FIREARMS INDUSTRY CONSULTING GROUP

A Division of Civil Rights Defense Firm, P.C.

Joshua Prince
Adam Kraut Phone: 888-202-9297
Jorge Pereira Fax: 610-400-8439

March 30, 2018

Stephanie M. Boucher

Disclosure Division

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
99 New York Avenue, NE

Washington, DC 20226

RE: Firearms Policy Foundation (FPF) and Firearms Industry Consulting Group (FICG) vs. U.S.
Department of Justice - Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives - Bump Stock
Rulemaking
Docket Number: ATF-2018-0001
EXPEDITED Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request

VIA EMAIL: FOIAMail@ATF.gov
Dear Stephanie Boucher,

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S. Code § 552 (hereinafter "FOIA"), |
submit the following request for documents from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (hereinafter "ATF"). If the requested documents are not available from ATF, |
respectfully request that you forward this request to the appropriate agency that maintains the
requested records or advise me of the identity of any such agency.

Status of Requester: | am attorney and scholar of firearms laws and related issues. | have been
published by the Pennsylvania Bar Institute in a number of publications for attorneys on firearms
law issues and maintain an active blog on firearms law issues at
http://blog.princelaw.com/category/firearms-law/. As a result, | ask that you classify this request as
made by a freelance journalist and | have been previously found, on numerous occasions, to be a
freelance journalist for purposes of FOIA by ATF, FBI and DDTC. In the alternative, | am
requesting a fee waiver. This waiver is applicable under the Freedom of Information Act of 1986.
It specifies, "[a] fee waiver or reduction can only be granted if the information furnished to the
requester is likely to contribute significantly to the public understanding of the operations or
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activities of the government and not primarily in the commercial interest of the requester." As this
request is in relation to issues of public importance that will significantly assist the public in
understanding the ATF’s position in relation to its current rulemaking regarding bump stocks (ATF
2017R-22, RIN 1140-AA52, Fed. Register No. 2018-06292 -
https://www.regulations.gov/document?!D=ATF-2018-0002-0001), a fee waiver is appropriate.
Although Firearms Industry Consulting Group ("FICG") has been retained by Firearms Policy
Foundation ("FPF"), a 501(c)3 non-profit public benefit organization, in relation to this rulemaking,
as both FPF and FICG intend to publicly post all documents received in response to this FOIA,
any response will be provided to the public and is for the benefit of the public.

While | believe that my purposes fall directly within the standard set forth for a freelance
journalist or, alternatively, for a "Fee Waiver," if you find that my purposes do not, | will agree to
pay the appropriate fees up to $100.00. If you estimate that the cost will exceed $100.00, please
advise me the estimated costs exceeding $100, and | will make a decision on whether to proceed.
Nonetheless, even with my agreement to pay, | retain the right to appeal any decision based on
the fee waiver; and if successful, the return of any money, which was inappropriately paid, in
relation to this FOIA.

Expedited Request: Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552, | am requesting expedited review of this FOIA, as
ATF has entered into rulemaking relative to the requested documents (ATF 2017R-22, RIN 1140-
AA52, Fed. Register No. 2018-06292 - https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=ATF-2018-
0002-0001), for which individuals, including myself, only have until June 27, 2018 to respond As
ATF has failed to include the requested documents in the docket and the absence of the
requested documents would deny the public - including FPF, FICG, and myself - due process and
the ability to formulate legal arguments and meaningful opportunity to participate in the
rulemaking process, this request is proper for expedited review and processing. If the requested
documents are not provided promptly, there will be an inadequate opportunity to review them
and formulate meaningful comments before the deadline of June 27, 2018. Consistent with 5
U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E)(ii), | am requesting, as required, that a determination be made within 10
days.

Subject Matter of Request This is a request for all ATF determinations relative to devices referred
to as "bump stocks" and "bump-fire stocks" by ATF in its proposed rulemaking (ATF 2017R-22,
RIN 1140-AA52, Fed. Register No. 2018-06292 - https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=ATF-
2018-0002-0001), as well as, all ATF Form 9310.3A "Correspondence Approval and Clearance"
forms relative to each determination, and any versions or drafts of the determinations, which were
different than the final determination. The use of the word "determinations" shall be understood to
mean any correspondence, whether in electronic or paper form, by ATF to any person, which
shall include any individual, Member of Congress, corporation, limited liability company, and
partnership, regarding the lawfulness or unlawfulness of any bump stock or bump-fire stock
device, whether a sample device was submitted or not to ATF. A copy of two such known
determinations are attached hereto as Exhibit A.

