
 

 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 

FIREARMS POLICY FOUNDATION ) 

1215 K Street, 17th Floor   ) COMPLAINT 

Sacramento, CA  95814   ) (Freedom of Information     

) Act, 5 U.S.C. §552)  

FIREARMS POLICY COALITION, INC. ) 

1215 K Street, 17th Floor   ) 

Sacramento, CA  95814   ) 

      ) CIVIL ACTION NO. ________________ 

BRANDON COMBS    ) 

1215 K Street, 17th Floor   ) 

Sacramento, CA  95814   ) 

      ) 

 Plaintiffs,    ) 

      ) 

v.     ) 

      ) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE  ) 

The Executive Office    ) 

Office of the Legal Adviser, Suite 5.600 ) 

600 19th Street, N.W.    ) 

Washington, DC  20522   ) 

      ) 

 Defendant.    ) 

____________________________________) 

 

Come now the Plaintiffs, by and through undersigned counsel, and allege as follows: 

1. This is an action under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, for 

injunctive and other appropriate relief and seeking the disclosure and release of agency 

records improperly withheld from Plaintiffs by the U.S. Department of State 

(“Defendant”). 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

2. This Court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1331 and 5 

U.S.C. §552(a)(4)(B). 

3. Venue lies in this district under 28 U.S.C. §1391(e). 
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PARTIES 

4. Plaintiff Firearms Policy Foundation (“FPF”) is a non-profit public benefit 

organization that serves to promote civil rights through research, education, and other 

charitable efforts, with a focus on laws affecting the fundamental Second Amendment right 

to keep and bear arms. 

5. Plaintiff Firearms Policy Coalition, Inc. (“FPC”) is a non-profit public benefit 

organization that serves its members and the public through direct and grassroots advocacy, 

legal action, education, and other programs. The purposes of FPC include defending the 

United States Constitution and the People’s rights, privileges and immunities deeply rooted 

in the Nation’s history and tradition, especially the fundamental Second Amendment right 

to keep and bear arms.            

6. Plaintiff Brandon Combs is the founder and president of Firearms Policy Coalition, 

Inc. and the founder and president of Firearms Policy Foundation and made the requests at 

issue in this lawsuit on behalf of FPF, FPC and himself. 

7. Defendant U.S. Department of State is an agency of the United States Government 

headquartered at 2201 C Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20520.  Defendant has possession, 

custody and control of records to which Plaintiffs seek access. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

 

8. On August 22, 2018 Plaintiffs submitted a FOIA request to Defendant seeking 

access to records pertaining to a number of subjects, including but not limited to 3-D 

printable gun blueprints; 3D printing; plastic firearms; firearm printing files; firearm 

machining files; and “ghost guns.” Additionally, the Plaintiffs requested records pertaining 

to, inter alia, Defense Distributed; Cody Wilson; Code is Free Speech and other subjects 
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as well.  A true and correct copy of the request is attached as Exhibit “A” and incorporated 

by reference. 

9. On December 18, 2018 Plaintiffs submitted another FOIA to Defendant, 

incorporating the first FOIA and requesting similar records for a longer time period.  A 

true and correct copy of the request is attached as Exhibit “B” and incorporated by 

reference. 

10. Plaintiffs sought expedited treatment and a fee waiver for the requests which were 

ignored by Defendant.   

11. As of the date of this Complaint, the Defendant has failed to: (i) produce the 

requested records or demonstrate that the requested records are lawfully exempt from 

production; (ii) notify Plaintiffs of the scope of any responsive records Defendant intends 

to produce or withhold and the reasons for any withholdings, or (iii) inform Plaintiffs that 

it may appeal any adequately specific, adverse determination. 

COUNT I 

(Violation of FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552) 

 

12. Plaintiffs reallege paragraphs 1 through 12 as if fully stated herein. 

13. Plaintiffs are being irreparably harmed by reason of Defendant’s violation of FOIA 

and Plaintiffs will continue to be irreparably harmed unless Defendant is compelled to 

comply with FOIA. 

