
	

	
	

4212 N. Freeway Blvd. Suite 6, Sacramento, CA, 95834	
firearmspolicy.org	

 
Thursday, January 11, 2018 
 
The Honorable Jaime Pedersen, Chair 
Senate Committee on Law and Justice 
235 John A. Cherberg Building 
P.O. Box 40443 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 
RE:  Senate Bill 5992 (Van De Wege) – Ban on Semi-Automatic Firearms, Devices, 

Accessories, and Gunsmithing 
 
POSITION: STRONGLY OPPOSE 
 
 
Dear Senator Pedersen: 
 
 On behalf of the members and supporters of Firearms Policy Coalition, I respectfully submit our 
opposition to Senate Bill 5992 (SB 5992). This Orwellian bill would prohibit “any part, or combination of 
parts” – whatever those might be – that are “designed or intended” – based upon some ethereal, unspecified 
standard – “to accelerate the rate of fire of a firearm, but does not convert the firearm into a machine gun…” 
(Underline added.) 
 
 RCW 9.41.010(17) defines a "machine gun" as “any firearm known as a machine gun, mechanical 
rifle, submachine gun, or any other mechanism or instrument not requiring that the trigger be pressed for 
each shot and having a reservoir clip, disc, drum, belt, or other separable mechanical device for storing, 
carrying, or supplying ammunition which can be loaded into the firearm, mechanism, or instrument, and 
fired therefrom at the rate of five or more shots per second.” Conversely, all semi-automatic firearms – by 
definition – fire one and only one cartridge for each activation of the trigger mechanism. Their rate of fire is 
constant: one shot per press of the trigger. And that rate of fire is still mechanically and legally true even if 
someone has a fast trigger finger, a piece of string, a rubber band, or anything else that makes the dwell 
time between shots longer or shorter. 
 
 If the targets of this bill are not “machine guns,” then the bill’s true aim must be to ban all semi-
automatic firearms that a law enforcement officer or prosecutor might construe to be a firearm that is not a 
machine gun but nevertheless a semi-automatic firearm with a “too-fast” “rate of fire.” To paraphrase the 
late United States Supreme Court Justice Potter Stewart, maybe police and prosecutors will just ‘know it 
when they see it’….or, perhaps they could never succeed in intelligibly doing so. 
 
 Since SB 5992 leaves open what “any part, or combination of parts” might mean, this bill swallows 
millions of common internal and external aftermarket parts and gunsmithing work—lawfully possessed and 
used by the millions for hunting, marksmanship shooting, competitions, and self-defense.  And SB 5992 
poses serious violations of federal and state constitutional principles, including (not but limited to): violating 
the fundamental, individual right to keep and bear arms; due process of law; unconstitutional vagueness; 
and takings of property without just compensation.  
 
 Indeed, SB 5992 would enact vague and ambiguous new terms; impose a broad, confiscatory ban 
on a virtually-limitless range of firearms and items; and subject law-abiding Washingtonians to serious 
criminal liability under potentially arbitrary and capricious enforcement of the laws, as well as many different 
(and potentially conflicting) state and local interpretations.  
 
 For all of the reasons stated above, we must oppose SB 5992 and urge your “NO” vote. 
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Please don’t hesitate to contact us at (855) 372-7522 or policy@fpchq.org if we can be of any assistance 
to you or your staff. 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully, 
 
 

 
Philip Watson 
Legislative Advocate 

 
 
Cc: Author; Committee Members 