Temporal Scope of Request: Please limit your search for responsive documents to the period
January 1, 2000 to the present.

Request for "Vaughn Index": In the event all or any part of an otherwise responsive document is
withheld subject to a claim that one or more FOIA exemptions apply, please provide an index
identifying the document or part thereof, by author(s), addressee(s), date, subject matter, and the
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specific exemption asserted as a basis for failing to produce the complete document. If a
document is withheld only in part, please mark the redacted document to indicate the deletion.

Waiver of Inspection: If search and copying costs are not estimated to exceed $100.00, please
send a copy of the documents to me at the address referenced below.

Request for Timely Action: As mandated by FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i), | request your reply
within twenty business days. The requested documents relate to a matter of current public
concern so that time is of the essence. In the event you have any questions concerning this
request, please contact me as soon as possible. | would be pleased to clarify any perceived
ambiguity informally or to discuss ways to narrow my request so as to ensure a timely response.

Contact Information: Please direct all communications to me at:

Joshua Prince
646 Lenape Rd
Bechtelsville, PA 19505
888-202-9297 ext 81114
Joshua@CivilRightsDefenseFirm.com

Certification: | certify everything in this request, including request for expedited review and
processing to true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.

Yours truly,
Firearms Industry Consulting Group

Joshua G. Prince
joshua@civilrightsdefensefirm.com
jgp/web
Matter no. 10377
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Wilkeson, Washington 983356

i (D) (6)

This is in response to your letter of November 15,
2002, to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (ATF). In your letter you ask about the
classification of a certain firearm stock of your

design. e —
s Y

As defined in Title 26, United States Code (U.S.C),
Chapter 53, § 5845(b), of the National Firearms Act
{NFA) , the term "machinegun" means any weapon which
shoots, is designed to shoot, or can be readily
restored to shoot automatically more than one shot,
without manual relecading, by a single function of the
trigger. The term shall also include the frame or
receiver of any such weapon, any part designed and
intended solely and exclusively, or combination of
parts designed and intended, for use in converting a
weapon into a machinegun, and any combination of parts
from which a machinegun can be assembled if such parts
are in the possession or under the control of a
person. Title 18, U.S.C., Chapter 44, § 922 (o) makes
it unlawful for any person to poasess, transfer or
manufacture a machinegun that was not registered in
accordance with the provisions of the NFA prior to
May 19, 1986. Therefore, it is unlawful for anyone to
possess an NFA firearm that is not registered in
accordance with the provisions of the NFA.

. ee————r— = —
"=

INITIATOR REVIEWER AEVIEWER REVIEWER REVIEWER REVIEWER REVIEWER
CODE LAg %5 7)

SURNAME

DATE
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(b) (6) T V=

You advise in youx letter that the subject stock is
designed to accept a Ruger 10/22 type semiautomatic
rifle and is intended to facilitate an accelerated
rate of fire. You also provide some limited drawings
and technical information regarding the proposed
stock.

Based on the information that you provided and our
research, it is obvious that the stock design utilizes
a supplemental trigger incorporated within the stock
that mechanically extends to the trigger of the
installed weapon. This results in the trigger
incorporated within the stock effectively replacing
and subsequently becoming the trigger of the weapon
and the trigger of the weapon clearly becomes nothing
more than part of the searing mechanism. With a
weapon installed in the subject stock and the stock’s
trigger pulled and held in its most rearward position,
the weapon would discharge. Due to the
floating/recoiling function of the weapon inside the
stock and as a result of the design of the stock’s
trigger, the weapon would continue to fire
automatically more than one shot by a single function
of the trigger as long as the shooter held the trigger
i’( back. It is our opinion that any stock manufactured
to operate in such a manner would be a combination of
parts designed and intenpded for use in convertiqg_a
weapon . 1ntngnm§chinggpg* Therefore, the subject
‘Btock would constitute a "machinegun® as that term is
defined in the second paragraph of this letter and
would be subject to all the controls and provisiona of

the NFA.
INITIATOR REVIEWER REVIEWER AEVIEWER REVIEWER REVIEWER AEVIEWER
SODE
SURNAME
DATE
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
BUREALU OF ALCOHOL; TUBACCO AND FIREARMS

~ CORRESPONDENCE APPROVAL AND CLEARANCE
Mr. Terry Schwartz

We trust that the foregoing has been responsive to
your inquiry. If we may be of any further assistance,
please contact us.