14. To trigger FOIA’s administrative exhaustion requirement, Defendant was required 

to determine whether to comply with Plaintiffs’ requests within twenty (20) working days 

of receiving the request.  At a minimum, Defendant was required to: (1) gather and review 

the requested documents; (ii) determine and communicate to Plaintiffs the scope of any 

responsive records Defendant intended to produce or withhold and the reasons for any 
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withholding; and (iii) inform the Plaintiffs that they may appeal any adequately specific, 

adverse determination.   

15. Because Defendant failed to determine whether to comply with Plaintiffs’ requests 

within the time period required by FOIA, Plaintiffs are deemed to have exhausted their 

administrative remedies.  5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(C)(i).  

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully requests that the Court:  

(1) Order Defendant to conduct a search for any and all responsive records to 

Plaintiffs’ FOIA requests and demonstrate that it employed search methods reasonably 

likely to lead to the discovery of records responsive to Plaintiffs’ FOIA requests;  

(2) Order Defendant to produce, by a date certain, any and all non-exempt records to 

Plaintiffs’ FOIA requests, and a Vaughn index of any responsive records withheld under 

claim of exemption;  

(3) Enjoin Defendant from continuing to withhold any and all non-exempt records 

responsive to Plaintiffs’ FOIA request;  

(4) Grant Plaintiffs an award of attorneys’ fees and other litigation costs reasonably 

incurred in this action pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(E); and  

(5) Grant Plaintiffs such other relief as the Court deems just and proper. 

Dated: October 23, 2019. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

FIREARMS POLICY FOUNDATION, 

FIREARMS POLICY COALITION, INC. and 

BRANDON COMBS 

 

/s/ Stephen D. Stamboulieh 

     Stephen D. Stamboulieh 

Stamboulieh Law, PLLC 

P.O. Box 4008 
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Madison, MS  39130 

(601) 852-3440 

stephen@sdslaw.us 

DC District Court Bar# MS0009 

 

Alan Alexander Beck 

Law Office of Alan Beck 

2692 Harcourt Drive 

San Diego, CA  92123 

(619) 905-9105 

Alan.alexander.beck@gmail.com  

DC District Court Bar# HI001 

Counsel for Plaintiffs 
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From:   State Department Foia <noreply@mail.foia.state.gov> 
To:  FPC Policy <policy@fpchq.org> 
Date:  Wed, August 22, 2018, 9:48 AM PDT 
Subject: FOIA Request Letter 
 
Thank you for filing your FOIA request online on 8/22/2018. Here is a review of your request. 
 
The records I request can be described as follows: 
 
1) For the period of July 1, 2018, through and inclusive of August 21, 2018, all public records 
and information that contain one or more of the following subjects: 3-D printable gun blueprints; 
3D printing; plastic firearms; firearm printing files; firearm machining files; "ghost guns". 2) For 
the period of July 1, 2018, through and inclusive of August 21, 2018, all public records and 
information that contain one or more of the following subjects: "Defense Distributed"; "Cody 
Wilson"; "Code is Free Speech"; "CodeIsFreeSpeech.com"; "Brandon Combs"; "Firearms Policy 
Coalition"; "Firearms Policy Foundation"; "The Calguns Foundation"; "California Association of 
Federal Firearms Licensees". Please note that we do not seek publicly-available court 
documents that were not filed under seal. Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
Requestors: Brandon Combs, individually and on behalf of Firearms Policy Coalition Firearms 
Policy Foundation The Calguns Foundation California Association of Federal Firearms 
Licensees 
 
The time period of my request is from 07/01/2018 to 08/21/2018 
 
I am affiliated with an educational or noncommercial scientific institution seeking information for 
a scholarly or scientific purpose and not for commercial use.Additional documentation will be 
required. 
 
I am willing to pay $500 for my request. 
 
I request a waiver of all fees for this request. 
Reason: We respectfully request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the 
requested information to us is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly 
to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in 
any commercial interest. 
 
