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Tuesday, February 27, 2018 
 
Assembly Member Reginald Jones Sawyer Sr., Chair 
Assembly Member Tom Lackey, Vice Chair 
Assembly Public Safety Committee 
1020 N Street (LOB), Room 111 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 

 

Regarding:  Assembly Bill 1903 (Gonzalez Fletcher) 
Position: Opposed Unless Amended 
 
 
Dear Assemblymembers Jones-Sawyer and Lackey: 
 
 On behalf of the members and supporters of Firearms Policy Coalition, I write you today 
regarding Assembly Bill 1903 (AB 1903) and request some common-sense amendments to address 
the threat to public safety that evidence-shredding firearm “buyback” programs are.  
 
 Indeed, AB 1903 altogether misses the bigger picture about firearms “buyback” programs: 
These events actually hurt public safety, undermine California’s more than 5,000 criminal laws, 1 
and allow violent criminals and murderers to not only dispose of evidence (i.e., guns used in crime) 
but in most cases get paid for doing as much with no questions asked.2  
 
 In California, violent criminals and murderers can simply walk up to a firearm buyback 
event, and, with no questions asked, hand over firearms—firearms that they may not own, may 
have stolen, may not lawfully possess, may have used in serious crimes, etc.—without any fear of 
being identified, investigated, or prosecuted by law enforcement. 3 That just doesn’t make sense. 

                                                        
1 “California’s criminal code has grown to more than 5,000 separate provisions, covering almost every 
conceivable form of human misbehavior.” October 3, 2015 veto message of Gov. Jerry Brown regarding 
nine bills, online at http://bit.ly/2EVgUsU. 
 
2 “Gun buybacks are events where individuals can turn in firearms to law enforcement, usually with no 
questions asked, and receive some kind of compensation in return.” About Buybacks, GunXGun 
organization, online at http://www.gunxgun.org/buybacks_faq. The “City of Los Angeles Gun Buyback 
initiative rewards the voluntary surrender of firearms . . . [i]n partnership with the LAPD, the gun buyback 
effort secures neutral locations throughout the city where individuals can surrender their firearms, no 
questions asked,” Anonymous Gun Buyback, GRYD Foundation, online at http://bit.ly/2GOLrZY. 
  
3 “What is the quickest way to get rid of a murder weapon? Unfortunately, in some cities, it is turning it 
over to the police department and getting paid to do so. At some of these “no questions asked” gun “buy-
backs,” the police will even melt the weapon down in front of you. Assemblyman Mike Gatto introduced 
legislation, AB 2662, to ensure that evidence surrendered to the police at gun buy-back programs is 
properly tested and identified. The legislation would prohibit agencies from administering handgun buy-
backs without conducting basic tests.” “Mike Gatto Introduces Legislation to Prevent Evidence Destruction 
at Gun Buy-Back Programs,” Craig Sherwood, August 18, 2014, MyBurbank.com, online at 
http://bit.ly/2BTls4h. 
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The perverse incentives created by no-questions-asked buybacks are not only counter-productive, 
they are irrational.4  
 
 And firearm buybacks are altogether a political placebo, not a substantive measure to 
counter violence on our streets. Even the staunchest proponents of gun control regulations have 
admitted that buybacks have virtually no positive effect on crime. And a 2004 report by the National 
Research Council5 found that “the theory underlying gun buy-back programs is badly flawed and 
the empirical evidence demonstrates [their] ineffectiveness.”  
 
 As it is currently written, AB 1903 does not improve public safety and it simply does not 
make sense. What would make sense is to require that law enforcement agencies which administer 
and/or oversee firearm buyback events retain a basic record of those who turn in a gun, including 
identifying information about the make, model, and configuration of firearms that are turned over 
in case a firearm is later determined to have been involved in a crime and the police need to follow 
up. Another common-sense way that AB 1903 could actually do something productive would be to 
require that all firearms turned in at buyback events be affirmatively associated with an individual 
(perhaps through California’s existing AFS centralized database), traced using law enforcement 
crime and ballistics databases, and that any person handing over a firearm be run through the State’s 
APPS database. These things alone might help solve a murder mystery. 
 
 Without having physical evidence of the weapons used in crimes, prosecutions of violent 
criminals may be in jeopardy. Failing to keep a record of who relinquishes guns at these events 
prevents law enforcement from connecting crucial pieces of evidence (i.e., weapons used in crimes) 
to cases that remain unsolved or unprosecuted. We need to ensure that justice can be served in the 
case of serious violent crimes, like murders. 
 

* * * 
 
 Assembly Bill 1903 would prohibit a state or local government from dispensing a gift card 
whose issuer is a seller of goods or services that holds a firearms dealer’s license. Obviously, this 
measure is intended to expressly discriminate against only law-abiding California small businesses 
that take extraordinary measures to comply with an incredible number of complex federal, state, 
and local laws on the commercial sales of firearms—businesses which are necessary for 
Californians to lawfully access and exercise their fundamental constitutional rights.  AB 1903 does 

                                                        
4 Recent news on these buyback events paint the picture: “Someone handed over a bazooka to SF police 
and got cash, no questions asked,” Michael McGough, Sacramento Bee, December 16, 2017, online at 
http://bit.ly/2F1mPwu; “Gun Buyback Event Scheduled in San Diego, No Questions Asked,” Toni 
McAllister, Times of San Diego, November 29, 2017, online at http://bit.ly/2sZD3VD; “San Diego gun 
buyback is so popular, police ran out of money,” Teri Figueroa, LA Times, December 3, 2017, online at 
http://lat.ms/2GNWe6z;  
 
5 See, e.g., Charles F. Wellford, John V. Pepper, and Carol V. Petrie, Firearms and Violence: A Critical 
Review, 2005, Nat’l Research Council of the Nat’l Academies,  
online at https://www.nap.edu/read/10881/chapter/6#95. 
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not advance public safety at all. And it walks right past the real issues of firearm buybacks to take 
a political cheap shot at licensed California gun dealers and their customers.  
 
 In spite of the unusual consensus among civil rights advocates and those who support more 
restrictive gun laws that firearm buyback programs are completely and utterly useless in the fight 
against crime and undermine public safety, these events will surely continue to be held by well-
meaning do-gooders and politicos looking for cheap headlines. It’s logical, then, to make sure 
proper safeguards are in place to guarantee that our law enforcement officers can do their real jobs 
effectively, and that any crimes committed with a gun don’t have an avenue for paid disposal. 
Violent criminals should not get a “get-out-of-jail-free” pass or be compensated at firearm buyback 
events in California. 
 
 AB 1903 should be amended to either proscribe entirely the wasteful use of public 
resources in gun buyback programs, or, at the very least, ensure that “gun buyback” programs do 
not result in criminals getting paid to dispose of evidence. 
 
 Please feel free to contact us at policy@fpchq.org or (916) 378-5785 if you have any 
questions or would like discuss this measure or our suggested amendments further. 

 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Craig DeLuz 
Legislative Advocate 
 
 

cc: Author 
 Members of the Committee; committee consultants 
 Assembly Republican Caucus; consultants 