Sincerely yours,

Curtis H.A. Bartlett
Chief, Firearms Technology Branch

| NITIATOR | REVIEWER | REVIEWER REVIEWER REVIEWER REVIEWER REVIEWER

*U.8. Govemment Printing Office. 2002 — 491-BI1/509852
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Your device will be returned to you via your provided UPS shipping label.

We thank you for your inquiry and trust the foregoing is responsive to your request.

Sincerely yours,

el D el —

Michael R. Curtis
Chief, Firearms Technology Industry Services Branch

FIREARMS
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2.

(b) (6)

KA

The physical characteristics and identity of the submitted sample are provided below, along with

a description of the markings:

No buttstock.

Cut-down pistol grip.

Fires from the closed-bolt position.
Magazine-fed.

Fired utilizing spade grip assembly.

rkings:

Left side of magazine well:

LA
NDERSON

ANuraoTORING
HEBRON, KY
AM-15
MULTI CAL
16099132

On top of barrel:

s 556 NATO
1:7 H-BAR
* PSA

The selector markings on the left side of the receiver:

* SAFE
* SEMI

FIREARMS
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Submitted “device”
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Submitted “device”
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Trigger
of the
“device”

Bdoc; 2

Spade grip assembly
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Side-charging bolt carrier and upper assembly
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Roller in
front of
traditional
trigger

,j f‘

Redemgned flre control system

20032
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trigger

Redesigned fire control system
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Disassembled “device” components
206032
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Placement of two rollers
363
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202478
(b) (6) Page

Your device will be returned to you via your provided UPS shipping label. We thank you
for your inquiry and trust the foregoing has been responsive to your concerns.

Sincerely yours,
George Rogers

Acting Chief, Firearms Technology Industry Services Branch

Enclosure:

Bair Bump Fire Grip Device (side view)
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Page 4

Bottom View
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4-

(b) (6) 74

the firearm, may abandon all interest in the firearm to ATF. Altemnatively, ATF may initiate
forfeiture proceedings against the firearm pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 5872. You should
immediately, but no later than 30 calendar days from the date of receipt of this classification,
provide written proof of compliance with the law or notice ATF in writing of your intent to
abandon all interest in the firearm.

We thank you for your inquiry and trust that the foregoing has been responsive.

Sincerely yours,

4.

John R. Spencer
Chiéf; Firearms Technology Branch

Enclosures

FIREARMS
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5.

Bottom of device showing:
e Action springs
e Y inch rod through action spring blocks
‘ e !5 inch diameter mounting rod |

FIREARMS
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WIE 48y

Bottom of AW-SIM showing the hook that
connects the trigger of the M1919 to the
AW-SIM.

FIREARMS
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(b) (6) 145y

Bushing for mounting the AW-SIM
onto an M1919.
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SHSE/

Submission 2: A two-piece, three-dimensionally printed, device which is designed to pin on to
the trigger guard of a rifle with a curved trigger guard such as a Ruger 10-22.

You explain that your device works by putting forward pressure on the forend of the rifle while
maintaining pressure on the trigger.

We caution that if your “Bump Fire Assistance Device” is installed on.a pistol, the resulting...
firearm would no longer be designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand and as such
“would no Tonger meet the definition of a “handgun” or “pistol.”
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“Chuckbuster” Gri
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The Hoporable William M. Thormberry

As indicated in the swtutes above, 1 machinegun is repulated by both the GOA nd the NEA. In
prder 1o be o machinegun, o weapon or deviee must be one of the fallowing: 1Y a weapon thid
<houts sutotmatically, ie., a weapon that shoots more than one shot without manual relosding by
a4 single function of the trigger: 1) a weapon hut i designed (o shaot atonmateally: 3y the frame
or Tecetver of any weapon deseribed i item 1 4y a purt or parts desipned to convert i wenpan 3!
choot attomatically; or 5) a combinatien of parts frem which 2 machinepun can be assembled,

“Pump stocks’™ or other bump firing devices would be repulated as machiteguns omly if they are
i paatt of parts designed to convert a weapon 1o hoat automaticatty. Devices that merely asxist
the wser in inereasing their rate of fire would penerally not be repulated as machineguns,
owever dovices that require only a single pull ol the trigger to initiate an automatic firing
sequence would generally be repulated as inachineguns. ATY cannot clagsify o particular device
without ablaining a sample and conducting testing. Samples and requests for classificmion
should be submitted 1o

Burean of Aleohol, Tubaceo. Fircarms and Pxplosives
Firearms Technolopy Branch

244 Needy Road

Martinsburg, West Virginia 25401

We hape this information proves hwelplul in responding to your comstituent. Mease let me know
i we cun be of further assistance.

