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Thursday, January 11, 2018 
 
The Honorable Jaime Pedersen, Chair 
Senate Committee on Law and Justice 
235 John A. Cherberg Building 
P.O. Box 40443 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 
RE:  Senate Bill 5463 (Palumbo) – Storage of firearms. 
 
POSITION: STRONGLY OPPOSE 
 
 
Dear Senator Pedersen: 
 
 On behalf of the members and supporters of Firearms Policy Coalition, I respectfully submit our 
opposition to Senate Bill 5463 (Palumbo).  
 
 This outrageous and inequitable bill would shift the liability for violent criminal acts away from the 
criminals who break into someone’s securely-locked home and use illegally-acquired firearms during their 
illegal activities, to the law-abiding person who was the victim of the crime in the first instance. 
 
 This raises the question: What about a family who suffers the break-in theft of lawfully-possessed 
pharmaceuticals, cars, knives, or other commonly-possessed dangerous items? Would it be proper or fair 
to impose the liability for someone else’s crimes on them? Of course, it would not be. 
 
 And with respect to the rare, yet nonetheless tragic circumstance of a child accessing unlocked 
firearms, we ask this: Is it really appropriate to command the imprisonment of otherwise law-abiding and 
loving parents after they losing a child in an accident? For those cases where the answer might be “yes,” 
existing laws have been used to charge individuals that may have been criminally negligent. 
 
 SB 5463 doesn’t even offer incentives or opportunities for compliance among those least able to 
purchase the expensive solutions this bill would require. The poor and underserved communities of 
Washington are the very people who will, no doubt, be the hardest hit by SB 5463. 
 
 As the proposed law prophetically acknowledges, some prosecutions would “result in decreased 
respect for the law.” We submit that this ill-conceived and shortsighted measure also runs the risk of loss 
of respect for this august institution.  
 
 For all of the reasons stated above, we must oppose SB 5463 and urge your “NO” vote. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact us at (855) 372-7522 or policy@fpchq.org if we can be of any assistance 
to you or your staff. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

 
Philip Watson 
Legislative Advocate 

 
Cc: Author; Committee Members 


