Tuesday, May 23, 2017
VIA E-MAIL & U.S. MAIL
Mayor Marilyn Strickland
City of Tacoma City Council
747 Market Street
Tacoma, WA 98402
RE:

City of Tacoma Municipal Code § 8.66.080

To the Honorable Mayor Strickland and Members of the Tacoma City Council:
I write you today regarding City of Tacoma Municipal Code § 8.66.080, a categorical ban on the sale,
manufacturing, purchasing, possessing or carrying of any “electroshock device” by a law-abiding Tacoma
resident, visitor, or traveler.
(An “electroshock device” “means any electric or other conductive energy device such as a TASER,
stun gun, or other device designed to deliver an electronic charge, which apparently is capable of producing
bodily harm or incapacitation to any degree, whether directly from the device or through a missile or
projectile…” Municipal Code § 8.66.080.E.)
It has come to my attention that other cities around the United States have continued the trend of
repealing laws like Tacoma’s § 8.66.080 ban on electronic arms. For example, just today Chris Eger of
Guns.com reported that, “Following a court challenge in the form of a federal lawsuit on Second
Amendment grounds, the Crescent City has lifted its ban on stun guns and [T]asers.” 1
And, earlier this year, it was reported that “[t]wo months after a Maryland man took Annapolis
officials to federal court over their stun gun prohibition, the City Council passed emergency legislation to
repeal the ban.” 2
Indeed, as the Capital Gazette reported, Annapolis City Attorney Mike Leahy said that "Because of
the lawsuit brought by this resident and foundation for gun rights, it is rather clear that [a total ban on
electronic arms] is presently ruled by the courts as unconstitutional against people's rights to bear arms. It is
highly likely we would lose this (lawsuit).” 3
The taxpayers and residents of the City of Tacoma would be well-served by an expeditious repeal of
the outdated and ill-advised subject ban.
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Please contact me at pjw@fpchq.org or (916) 378-5787 should you have any questions or if I can be
of service to you.
Thank you very much for your time.
Sincerely,

/s/
Philip J. Watson
Civil Rights Advocate – Northwest
Firearms Policy Coalition
Enclosures
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