I have a compelling need for expeditious handling: 
- An urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity 
exists.This option available for ONLY PERSONS PRIMARILY ENGAGED IN DISSEMINATING 
INFORMATION. 
- Matters of important public debate and concern, including Constitutional rights. The 
information is urgently needed by institutions engaged in publicizing information in order to 
inform the public concerning actual or alleged government activity. Specifically, there appears to 
be a connection between some government actors (including members of Congress) and large 
Internet communications and infrastructure platforms in an effort to chill or impose severe 
restrictions on speech and civil rights. See, e.g., the following for background: A) "[U.S. Senator] 
Menendez Calls on Secretary Pompeo to Stop Online Posting of Do-it-Yourself, 3-D Printable 
Gun Blueprints", online at https://www.menendez.senate.gov/news-and-
events/press/menendez-calls-on-secretary-pompeo-to-stop-online-posting-of-do-it-yourself-3-d-
printable-gun-blueprints B) "[U.S.] Senators Urge Tech Companies To Remove 3-D Gun Plans 
from Platforms", online at https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-
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releases?id=F88582CA-30FE-48C7-A463-EE66E816E7BE C) "Gun-Rights Activists Who 
Posted Gun Files Say Facebook, Amazon Have Censored Their Site", online at 
https://freebeacon.com/issues/gun-rights-activists-posted-gun-files-say-facebook-amazon-
censored-site/ 
 
My additional comments are as follows: 
 
In order to help to determine our status to assess fees, you should know that the institutional 
requestors are nonprofit organizations that defend the Constitution of the United States, 
especially the fundamental, individual Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms, through 
advocacy, legal action, research, education, and outreach. Firearms Policy Coalition operates 
FPC News, which includes publications and video programming to educate and inform people of 
issues and news important to the public. This request is made as part of research and news 
gathering and not for a commercial use. 
 
Contact Information 
Mr. Brandon Combs 
4212 N. Freeway Blvd. Suite 6 
Sacramento, California 95834 
P: N/A 
F: N/A 
policy@fpchq.org 
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Tuesday, December 18, 2018 
 
VIA FACSIMILE (202-261-8579) 
 
Secretary Michael R. Pompeo 
U.S. Department of State 
Office of Information Programs and Services 
A/GIS/IPS/RL 
SA-2, Suite 8100 
Washington, D. C. 20522-0208  
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST 
 
 
Dear Secretary Pompeo and Department of State: 
 
This is a request for public records and information under the Freedom of Information 
Act. 
 
 

Records Requested 
 
The records we request can be described as follows: 
 
1) For the period of July 1, 2018, through and inclusive of December 17, 2018, all 

public records and information that contain one or more of the following subjects: 
 

• 3-D printable gun blueprints; 3D printing; plastic firearms; firearm 
printing files; firearm machining files; “ghost guns”.  

 
2) For the period of July 1, 2018, through and inclusive of December 17, 2018, all 

public records and information that contain one or more of the following subjects: 
 

• “Defense Distributed”; “Cody Wilson”; “Code is Free Speech”; 
“CodeIsFreeSpeech.com”; “Brandon Combs”; “Firearms Policy Coalition”; 
“Firearms Policy Foundation”; “The Calguns Foundation”; “Gene Hoffman”; 
“California Association of Federal Firearms Licensees”.  
 

As noted, the time period of our request is from July 1, 2018, to and through December 
17, 2018. 
 
/ 
/ 
/ 

Case 1:19-cv-03184   Document 1-3   Filed 10/23/19   Page 2 of 12



Freedom of Information Act Request 
Tuesday, December 18, 2018 
Page  2 of 4 
 

Request for Expedited Handling 
 
We request that this request be taken out of order and given expedited treatment for 
the following reasons: 
 
1) This Request seeks records that are matters of important public debate and 

concern, including rights guaranteed under the United States Constitution. 
 
2) A related prior Freedom of Information Act Request dated and submitted to you 

electronically on August 22, 2018 (enclosed as Attachment A) was never responded 
to, and thus the Requestors in that Request were denied access to and copies of 
important public records sought again here. 