Sincerely yours,

Toe Allen
Acting Assistant Director
Public and Ciovernmental AdTalrs
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Hureau of Alcohol. Tobaceo.
Fircarms and Explosives

Assisrend frectar

Wb, |60 20220

RN LAY

APR 16 2013

The ienorable Fd Petlmutier
LLS, House of Representatives
Washungton, DL 20513

Dear Congressman Perlmutter:

This 15 in response (0 vour letter dated March 5, 2013, 1o the Burcau ol Alcohol, Tobacco.
Fircarms and Explosives (ATF) to rescind a previous evaluation letter and to elassity all bunip-
lire stocks (1o include specifically the Slide Fire Solutions stock) us machineguns,

As you have indicated. machineguns are defined in the National Firearms Title Act. 26 United
States Code Chapter 53 Section 53843(h). The definition has four distinet parts. The ficsi. as you
point oal, states that a machinegun is any weapon which shools, s designed to shool, or can be
readily restored to shool, automaticaily more than one shot, witlwout manual reloading, by a
single function of the trigeer.” The renaining portions of the definition go on to state that: “[t)he
term shall also include the frame or receiver ol any such weapon, any part designed and intended
solely and exclusively, or cembination of parts desisted and infended, for nse o0 converting o
weepon it o mackinegan, and any combination of parts from which 4 machinegun can be
asscmbled 1f such parts are in the possession or under the control of a person.”

In the course of examining a number of bump-fire stocks, ATF found thal none of these devices
could shoat nor did they constitute fireann frames or receivers: therefore, the {irst portion ol the
machinegun delinttion van not apply. Those bunip-iire stocks which were tound 1o convert a
weapon Lo shoot automatically were classilied as machineguns and regulated accordingly —
st notably. the Akins Acceleratar. Other bump-fiee stocks {such as the SlideFire Solutions
stock) that ATF determined to be unable to converl a weapon to shoot awtomatically were not
classiiied as machinepuns.

Reviewing hindings with respect to the Akins and Siide Solunions, ATE, in Ruling 2006-2, found
that the Akins Accelerator incorporated & mechamsin to automatically resct and activate the fire-
control components of 4 fircarm tollowing the single input of & user. Thus. the Akins
Accelerator acted to convert o semiautematic Hrearm o shoot automatically. Conversely, the
Side Fire Seiwtions stock requires continwous multiple inputs by the user for each successive
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The Honorable Ed Perlmutter

shot. Similarly, other devices exist, such as the HellFire Trigger, which attach to and act upon
the trigger of a firearm and also work to increase the rate or volume of fire of the firearm. Like
the Slide Fire Solutions stock, the HellFire Trigger does not provide an automatic action—
requiring instead continuous multiple inputs by the user for each successive shot.

Public safety is always a primary concern of ATF. We remain committed to the security of our
Nation and the fight against violent crime. However, bump-fire stocks that do not fall within any
of the classifications for firearm contained in Federal law may only be classified as firearms
components. Stocks of this type are not subject to the provisions of Federal firearms statutes.
Therefore, ATF does not have the authority to restrict their lawful possession, use, or transfer.

We hope this information proves helpful in responding to your constituent. Please let me know
if we may be of further assistance.

Sincerely yours,

::'\ \\\ Oovitane >

Richard W. Marianos
Assistant Director
Public and Governmental Affairs
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NFC Firearm in Pre-Fire Location
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NFC Firearm Making Contact With Cross-

Bolt

)

With Pressure Applied to the Rear of
Buffer Tube
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BAMS Simulator, Submitted 4/28/14

B b) (6)
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Rear Portion Which Houses the AR-
Type Buffer Tube
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Reciprocating Weaver Style Attachment
Installed in Dovetailed Groove
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Weaver Style Attachment
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BAMS Simulator Cross-Bolt

FIREARMS

February 6 2019 Document Productio[FP Y, i Egﬁ,‘f&mw



Acquired by Firearms Industry Consulting Group for Firearms Policy Foundation

BAMS Simulator with NFC AR-Type
Firearm Installed
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NFC Firearm in Pre-Fire Location
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