that local education officials were most likely to be in the best 
position to make decisions about the safety and protection of their students and staff.  
 
One has to wonder why there is a need to remove such authority, given that SB 707 has been in effect for little more than 
a year. Has there been an uptick in school shootings? No. Has there been an increase in the number of firearms being 
found on school grounds? No. Has there been an increase in any negative incidents relating to Concealed Carry Permit 
holders? No. In fact, the only thing that has changed is the number of school districts that have chosen to exercise their 
legal authority to allow individuals (specifically concealed carry permit holders) to possess a firearm on campus.  
 
To date, five out the state’s 1000 plus school districts have approved policies allowing staff and/or community members 
who possess a ccw permit to have a firearm on school grounds. In fact, the only reason for this measure is that less than 
0.5% of school districts chose to exercise the authority granted to them under law in a way contrary to that which is 
desired by the author.   
 
Local control is based on the idea that decisions are best made by those who are most familiar with the needs and values 
of their community. The constitutional right to bear arms is based on the fundamental human right to self-defense. AB 424 
undermines these very important principles based on little more than a whim; and thus should be soundly rejected by this 
committee.  
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Craig DeLuz 
Legislative & Public Affairs 
 
Cc: Author; Members of the Committee 