 
3) The information is urgently needed by institutions engaged in publicizing 

information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged government 
activity. Specifically, there appears to be a connection between some government 
actors – including some States and state actors, as well as members of Congress –
as well as large Internet communications and infrastructure platforms in an effort 
to chill or impose severe restrictions on speech and civil rights. See, e.g., the 
following: 

 
• Attachment B: E-mail showing correspondence between various States and 

state actors and the Department of State [via counsel Stuart J. Robinson] 
regarding many of the subjects of this Request, filed on Dec. 4, 2018 in Def. 
Dist., et al. v. Grewal, et al., U.S. Dist. Tex. (Western Div.) no. 1:18-cv-
00637-RP (Doc. 65 Exhibit 28), online at http://bit.ly/2zVVVFQ 

 
• “[U.S. Senator] Menendez Calls on Secretary Pompeo to Stop Online 

Posting of Do-it-Yourself, 3-D Printable Gun Blueprints”, online at 
http://bit.ly/2RWcBnB 

 
• “[U.S.] Senators Urge Tech Companies To Remove 3-D Gun Plans from 

Platforms”, online at http://bit.ly/2SJde43 
 

• “Gun-Rights Activists Who Posted Gun Files Say Facebook, Amazon Have 
Censored Their Site”, online at http://bit.ly/2Lk5Cm8 

 
The information concerns some actions taken, contemplated, or alleged by or about 
the government of the United States, or one of its components or agencies, including 
the Congress. 
 
Thus, a “compelling need” exists and the Department should grant our request for 
expedited handling. 
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Freedom of Information Act Request 
Tuesday, December 18, 2018 
Page  3 of 4 
 

Request for Fee Waiver 
 
We request a waiver of all fees for this request. We believe we meet the criteria for a 
fee waiver. (See Project on Military Procurement v. Department of the Navy, 710 
F. Supp. 362 363, 365 (D.C.D. 1989). The information sought has informative value, 
or potential for contribution to public understanding. (See Elizabeth Eudey v. Central 
Intelligence Agency, 478 F. Supp. 1175 1176 (D.C.D. 1979) (even a single document 
has the potential for contributing to public understanding).  
 
Disclosing to us the requested information is in the public interest because it is likely 
to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of 
the government and is not primarily in our commercial interest. (See 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii).) 
 
Our request concerns the operations or activities of government because the subjects 
of the records requested relate to matters of public interest, rulemaking, and 
litigation efforts by States and state actors to chill and suppress rights guaranteed 
by the United States Constitution. 
 
Additionally, the release of this information will have a significant impact on public 
understanding because some States and state actors have withheld similar records 
under their respective state’s public records laws. 
 
We plan to disseminate this information to the public at large on our publicly-
accessible Web sites, in videos, in e-mails, and on social media, which collectively 
reach millions of Americans. We also plan to provide the records requested to news 
media. 
 
Please note that nonprofit public interest organizations, such as clearinghouses of 
information, can qualify as a representative of the news media. (See National 
Security Archive v. U.S. Department of Defense, 279 U.S. App. D.C. 308 (D.C. 1989).) 
Firearms Policy Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonprofit public interest organization that 
conducts research and publishes information for news and public use.  
 
If our request for a fee waiver is denied, please note that 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iv)(II) 
requires that you provide the first 100 copies to me at no charge.  
 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 

Case 1:19-cv-03184   Document 1-3   Filed 10/23/19   Page 4 of 12



Freedom of Information Act Request 
Tuesday, December 18, 2018 
Page  4 of 4 
 

Requestors 
 
The requesters are: Mr. Brandon Combs, individually and on behalf of: 
 

• Firearms Policy Foundation 
• Firearms Policy Coalition  
• The Calguns Foundation 
• California Association of Federal Firearms Licensees 
• CodeIsFreeSpeech.com 

 
 

Requesters’ Contact Information 
 
We prefer to communicate via e-mail at policy@fpchq.org. However, should it be 
necessary, you may reach the requestors at the following:  
 

4212 N. Freeway Boulevard, Suite 6 
Sacramento, California 95834 
Phone: (916) 378-5785 
E-mail: policy@fpchq.org 

 
 

* * * 
 
Thank you for your assistance with this Request.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or wish to coordinate 
on the fulfillment of this Request. 
 
 
Attachments 
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On Wed, Aug 22, 2018 at 9:48 AM PDT, State Department Foia <noreply@mail.foia.state.gov> 
wrote: 
 
Thank you for filing your FOIA request online on 8/22/2018. Here is a review of your request. 
 
The records I request can be described as follows: 
 
1) For the period of July 1, 2018, through and inclusive of August 21, 2018, all public records 
and information that contain one or more of the following subjects: 3-D printable gun blueprints; 
3D printing; plastic firearms; firearm printing files; firearm machining files; "ghost guns". 2) For 
the period of July 1, 2018, through and inclusive of August 21, 2018, all public records and 
information that contain one or more of the following subjects: "Defense Distributed"; "Cody 
Wilson"; "Code is Free Speech"; "CodeIsFreeSpeech.com"; "Brandon Combs"; "Firearms Policy 
Coalition"; "Firearms Policy Foundation"; "The Calguns Foundation"; "California Association of 
Federal Firearms Licensees". Please note that we do not seek publicly-available court documents 
that were not filed under seal. Thank you for your consideration of this request. Requestors: 
Brandon Combs, individually and on behalf of Firearms Policy Coalition Firearms Policy 
Foundation The Calguns Foundation California Association of Federal Firearms Licensees 
 
The time period of my request is from 07/01/2018 to 08/21/2018 
 
I am affiliated with an educational or noncommercial scientific institution seeking information 
for a scholarly or scientific purpose and not for commercial use. 
Additional documentation will be required. 
 
 
I am willing to pay $500 for my request. 
 
I request a waiver of all fees for this request. 
Reason: We respectfully request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested 
information to us is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public 
understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in any 
commercial interest. 
 
I have a compelling need for expeditious handling: 
- An urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity 
exists. 
This option available for ONLY PERSONS PRIMARILY ENGAGED IN DISSEMINATING 
INFORMATION. 
 
- Matters of important public debate and concern, including Constitutional rights. The 
information is urgently needed by institutions engaged in publicizing information in order to 
inform the public concerning actual or alleged government activity. Specifically, there appears to 
be a connection between some government actors (including members of Congress) and large 
Internet communications and infrastructure platforms in an effort to chill or impose severe 
restrictions on speech and civil rights. See, e.g., the following for background: A) "[U.S. 
Senator] Menendez Calls on Secretary Pompeo to Stop Online Posting of Do-it-Yourself, 3-D 
Printable Gun Blueprints", online at https://www.menendez.senate.gov/news-and-
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events/press/menendez-calls-on-secretary-pompeo-to-stop-online-posting-of-do-it-yourself-3-d-
printable-gun-blueprints B) "[U.S.] Senators Urge Tech Companies To Remove 3-D Gun Plans 
from Platforms", online at https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-
releases?id=F88582CA-30FE-48C7-A463-EE66E816E7BE C) "Gun-Rights Activists Who 
Posted Gun Files Say Facebook, Amazon Have Censored Their Site", online at 
https://freebeacon.com/issues/gun-rights-activists-posted-gun-files-say-facebook-amazon-
censored-site/ 
 
My additional comments are as follows: 
 
In order to help to determine our status to assess fees, you should know that the institutional 
requestors are nonprofit organizations that defend the Constitution of the United States, 
especially the fundamental, individual Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms, through 
advocacy, legal action, research, education, and outreach. Firearms Policy Coalition operates 
FPC News, which includes publications and video programming to educate and inform people of 
issues and news important to the public. This request is made as part of research and news 
gathering and not for a commercial use. 
 
Contact Information 
Mr. Brandon Combs 
4212 N. Freeway Blvd. Suite 6 
Sacramento, California 95834 
P: N/A 
F: N/A 
policy@fpchq.org 
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